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- » + HOW TO TAUN RAYON - - - 
© 


Some people tell us they have trouble ironing rayon fabrics. Others 
iron the same fabrics with ease, producing excellent results. 


Rayon is not difficult or tricky to iron. It’s just different. You've 
acquired certain ironing habits for cottons—others for linens—others 
for silks. You must acquire still others for rayons. When you use the 
required techniques for ironing rayon fabrics they iron easily and well. 
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| IRON RAYONS “NATURALLY” PRESERVE FABRIC TEXTURE eo 
The Spirit of Christmas Past should reflect kindly on the recent The aim of all ironing 1s to make a garment look as it did a 
activities of telephone people. They have made use of the holiday season before it was washed. Don’t pull or stretch the fabric or use fi 
sant purpose of bringing fellove workers tovether. = | extra pressure. This ts especially important in handling crepes \ 
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The pre-Christmas season found the general office 
The largest, 
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yet firm. 

2. By ironing on the wrong side. Collars, pockets, cuffs, 
pleats and trimmings should be touched up on the right 
side, using a pressing cloth over the fabric. 
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HOW TO PREVENT IRON SHINE IN ALL FABRICS 
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nes OEPINE ee : See ten | FIND THE RIGHT IRON TEMPERATURE To prevent iron shine, avoid the following common mistakes: | | 
Other protures oF these Be Which cover only a pee : <; Hanng. 4 AND DAMPNESS 1. Use of a too-hot 1V0Nn, 
will show that che fun and spirit of 7 ae ae Chantca: ad Many people make the mistake of ironing all rayons alike. 2. Ironing on a skimpily padded board. 
ii. the tectfle gine inated TC ue ae ae was AMRIN ij : This practice produces poor results. Some rayons should be 3. Ironing collars, plackets, and other double thickness Sec- | 
LM Poi ihe basement ae abate ironed damper than others; some rayons require less heat, etc. tions on the right side without a press cloth over them. : 
ae et i mehonpred role of cane Che Bs zeit i cece ade Ate. 4 The Chatt gn the following pages tells you the amount of 4, Insufficient rinsing. Soap left in the fabric after washing | 
) SE ae eared peewee the Good Fellows and the’ S: ee | moisture and iron heat that produces best results for various can cause grease spots and stain. 
—nake a happie! Christmas for needy Hast ) 2 types ae rayons. | 
EL Ure HEM CO eh saat i: ebnege: OE foading the TUE to a Until the day when irons will have specified degrees of NOTE: 
local telephone men Were AT Zi heat, like ovens, only approximate terms can be used to indi- Shine shows more on dark colors. Be especially careful to 
ditaborne che cue coe = o cate iron heat. In the following chart, the various degrees of avoid the above mistakes when you iron your dark rayons. 


iron heat will be designated as follows: 
HOT (which would be the “Wool” or ‘‘Cot- edie La Lk 


aE Se Be ER Gh ea el: |. ed aa peas ¥ pee ton’’ setting on the dial of a heat con- Uf 
| | a trolled iron) Li 
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MEDIUM (which would be the “Silk” setting on 
the dial of a heat controlled iron) 


WARM (which would be the ‘‘Rayon’”’ setting 
( ) on the dial of a heat controlled iron) 


If you don't have a heat controlled iron, and don’t think 
you can judge the proper iron heat, start off with a warm iron 
and let the iron get progressively hotter until the fabric irons You'll get much better results if you iron rayons as soon as 
easily and well. Keep your iron at this heat by turning it oft they have dried to the right degree of dampness, instead of 
and on at intervals. waiting until they are bone dry and then sprinkling, 
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WASHABLE RAYON CREPES 


The following tips apply to the smoother, 
flatter crepes, both plain and printed, which 
are usually washable. Many of your dresses, 
blouses, slips, nightgowns are probably made 


in these rayon fabrics. 
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DAMPNESS FOR IRONING 


ALMOST DRY 


For best results, wrap crepes in a towel 
right after washing to take out excess moist- 
ure evenly and prevent dripping to hem. 
Remove from towel immediately and hang 


on a hanger until almost dry. 


Zi 


Lae 


IRON TEMPERATURE 


MODERATELY 
HOT 


HEAVIER SPUN RAYONS 


Usually used for slacks and tailored sports 
clothes. These include such fabrics as spun 
rayon gabardine, covert, flannel, hopsacking, 
bedford cord and butcher linen-textured 
spun rayons. 


DRESS WEIGHT SPUN RAYONS 


Plain or printed. You see these fabrics in 
dresses, tailored blouses, play clothes and 
children’s things. They include rayon shan- 
tungs, linen-textured spun rayons, rayon 


broadcloth and spun rayon novelty fabrics. 


SLIGHTLY DAMP 


If heavier parts are still damp when ironing 
is finished, hang garment on a hanger to 
dry out. When completely dry, touch up on 
the wrong side, or on the’right side with a 
press cloth over the fabric. 


DRY 


Many people make the mistake of ironing 
dressweight spun rayons wet. When you do, 
you can’t get good results, and the job takes 
a long time. You'll be pleased to find how 
easily and smoothly these fabrics iron if they 


are bone dry. 


THE FABRIC 


SHEER, LAWN-LIKE SPUN 
RAYONS 


Printed and plain. Your lingerie, blouses, 
soft feminine daytime and afternoon dresses, 
babies’ clothes are often made in these rayon 


fabrics. 


RAYON SHARKSKIN 


All the crisp, novelty rayon fabrics in the 
sharkskin family are included in this group. 
These fabrics usually contain acetate rayon, 
and too much heat may cause shine and 


wrinkling or fusing. 


RAYON JERSEY 


This group includes both printed and plain 
rayon jerseys. Rayon jersey usually contains 
some acetate rayon, so be very careful that 


your iron doesn’t get too hot. 


RAYON SATINS 


These rules apply to heavier rayon satins. 
For handling lightweight lingerie satins, see 


WASHABLE RAYON CREPES. 


DAMPNESS FOR IRONING 


ALMOST DRY 


There should be a slight trace of dampness 
in these sheer fabrics, to give them a crisp 


finish. 


NOTICEABLY DAMP 


For best results, roll the garment in a towel 
right after washing, and iron as soon as 
possible. Iron: slowly to dry out the fabric 
as you iron. Watch the temperature of your 


iron carefully. 


SLIGHTLY DAMP 


Roll in a towel and knead out moisture, then 
hang on a hanger. Keep the weight of the 
garment evenly distributed during drying, 
to avoid pulling out of shape. Iron lightly. 


Tension may distort the fabric. 


NOTICEABLY DAMP 


Iron until the fabric is dry. If the heavier 
parts remain slightly damp, hang on a hang- 


er to dry. Touch up on the wrong side. 


IRON TEMPERATURE 


NOTE 


(Some rayon satins need a 
cooler iron than others. Test 
the temperature of your iron 


on a seam.) 


When in doubt about the type of fabric, we suggest that you start ironing with 
a warm iron and work up to the amount of heat which produces best results. 


EDL Your Sponing Jechnique 


SUGGESTED ORDER FOR IRONING 


If you do a lot of ironing, you've probably discovered that it is avoid wrinkling one section while ironing another! If you 
more efficient to iron the various sections of a dress, blouse haven't developed your own “system”, try the following ... 
or skirt in a certain order. The main purpose, of course, is to (This applies to a dress, blouse or man’s shirt. ) : | ~~ pee NTT ee 5 = 7m 5 ay 
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Then the blouse part. __ 
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Then the skirt. Iron the hem up and down, across the 


‘Qu 


width of the hem. Never iron hems around the width of 
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4 Iron the collar and any trimmings, LAST. = —Sis es pe a Be 
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TIPS FOR IRONING DIFFICULT SECTIONS ™ 24. - A cal rier bach cake ti 
| oe ET ERM A tolephoie & + Nebr co ® Chef Warren Shuck seeks The 
t , a felephone group at NebraskaCity fim a sage advice of van Paddack at 
PLEATS ironing gathers and other hard-to-get-at places. If you haven't pg He oo. 6|Cl enjoysaChristmas party at the home or ee the Lincoln switchmens party 
Iron the hem and the whole skirt on the wrong side, first. a tailor’s cushion, spread out the gathers over the small end 2 | | : sil of Stee Manager ses a = ~ the club rooms. 
Then put in the pleats on the right side, with a press cloth of your ironing board. cone : 
over the fabric to prevent shine. Press in several pleats at one 
time. If they are difficult to keep in place, pin them down— ZIPPERS 
or take a few basting stitches. Always iron with the grain. 
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Close a zipper before ironing. Place a thick towel under the 
SHOULDERS zipper and use a pressing cloth over it. This will prevent an 


ugly, shiny ri 
It's very easy to tron shoulders smooth when you use a sleeve Bry psu hy iid ge: 


board or a tailor’s cushion, Adjust the cap of the sleeve over 
the tailor’s cushion or the wide end of the sleeve board and 
press the shoulder, and as far down on the sleeve and bodice Press on the wrong side, with buttons face down on a towel. 
as possible. Be careful not to poke your iron roughly into the 
armhole seam. This may cause tearing, especially when the 
fabric is wet. 


BUTTONS 


DOUBLE THICKNESSES 


GATHERS Double thickness sections such as collars, cuffs, pockets and i y y oie Ae “A & s 

. facings should be pressed on the wrong side first, being sure 1 : A Twenty-five traffic girls entered into the fun at the | gk a. * mM. Sy ¢ _ -. : 

Always iron /fo gathers, never across them. Use a cool iron, that the right side is smoothed out before you press. Then, i Christmas tree in the operators lounge at York ~ Ee 4) The Tecumseh girls got together around their pretty tree. | 
so that you can iron slowly. A tailor’s cushion is helpful for touch up on the right side, using a pressing cloth. : . wr | | , ull oa ce 


AMERICAN VISCOSE CORPORATION 


America’s largest producer of rayon 


Consumer Service Section 
350 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YorK 1, N.Y. Litho in U.S.A, 
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: Bel ow: The cats | Committ ee stand ready for * the 
mad rush to the cafeteria when chow call is 
sounded. Theresa Pefers ,commitiee chairman, 
is s second from | ight ! 
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Three Cutovers in December 


THE month of December saw more 

than the usual amount of cutover 
activity. Two exchanges were con- 
verted from manual to dial operation, 
while a third was cut from an existing 
dial system to a newer and larger unit. 
There are now 60 dial exchanges in the 
L T & T territory, 30 of which have 


been converted since the war. 


Rising City was introduced to the 
dial system on December 14, the switch- 
ing equipment being housed in a build- 
ing newly erected for that purpose. The 
exchange serves 165 rural and 137 town 
subscribers. Associated with the cut- 
over was an extensive exchange rebuild- 
ing project which was completed in 
1948. Arlene Hunsche, formerly chief 
operator at Rising City will continue 
her employment with the Company at 
Ceresco. 


Beaver Crossing became Number 60 
in the numerical list of dial exchanges 
with the conversion on December 28. 
The equipment was installed in the 
present telephone exchange structure. 
The new system serves 137 rural and 
131 town subscribers. Roselma Bell. 
who was chief operator, with operators 
Jean Bell and Irene Hampp have trans- 
ferred to the Lincoln traffic department. 


At Elk Creek an office move was 

made and the former dial exchange sey 
over to a larger unit on December 22, 
a new building having been erected to 
contain the equipment. The capacity 
of the exchange has been increased 
from 50 to 80 lines by the replacement. 
The original dial system was placed in 
service in June 1941. 


JOURNEY’S END 


Mrs. Annie Brophy, mother of May L. 
May, Ashland Traffic Department, died at 
Monrovia, California, on December 21. Fu 
neral services were held at Panama, Nebras- 
ka, on December 28. 


Tommy Yost, 5-yearrold son of Mrs. 
Dorothy Yost, Auburn Traffic Department, 
died at Auburn on December 17. Funeral 
services were held on December 19 at Au- 
burn. Burial was at Brock. 


Leonard Graham, father of Mrs. Lura 
Blackman, Ashland Traffic Department, 
passed away December 29. Funeral services 
were held at the Marcy Funeral Home in 
Ashland on January 2. 


vignal Unit Under New Command 
Rating of “Excellent” Received 
by 301st Signal Service Group 


Enlisted Personnel of 301st and 491st Consolidated 


piw 


Sad 


Discussing activities of the Company’s Affiliated Reserve units at a meeting held last 
month in Vice-President Hiland H. Wheeler’s office are, left to right, Major Carl G. Goering, 
unit instructor; Major Howard Spahnle; Lit. Col. B. I. Noble, formerly commander of the 
30lst Group; Vice-President Hiland H, Wheeler; Lt. Col. Walter D. Lundy, new commander 
of the 30lst Group; Captain A. W. Holcomb, commander of the 49lst Company; and Major 


R. D. Andrews. 


HREE events of recent weeks have 

highlighted the activities of the two 
signal units sponsored by the Company 
under the Organized Reserve Affiliated 
Program. Lt. Col. Walter D. Lundy 
was placed in command of the 30lIst 
Signal Service Group succeeding Lt. 
Col. B. I. Noble; the enlisted personnel 
were consolidated into one unit; and 
the annual general inspection was held 
with the unit receiving an overall rat- 
ing of “Excellent.” 


Colonel Noble resigned as 
er of the 301st Group to take an M-Day 
assignment with the Department of the 
Army after having headed the unit 


command- 


since its activation on November 5, 
1948. Colonel Lundy, superintendent 
of the Western Union Telegraph Com- 
pany at Lincoln, assumed command on 
December 9. Captain A. W. Holcomb 
will continue as commander of the 
491st Signal Heavy Construction Com- 


pany. 


The annual general inspection of the 
301st Signal Service Group was held 
October 28 at the Organized Reserve 
Corps headquarters in Lincoln with the 
unit receiving an overall rating of “Ex- 
cellent” which, being the second highest 
that can be achieved, is no mean rating. 
The inspection was made by Major 
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Frank Pritchard, representative of the 
Inspector General’s office of the Head- 
quarters of the 5th Army at Chicago. 
Major Pritchard commended the group 
for its good record of attendance, its 
worthwhile program and the manner in 
which it was being conducted. 


About two weeks prior to the inspec- 
tion the enlisted personnel of the 491st 
Signal Heavy Construction Company 
and the Headquarters and Headquarters 
Detachment of the 301st Signal Service 
Group were consolidated under the 
301st Group. This was done to 
strengthen the 301st Group and to 
stimulate interest in its activities. 


- 


The combined membership of the 
two units at present consists of 10 offt- 
cers and 12 enlisted men. Openings for 
one officer and six enlisted men are 
available. Meetings are held twice 
monthly at Lincoln and instruction in 
various phases of signal service work 1s 
given. The men gain information use 
ful in their work with the Goupaes 
and at the same time become better 
equipped to serve their country 1n case 
of need. Information concerning Op: 
portunity of affiliation may be obtained 
from Captain Arthur W. Holcomb ot 
the Construction Department or from 
Sergeant-Major Don Swanson of the 
Engineering Department at Lincoln. 


Gore and Perryman Retire 


Harry B. Gore 


Cc. C. Perryman 


HE last day of the old year officially 

ended the active telephone careers 
of two employees, Harry B. Gore and 
Clarence C. Perryman. Mr. Gore was 
a member of the Lincoln business of- 
fice and Mr. Perryman of the Lincoln 
plant department. Both have a span 
of service dating back to the real old 
days of Nebraska telephony. 

C. C. Perryman, who is universally 
known as “Doug,” began his telephone 
work at Hastings, as groundman on the 
district foreman’s crew, in December, 
1912. He resigned two years later and 
went to the Nebraska Bell as lineman, 
working for them for nearly three 
years. During World War I he was 
assigned to the lowa Telephone Com- 
pany and afterwards spent three years 
stringing wire for the A. T. & T. Com- 
pany before reappearing on our Com- 
pany’s payroll as first class lineman with 
the construction department in August, 
1923. Since that time his employment 
has been continuous as lineman and 
switchman. The latter position he as- 
sumed in January, 1942, working for 
a time at the Lincoln “6” office, and 
later as night switchman in the “2-5” 
office at the main building. 

Doug is going to occupy his imme- 
diate future in the role of tradesman. 
As an amateur carpenter, plumber and 
electrician he proposes to give his 
apartment building a general renova- 
tion. When the spring zephyrs begin 
to blow he hopes to get serious in the 
business of fishing—a field he has 
heard a great deal about, but somehow 
has never felt he had the time to 
explore. 

Harry B. Gore made his appearance 
on the telephone scene with the Ne- 
braska Bell Company at Omaha in 
November, 1905, and was in their 
employ for three years before coming 
to Lincoln as an installer for the inde- 
pendent company in October, 1908. 


For the next quarter of a century 
Harry, with his tool kit, was a fa- 
miliar figure in downtown Lincoln, his 
work consisting mainly of PBX-PAX 
installation and maintenance. His con- 
tact with the business people of the 
town fitted him admirably for his later 
positions in the Lincoln business office. 

He became a salesman in 1934 and in 
1938 was made a commercial represen- 
tative. In April, 1946, he was appointed 
service engineer and in this post his 
plant experience and technical talents 
were heavily drawn upon. He retires 
with 44 years of service behind him. 

Mr. Gore is not only an enthusiast, 
but a student of golf and bowling, and 
his abilities in both sports are highly 
respected. These two games will no 
doubt play a prominent part in his 
activities in the future. 


Christmas Rush Not 


So Heavy This Year 
Pe ONCE our hard working long 
distance operators got a breathing 
spell through Christmas Eve and Christ- 
mas when ordinarily the big rush of the 
year is on. Of course there were busy 
hours and delays to some distant points 
but the number of calls was consider- 
ably below that of former years. Mild 
weather, good road conditions and the 
spread of calls over the three day week 
end were contributing factors. 

Last year, all time records for both 
offered and completed calls were shat- 
tered at Lincoln, Beatrice, Nebraska 
City, Fairbury and other points with 
Lincoln reporting 77% above the 
volume of a normal business day. 
Hastings did not quite equal its 1945 
Christmas peak. Heavy snow and 
hazardous driving conditions caused 
many would-be travelers to stay at 
home and do their Christmas visiting 
by telephone. 

Toll calls were on the climb through 
1949 and preparations were made this 
year for a heavy volume of Christmas 
calls. Folks in our business know that 
it's wise to be ready for lots of tele- 
phoning at Christmas time. Stormy 
weather undoubtedly would have sent 
calls soaring again. 


Nevada, our least populated state, 
has about as many telephones as there 
are in all of Peru and has more tele- 
phones per capita than any country in 
the world outside of the United States. 
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Eldest Pioneer Still 
Active At Ninety 


Mrs. J. E. Grint 


Ne the recent telephone pio- 
neers to become affiliated with the 
Frank H. Woods Chapter is Mrs. J. E. 
Grint, secretary-treasurer of the Crown- 
over Telephone Company at Sargent, 
Nebraska. In her application for mem- 
bership Mrs. Grint stated that she was 
approaching her 90th birthday and had 
been employed by the Crownover Com- 
pany since 1927. The surprised chair- 
man of the membership committee 
thought he was seeing things, but the 
facts and figures have been confirmed. 
Mrs. Grint did not enter the industry 
until she had passed the age when most 
telephone folks retire from active serv 
ice and since that time has recorded 
enough years in office to qualify for 
membership in the Pioneer association. 
On this basis the lady can lay claim to 
a distinction which is surely without 
parallel in the nation. 


The old family Bible which was 
brought over from England bears the 
entry of Mrs. Grint’s birth date as 
November 1, 1860. She was confirmed 
in the Church of England and still ad- 
heres to its creed. She was elected 
secretary of the Crownover Telephone 
Company in 1927 and in 1929 was made 
secretary-treasurer. Despite her years, 
Mrs. Grint is hale and hearty, and car- 
ries on her activities and correspond- 
ence with a zest which would be com- 


plimentary to one many years her 


tunior. 
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New Telephone Rates in 
Effect This Month 


NCREASED rates for telephone serv- 

ice furnished by the Company were 
authorized by the Nebraska State Rail- 
way Commission on December 22. 
New rates for local exchange service in 
all of the Company’s 122 exchanges 
become effective at the January billing 
dates. New long distance rates for most 
calls between points in Nebraska be- 
came effective January Il. 

The Company in its application stated 
that additional revenue was required 
by increased operating costs, primarily 
in wages and materials. The applica- 
tion also pointed out that much new 
capital from investors was necessary 
in order to carry out the Company’s 
program of expansion and improve- 
ment to meet service demands. The 
Company said that an adequate rate of 
return was needed to attract this 
capital. 

After exhaustive hearings and analy- 
sis of the facts upon which, under the 
law, telephone rates are based, the 
Commission authorized increases rep- 
resenting about 75% of the amount 
originally requested by the Company. 
The Commission’s order stated that the 
additional revenue would enable the 
Company to realize a 6% return on 
its investment as compared to the pres- 
ent return of 4.66%. The Company 
had asked for rates sufficient to pro- 
duce a return of 7.5% on its investment. 

While action of the Commission in 
not granting the full amount requested 
is disappointing, the Company will 
abide by the decision of the Commis- 
sion. Certain opposing groups filed a 


motion for a rehearing, contending that 
the increases granted were excessive. 
The Company then also filed a motion 
for a rehearing. Both motions for re- 
hearings were denied by the Com- 
mission. 


Fairbury Attorney 
Compliments Operators 
For Good Service 

AX A. DENNEY, prominent Fair- 


bury attorney, took time from a 
busy schedule last month to write a 
letter expressing thanks for good serv- 
ice he had received. His thoughtfulness, 
of course, was warmly appreciated both 
by the operators and by the Company. 
In the letter addressed to Area Man- 
ager Tom Longdon, Mr. Denney said 
In part: 

“During the months of October and 
November I was engaged in a political 
campaign for State Chairman for the 
Republican Central Committee, and 
during the campaign it was necessary 
for me to make a lot of long distance 
telephone calls. Because of this I was 
able to cut my expenses in connection 
with this campaign a great deal. 


“T appreciate very much the very 
courteous and patient service that I re- 
ceived while making these calls. Several 
times it was necessary for me to call 
individuals in various towns in the state 
where all I knew was their name and 
the town. Through the conscientious 
efforts of your operators, we were able 
to locate these people with little delay, 
and I feel these operators should be 
highly complimented on the kind of 
service they gave me during this cam- 
paign. 


Frank H. Woods Chapter 
Is Largest in I. T.P.A. 
PRHE Frank H. Woods Chapter is the 


largest of the eight now operating 
under charter by the Independent 
Telephone Pioneer Association. This 
fact was revealed in the December is- 
sue of “The Independent Pioneer,” the 
magazine of the national body. The 
territory of the Frank H. Woods Chap- 
ter embraces the entire state of Ne- 
braska. Now in its ninth year, it ranks 
second in age, having been organized 
but one day after the California Chap- 
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ter received its charter in June, 1941. 
While the membership is centralized 
generally in the territory of our Com- 
pany, there is an encouraging and 
growing representation throughout the 
state. The present roll of 425 members 
is a testimonial to nine years of enthusi- 
astic work and leadership, and places 
the Nebraska group almost in a class 
by itself at the head of the list of 
chapters. 

The national membership now stands 
at 3,351. Of this number 1,508 are 
affiliated with the various chapters and 
the balance is made up of clubs, asso- 
ciate, life and direct members. 


George W. Heikes of the Beatrice Plant 
Department and Teresa Zahm of Beatrice 
were united in marriage on November 24 at 
the St. Joseph's Catholic Church. The couple 


will reside in Beatrice. 


Emily Hanus of the David City Traffic 
Department became the bride of Sylvester 
Hilger on November 26 in St. Mary’s Church 
in David City. The couple will reside on 
a farm near David City. 


The marriage of Helen Perry of the 
Hastings Traffic Department and Walter 
Papenhagen took place on December 4 at 
the home of the bride’s parents in Nelson. 
Mrs. Papenhagen will continue her work. 


St. Mary's Church in Sutton was the 
scene of the wedding of Kathleen Lohmeier 
of the Sutton Traffic Department and Robert 
Morrissey. The ceremony was performed on 
November 26. Mrs. Morrissey has resigned 
her position. 


Virginia Crom of the Pawnee City Traffic 
Department became the bride of Byford 
Metzger on December 30 at the Presbyte- 
rian Church in Pawnee City. Mrs. Metzger 
will continue her work. 


Florence Beck, Fairbury Traffic Depart: 
ment, and Marvin Herman were united in 
marriage on December 16 at the Baptist 
Parsonage in Superior. Mrs. Herman will 
continue her work. 


Start Saving Your News 


The News will be bound in volume 
form two years from now. Seems a 
long way off but to have all your copies 
then you had better start saving them 
now. This issue will be the first one 


you'll need for the next volume. 


Promotions, Transfers, Title Changes 


Monica Lempka 
Instructor 
Auburn 


Phyllis E. Jones 
Service Reon. 
Lincoln 


Robert E. Wohlberg 
Junior Engineer 
Lincoln 


F. W. Morris 
Service Engineer 
Lincoln 


Increase in Social 

Security Taxes 

A 50 PER CENT increase in social 
~4 security taxes as of January 1, 
1950, is now in effect. The rate em- 
ployers and employees each will pay 
is 114 per cent tax on wages and sala- 
ries up to a wage or salary maximum 
of $3,000. The schedule of benefits 
remains unchanged. 

The original social security law pro- 
vided that the initial 1 per cent levy 
each on employee and employer should 
rise to 1'4 per cent at the start of 
1940, but delays were voted by Con- 
gress until the increase was authorized 
by legislation passed by the Eightieth 
Congress 1n 1948. 

That vote of Congress also scheduled 
an increase in the levy to 2 per cent 
on January 1, 1952, but did not in- 
crease the present maximum retirement 
benefit of $45.20 a month per worker 
or $85 a family. A pending bill passed 
by the House and which is now before 
the Senate, provides for a maximum tax 
base of $3,600, and would raise benefits 
for a worker to $64 a month, and the 
maximum for a family to $150 a month. 


Commercial 


Phyllis E. Jones, clerk to service representa- 


tive, Lincoln. 


F. W. Morris, commercial representative to 


service engineer, Lincoln. 


Engineering 


Robert E. Wohlberg, advanced clerk to junior 


‘engineer, Lincoln. 


Plant 


Gerald E. Carter, warehouseman to shopman, 
Supply, Lincoln. 


L. G. Ellis, garage serviceman to warehouse- 
man, Supply, Lincoln. 


(Fels els ts sre! 


Ivan E. Doran, male clerk to switchman, 
Service, Lincoln. 


Robert H. Hunzeker, groundman, Sutton to 
Geneva. 


Carl H. Mischnick, garage serviceman, Sup- 
ply, to switchman, Service, Lincoln. 


Robert L. Rippen, groundman to splicer’s 
helper, Construction, Lincoln. 


Howard W. Robinette, warehouseman_ to 
shopman, Supply, Lincoln. 


C. A. Salisbury, combination, Sutton to Clay 
Center. 


G. L. Sinner, groundman, Sutton to Geneva. 


Traffic 


Monica Lempka, A&L operator to instructor, 
Auburn. 
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The following list of new employees is published as a gesture of friendly 
welcome and to help them get acquainted. We hope that they will enjoy their 
new occupation as well as the many fine associations that go with it. 


Name Position Exchange Date Employed 
Accounting 
EL ClGtt We OWS occ eres Machine Operator..............---- LE ya ha:| |) Rae eee eee December 22 
Engineering 
Phyllis... \arandanig occcn: Stenographers ew Lincoln..............---.....December 20 
Plant 
As 2), TOUCRINE beeen Lie mais ps sis LAW CONN cc oehcci vanidvetotecs. December 12 
James W. Cruickshank.......... Groundman..........022.202-220e-0000": Wy a OGiscccsncveictee as. December 19 
Fy Flic ASSN: ices tcceuespvavadensous CEU AN conser eset Nebraska City........... December 17 
Je Rw FLAS ED ciccscsecteccceeaccene Garage Serviceman............---- Di RCOl Risin cccdectestcves December 8 
Ss ee 0 es ES SR Warehouseman.................2--+-- DA CO peo fexcevereessnte November 22 
Be Le IB DGP ce aes es Warehouseman..............-..-2+++ TCO detections, December 2 
Bo Pn VRC cick pane eadiendoeiens Groundman.............02222...00e000+ Pepsi escnceccscceeneeteninns December 27 
io eee y Eg Soe | | ol (See nee Ground Maniceceieeicce dee sovesivciesss DA GGOietace-ceceedwreseecs November 21 
es he, POAT cst eas ict Groundman....-...2..2cccccc0-0eeeeee*: Nebraska City........... December 17 
)°O. Minithidonnccmntnciauss Groundman.............0222..-00eee00" Pee rilcastcnaseclacercbavtey, December 1 
Gea! «dee BL 7 1 ae GO UHI NAT in cooico vineservecccccennascnwe WN) a Gv desecaunceoateenices December 19 
Re e- Pis A thicccaiei eet Groundman................02..200ee00++ Nebraska City........... December 17 
| an ae coe 9 | 2 | eer een CSTOUMOMOT i Sk Sccsvesic aiconeues Nebraska City........... December 17 
ie en | Co), | 5 penne eRe erm Groundman..........00...222.2.-200--= Nebraska City........... December 6 
Lidia: i. “Wie tekst). L105 a |. Se ene en on eS WY YIMOT Cencnccieckeonvenss: November l 
Traffic 

Violet: Ly Alletizeccceaivedscesdensens Fg Wa 216: | 0) er een RCE David City... Sais December 19 
Lillian® FAAS CCR sons castneenn: FO jh 10) gee ee Fairbury.u..5siwince. December 6 
Esther L. Brockman.............-- Ly OperatG sce ees LiicOl fic ookcsndsntacsenl November 29 
Best dtc o) gb) e| Caen er emren er ree Contract Chief Operator....... CROP ESC aca veiacte teteeegaas December 11 
Farle FAG OK ssenvsscasseacnscens | ae © oc): <1 0) ee eee ere LE hy (eo! | 5 ne ee December 12 
Shirley~ Ws. Plellersc.sscassiccuns DD RO OHANG Fo iicce ees cae ee Lincoln...........--+ ---..--- November 29 
Esther McNulty c.ci-sissecesser Pe RIP CR aOR sito 2al acckensvceties WY YIN OPC sco-ninesematares i; November 28 
BeIVe: Tc. PPOCET paseececs sen soactonsesss Fg ame OE) 2 3) 0) pe cee ee ee PAASUIN GS iucpssccedneeeiccess November 21 
Blaine Pe Piste twesccoccscsseasestus: FX, MO PCEAGE procieadenisnccosmecneaes Lip Rs 5 5-1: ae ne November 21 
Los FOO sec Sees Assistant Cook ici se ceseca LANCO li nsiciceteenvereck: December 12 
LaVerne M. Rathjen............. Ph: AORTA si sien a coste dace David (AY nls. December = 5 
Myra M. Wertz...........::::-206 EOP PAtOT acer teniicSnnshacsaneies Lain@l tisossncvausseeancegets December 12 
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ervice Birthdays 


UOUEUODUDUDDDDUEDDODODUDODDAQUOUDUEDDDTUDODEDODDODEDODODOEOUDUODUDODDEDUEO ODODE DODODREODDOODOEUOODDEOUUUO DODO DEDOEOUGEQDOODDODOEGRDEODGOQUODDEOODOUODOGUOUDOUGDOOUDODEOUDOUDEDODODODDORDOUDOUDUDOURRIDODUEREDE DREAD UODODDDODODUODEDOSOGODUODOSDOOEOUURUDOUDODUDODURQUOUEBODEQEDESUOCUQUSUOEUROSUOSUCUUDOSUDERRESEESUOQIUSEOAUEQUGUUORUCQUUSODEDEDOUORUEOONOD 


Hiland H. Wheeler 
Lincoln 
35 Years 


Thirty-Eight Years 


Lincoln 
25 Years 


Anna M. Aden, Wilber; Commodore N. 


Beaver (Director), York. 
Thirty-Five Years 
Hiland H. Wheeler, Lincoln. 
Thirty-Four Years 
C. A. Burge, Beatrice; Charlotta L. ] 
Westley, Shelby. 
| Thirty-Three Years 
A. E. Lamberson, Lincoln. 
Thirty-Two Years 
D. C. Travis, Lincoln. 
Thirty-One Years 
Harriet E. Wynn, Plattsmouth. 
Twenty-Nine Years 
L. E. Hurtz (Director), Omaha. 
Twenty-Seven Years 


G. E. Codington (Director), Auburn; 
T. C. Cone, Seward; A. M. Geist, Lincoln; 
Agnes Gustafson, Osceola; Goldie M. Thomp- 


son, Tecumseh. 
Twenty-Six Years 
Edith A. Schleiger, Sutton. 
Twenty-Five Years 
Aletha M. Davison, Lincoln. 
Twenty-Four Years 
J]. H. Agee (Director); A. B. Waters, 
Lincoln. 
Twenty-Three Years 
G. D. Brock, Wilber; J. H. Mankamyer, 
Sutton: Hattie F. Staley, Lincoln. 
Twenty-ITwo Years 
Lillian Baker, Lincoln; M. A. Birdsley, 
Auburn: Ardena M. Pearson, John Spady, 


Hastings. 
Twenty-One Years 


F. W. Morris, Kathryn Portsche, R. T. 


Ross, Lincoln. 
Twenty Years 


C. E. Lawson, J. S. Reed, Jr., Lincoln. 
Nineteen Years 

Jacob Schneider, Lincoln. 
Sixteen Years 


Mary M. Bornemeier, Lincoln. 


Aletha M. Davison 


Cc. E. Lawson 
Lincoln 
20 Years 


Elizabeth Edwards 
Plattsmouth 
10 Years 


Irene Combs 
Lincoln 
10 Years 


Twelve Years 
Cecile M. Morehead, Pawnee City. 
Ten Years 
Mildred E. Brobst, Benedict; Irene Combs, 
Lincoln; Elizabeth P. Edwards, Plattsmouth. 
Seven Years 
Charles McClure, Jr., Hastings. 
Six Years 


Ruth V. Compton, Hastings; Pauline D. 
Hafemeister, Seward; Betty A. Hinman, Lin- 
coln; Margaret M. Sanburg, Shickley; Esther 
I. Whitacre, Polk. 


Five Years 


Henrietta L. Menninga, Beatrice; A. D. 
Miller, Lincoln; Pauline E. Reckard, Platts- 


mouth. 


Benefit Claims Paid 


HE following claims were paid by 
the Telephone Employees Mutual 
Benefit Association during the months 
of November and December. 
November 


Primary members: Carmen M, Sullivan, 
York Traffic, $4.00; Della Wilcox, Lincoln 
Traffic, $10.00; Elizabeth Reinsch, Lincoln 
Traffic, $165.50; E. A. Ernst, Nebraska City 
Plant, $186.50; H. S. Knudson, Lincoln Serv- 
ice, $151.50: Clyde Burge, Beatrice Executive, 
$25.50; H. T. Drake, Tecumseh Plant, $5.00; 


af 9 ye 


Mildred E, Brobst 
Benedict 
10 Years 


J. S. Reed, Jr. 
Lincoln 
20 Years 


Eva M. Kilgore, David City Traffic, $11.00; 
Leola Heins, David City Traffic, $268.50; 
Nelle Nelson, Hastings Traffic, $73.00; Alice 
Johnson, Tecumseh Traffic, $45.00; Velma Gar- 
land, Geneva Commercial, $22.50. 

Dependents: Mary Ann Liesveld, Lincoln, 
$9.75; Roger Wait, Lincoln, $6.38; R. L. Hohn- 
stein, Lincoln, $39.60. 


December 


Primary members: Helen Pickard, Lincoln 
Accounting, $253.50; H. W. Potter, Lincoln 
Executive, $15.00; W. F. Combs, Lincoln Con- 
struction, $10.00; Ina Ozenbaugh, Lincoln 
Traffic, $185.50; Adell Hershey, Tobias Traf- 
fic, $172.00; Marilyn J. Fones, Lincoln Traf- 
fic, $159.50; Emmaline Brenneman, Hastings 
Traffic, $17.50; T. W. Ryan, Tecumseh Non- 
Functional, $78.10; C. J. Novak, Wahoo. Plant, 
$277.10; L. E. Hatfield, Lincoln Construction, 
$49.60; H. O. Gillespie, Beatrice Plant, $238.50; 
F E. Behm, Lincoln Executive, $31.50; Doro- 
thy Summers, Beatrice Traffic, $19.50. 

Dependents: Mrs. W. A. Letellier, Nebraska 
City, $196.87; Mrs. C. E. Harp, Lincoln, $126.38; 
Daryl Shipp, Lincoln, $22.50; Mrs. R. A. Fran- 
cis, Hebron, $7.50; Mary E. Ryan, Tecumseh, 
$37.50; Mrs. M. C. Hulbert, Lincoln, $37.13; 
Dwight E. Hulbert, Lincoln, $28.88; Mrs. S. K. 
Lawrence, Lincoln, $37.13; Dan W. Smith, 
Pawnee City, $1.50. 


New Northwestern Bell Head 


| sae J. McNEELY was elected 
president of the Northwestern Bell 
Telephone Company by its Board of 
Directors on December 6. He succeeds 
the late Russell J. Hopley who diec 
November 23. 
The new Northwestern Bell prest- 
dent is a native of Jackson, Missour, 
and has been with the Bell telephone 
system since 1922. a 
A. F. Jacobson, the companys vice 
president and general manager of its 
Nebraska-South Dakota area, has been 
appointed vice president in charge of 
operations, succeeding Mr. McNeely. 
J. W. Cook is the new vice president 
and general manager of the company § 


Nebraska-South Dakota area. 


—_— 


Eastern District 
Ruth Mays, Associate Editor 
David City Area 


Vivian Dee, Correspondent 


The rest room has taken on a new look. 
Along with new drapes, a new paint job 
and a few knick-knacks here and there, it 
really looks nice. ... The high spot of the 
month was the wedding of Emily Hanus. 
. . . Our Christmas party was held at the 
Rose Room December 13th. All the girls 
were present and enjoyed a gay evening. 
There was an exchange of gifts after which 
Emily Hanus was presented with a fare- 
well gift. 


Nebraska City Area 


Edna Komma, Correspondent 


“Yours truly’ is pinch hitting for the 
new correspondent, who will be Nellie Bur- 
bee, starting next month. ... The vacation 
season is now over, Nellie Burbee has just 
returned from hers, having spent it at 
Sedalia, Missouri. but it seems as though 
the time of forced vacations is here, Mrs. 
Ella Fisher, Jean Tigner, Mrs. Lois Smith, 
Mary Ross, Betty Johnson and Cleora Rob- 
bins all having been on the sick list... . 
We were sorry to hear of the death of Mar- 
jorie Harrah’s Grandfather. . Everyone 
enjoyed the Christmas party that we had 
at the telephone office. We all exchanged 
gifts and Miss Bader was presented with a 
Jovely necklace and Miss Peterson a blouse 
from all of the girls. At the close of the 
evening, delicious refreshments were served 
by Mrs. Vest and Mrs. Tackett. The girls 
were treated to a candy bar by Miss Bader. 
... We also received several boxes of candy 
from some of our grateful customers. In- 
cluded in these were, James Oi] Company, 
Mason Colbert, Wetl’s Drug Store, Nebras- 
ka City Medical Group, Harry Wolfe, News 
Press and the Fire Department. To all of 
these kind people we say “Thanks a Lot.” 
... “Yours truly” was very pleasantly sur- 
prised on her birthday. She went over to 
pay Miss Peterson a social call and after 
arriving there, discovered that about four- 
teen of the girls from the office had already 
made their appearance. She was presented 
with a very pretty coffee table for her new 
home. And guess what Santa brought her 
for Christmas? Yes, you guessed, another 
coffee table. ... Georgia Gerdes and Gwen- 
dolyn Earl have completed their toll train- 


ing. . . . Good luck girls!!!... We wish 
everyone a very Happy New Year!! 


Plattsmouth Area 
Thelma Tritsch, Correspondent 

Bob Humiston and family spent the 
Christmas holidays in Republic, Kansas 
with friends and relatives. ... Mr. and Mrs. 
Art Johanns spent Christmas in Omaha.... 
Mr. and Mrs. Walter Tritsch spent Christ- 
mas with Dr. and Mrs. W. C. Kenner in 
Nebraska City. ... Tuesday, December 20, 
the Commercial, Plant and ‘Traffic em- 
ployees had a very lovely Christmas dinner 
party at the Plattsmouth Hotel dining room. 
The tables were arranged in the form of a 
“T” and were beautifully decorated with 
evergreen, ornamental trees and _ lighted 
candles. After a turkey dinner was served, 
the employees had a white elephant grab 
bag which proved most amusing. We think 
Fae Newens and Georgia Tartsch grabbed 
the most unusual gifts?? Of course we won’t 
have to worry about Bob Humiston getting 
ill any more, as he grabbed the most help- 
ful drug for all common ailments. The 
evening was spent in playing cards and 
Pauline Reckard and Art Johanns won high 
prizes for pinochle and Alice Sharpnack, 
Hazel Humiston and Rose Janda won prizes 
in Canasta. It was so nice to have Georgia 
Tartsch with us again. Everyone had much 
fun. . . . Alice Sharpnack and son had 
Christmas dinner with her brother, Theodore 
Ptak and family. ... Mr. A. M. Newens 
is spending his vacation at home. A very 
good idea just before the holidays. ... We 


enjoyed having Ed Dulin in the office with 


us for a week. Come bagek again, Ed... .- 
We were very pleased with our Christmas 
tree on the roof of our office. It made a 
very attractive picture at night. However, 
we fear the boys didn’t appreciate the idea 
as much as those who thought it up, cause 
they had to do the work. 


Seward Area 
Helen Norwood, Correspondent 

First of all, Seward is mighty proud of 
their newly painted operating room and rest 
room. We all enjoy it very much. We also 
have a new addition, a candy machine which 
is very much enjoyed by everyone who has 
access to it.... The Commercial, Plant and 
Traffic employees held their annual Christ- 
mas party on December 15 at 6:15 P. M. 
in the lobby of the telephone building. A 
delicious dinner of ham and all the trim- 
mings filled the menu, plus dessert—mince 
meat and pecan pie. The tables were deco- 
rated in the festive mode. It looks as though 
everybody will have to go on a diet after 
the holidays, with all the eats we had. Pit 
was the diversion of the evening. Prizes 
were won by Rita Miller and Michael 
Danaher high, and Beata Merz and Welden 
Duer low. At the close of the evening, a 
gift exchange was held under the big Christ- 
mas tree with Thad Cone acting as Santa 
Claus. Everybody received some very nice 
gifts, especially Joe Abrams, who was espec- 
ially honored by Santa. How about that 
Joe? Doesn’t it seem good to have a nice 
figure once?!!!! Rita Miller spent a 
couple of days visiting at her home in 
Campbell, Nebr. ... Mrs. Hafemeister and 
Berniece Mueller attended the capping @xer- 
cises of nurses at the Immanuel Lutheran 
Hospital, Omaha, Nebr. Phyliss Hafe- 
meister, daughter of Mrs. Hafemeister and 
Betty Mueller, sister of Berniece, were 
capped. ... Laura Douty spent her vaca- 
tion at home. . . . Welden Duer spent his 
vacation “down on the farm” with his folks. 
Gerald Shipley spent his two weeks 


Front Cover Picture 


The picture on our front cover for this 
issue was taken in the cable vault of the new 
Hastings building. Veteran cable _ splicers 
Howard Lahr and George Burt are splicing 
1200 pair underground cables to 600 pair 
cables running from the vault to the main 
frame upstairs. Six 1200 pair local cables and 
one 75 quad toll cable enter the vault. 


traveling through Florida and Georgia. 
Lucky guy, missing all this cold weather. ... 
Commercial, Plant and Traffic employees 
have been busy with the cutover of Beaver 
Crossing. ... Marjorie Hinze spent a week 
at Stromsburg taking care of her mother, 
who had an operation recently. ... Re- 
cently, “yours truly” had quite a title pro- 
claimed her. Taking a call from a subscriber 
at a paystation (who was feeling mighty 
good, incidentally) she got his party and 
told him to deposit his money so they could 
talk. After a persuation of a certain length 
of time, she again told him politely to de- 
posit his money. Finally he turned around 
to somebody and said, “I sure wish this old 
setting hen would get off the line”. Climax!! 
The “Setting Hen” got the money finally 
and they completed their conversation. 
Wahoo Area 
Mae Meduna, Correspondent 
The employees of the Commercial, Plant 
and Traffic Departments, Ashland, enjoyed 
a 6:30 dinner at the Silver Cafe. After the 
dinner, the “gang”? went back to the tele- 
phone office and played games. An enjoy- 
able time was had by all... . Magdelene 
Mathis of the Wahoo Traffic Department, 
submitted to an emergency operation De- 
cember 25 at the Wahoo Community Hos- 
pital. We wish her a speedy recovery... . 
Our annual Christmas party at Wahoo was 
held December 21 at the American Legion 
Hall with fifty-two attending. A delicious 
turkey dinner with all the trimmings was 
enjoyed. Not only one roast turkey, but 
three. Singing of Christmas carols, games 
and exchanging of gifts followed. The tables 
were set with Christmas holly and candles 
and a lovely tree helped make the evening 
an enjoyable one. Guests were John Man- 
ners and Mrs. Cruickshank of Wahoo, Ruth 
Mays, Mr. and Mrs. J. A. McKinzie and 
Mr. and Mrs. Art Keckler of Lincoln... . 
Kathryn Miller, Dewey Olsen and Bill 
Behrens have been on the sick list. We 
think it was from eating too much turkey. 
Magdelene Mathis was a recent re- 
cipient of a “sparkler”. Congratulations 
Magdelene!!! .. . The Wahoo Traffic force 
were well remembered by subscribers dur- 
ing Christmas week. They received four 
boxes of apples, five pounds of salted nuts 
and fifty pounds of candy. 


Hunting excursions that brought results. 
At left, B. A. Isaman, Ralph Wait and George 
Barney pose with their three trusty dogs, 
Rickey, Bessie and Tuck, and display a fine 
bag of wild ducks shot at Johnson Lake, Max 
Walker was the fourth hunter and the pho- 
tographer. Visitors at the cabin during the 
week long outing were Ed Dulin, Doc Wilson, 
C. C. Donley, John Spady and Dick Spady. 
At right, Dan Smith of Pawnee City shows 
five squirrels shot during a jaunt through 
the woods to prove he has a good eye with 
a .22 rifle. 


General Offices and 
Central District 


Accounting Department 


Frances Clinton, Associate Editor 


Your roving reporter started in search of 
news this month with the hope of report- 
ing the Christmas doings of the various 
department members, and found that the 
column promised to look like a map of 
Nebraska, with the Accounting Department 
scattered all over the state. In short, Christ- 
mas was spent “at home” by nearly every- 
one — home being any of the four corners 
of the state. And according to all reports, 
everyone ate too much and had a simply 
wonderful holiday. Who could ask for more? 
... One of the few who didn’t stay at home 
was Pat Laymon, who says she spent a 
fine Christmas week-end in St. Louis... . 
A last-of-the-year vacationer has been G. W. 
Jahn, who enjoyed a week vacationing at 


home. . . . We miss Ann Keegan, who has 
been ill for several weeks. Hope she'll 
be back soon. ... It’s hard to tell just who 


is the proudest member of the department 
lately, with Eunice Bailey boasting a new 
grandson, Laura Sires a new granddaughter, 
and Ferne Burns and Arlene Yost each 
claiming a new nephew. Eunice’s daughter, 
Irene Nickell, is a former member of the 
Accounting Department. 


Commercial Department 


Lincoln Business Office 
Myrtle Hiner, Associate Editor 


1949 now belongs to history. 1950 will 
undoubtedly be a year of progress — that 
is, if every one of us put our shoulders to 
the wheel with firm determination to solve 
many of the problems which confront us 
today. For example, whether to recommend 
an astringent diet for Lee Schlentz or buy 
him a new girdle. And while we are on 
the subject of buying things, why not in- 
clude a nose guard for one of our bowling 
girls, and a retread for the seat of Waldo 
McDowell’s pants. Speaking of acci- 
dents we are happy to report that LaVonne 
Miller’s mother is now back home and re- 
covering nicely from the car accident in 
which she, LaVonne, her father and the 
boy friend were involved, LaVonne received 
a number of bruises and cuts, but is back 
to normal at this time. We all ex- 
perienced one of the happiest Christmas 
days for many a season when we finally re- 
ceived the report that Mr. K. B. Cary was 
well on the road to recovery and we are 
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all waiting the day when he will again come 
barging through the door to make his wants 
known to one and all—sure, and it will 
be a great day. ... And speaking of grand 
days we sure had it at our Christmas break- 
fast, including the General Commercial of- 
fice force, Friday morning, December 23. 
Thanks to a wonderful committee, the 
tables were beautifully decorated and the 
menu was something out of this world — 
Congratulations and thanks girls. . . . Along 
with a good time enjoyed by all, Santa 
Claus in the shape of A. B. Smith made 
his appearance and presented each of us 
with a gift. And A. B. Waters, not to be 
out-done by the good old Saint, presented 
Harry Gore with a gold wrist watch as a 
gift from us all on his retirement January 
1.... And now for the Christmas vacations 
if space will allow, Virginia Anderson and 
family drove to Marine City, Michigan to 
spend her two weeks vacation with her home 
folks, Anne Swisher spent Christmas in 
Winfield, Kansas, as Verna Alexander in 
Goehner, Nebraska, Wanda McDowell in 
Riverton, Dean Hamilton and family in 
McCook. Myrna Jensen in Cordova, Dennis 
Gahan in Algona, Iowa, and Alice Fender 
and husband in Shenandoah, Iowa. 


Construction Department 
Shirley Hess, Associate Editor 


We have had lots of last minute vacation- 
ers — all doing their bit to help Santa out, 
no doubt. Herman Studier and his family 
broke in that new Chevy with a trip to 
Florida and a card from them tells of 86 
degree temperatures but then we've had 
almost that kind of weather here in Ne- 
braska. .. . Cliff Artz’ vacation turned out 
to be not quite our idea of a vacation. He’s 
out at St. Elizabeth’s for an appendectomy. 
We wish him all the luck in the world and 
hope he’s back with us by the time we're 
reading this... . Roy Mills has been in to 
see us several times — chipper as ever, how- 
ever, it will probably be some time before 
he’ll be back at work but it’s good to see 
him around. ... Brick Smith is home now 
and we're happy to report that he is making 
steady progress. . . . Harry Moss gave us 
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Pride of the employee folk dance group at Lincoln, the “Forty-Niners,”’ is their very own 
orchestra which they acclaim to be second to none. Left to right are Hazel Nichols, Emil 
Brodecky and Ray Baldwin. Mrs. Nichols and Mr. Baldwin were recruited from the Traffic 


and Service Departments, respectively. 


our Christmas wish personally when he 
dropped in the- other day. It seemed good 
to see him and that Wisconsin weather 
must agree with him as he’s looking younger 
every time we see him. ... Don Utterson, 
construction lineman here in Lincoln, cer- 
tainly had tough luck early this month. He 
had been home with the flu several days 
when the apartment house where they live 
caught fire and from what we heard was 
completely demolished. We certainly offer 
our sympathies. ... And then there’s Gene 
Schrank who had the misfortune of having 
his car fender smashed while he was parked 
near the warehouse. The culprit left a note 
on Gene’s car with all the necessary infor- 
mation. Gene, all excited, was trying to 
telephone the man and couldn’t understand 
why he couldn’t reach him when he finally 
discovered that he was giving the operator 
his own car license number to ring instead 


of the fellow’s telephone number... . All 
we hope is that people don’t get the idea 
that its the environment. ... Have a Happy 


and Prosperous New Year. 


Engineering Department 


Frances Koontz, Associate Editor 

Everyone seems to have everything under 
control after the Christmas Holidays, except 
maybe a few bills. - Don Christle got 
just what he wanted for Christmas — a new 
Ford convertible. ... Ed Brehm has decided 
to eat all his meals at home from now on. 
He was invited out for dinner on Christ- 
mas, and as his hostess was sick, he ended 
up by getting part of the dinner as well as 
doing more dishes than he had ever seen. 
. . . One of Bud Eden’s Christmas presents 
back-fired. For further information contact 
Maurice Franklin or Bud. ... Welcome to 
Phyllis Crandall, our new stenographer. .. . 
Marie Jackson was very pleased to have 
her husband home for the Christmas holi- 
days. 


Lincoln Service Department 
Dorothy Miller, Associate Editor 


Vacations in the Service Department have 
ended along with the holidays. R. L. Clin- 
ton, W. L. Hassler, Dorothy Miller and 


Helen Gill are some of: those who vaca- 
tioned over Christmas and New Year’s.... 
The Switchroom lost one of its “old em- 
ployees” when C. C. “Doug” Perryman re- 
tired after thirty-seven years of service. 
“Doug” was surprised December 28 with a 
breakfast and the presentation of a gift. 
All of his friends in the Service Department 
wish him well and hope he won’t forget 
to visit us when he has time. . . . Christmas 
parties were held in both the Switchroom 
and the Service Department. The Switch- 
room had its party on December 19 and 
there were many reports about the wonder- 
ful food Chef Warren Shuck “cooked up” 
and the funny grab bag presents. Everyone 
had a fine time. The Service Department 
party was also a big success. The Com- 
mittee outdid itself in providing some very 
tasty food and the grab bag brought quite 
a few laughs. The moving pictures were 
very interesting and everyone had an en- 
joyable evening. 


Supply Department 
Florence Tatman, Associate Editor 

December vacations are always the envy 
of those of us who have long ago forgotten 
we had similar time off. Ernie Royce spent 
two weeks shopping, loafing, and, inciden- 
tally, doing only a very few of the odd jobs 
around home which he had been putting 
off for months. Frank M. Condos enjoyed 
his leisure at home. Rollie Winders says 
he stayed at home and did as little as pos- 
sible. Russell Rauch kept quite busy (and 
we use the word quite as Webster defines 
it). He had a ‘“Postman’s Holiday” — not 
walking, as is usually the case, but handling 
mail and parcel post at the Lincoln post- 
office the week preceding Christmas. He 
thinks the people in Lincoln must all have 
been well treated by Santa. Jerry 
Carter’s vacation was not too enjoyable but 
he accomplished something that had been 
needed for a long time. He spent his time 
off having a tonsilectomy at Veterans’ Hos- 
pital. Mary Eis was much surprised 
while singing with the Telephone Christmas 
Carolers at the hospital when she saw Jerry 
in the audience of patients. ... As a word 
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of appreciation to the Carolers, from a 
thankful recipient, Jerry wants everyone to 
know that the singing was beautiful. .. . 
Clara Hannon enjoyed her vacation by 
spending Christmas at home in Beaver 
Crossing, then several days visiting relatives 
in St. Louis. She was anticipating an en- 
joyable train ride —her first such adven- 
ture — but the slow motion train she took 
was more of a disappointment than a pleas- 
ure. Only those who have ridden all night 
in a chair car of a local can appreciate the 
boredom of such a trip. Clara came back 
to work wearing a third-finger sparkler. Our 
non-committed, single gals are getting 
mighty scarce, boys . With two 3-day 
week ends in a row we thought sure we 
could be writing about many exciting out- 
of-town trips, but we’ve been able to learn 
of only one. Lowell Johnson spent Christ- 
mas week end in Stromsburg and New 
Year’s week end in Gothenburg. Swedish? 
Yes, Sir! . . . Bill Hartz has taken a lesson 
from Darlene Chantry and has now joined 
the ranks of the professional lock pickers, 
or something. Recently, a trick lock on the 
door of Darlene’s car became so well locked 
that her key would not open it. One of 
those extra special locking arrangements had 
been installed to prevent theft of the car, 
but friend husband had neglected to fully 
inform Darlene all the details about it. Bill 
Hartz was called into action and he tried 
every means known in the mechanical trade, 
but to no avail. Finally, upon insistence 
and coaching from Darlene he resorted to 
pushing a steel rod down through the cloth 
top of the car and unlatched the door 
handle from the inside. It was on a shop- 
ping night and Darlene had promised al- 
most the entire office force a quick ride up 
town promptly at five. It was quite a sight 
— Bill, completely surrounded by anxious, 
advice-giving gals, trying desperately to ac- 
complish a rather delicate and ticklish task. 
... “There’s No Place Like Nebraska’”’ said 
Muggs Stebbings during his recent visit, 
but from all appearances Alabama _ hasn’t 
been too hard on him. We were all mighty 
glad to see him and hear his tales of the 
South. He is happily engaged in refrigera- 
tion sales engineering in Birmingham. 


Traff ic Department 


General Traffic & Cafeteria 
Jeanne Hueppelsheuser, Associate Editor 


As “Yours Truly” approached the M 
Street entrance of the Telephone Building 
one recent morning, a loud “Hey” was heard 
from the Yellow Cab parked at the curb. 
Upon investigation it was found that Miss 
Metcalf had arrived in great style — only 
to find that she was minus the required 
fare... . Welcome to Loris Pool. Miss Pool 
joined the Cafeteria force in December... . 
Thanks to the girls in the operating room 
for our invitation to their Christmas party. 
We of the General Traffic Department en- 
joyed it immensely. 


Lincoln Operating Department 
Mary Ormand, Associate Editor 


On December 15, our annual Christmas 
party was held with the usual good time. 


The party, starting with the program ar- 
ranged by a committee composed of Betty 
Vogelgesang, chairman; Hazel Nichols, co- 
chairman; assisted by Dorothy Grafton, 
Louise Snook, Mary Gill, Millie Raymond 
and Edonis Garner gave evidence of care- 
ful preparation on the part of the committee 
and the talented ones of our Company who 
performed. The sextette composed of Alice 
France, Aldean Steinhoff, Georgia Story, 
Virginia Stiles and Anna Dealey with Lois 
Meyers as soloist, gave several beautiful 
selections. . . . Our men’s barbershop quar- 
tet composed of Messrs. Eggerss, Walroth, 
Mills and Gorman gave us the usual treat. 
The music interspersed by various acts gave 
us excellent entertainment. Marilyn Maly, 
Ruth Hetherington, Arlene Zabel, Maxine 
Pointer, Doris Murphy, Rose Guilfoyle, 
Kathryne Guilfoyle and Jean Simmerman 
displayed unknown talent in the sketch 
“Torna Loone’s Strange Fate,” or “Kid- 
napped in a Potato Sack,” with Carolyn 
Becker narrator. Carol Williams displayed 
much talent in her acrobatic dance. After 
the show Santa Claus made his appearance, 
distributing a gift to all from our lovely 
Christmas tree. The decoration committee 
composed of Darlene Gans, Chairman; 
Esther Borchers; Marilyn Fones; Mary Ann 
Day; and Ruth Kreiner did a beautiful job 
of decking the halls with boughs of holly. 
During the distribution of gifts we were 
served in relaying groups in the cafeteria. 
Delicious refreshments were served by the 
committee consisting of ‘Theresa Peters, 
chairman; assisted by Berthamae Ward; 
Juanita. Schlief, Bernice Bishop, Lillian 
Hubbard, Betty Henricks, Virginia Hunt, 
Doris Murphy, and Magdalene Bank. Last 
but not least, we wish to mention the clever 
invitations and posters made by the Pub- 
licity Committee composed of Ruth Furry, 
chairman; assisted by Millie Forst, Carolyn 
Becker, Mary Arthur and Josephine Lococo. 
. .. Kenny Perry who likes to be different 
initiated a new style recently when she ap- 
peared with her pullover sweater worn in- 
side out. The label served as a dress orna- 
ment in front! . .. Those in our midst ob- 
served to wear diamonds are Edonis Garner, 
Addalene Lorenson, Darlene Gans, Aldean 
Steinhoff, and Elizabeth Reinsch. Congratu- 
lations! ... Wera Wasson recently mourned 
the loss of her pet cat, “Blackout.” But not 
for long. Ruth Furry supplied her with 
another named “Petunia,” name being de- 
rived from her vengeance on the petunia 
bed. . . . Veda Nichols is recuperating at 
home after a severe attack of the flu... . 
Lillian Campbell, a hard-working gal, does 
enjoy her little diversions between times. 
Among them the little supper snack she 
brings with her, but one evening the “cup- 
board was bare.” After much rummaging 
she ate the only one available. Finally 
Darlene Gans wearing a rather red face 
announced she had eaten the wrong lunch! 
Oh well, we shall attribute it to the new 
diamond Darlene is wearing. ... Late vaca- 
tioners include Elouise Baldwin, Dorothy 
Rolls, Bessie Baker and Doris Armstrong. 
... Jean Vybiral came to work one morn- 


ing with a black eye, which she said came 
from having a tooth pulled. Now Jean, do 
you expect us to believe that? 


Southern District 


Christine Mason, Associate Editor 


Auburn Area 
Florence Fruehling, Correspondent 


The windup of annual vacations include 
the following from the Traffic Department: 
Oakel Butler, Irene Rebuck, and June Van- 
arsdell. . . . We are glad to have Marjorie 
Beckman back; she has recently been on 
the sick list. On December 20 the 
traffic and commercial girls had their Christ- 
mas party. 

Beatrice Area 
Christine Mason, Correspondent 

Mr. Dickenman is on the 3rd lap of his 
’49 vacation; isn’t it amazing how some 
people manage to wrangle 3 vacations in 
one year!! Polly Hergott spent the 
holiday with home folks at Gilead, Donna 
Wehling spent the long holiday week-end 
with her folks at Hanover, Kansas, Norma 
Jean Rutan “over-ate” Christmas goodies at 
“Blue Junction” (where in the heck is 
that?), and Chris Mason drove to Omaha. 
. . . Quite a bunch of the gals got together 
on the 16th for the annual Christmas party. 
First we had a covered dish supper — inci- 
dentally Lela Watson is a wonderful cook — 
then the inevitable, a short “hen session” 
until the photographer arrived. After pic- 
tures were taken, we had our gift exchange. 
After that it is rumored that some of the 
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girls went back to the basement and ate 
some more of that delicious food!! ... 
Nancy Wilson and Jackie Rathbun are the 
happy recipients of diamonds. . . . Marian 
Kleman spent the holidays in New Orleans, 
Louisiana. 
Fairbury Area 
Velda Schipper, Correspondent 
Dorcas Slater visited her daughter in 
Lincoln last week. ... Mary Jackson, Anna- 
belle Stocker, and Eileen Aubert visited in 
Clay Center recently. . .. Jeanne Lytton 
was on the sick list for a couple of days. 
. Betty Sheperd spent her vacation at 
Endicott. Berl Strayer and Leslie 
Burch of the Plant Department spent their 
vacations at home. .. . Patty Lawson spent 
the weekend at her home in Bruning. Floyd 
Nave and family went to Rockport, Mo. to 
visit relatives. Wauneta Child spent 
Thanksgiving in David City; and Betty 
Furry spent “Turkey Day” in Fort Scott, 
Kansas. Shopping in Omaha always 
sounds exciting and that’s what Bobbie 
Stuart and Velda Schipper did a couple 
of Saturdays ago... . The girls at the Fair- 
bury exchange had their Christmas party 
December 14. The evening was spent in- 
formally, gifts were exchanged and then re- 
freshments were served. ... Jack Caley 
had the bad luck of cracking a rib — caused 
by coughing, he says, but no one knows 
whether or not to believe him. 
Tecumseh Area 
Mary Kalin and Rosalie Stewart, Correspondents 
The Commercial and Traffic girls held a 
Christmas party Wednesday evening, De- 
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cember 14, in the commercial office. Vari- 
ous forms of amusement were enjoyed, then 
a delicious lunch was served. But the high- 
light of the evening was the exchange of 
Christmas” gifts which followed. Clara 
Costello was filled with anticipation when 
she received an attractive package from a 
mysterious “Mr. Stanley.” Was she ever 
disappointed when she discovered it was 
only a can of furniture polish which Clara 
had ordered previously, and which the girls 
had wrapped for her! The Chief Operator, 
Wanda Remmers, was luckier, she received 
a pair of vanity lamps from the girls... . 
Henri Goracke and Mary Kalin tried their 
skill at decorating the tree in the office but 
for some reason, after they were finished, 
it fell over and a few of the decorations 
were broken; and Mary Meister started 
bouncing a plastic ball which was guaran- 
teed “unbreakable.” P. S. It wasn’t. 

Tyler Ryan is wondering if someone didn’t 
make a mistake in sending him a package 
of mistletoe. . . . Alice Johnson had a har- 
rowing experience recently when she was 
stopped by a patrolman. It seems that all 
he wanted was to tell her to get the tail- 
light on her car fixed. .. . Clara Costello 
visited relatives in Omaha the weekend of 
December 3 and while there attended a 
hockey game. . We were sorry to have 
Sarah Flower leave us. She transferred to 
the Lincoln office so she can be with her 
husband who is with the Nebraska Safety 
Patrol in Lincoln. ... At Pawnee City we 
find Susie Crist as our new plug pusher, 
replacing Elsie Smutz who resigned due to 
il] health. A surprise kitchen shower 
was held at the telephone office December 


i5 honoring Virginia Crom, who is a recent 
bride. 


Wilber Area 
Lavina McElroy, Correspondent 


On December 21 the Traffic girls and 
the cashier had their annual Christmas 
party, a steak dinner and a theatre party 
made the evening complete. ... Leon L. 
Rezny, Wilber Plant, is spending his 10- 
day vacation at home... . Lloyd Miller and 
family had the misfortune to be involved 
in a car accident recently. Lloyd and his 
daughter, LaVonne, escaped without serious 
injury but Mrs. Miller’s injuries were such 
as to require hospitalization. She is still in 
the hospital and will probably remain there 
for several weeks. . . . Erman Wheatcraft, 
Plant, Friend, spent his 2 weeks vacation 
at home. 


Western District 


Goldia Simons, Associate Editor 


Geneva-Hebron Area 
Velma Garland and Verna Dankenbring, 
Correspondents 

On December 5 the Fairmont office 
helped Virginia Baker celebrate her birth- 
day. Virginia did not tell us exactly which 
one it was but the girls are just putting 21 
candles on their cakes these days regardless 
of what should be put on them. Well any- 
way one is only as old as one feels, so they 
say! ... December 21 was the date for the 
Fairmont office Christmas Party. Gifts 
were exchanged and bridge was the highlight 
of the evening’s entertainment. Then a 
lunch was served. ... The Geneva Traffic 
Department girls and the Commercial girls 
held their annual Christmas party Monday 
evening, December 19, at the Telephone 
Office. Everyone was present to partake in 
the fun. Gifts were exchanged and a special 
gift was presented to Joan Marson and 
Frances Steider who are resigning to take 
over the duties of housewives. The evening 
consisted of taking pictures by the Geneva 
Photo Company and _ the playing of 
monopoly and rummy. To climax the event 
hot chili was served. Umm, good!! 
Vacations still seem to be in order in this 
area and we find Lowell Garrett of the 
Plant Department reporting a wonderful 
time in Washington with relatives and 
friends. ... W.M. Minich, also of the Plant 
Department, is vacationing at home catching 
up on a few odd jobs and loafing; mostly 
loafing we think! Albert Andres of Hebron 
took Bill’s place while he was gone. 
Mr. Schierman, janitor at Geneva, left to 
spend Christmas and New Years in Texas 
with his daughter and family. Mrs. Scheier- 
man is already in Texas. ... Lila Hendrick- 
son is sporting a beautiful diamond. Con- 
gratulations, Lila! Heinie Taedter, 
Hebron Plant Department, spent last week 
in the Exeter exchange helping with the 
change to dial operation. 


Hastings Area 
Peséy Bexten, Correspondent 


As we write the news this month every- 
one is still dreaming of a white Christmas 
but the locker room has been snowed under 
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with prettily wrapped packages and girls 
making those last minute gifts for several 
weeks. .. . The new dial telephone building 
was the scene of the annual Traffic Christ- 
mas party. ... The social committee con- 
sisting of Marilyn Butman, Chairman; 
Moreane Alldritt; Audrey Ransom; Janet 
Harves; Joline Erickson; Carol Henry; Vee 
Rowlison; Colleen Kort; Rae Ellen Gran- 
nis; LaDonna Krueckelberg and Ann Hor- 
ton were beset with the problem of finding 
a new program at the last moment. The 
difficulty being —no piano. Ann and Har- 
lan Gates played several trumpet selections 
and Marilyn Butman gave several readings 
to conclude the program. The rest of the 
evening was spent playing games. 
Marie Pearson, Chief Operator, took moving 
pictures of the group during the evening. 
. .. Santa Claus delivered his presents from 
under the big tree to conclude the evening 
activities. The girls each bought a toy or 
gave money to a fund which was to help 
some needy family. The toys will be dis- 
tributed by the Salvation Army and the 
Good Fellows Organization. ... If you are 
wondering how to keep warm these brisk 
winter mornings, rumors have it that Bette 
Hudson has the solution; she wears several 
pairs of stockings and shoes at one time. 
Novel, don’t you think? . . . They say the 
early bird catches the worm, but Peggy 
Bexten does not quite agree. Seems that 
she reported to work at 7:00 a. m. one 
morning and had worked some time before 
the supervisor, Jerry Paulson, discovered 
that Peggy wasn’t to be on duty until 9:00 
a. m. Did you think that if you came a 
little early that you would get off earlier, 
Peggy??? ... New toll students this month 
ere Jeanne Steele, Nelle Nelson, Verena 
Carr and Nadine Killinger being tutored by 
Erma Keenan and Audrey Ransom. If you 
are wondering why Margie Olsen is wearing 
a brighter smile these days, please notice 
the third finger, left hand. Congratulations, 
we think it is very pretty. . . . Margie is 
not the only one with that “Lohengrin 
Look” in her eyes, as Nadine Johnson, 
Commercial Clerk, also has a pretty little 
something to adorn her left hand these days. 
Could that be the reason for the awful cold 
these days, Nadine? We are kidding, Nadine, 
and wish you all the happiness in the 
world. . .. Joanne Shuman spent her vaca- 
tion visiting her grandparents in Lincoln 
and trying to finish her Christmas knitting. 
Eating and sleeping were the main 
features in the vacations of Jeanne Steele, 
Cec Simons, Corrine DeBacker, and Nelle 
Nelson. ... Verena Carr visited her parents 
in Lincoln, and Nadine Killinger visited 
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her parents in Red Cloud. Minnie 
Schlitt spent her vacation in the dentist’s 
office and so we hear she tells she got 
those well known “Two Front Teeth.” 


Superior Area 
LuEtta Braun, Correspondent 


Lillie Wilford, the janitress, is vacation- 
ing for two weeks in Oklahoma and Nellie 
Leeson is taking her place while she is 
gone. Geraldine Williams just returned from 
a two week vacation. . . . Marianne Sole 
and LuEtta Braun were invited to eat din- 
ner with Mr. and Mrs. Frank Kubat last 
Tuesday and what a wonderful dinner. 
Thanks again, Mr. Kubat.... Mr. and Mrs. 
H. L. Whitney spent the weekend in Cedar 
Bluffs with relatives. . . . If certain girls 
continue to get tickets for over-parking at 
the meters, we may soon be short of opera- 
tors. How about it Pat and Mary Ann?? 
._.. The name Lois Jr. has been mentioned 
quite frequently lately. It seems Lois Jr. 
has been giving Beth ‘Thompson, her 
mistress, quite a bit of trouble. It is either 
a new battery, a quart of oil, a new genera- 
tor or air in the tires. You see Lois Jr. is 
Beth’s car. Beth at least feels when Lois Jr. 
decides to run without pushing she will 
have learned many things about a car... . 
Mary Ann Robinson, Chief Operator, has 
been getting more than sufficient exercise 
lately picking up match covers off the side- 
walks for her little nephew, who is collect- 
ing them. ... We wonder if LuEtta Braun 
will get a new belt for Christmas. The other 
day she sneezed and her belt snapped, she 
then mended it with the stapler. All was 
well for about five minutes when Lu sneezed 
again. What we want to know is what hap- 
pened to the pieces. 


Sutton Area 
Norma Nuss, Correspondent 

Grace Dillon has been on vacation for the 
past ten days. ... We are all glad to see 
Mr. Adkins back to work again, as he has 
been very ill. It is so true as far as Mr. 
Adkins is concerned about ‘You can’t keep 
a good man down”. The employees pre- 
sented him with a large box of fruit while 
he was in the hospital. .. . Robert Hunzeker 
and Gordon Sinner were transferred <0 
Geneva to work on the three-man crew for 
the Western District. ... A new operator, 
Margaret Nagle, is being trained to take 
Betty Hunzeker’s place as Betty is moving 
to Geneva very soon. .. . Despite the fact 
that Catherine Cassell lost her voice this 
week she is still coming to work. We won- 
dered how the public managed to hear her 
but they did....C. A. Salisbury and family 
are now in their new home at Clay Center. 


York Area 
Helen Garner, Correspondent 


The Traffic Department started the Holi- 
day Season with their annual Christmas 
Party with a large beautiful Christmas tree 
as atmosphere, a program of carol singing, 
several readings, both humorous and serious, 
a contest, exchanging of gifts and many 
lovely very clever gifts were received. An 
elaborate and tasty lunch was served by 
the food committee at the close of the party. 


eAnother Busy Season For the Telephone Chorus 


The inspiring music of Christmas time 
was sung again this year by the Tele- 
phone Employees Chorus in several ap- 
pearances at Lincoln. The group was 
well deserving of the many expressions 
of appreciation it received. Lois Meyers 
of Lincoln Traffic, whose beautiful 
mezzo-soprano voice led the chorus in 
several numbers, was particularly com- 
plimented by her appreciative listeners. 


The chorus spent six weeks in re- 
hearsal before it entered into the busy 
week just preceding Christmas. The 
group of 35 sang on Radio Station 
KFOR on December 22 and made sev- 
eral appearances in our general office 
and warehouse buildings at Lincoln. 
Before that they sang for the patients 
at the Veterans Hospital and for the 
children and old folks at White Hall 
and Tabitha Home. The week was most 
pleasantly concluded with a visit to 
the home of President Thomas C. Woods 
and a surprise call at the home of John 
H. Agee. 


A big pat on the back is due Chauncey 
Eggerss for his work of organizing the 
chorus and arranging its schedule in 
cooperation with Guy O. Seaton, per- 


sonnel director. Professor Leonard 
Paulson of Nebraska Wesleyan Univer- 
sity was the director of music and Pro- 
fessor John Winters the accompanist. 

This picture was taken at the con- 
clusion of a most enjoyable evening at 
the home of President Thomas C. Woods 
where the chorus sang for Mr. and Mrs. 
Woods, Mr. Frank H. Woods and Mrs. 
Woods’ mother, Mrs. Minnie Ladd. Left 
to right, seated in front, Joleen Jensen, 
Jean Walker, Verna Alexander and 
Ruth Younger; second row, Frank H. 
Woods, Mrs. Ladd, Thomas C. Woods, 
Professor Leonard Paulson, Mrs. Paul- 
son and Mrs. Woods; standing, Harold 
Brady, Guy Seaton, Pearl O’Hehir, 
Georgia Story, Lola Hetherington, 
George Walroth, Ruth Hetherington, 
Dorothy Grafton, Myrna Jensen, Clar- 
ence Meisner, Lois Meyers, Mabel 
Volpp, Shirley Bauer, Roy Mills, 
Chauncey Eggerss, Dick Grant, George 
Ramsey and Professor Winters. Mem- 
bers of the chorus not in the picture are 
Duane Hartley, Dick Hansen, Jim Tice, 
Catherine Cooley, Mary Gill, Mary Kis, 
Alice Fender, Geraldine Wart, A. B. 
Gorman, Delores Michael and Mary 
Mulder. 


As usual, the party was a big success... . 
Not long ago Luree McCarty invited Ardis 
Burhoop to spend the night at her home. 
Luree left the house early the next morning 
to go to work, without informing her father 
that Ardis was still asleep. Mr. McCarty 
left shortly after Luree, locking the front 
door securely. An hour or so passed, and 
Ardis awakened and prepared herself for 
work. Upon accomplishing this feat, she at- 
tempted to leave the house, only to find 
herself a prisoner. She jerked and yanked, 
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tugged and pulled, but the door would not 
budge. She was seriously contemplating 
crawling out the window, at the risk of 
being arrested as a suspicious character, 
when she discovered that the back door was 
unlocked. All Ardis can say is, “I’m glad 
they make houses with back doors.” 

We received several cards from former 
operators and from other exchanges and we 
wish to thank everyone for their thoughtful- 
ness. Happy New Year from the York 


gang! 
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FATE WAS UNKIND To MARY TACKETT, NEBRASKA CITY TRAFFIC, WHO 
5LIPPED AND FELL ON THE ICY SIDEWALK IN FRONT OF THE SWINGING 
DOORS OF A LOCAL PUB. OUTRAGED CITIZENS GAVE HER # 
WIDE BERTH AS SHE SAT THERE IN A DAZE 
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oo ree JEAN HUEPPELSHEUSER , GENERAL TRAFFIC, SAW SOME 
HUNGRY BIRDS LOOKING FOR FOOD IN HER BACK YARD. JEAN 
HAD JUST BAKED A BATCH OF ROLLS~ 50 SHE TOCK ONE OUT 
FOR JHE BIRDIES. #5 SHE BROKE THE ROLL, A JAGGED 
EDGE OF JHE CRUST DREW ACROSS HER HAND - GIVING 
IT A MOST SEVERE SCRATCH. 
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VIOLET MALEK, ASHLAND TRAFFIC,WAS APPOINTED AS 
A COMMITTEE OF ONE TO BUY AND DECORATE A TREE 
FOR THE OPERATORS LOUNGE. SHE SAW A DANDY 
AT A STORE ACROSS TOWN, BOUGHT IT AND CARRIED 
IT THE SEVERAL BLOCKS To THE OFFICE .. BUT WHEN 
SHE GOT THERE THE TREE WAS BARE ALMOST 
EVERY NEEDLE HAD DROPPED OFF BY JHE Time 
IT COULD BE DECORATED 


IGOTTAGET \ 4 FEW DA¥S BEFORE 
CHRISTMAS, TOM RISSER 
Tn RODE DOWN ON THE ELEVATOR 


GEE PoP, | DION’T 
KNOW YOU COULD 


DO THE BACKWARD ONE SATURDAY, JOHN WENT UPTOWN AND INVESTED IN A NEW 


CHARGER , HE MOUNTED IT ON THE GARAGE WALL AND HOOKED 
IT TO HIS BATTERY THAT NIGHT. COME THE NEXT DAY WHILE DRIVING 
To CHURCH, JOHN NOTICED THE HOOD FLAPPING IN THE WIND. GETTING 
OUT JO INVESTIGATE HE FOUND THE BATTERED CHARGER AND PART 
OF THE GARAGE WALL STILL FASTENED To HIS BATTERY... .. 


You MEAN! GOTTA BE 
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* WAIL AND WITH He ee HELEN GORACKE TECUMSEH TRAFFIC 
SN AIL AND WITH HIS ‘0 fot MARRIED 70 BE KE; TRAFFIC, 
= TELEPHONE BILL LAYING BEeRe HOUSEWIFE? 3.0 t7 WON THE HIGH LOGAL HONOR OF. 
ON TOP OF THEM... . a 98. Ae ST HOUS OF 1949; 
METHODICAL TOM WAS SOS — AND WAS ABOUT TO RECEIVE THE 
GOWIG 70 MAKE ONE TRF = 4 Yi J SS AWARD WHEN IT WAS 
Hea Nand rel ace gy 630K G/Z\E Ih DISCOVERED THAT SHE 
bes = SE ON PL ee eS £2) WAS INELIGIBLE, HELEN 
WAS BACK AGAIN WITH EMPTY ~2 &9 -- “ED ISN'T MARRIED. . SHE 


mT WAS EASILY DEFEATED ON 


HANDS AND A RED FACE , THE TELEPHONE BILL HAD BEEN] | JACK MANKAMYER SUTTON WELL owe ELECTRICIAN, > THE SECOND BALLOT. 


POSITED INTO THE & MAIL BO GOT INVOLVED AS THE MIDDLEM 
aoe ina ve enone x hea 5 AND A HOT WIRE RECENTLY. FOLKS SA¥ JACK LIT UP 


AND PUT ON AN UNREHEARSED TRAPEZE ACT UNTIL 


BOB CLIFFORD AND WIFE WERE . HIS YOUNG SON FINALLY PULLED THE MAIN SWITCH . 

PRESENTING THEIR DIVERSE WEWS ~> ue 

OVER THE ‘PHONE AGT0 WHETHER = NOW LETS SEE, WHAT HOUSE SLIPPERS 
AFTER WORK THAT EVENING, = = WANTED ME “fo ENGINEERING, 

- -B08 TALKED LONGEST AND = REMEMBER ? LOOKED OVER THE 


\\ 


LOUDEST, 50 MR5.°C* CONSENTED Zs 
To DROP HER HOUSEWORK AND DRIVE. %, 
DOWN To MEET HIM. AT Five O'CLOCK 
BOB HAD A LAPSE OF MEMORY. HE 
TRUDGED OVER To THE BUG LINE, BOARDED 
THE CROWDED SOUTHBOUND TRAM AND 
WAS NEARING HOME WHEN HE REMEMBERED THAT HE 
HAD WON THE ARGUMENT. HIS PooR WIFE WAITED IN THE 
CAR ATTHE OFFICE DOOR UNTIL THE NIGHTMAN LOCKED THE DOOR 


STORE'S SELECTION 
AND AT LONG LAST 
DECIDED NOT 10 
BUY. SHE SWEPT 
FROM THE STORE 
WITH HER TWO 
FRIENDS AND, ON 
REACHING THE STREET, 
DISCOVERED THAT SHE HAD 
CARRIED ONE OF THE SAMPLE 


Dy faster parece ot 
QE L 
INA 46 Aly St6PrED FROM TIE ROOM HE 1p) 
AS I FRANCES To BE SURE TO LERVE THE Goo 


UNLOCKED IF SHE LEFT BEFORE HIS RETURN 
~ SHE WENT ALL-OUT To OBLIGE , TAKING 
THE PADLOCK AND KEY UP To THE FouRTH 

2 FLOOR WITH HER . THE VAULT WAS 
DEFINITELY UNLOCKED UNTIL THE 


WHEN OTHERS HAD TRIED AND MYSTERY OF THE MISSING LOCK WAS 
FAILED To OPEN THE TRICK LOCK VED SEVERAL HOURS LATER. mT CANT EVEN 
ON DARLENE CHANTAV'S CAR DOOR cet : 5 Hho Bie % N cows BUDGE 


SHE SOUGHT THE EXPERT, BILLHARTZ, 
OF THE GARAGE. SHE ALMOST / - 


PASSED OUT AS BILL PRODUCED’ | GEE,IM SORRY I “We ANNADEALEY, LINCOLN TRAFFIC, AWOKE THe DOOR 


OVERSLEPT, I'LL THE OTHER MORNING AND THOUGHT HER ANYWAY 


Le 
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ALONG, STEEL ROD, POKED A OON AS. Jp ALARM CLOCK POINTED 70 "7:10 ~ AS SHE 
WNING HOLE INTHE CLOTH BE DOWN AS SOON 46 SCHEDULED REPORT AT SEVEN i 1 
i OF THE CAR ND aes ICAN DRESS AND sal cttlO¢K SHE CALLED OPALTHINHAM, ON |] _- Boze 


UNLATCHED THE DOOR CATCH A BUS. DUTY AS NIGHT CHIEF, 10 TELL HER SHE | |. ~ 


FROM THE INSIDE. 


4, ETHEL PATRICK, C.0.,FAIRMONT BOUGHT 4 
CHOICE CHRISTMAS TREE AND PLANTED IT IN 

A HUGE BOX OF SAND. VIRGINIA BAKER 
i, POURED IN AN ABUNDANCE OF WATER- LIKE 
Se IT SAYS IN THE DIRECTIONS . NEXT MORNING 
“THE TREE WAS FIRMLY IMBEDDED IN A SOLID 

BLOCK OF CEMENT! MRS. PATRICK WILL NOT 
TELL WHERE SHE GOT THAT “SAND. 
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pictured at left t 
busy program. 
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General Repair ae vie 


Eno and Sub-foreman A. L. Johnson are 
ver one of the many projects on the Shop’s 
< re at right is the southeast corner of the 
P. Left to right are Milton Royce repairing sub- 
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sets, Wesley Haas repairing dials, Walt Knudson working on pay 
station relays, and Jim Howland and Ralph Culver who are repairing 
dials. Just out of camera range at left was W. C. Maxfield who 


was repairing pay stations. 


Che General Kepair Shop 


Another Article Telling About The Work Of Company Departments 


THE = gener: 
general repair shop occupies 


most of the second floor of the 21st 
ee oe Pras It is manned 
3 “© employees, most of 
them specialists in particular field of 
the arts and crafts, with Kent Eno in 
charge as shop foreman. Through the 
department is funneled materials and 
equipment from the Company’s 122 ex- 
changes which has seen service in vary- 
ing degrees—but most of which, for 
some cause, has been removed from 
plant before its normal life-span is end- 
ed. The function of the general shop 
1s tO restore or repair these items. and 
to make the most profitable disposal of 
things the Company can no longer use. 
Large amounts of material and equip- 
ment go through the department during 
the course of a year. In 1949 nearly 
60,000 major items were processed, most 
of which were salvaged and mended. 
Statistics reveal that 9.635 dials were 
repaired; 777 terminals worked over and 


equipped with stubs; 5,847 dial handsets 
were reconditioned; so were 1,864 C. B. 
handsets, 349 dial desk sets, 443 GC. B 
desk sets, 347 magneto wall and 540 
magneto desk sets. Many pieces of 
furniture were repaired and refinished, 
switchboards rewired, trucks touched 
up and repainted and hundreds of con- 
struction tools fitted with new handles 
sharpened, pointed and painted. One 
man works entirely with cords and 
plugs, another with clocks, calcula- 
graphs and such. Instrument adjust- 
ment claims several men, and is a 
highly specialized field. 

In the testing section all items are 
inspected and put through their paces 
before being returned to stock. Here 
will be found a machine designed to 
give instruments, parts and cords the 
equivalent of years of normal wear in 
a few short hours of measured motion. 
abrasion and strain. 

Like most other departments of the 
organization, the general shop devel- 


The northeast section of the Shop showing, left to right, Frank Condos dismantling tele- 
phone instruments, Oscar Lewis repairing protectors, Wayne Robinette working on handset 
repair, H. M. “Bud” Miller reconditioning switchboard cords, S. K. Lawrence cleaning and 
adjusting electric calculagraphs used in timing long distance calls, and John Eisenbarth and 


Joe Krhounek repairing telephones. 


oped from small beginnings. A local 
repair shop has been in operation since 
the Company began operations in 1904, 
but the general shop was born with the 
consolidation of the Bell and independ: 
ent exchanges in Southeast Nebraska in 
1912. Material which was removed 
from plant with the merging of ex: 
changes was sent to Lincoln and stored 
on the second floor of a building at 
1534 Nstreet. T. 5S. Risser, recently ar- 
rived from the independent company at 
Omaha, was placed in charge of salvag- 
ing the mammoth and heterogeneous 
mass of materials. This was in October, 
1912. In less than a year the pile had 
been greatly reduced and the shop was 
moved into the newly erected general 
office building at 14th and M streets. 
Later the local and general shops were 
combined, and located in the basement 
of the original Lincoln building at 241 
South 14 street. The move to 21st and 
L streets was made late in the year 1926. 
Following Mr. Risser as shop foreman 
came in order Harry Palmquist, Ray H. 
Elliott and Bert Huddleston. Kent Eno 
was appointed to the position in July 
1948 upon the retirement of Mr. 
Huddleston. 


Gerry Carter specializes in the 


repair and assembly of cable 
terminals. 


Furniture finishing claims most of the time of 
Ray Sherman although here he is painting signs 
to mark the route of underground foll cables . 
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Dick Grant and Bob Donaldson affend the 
stock of thousands of parts for the repair 
of instruments and equipment. 
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Nelson Liesveld and Welton Gr is ; acer “4. . ; en) | 

repairmen, find that winter time takes a haa AY — a Sail 

ma toll in spades and shovels . H.M.”Bud" Miller is the shops expert in 
switchboard cord and plug repair. . 


> 


| 
Car and tool painting 

is in the province 

of Al Linden. 


Ss Spa ‘ q , Ts. 
Bill Rosenthal furniture repairman turns 
over a batch of operators chairs to Ray 
Sherman tor finishing . 
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One of the exacting trades of the general shop . —- | 
is the repairing, and wiring of switchboards . pI ee 
Phil Garvey specializes in this field . Merle Schneider prepares 
‘Spiral- Four’ for shipwent to 
lerritory,where it will be used 
insieel storms andemergeacies. 


Jess Ellis at the buffing 

machine restoring finishto | 
ea dakelite partsof subsets. - 
; Beye oe Pare Tee 
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Below: Sub-Foreman Lowell Johnson inspecting 
cords being tested on the break-down machine 
4s Bill Knee runs atest on a handset. 
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At left, the first call is placed over the new dial equipment by Exeter’s Mayor John 
Pletiner who spoke to M. M. Hale, general commercial superintendent, at Lincoln. At right 
are three of Exeter’s operators who have done such a fine job of serving the community. 
Left to right, Jessie Hiatt, Marge Grewell and Cecilia Taylor. 


Half Way Mark in Dial Exchanges 


HE halfway mark in the number of 

dial exchanges operated by the Com- 
pany was reached on January 17 with 
the Exeter conversion. Exeter was the 
61st of our 122 exchanges to receive dial 
service. The conversion program start- 
ed in 1930 with the Waverly cutover 
and before the war 26 exchanges were 
dial operated. Four more were added 
during the war years and since V-J Day 
31 conversions have been completed. 
At the present time 58% of the Com- 
pany’s telephones are dial operated. 
Exeter serves 323 stations of which 101 
are rural. 

The Exeter conversion was well 
planned and executed, the cutover be- 
ing made at 10:00 in the morning with 
no interruption in local service. Mr. 
John Plettner, Mayor of Exeter, placed 
the first call over the new equipment to 
Merle M. Hale, general commercial 
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superintendent at Lincoln in a brief 
and informal ceremony. Attending the 
conversion were F. E. Behm, general 
plant superintendent; John Spady, dis- 
trict manager; Charles Crew, area man- 
ager; George Keith, installation super- 
visor; D. C. Wilson, Roy Carlson; Perry 
Caldwell; and Clarence Schleufer. 
Prior to 1912 there were competing 
Bell and Independent exchanges at Exe- 
ter. Our Company purchased the Bell 
properties in 1912 and the Independent 
exchange in 1913. In 1929 a new ex- 
change building was constructed. The 
200 line, Automatic Electric dial equip- 
ment was installed in the rear of this 
building. Miss Marge Grewell, former- 
ly chief operator, will retire but will 
continue to live in the telephone build- 
ing where she will act as the Company’s 
collection agent. More about Miss 
Grewell’s retirement in next issue. 
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Taking a short breather to pose for the camera after the cutover are, left to right, Perry 
Caldwell, Clarence Schleufer, George Keith, D. C. Wilson and Roy Carlson, 
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Forty Million Telephones 


In Service! 


HAT’S the milestone just passed by 

the telephone industry in the United 
States — a figure about double what it 
was 10 vears ago. 

Of the 40 million telephones, about 
32,900,000 are served by the Bell Sys- 
tem, and 7,100,000 by the nearly 5,700 
independently-owned companies whose 
lines connect with those of the Bell 
System. Twenty-seven of the 40 million 
are residence telephones and the re- 
mainder are used by business. Sixty- 
three per cent of the families in the 
United States have telephones. 


The new total includes a_record- 
breaking gain of nearly 13 million tele- 
phones in the four -years since V-J 
Day. This postwar growth exceeds the 
total number of telephones attained in 
the first 43 years after the telephone’s 
invention by Alexander Graham Bell. 

Such growth has stemmed from the 
heaviest demand for service in history. 
To meet the demand, the industry has 
added switchboards, cable and other 
facilities at an unprecedented rate. In- 
vestment in telephone plant and equip- 
ment now exceeds $10 billion, an 1n- 
crease of $4 billion since the end of the 
war. 

The United States, with an average 
of better than one telephone for every 
4.5 persons, has nearly 60 per cent of 
the world’s total. For the rest of the 
world, there is only one telephone for 


every 80 persons. 


———— 


Benefit Claims Paid 


HE following claims were paid by 
the Telephone Employees Mutual 
Benefit Association duriny the month 


of January: 

Primary members: Kk. B. Cary, Lincoln 
Executive. $150.50: D. R. Smith, General 
Plant. $471.00: F. M. Adkins, Sutton Non- 
Functional, $137.50; Marjorie L. DeBuhr, 
Auburn Traffic, $157.95: Frances Koontz, 
Lincoln Engineering, $101.30: W. B. Imler, 
Lincoln Construction, $7.50: G. C. Artz, Lin- 
coln Construction, $180.00: Esther L. An- 
dersen, Lincoln Traffic, $58.50. 

Dependents: Stephen Spahnle, Lincoln, 
$7.59; Frankie L. Hulbert, Lincoln, $35.63; 
Sandra L. Smith, Lincoln, $12.38: Mrs. G. C. 
Mehuron, York, $41.62; Dwight Hulbert, 
Lincoln, $11.40; Mrs. M. C. Hulbert, Lincoln, 
$13.88: Mrs. J. D. Green, Lincoln, $162.38: 
Mrs. D. W. Utterson, Lincoln, $5.63. 
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At left, enjoying the excellent supper are Ralph Hromadka, 
Harold Kempf, Ernie Wellman, Don McKean, B. L. Herzog and George 
Burt. Center, the pool table was the center of much interest. 
Watching A. J. DeBacker line up a shot are George Burt, Ronald 


Western District Stag 


MEN from all areas of the Western District got together 
last month for a relaxing evening devoted principally 
to having a good time and getting better acquainted. Over 70 
signed the “guest book” as they came in the door, the attend- 
ance including six representatives of the Automatic Electric 
Company who were in Hastings assisting with the dial installa- 
tion. The evening was spent in playing pool, ping pong and 
cards and in enjoying a short program of music and motion 
pictures. The committee is to be congratulated for its good 
job of arranging the party and especially for the delicious 
buffet supper that was served. Acting on the committee 
were Ed Flowerday, Jim Dudgeon, Howard Lahr, C. E. Hed- 
strom, Ralph Wait, Floyd Crewdson and Jack Mason. 


Francis, Howard Lahr, Albert Andres, H. G. Taedter, Harold Kempf, 
Ralph Hromadka and Alex Pauley. Going through ‘chow line” at 
right are Charles Salisbury and B. A. Isaman, 


eee 

The committee did a lot of work and deserve much credit 
for their efforts. Left to right, Jim Dudgeon, Ed Flowerday, 
Howard Lahr, Floyd Crewdson and Ralph Wait as they fill the 
plates for the hungry party goers. 


The men look very well satisfied after the tasty and satisfying meal as well they should. Represented at the party were employees 
from all areas in the Western District and a delegation from Lincoln. 


George Arnold Retires 
EORGE B. Arnold, merit switch- 


boardman, Lincoln, retired on pen- 
sion January 23. It is difficult to con- 
dense the story of a telephone career 
such as his into 
m limited space; cov- 
ering, as it does, 
a period of nearly 
145 years. George 
| was already an “old- 
| timer” when he first 
appeared on the 
Company payroll in 
August, 1915. Be- 
fore that time he 
George Arnold had served his ap- 
prenticeship with three Ohio telephone 
companies. His initial venture into the 
industry dates back to June, 1905, at 
Toledo, Ohio. 

A telephone man of the old school, 
George became adept at nearly every 
phase of the business and has long been 
considered to be without a peer as a 
switchboardman. This part of the tele- 
phone field was his particular specialty 
during many years of his active service. 

He began at Nebraska City as a 
switchboardman in 1915 and in March, 
1917, was transferred to Beatrice in the 
same capacity. He was made wire chief 
at the Gage County metropolis later in 
the same year and in February, 1922, 
returned to Nebraska City to accept 
the wire chief’s post. He rose to man- 
ager of the exchange in 1926 and to area 
commercial manager in February, 1934. 
The Nebraska City district was dis- 
solved during the drought-time and 
George was renamed as local wire chief. 
In May, 1937, he transferred to Lincoln, 
where he has since made his home. 

Mr. Arnold's last position was that of 
merit switchboardman, to which he was 
appointed in August, 1942. He became 
ill in January, last year, and has been 
unable to return to active employment 
since. George is a veteran of the Span- 
ish-American War and a member of the 
Frank H. Woods Independent Tele- 
phone Pioneer Chapter. 


What About New Cold Cures? 
© DOUBT you have heard and 


read much about the new antihista- 
minic drugs and their effects on persons 
suffering with colds. Since this is some- 
thing quite new we thought you would 
be interested in the practical advice of 
the Company's physician, Dr. L. E. 


Finney, so we asked his opinion. As 
usual, he was very glad to be helpful 
and gave us the following statement: 
“We are being given a lot of high 
pressure advertising over the radio and 
in the newspapers about the new ‘won- 
der’ cold cures. Most of these cures 
are the old asperin, caffeine, and aceto- 
phenetidin pills plus one of the many 
antihistamine drugs which are on the 
market. The fact that these remedies 


can be purchased at will from the drug- 
gist and taken without proper medical 
supervision constitutes quite a serious 
hazard. Cases of toxic poisoning from 
overdosing already have been reported. 
These remedies undoubtedly will help 
some people and not others and as a 
result they should be taken under the 
supervision of the family physician. 
Better consult him before trying to 
cure all of the family’s colds.” 


Arnold And Perryman Honored At Retirement 


Pictured above is part of a Lincoln switchman group which met on the 
morning of January 23 to do honors to George B. Arnold (seated in 
foreground) whose retirement took place on that day. The early morning 
hour was selected so that his fellow workers from both day and night 
shifts could be present. The chefs had prepared a nice breakfast for 
the occasion, which concluded with the presentation of a gift from the 


group. 


Below, a shot of a group honoring C. C. “Doug” Perryman, at one of 
the employee gatherings at Lincoln finds a group of old timers in the 
front row. From left to right, Claude Walker, Charles Nevin, Mr. Perry- 
man, Charles Albers, George Arnold and Bert Huddleston. The party 
was held on January 13 to observe the retirement of “Doug” which took 
place on the first of the year. He was presented with a fishing outfit to 
help him get started in his vow to become an expert angler. The story 
of his service with the Company appeared in last month’s issue. 
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United States Leads In 
Telephone Development 
HERE were nearly 66,000,000 tele- 


phones in the world —an all-time 
high — at the beginning of 1949, ac- 
cording to the new issue of “Telephone 
Statistics of the World,” recently re- 
leased by the American Telephone & 
Telegraph Co. Of the more than 5,- 
000,000 telephones added in 1948, 69 
per cent were gained in North America. 

The United States, with over 38,200,- 
000 telephones, or nearly three-fifths of 
the world’s total, on January 1, 1949, 
had 26.1 telephones per 100 population. 

Sweden was second in telephone 
development, with 22.1 telephones per 
100 people, and Canada third with 18.8 
instruments for each 100 persons. The 
world as a whole had 2.8 telephones 
per 100 population. 

New York continued to lead the 
world’s cities in telephones, with 2,- 
768,567 instruments at the beginning 
of 1949. This was more than in any 
country in the world except the United 
Kingdom. 

On the basis of 100,000 population, 
our largest exchange, Lincoln, has 39.9 
telephones per 100 population. 


Customer Pratses 


ONG ago telephone people learned 
how important it is that calls be 
handled pleasantly and _ efficiently. 
That’s why politeness, a friendly spirit 
and a personal interest in the customer’s 
needs has grown into a tradition with 


LT . and T,-folks. 


Virginia Rezner 


Television Network Expansion 


15,000 mile television network of 
+4 coaxial cable and radio relay sys- 
tems will link 43 cities in the United 
States by the end of 1950, according 
to a recent A. T. and T. announcement. 
Seven cities were added to the Bell 
System’s 18-city network during 1949 
and an additional 18 cities will join the 
network in 1950. 

The network is expected to reach 
Omaha in: October and engineering 
work is now under way west of Omaha 
looking toward the extension of radio 
relay channels westward to San Fran- 
cisco. One of the radio relay towers 
will be located in L. T. and T. territory 
near Bellwood and we expect to have 
a story on this for the News before 
long. 


A local operator recently told a sub- 
scriber trying to reach a rural num- 
ber that he'd better give it up. “The 
line must be out of order,” she told the 
caller. “Even those telephones I don’t 
ring don’t answer.’ —Telephony. 

All the world loves a lover—until he 
monopolizes the telephone. 


Lincoln Operator 


People appreciate good service and 
an extra effort on the part of employees 
to do a good job, as so many tell us— 
and write us. For instance, here’s an 
excerpt from a letter received from 
Reverend Paul N. Williamson of Lin- 
coln: 

“Since my telephone was _ installed 
last month I have made several calls to 
Wyoming and New York and have had 
excellent service each time. Tonight 
the service was exceptionally good so I 
thought I would write and tell you so. 
The operator made a very special effort 
to make good connections and I cer- 
tainly appreciated her efforts and want 
to compliment you on having such a 
competent and courteous operator. 
Thank you for such excellent service.” 

The Lincoln operator was Virginia 
Rezner and we have no doubt she is 
pretty happy in the knowledge that her 
work was so much appreciated and es- 
pecially that Reverend Williamson was 
thoughtful enough to write and tell us 
about it. 


Death Takes Martha Walton 
VV ARTHA H. Walton, who served as 


night operator at Geneva from the 
very beginning of telephone history in 
that town until the time of her retire- 
ment in 1933, died 
at her home there 
on January 14. She 
was one of the na- 
tive pioneers of the 
county, having been 
| born in a sod dug- 
out eight miles 
southeast of Geneva 
on December 2, 
1873. 

Mrs. Walton be- 
came the first night operator for the 
Fillmore County Independent Tele- 
phone Company when it was organ- 
ized in 1908, and later worked in a 
like position for the local Bell company. 
When the two exchanges were pur- 
chased and absorbed by our company 
in 1912 and 1913, Mrs. Walton con- 
tinued her work, remaining as night 
operator until her retirement on pension 
in October, 1933. During the 25 years 
she administered to the telephone needs 
of the community she gained innumer- 
able friends and was regarded with sin- 
cere affection by many who knew her 
only by voice. 

She was a charter and life member of 
the Frank H. Woods Chapter, Inde- 
pendent Telephone Pioneers, a Past 
Noble Grand in the Rebekah Lodge, a 
member of the Order of the Eastern 
Star and the Royal Neighbors. Since 
childhood she has been affiliated with 
the Baptist Church in her home town. 


Martha H. Walton 


New Boston Center 
Begins Toll Dialing 
OSTON has now joined five other 


cities that have cut over to operator 
dialing of long distance calls and have 
become regional centers in the planned 
nationwide toll dialing system. This 
cutover was of particular interest be- 
cause Boston was the birthplace of the 
telephone, and the terminal of the first 
long distance circuit from Lowell, 
Massachusetts, a distance of 26 miles, 
in 1879. The other five regional cen- 
ters in which operators now dial or 
“key pulse” toll calls direct to sub: 
scriber’s telephones are New York, 
Philadelphia, Cleveland, Chicago and 
Oakland. 


Transfers, Promotions and Title Changes 


Esther L. Fritz 
Night Chief Operator 
Beatrice 


Engineering 
G. G. Morris, Draftsman to junior engineer, 
Lincoln. 


Plant 


L. F. Ottnat, splicer’s helper to splicer, Lin- 
coln construction. 


Traffic 
Rose Marie Erdkamp, A€&L operator, Exeter, 


to A operator, Lincoln. 
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Esther L. Fritz, NA€&L operator to night chief 
operator, Beatrice. 

Irene Hampp, NA€&L opcrator, Beaver Cross- 
ing, to L operator, Lincoln. 

Ellen L. Marshall, evening chief operator to 
chief operator, Pawnee City. 


Dentists Hear Discussion 
By Long Distance 


i EMBERS of the Lincoln District 

Dental Society last month heard a 
discussion of the role of nutrition in 
dentistry which originated from the 
University of Illinois. Scientists from 
Wisconsin, California, Minnesota and 
Illinois participated in the panel dis- 
cussion which was transmitted over 
long distance lines to dental societies 
from coast to coast. It was the third 
in a series of six presentations on cur- 
rent advances in dentistry. The Lincoln 
meeting was held at the Cornhusker 
hotel. 
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The following list of new employees is published as a gesture of friendly 
welcome and, to help them get acquainted. We hope that they will enjoy their 
new occupation as well as the many fine associations that go with it. 


Commercial 

Name | Position Exchange Date 

Mary A. Hindmarsh a aeesaes eee task ctcedattunttectaroentsaanes 1B Soke a) | Cae ee ae ae eee January 25 
Rowena J. LIGhG cossdege clases RUE ostioesee casei uat bts ones WOES eect chgeiaeeoaceceaees) January 18 

Engineering 
Bath Ei Mees eio5 icc, deniesnceocons Paitenian.c<ace sth ead DCO si nederadontiobenuyis .....January 30 
Plant 
D. Loe Balers OR icc cescvecncestec LrPOUNO Mata ieccAvictieldaies tao | a ere -_December 24 
MACEOT SORCE ee So No ce NED abi te) en PAIS OUEY -ohoicac tc catsevedeascrianecs January 3 
Merlin O. Engelbrecht............. USPOuitie etd ey SS (et) a es January 9 
ae Pee Co) a Se | USS (0.5 | eee re Pawnee. City. sc sckedscencusats January 3 
Traffic 

Lorraine A. Babb........00.00........ A & L Operator.............. PROBING sj 250, sat osiece nance January 9 
Olga Belohlavy.......00..... Fog eg 50) 30 2, ee 5 || 05-7 CR January 16 
Aletha K. Fansler....000.0.0.......... Pe E> Ty A) Pe rat Or icdicecesvetc: BCE OA aucun nieien emuxcetie January 9 
Ardel G. Freudenberg............ sede MO PCERO Toes nse, PAGCOR oe esc civeten cae January 9 
Dorothea E. Huffman.......... sennin | COT AMST od cin codes euteacans 162) 4 20): SO a en January 9 
Adelaide T. Kinard.................. Pe te 1, Operators... 319 | > ec ee -_December 27 
Helen C. Koba.ccccccccciccececcecc. A CP CTALOT s iecrsesedv eeestvece’ BF cor 1 3 Re en January 17 
Dona E. Krueger...... : inbinea sabe Pe ADC HaCO feck iss Sco 5 (CT 5 1 ot: ee ee ee January 23 
Marcella M. Lohmeier............A € L Operator.............. OUCCOM. ce sccc. pele tu eae wiies January 3 
Jeanette H. Matthews... Py ADOBE isi egestas io) 4 oie ean ee ee eee .....January 16 
Hileen: J. Milam..ccccssscccvesencoresas Pe SDPETOtOl na eincccvvees erat as) 9) eee eee ee ne Rene January 16 
Doralene F. Niedfelt...............L Operator......... ee oeeabettet [ES nV cla) | 4 Ree Ne January 9 
Belva J. Robinson................ OT ad ae Ome, bo tg: |: ) Gee CUI coc. eczvoeslnercatmetes, January 16 
Janet D. Schlueter................... A Operator........-.0.s000000- |: oo ee re re January 16 
Marilyn J. Wailes.....................A Operator... PUA GEIS: 55 caupectescies dpe evens January 23 
Florence N. Wilkens................A Operator.....000000..00000..... Beatrice. sisiccccpcecccence: Suces January 16 


A son, Kenneth Otto, was born to Mr. 
and Mrs. Otto F. Buck, January 12. Otto ts 
a Construction Foreman at Hastings. 


Mr. and Mrs. R. L. Rippen are the proud, 


parents of a son, David Bruce, born January 
14. Robert is a member of the Construction 
Department at Hastings. 

Mr. and Mrs. Louis F. Ottnat are the 
proud parents of a baby girl, Linn Marie born 
Thursday, January 26th. Louis is a splicer 
in the Construction Department. 

A son, Stephen Allen, was born to Mr. 
and Mrs. Merle C. Hulbert, January 25. 
Merle is a member of the Construction De- 
partment. 


JOURNEY’S END 


Mrs. Katie Marie Donaldson, mother of 
Robert Donaldson, Lincoln Supply Depart- 
ment, passed away Sunday, January 29. Fu- 
neral services were held January 31 in 
Lincoln. 

George Edward White, father of Robert 
E. White, Construction Department, passed 
away January 10. Funeral servcies were held 
on January 14 at Beaver Crossing. 

Mrs. Florence Sievers, mother of Bruce 
Sievers, Lincoln Accounting Department, 
passed away January 9. Funeral services were 
held January 12 in Lincoln. 

Mrs. Alberta Stofer, daughter and helper 
of Mrs. Myrtle Smith, chief operator at 
Carleton, passed away January 31. Funeral 
services were held at the Methodist Church 
in Carleton on February 2. 


Cary and McKenna on 


the Mend 


S° many people have been trying to 
keep in touch with the progress of 
K. B. Cary. district commercial mana- 
ger, and E. A. McKenna, directory sales 
manager, Lincoln, 1n their battles to re- 
gain their health that we have made 
an effort to obtain the final word as to 
their condition as we go to press. 

Heartening news from the Cary resi- 
dence is that K. B. is able to stand on 
his underpinning and make short ex- 
peditions about the room. His progress, 
while necessarily slow, is definitely in 
the right direction. 

“Mac” left the iob on January 11, and 
returned to it on February 6, the interim 
having been spent in the hospital, re- 
sponding to the effects of a badly 
needed rest. Given a few weeks of easy 
going, “Mac” is confident that we will 
again be in top shape. 
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Benefit Association 
Is Growing 


HEALTHY growth in membership, 
but an operating deficit of $2,684.- 


56 was reported at the annual meeting 


of members of the Lincoln Telephone 
Employees Mutual Benefit Association 
held in Lincoln on January 28. Mem- 
bership at the end of the Association's 
fiscal year on December 15, 1949 was 
1,570, an increase of 127 for the year. 
There were 923 primary members and 
647 dependents. Claims paid during 
the year totaled 212, the largest num- 
ber in the Association’s seven years of 
operations. Total benefits paid to mem- 
bers and dependents in 1949, including 
requirement for reserve, amounted to 
$18,167.69. Total receipts were $15,- 
483.13. The deficit was paid from a 
cash balance carried over from 1948. 

Three important amendments to the 
by-laws were recommended to the mem- 
bership by the directors and approved 
at the annual meeting of members. In 
view of the operating deficit for last 
year, it was voted to increase monthly 
dues for primary members and adult 
dependents from $1.00 to $1.25 per 
month. Another amendment will per- 
mit employees retired on pension to 
hold membership in the Association 
provided they were members at the 
time of their retirement. The benefits 
to which pensioners will be entitled will 
be 75% of the amounts stipulated in 
the by-laws for active employees. 

At the time the Association Was 
formed in 1942, provision was made 
for a reserve which could be used in 
case of deficits resulting from epidemics 
or other unusual conditions. Since 1942 


ten per cent of gross receipts has been 
set aside for this purpose. At the meet- 
ing last month the members voted to 
discontinue additions to the reserve 
when it had reached $10,000. On De- 
cember 15, 1949 the Association was 
carrying a reserve of $7.308.39. 

The Association is not a’part of the 
Telephone Company, but is composed 
of and managed by employees of the 
Company. It is the desire of the Asso- 
ciation to be as helpful as possible to 
members in case of sickness or accident 
to the full extent provided in its by- 
laws. In conformance with this policy 
the benefits to members have been 
liberalized each year since the Associa- 
tion was formed. Effective February 1 
the maximum benefit payable for 
laboratory, drugs and dressings was in- 
creased, Since 1942 a total of 810 
claims amounting to $59,032.44 have 


been paid. A pamphlet containing the 
by-laws and including the schedule of 
benefits will be reprinted this year and 
copies will be furnished to each mem- 
ber. 

Directors elected for 1950 were 
M. W. Franklin, R. D. Andrews, Alex 
Geist and A. B. Gorman. Re-elected 
as directors were George Barney, Vern 
Campbell, C. C. Donley, W. K. Eno, 
W. L. Hassler, Howard Spahnle, 
Charles Meshier, Floyd Crewdson, 
G. O. Seaton, James E. Smith and M. C. 
Walker. | 

At a directors’ meeting on February 
3 the following officers were re-elected: 
G. O. Seaton, president; C. C. Donley, 
vice-president; George Barney, treas- 
urer; and W. L. Hassler, secretary. 
Mina Jorgensen was elected assistant 
treasurer and M. W. Franklin assistant 
secretary. 


Company Aids In Lincoln Courtesy Campaign 


OURTESY has long been a tradition 

among telephone people. We have 
learned from experience that it pays in 
good customer relations and at the same 
time makes the job casier. 

We were heartily in accord, there- 
fore, with the city-wide courtesy cam- 
paign recently instituted by the Lincoln 
public schools in which business firms 
and other organizations are participat- 
ing. The general purpose is to pro- 
mote and encourage courtesy at all 
times and in all places. 

The Company aided the campaign by 


showing the motion picture, “Tele- 
phone Courtesy,” before school and 
adult groups and by the distribution of 
the pamphlet, “21 Ways To Make 
Friends by Telephone.” We also as- 
sisted with a demonstration at Whittier 
Junior High School of the right and 
wrong way to use the telephone by 
suggesting ideas and providing tele- 
phones for the students to use. The 
school also presented a skit showing 
the need and benefits of cooperation 
on party lines. 


One feature of the campaign was the composing of slogans by students about courtesy. 
These slogans were printed on napkins used in school cafeterias and were broadcast by local 
radio stations. The picture shows a group of students composing such slogans and it is only 
natural that the son of an L. T. and T. employee be included. He is standing second from 
left and is Joe Gordon, son of Mr. and Mrs. Dave Guthrie. 
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George Mehuron 
York 
35 Years 


Sarah A. Mussman 
Western 
30 Years 


Addalene B. Lorensen 
Lincoln 
25 Years 


R. V. Clifford 
Lincoln 
20 Years 


W. R. Minich 
Geneva 
30 Years 


Dorcas Slater 
Fairbury 
30 Years 


John Potter 
Ashland 
25 Years 


E. A. Moorhead 
Geneva 
20 Years 


Thirty-Six Years 
J. W. Dudgeon, Hastings. 
Thirty-Five Years 
George Mehuron, York. 
Thirty Years 


W.R. Minich, Geneva; Sarah A. Mussman, 
Western: Dorcas Slater, Fairbury: Bert Kline, 
Superior. 

Twenty-Nine Years 


R. M. Cleveland, Lincoln. 
Twenty-Seven Years 
B. L. Ford, Beatrice; Clarinda J. Lake, 
Superior: Marie 8S. Portsche, Lincoln. 
Twenty-Six Years 
Robert R. Guthrie, Lincoln. 
Twenty-Five Years 


Addalene B. Lorensen, Lincoln: John Pot- 
ter, Ashland. 
Twenty-Three Years 
R. N. Brendle. Clara M. Tones. K. T.. Law- 
son, Helen M. Pickard, E. H. Royce, Lincoln. 
Twenty-Two Years 


Wauneta Child, Fairbury: R. S. Culver. 
Mary M. Emerson, Lincoln, Bohumil Docekal, 
Brainard; Mary Docekal, David City. 

Twenty-One Years 

D. E. Aydelott. K. J. Beshart, Lincoln: 
Rose H. Janda, Plattsmouth: Edna Ragon, 
Tecumseh. 

Twenty Years 


R. V. Clifford, Lincoln; E. A. Moorhead, 
Geneva. 
Nineteen Years 


W F Combs, Lincoln. 
Fifteen Years 

Edna C. Edwards, Ruskin. 
Thirteen Years 

Frank H. Woods, Jr., Chicago, (Director). 
Eleven Years 

William I. Aitken, Lincoln, (Director). 

Ten Years 


Helen DeBord, Fairbury: Doris Sutton 
Lincoln. 


b) 


Helen DeBord 
Fairbury 
10 Years 


Doris Sution 
Lincoln 
10 Years 
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Nine Years 
Lydia L. Holloway, Opal Thimgan, 
Lincoln. 

Eight Years 
W. R. Huddleston, Lincoln; George 


Placek, Nebraska City. 
Seven Years 


F. J. Barnett, Marie Hall, Magdalen M. 
Heser, Caroline R. Merrill, George H. Ram- 
sey, IT. H. Roller, Jr., Lincoln; Emma L. 
DeJonge, Humboldt: C. H. Kermoade, 
Seward; Anton F. Smetak, David City. 

Six Years 

Aner N. McKinzie, Cedar Bluffs; Veda M. 
Nichols, W. W. Putney, (Director), Charles 
Stuart, (Director), Wilma Wergin, Gloria 
J. Zier, Lincoln; Henry C. Woods, Chicago, 
(Director). 

Five Years 

Geraldine M. Paulson, Hastings; Pearl 
Varga, R. L. Wenzel, Lincoln: Donald 
Young, Beatrice. 


HAPPINESS 23 


a=F 


Gwendolyn Faltys of the Accounting De- 
partment and Merlin Phillips were united 
in marriage at Nebraska City on November 
10. Mrs. Phillips will continue her work. 

LaVonne Miller of the Lincoln Business 
Office became the bride of Marvin Joosten 
on January 21. Mrs. Joosten will continue 
her work. 

Betty Denney, Lincoln Traffic Depart- 
ment, and Gerald Barret were married at a 
home wedding on January 7. Mrs. Barret 
is continuing her work. 

Clara Hannon, stenographer in the Sup- 
ply Department, became the bride of Darrel 
Bissey in a Valentine’s Day wedding at Sa- 
cred Heart Church in Beaver Crossing. Mrs. 
Bissey has resigned her position to make 
her home in Beaver Crossing where her hus- 
band is engaged in farming. 

Joan Marson, operator at Geneva, became 
the bride of Gene D. Stich of Crete on De- 
cember 31 at the St. Joseph Catholic Church 
in Geneva. The couple will live in Sacra- 
mento, California. 

The marriage of Francis Steider of the 
Geneva Traffic Department and Ted Roth 
of Milford took place at the home of the 
bride’s parents on January 20. The couple 
will reside in Milford and Mrs. Roth has 
resigned her position. 

Joyce Jones of the Polk Traffic Depart- 
ment became the bride of Robert Baack 
on December 15 at the home of her par- 
ents. Mrs. Baack will continue her work. 


—— 
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Eastern District 


Ruth Mays, Associate Editor 
David City Area 
Vivian Dee, Correspondent 


A company Christmas party was held in 
the Legion Club Room with a covered dish 
supper. Bingo and dancing were the enter- 
tainment furnished. A gift was presented 
Mr. Vern Campbell, Area Manager, from all 


departments. . . . Ilene Allen has joined our 
“gang” being transferred from Rising City 
when it was converted to dial operation... . 


Mr. Campbell is sojourning in the south for 
a much needed rest... . The flu bug has 
hit many employees and with a sprained 
ankle here and there, there have been a 
number out of the office. 


Nebraska City Area 
Nellie Burbee, Correspondent 


A Christmas party was held for the girls 
December 14. We exchanged gifts, played 
games and enjoyed a nice lunch... . Vaca- 
tions are over, “Yours Truly” being the last 
one. Had an enjoyable time in Sedalia, 
Missouri. . . . Three of our former operators 
have had blessed events. Betty Eaton a 
girl, Lois Seybert a boy and Maxine Stiles 
a boy. Maxine now lives in Washington. 
. . . A baby shower was held for Mrs. Gar- 
rens, January 3... . Our sick list includes 
Betty Johnson. Mary Ross, Willa Gump, 
Marguerite Cottingham and Geraldine 
Gerdes. ... Lois Smith left us Saturday 
to take up home duties. ... Mrs. Pogge- 
meyer and mary Gude are now taking their 
long distance training. ... E. G. Piper in- 


stalled a recording desk the first of this 
week. ... Willa Gump had quite a surprise 
the other night, her brother from California 
came home for a visit. 


Plattsmouth Area 
Thelma Tritsch, ,Correspondent 


Fern Davis is back to work after a vaca- 
tion spent at home. One can’t say it was a 
most pleasant vacation, as Fern has had two 
fires in her home within the last three 
months. The first one was destructful to 
the north side of her home, while the second 
fire was confined to one room, it having 
been caused by the Christmas tree catching 
on fire. They say a home is so cheerful 
with a fire burning it it, but Fern, we think 
you are carrying it a bit too far!!! ... 
Pearl Sutton spent the New Year week-end 
in Grand Island. Seems queer that one 
would have to go so far from home to 
celebrate New Years. Say, Pearl, there are 
some Bob’s around here that are pretty 
nice!!! ...Mr. and Mrs. Robert Humiston 
spent New Years day at the Capt. Cobb 
residence in Omaha. . Mrs. Fred Wynn 
had as week-end guests Mr. and Mrs. Carl 
Snyder of Auburn. Mrs. Snyder was a 
former telephone employee. Several 
employees of the telephone office were going 
around last week with bandages on their 
arms and kind of proud wearing them. The 
Red Cross Bloodmobile Unit was in Platts- 
mouth and we did a bit of giving. 


Wahoo Area 
Mae Meduna, Correspondent 
Norma Koukal, Kathryn Miller and Mrs. 
Donald Larson entertained twenty guests at 
a miscellaneous shower for Patricia Lilley, 
January 19 at the home of Kathryn Miller. 
Patricia is to be married this month. 


General Offices and 
Central District 


Accounting Department 
Mary Boshart 


At the request of the News Editor, yours 
truly is helping out in a pinch. Our Associ- 


Relaxation is a wonderful thing, we're told, 
It keeps one young and fit. Testing the truth 
of this is Tyler Ryan of Tecumseh at left who 
is engaged in a bit of carpenter work while 
Bedric Wanek of Lincoln at right reverts 
temporarily to his childhood joys in some- 
body’s sand pile. 


~aft 11 Heo 


ate Editor is busily involved in changing 
telephone rates—hope she overlooks ours— 
at this particular moment, but we hope she’ll 
be back in the swing of things next month. 
. . . We’re happy to report that Helen Pick- 
ard and Rose Riggs are back with us again 
and feeling fine. While Rose was recuper- 
ating at the home of her daughter in Wil- 
mington, Delaware, she was presented with 
a new grandson. ... Alvina Miller wound 
up the old year with the final week of her 
vacation. What did she do? Nothin! She 
says it’s most restful. Must try it some- 
time. ... Donna Flory and Kay Weber 
made a quick trip to Carleton on the 15th 
of January to attend the wedding of a 
former Accounting employee, Naomi 
Dudgeon. ... Speaking of weddings—we 
just got wind of the details and now the 
girls are doing some late celebrating in 
Gwen Phillips’ honor... . . It isn’t often that 
their girls bowling team wins three games 
in one evening. Therefore, they had two 
reasons to be tickled the other evening. 
They not only won three games, but won 
them from the Commercial girls who are 
in second place... . The rumor you heard 
about Dick Spohn being the possessor of a 
1950 Chevrolet is_ true. Delores 
Schmohr bought a new book labeled “Des- 
serts”. After studying it from cover to 
cover she stopped by the corner grocery 
and purchased cake and ice cream for her 
dinner party. ... A couple of our gals are 
scratching their heads and have just about 
decided to call in the FBI.: Gloria Zier 
has a desk full of anonymous birthday cards 
and Norma Smith has been receiving flowers 
—crepe paper flowers, that is. ... When 
we receive this issue of the “News” Ruby 


a 


Hahn, Doris Glock and Eunice Zehr will be 
in New Orleans attending the Mardi Gras. 
Their trip will also include events in Ken- 
tucky, Tennessee and Florida... . The bill- 
ers are proudly displaying their new billing 
machine, which they say cost $5,198.10. At 
that price a machine ought to be errorless. 
. . . We’re sorry to report that Ann Keegan 
is still sick. If you have time, why not 
drop her a note. 


Commercial Department 


Lincoln Business Office 
Myrtle Hiner, Associate Editor 


Always there seems to be someone to take 
the joy out of life. The other night George 
Ramsey was looking forward to a swell 
night’s sleep, when along about 4:00 A.M. 
he was awakened by a scream coming from 
a neighbor in the next apartment. It was 
then he noticed his and Mrs. Ramsey’s 
clothes piled in the center of the room. As 
it turned out later, a burglar had been in 
George’s apartment and left the clothes 
there while he ransacked the next door 
neighbor’s apartment after which he planned 
to return and pick up the Ramsey’s clothing. 
Why he would bother about George’s 
clothes—we don’t know, especially that one 
necktie... . And how names keep reappear- 
ing in the news. Yes, it’s Phyllis Jones 
again and she didn’t have to fall off a horse 
this time to break into print. She came to 
work the other morning all smiles and wear- 
ing a beautiful diamond. Alex Geist 
spent a week in New York City on business 
and taking in the sights of the big city. 
Glad to report that Mr. Cary is coming along 
that old road to recovery, slowly, but surely. 

At this writing Marjorie Whiting is 
home battling with that old flu bug. Hurry 
back, Marjorie. 


Construction Department 
Shirley Hess, Associate Editor 


January, probably the only month of the 
year when we have no vacations to tell 


about. . . . Ray Hillborn, Groundman on 
Foreman Simpson’s crew, is traveling on 
crutches these days. He fell from a pole 
and chipped the bone in his heel. He will 
be working in the shop for several weeks. 
. . . Babe Combs pulled our biggest boner 
for this month. He went home the other 
evening, drove in the garage, locked it and 
entered the house. Mrs. Combs was away 
visiting so Babe thought he’d step out and 
get the paper before getting his dinner. He 
went out the front door, carefully closing it 
behind him so as not to cool off the house, 
and picked up the paper when suddenly it 
dawned on him that he had locked himself 
out of the house. He tried all the doors 
and windows but everything was locked up 
tight. He considered breaking a window 
but thought he’d first see if some of the 
neighbors might have a key that would fit 
his back door. Guess he visited several 
neighbors before he found such a key and 
it proved to be a trifle chilly making his 
neighborhood jaunt in his shirt sleeves... . 
Jack Billings, Fairbury, has had his wife’s 
mother visiting here from England. We 


If you live in Lincoln 
and have had a little dif- 
ficulty at night with your 
telephone, chances are 
that this is the fellow who 
helped straighten’ things 
out for you. He is Carl 
Keester who holds down 
the fort in the Lincoln 
Service Department while 
most of us are at home 
listening to the radio or 
thinking about a quick 
snack before turning in. 
He is shown here check- 
ing a case of trouble on 
the test board. 
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This picture of the Superior girls’ Christ- 
mas party reached us just a little late to 
make the holiday feature dead line last 
month. Our correspondent there, LuEtta 
Braun, tells us they had a merry time as 
usual. Looks like everybody is having fun. 


heard some very interesting reports of 
England. After hearing about conditions 
there we can feel mighty fortunate that we 


‘live in good old U.S.A... . (Editor’s note) 


A friend of our Associate Editor has in- 
formed us that Miss Hess took her vacation 
in December and either inadvertently or 
through modesty didn’t mention this im- 
portant item. We are told that Shirley vis- 
ited her folks in Denver and had a big 
time ranging through the mountains and 
seeing the sights in the “Mile High” city. 


Engineering Department 
Frances Koontz, Associate Editor 


As the sub-zero weather is with us every- 
thing is quiet in this department. No one 
seems to be going places or doing things 
except Bud Eden, who took off for a week- 
end trip to Nevada, Iowa. One weather 
casualty—Phyllis Crandall’s windshield got 
frosted over and she didn’t see another car 
coming ... She is not driving these days. 
. . . Congratulations to Gerry Morris who 
graduated from the University January 28th. 
Gerry will now be a full time employee in 


the department. 


Supply Department 


Florence Tatman, Associate Editor 


We'll be different this time and not talk 
about vacations! Reason? It’s too early 
in the year—but give us time. ... Bill 
Rosenthal rates comment on his lengthy, 
enthusiastic conversations about the Buick 
he had acquired at about Holiday time. He 
did a whole lot of talking but never pro- 
duced the evidence. In exasperation his co- 
workers finally prepared and signed a peti- 
tion directed to Mrs. Rosenthal begging of 
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Installing the familiar blue and red aluminum insignia plates on fleet trucks is one of 
the jobs of Floyd Barnett, garage mechanic at Lincoln. Holes are drilled through the plates 
and the truck doors and the plates are attached with screws. The word “Telephone” is 
readable from a considerable distance and the plates may be removed if the vehicle is 
painted or sold. He is shown here removing an old plate and installing one of the new design. 


her the privilege of Bill’s bringing said car 
to work just once so all could get a glimpse. 
The scheme worked, and Bill does really 
have what he’s been talking so much about. 
. . . Ben Ferguson called recently to let us 
all know that he was able to be away from 
home, although he still must take it easy. 
We were mighty glad to see him again.. . 
Congratulations, we believe, are very much 
in order for Charles E. Connors, part time 
warehouseman, who recently completed his 
schooling in the Electrical Engineering Col- 
lege of the University of Nebraska and 
graduated with the mid-year class. Charles 
made plans for his educational program way 
back in 1941. He was interrupted by four 
years of active military service, then suf- 
fered a long siege of sickness due to a back 
injury (sustained while on a vacation), but 
has courageously kept working toward his 
goal. He has a family and is buying a home 
in Lincoln. We are hoping that he will be 
finding a permanent place among us. We 
have no doubt but what Mrs. Connors de- 
serves her full share of the commendation 
due Charles for his accomplishment. Good 
luck to both of you! 


Traffic Department 


Lincoln Operating Department 
Mary Ormand, Associate Editor 


We are experiencing just about our first 
real winter of this season and we really 
mean real! Falls on the ice have been a 
popular activity. Among those participating 
are Inez McNare, Mary Ormand and Max- 
ine Pointer who fell on the steps at home 
when starting to work. Maurine Harter re- 
ports having been the “victim” of a freak 
ice fall in which she was not hurt but both 
knees were laid bare, as a hole was cut 
neatly in both stockings. . .. Lois Capron is 
recovering at the hospital from an operation. 
: We're a bit worried about Virginia 
Stiles. When she gets so absent minded 


as to carry her head-set clear into the 
cafeteria—there must be a reason. ... 
Dorothy Darnold and family enjoyed a 
week-end visiting in Wymore end Fairbury. 
... Verna Trussell reports a pleasant visit 
at Orchard, but a rather anxious trip home. 
The bus was heavily loaded and it was 
necessary to put the luggage on another bus. 
Verna thinks it must have traveled over 
most of the continent before reaching Lin- 
coln as she almost despaired of ever seeing 
her belongings; for just about the first time 
she had locked her suitcase. ... Louise 
Snook spent a recent week-end in Reading, 
Kansas, visiting her mother. Maurine 
Harter and Vernita Vorce enjoyed a week- 
end in Omaha. While there they attended 
the ice hockey game. Dorothy Bryan 
and family have moved into their new home 
recently purchased, also Virginia Hunt is 
occupying a new home... . Our long dis- 
tance boards are being adjusted enabling 
us to dial numbers either on the front or 
back cords of the positions. . . . Mary Stava 
came to work one morning really disgusted, 
thinking just too many things had gone 
wrong. Getting up she hurried to make the 
coffee, but put the coffee in the wrong com- 
partment of the coffee maker so it turned 
out to be just water. As she hurried to 
ret going one stocking sprung a _ runner. 
Then she called a taxi which did not come. 
Some days are like that, Mary. . . . Esther 
Anderson and Millie Forst both recently 
“lost” their tonsils. Hazel Nichols just 
about didn’t make it to work one Saturday 
recently. Getting up at the sound of the 
alarm, she looked at the time. It said 
6:00 A.M. Now why had she set the alarm 
so early on Sunday, when she didn’t have 
to be to work until 10:00 A.M.? Disgusted, 
she went back to bed for an added snooze. 
Soon the peal of the telephone awakened 
her and answering she heard her friend, 
Mary Emerson saying, “Aren’t you coming 
to work?” “Why I don’t have to be there 


if 13 foe 


ANNUAL REPORT 


of Lincoln Telephone Employes 
Cooperative Credit Association 


Of Lincoln, Lancaster County, Nebraska, at 
the close of business on Dec. 31, 1949. 


ASSETS 

Cash and Due from Banks............ $ 66,247.00 
U. S. Bonds—Direct and 

CiaPAOOd nhc cede eee es encises 50,000.00 
Loans and Discounts ................---- 118,537.97 
Other Assets—-Stocks ...............--- 18,384.00 
TOY T AL: RODE S > dccncvccceesnasticvexs 253,168.97 

LIABILITIES 

Savings Deposits. -cincccccnidaccns $204,866.57 


TOT. DEPOSITS. ...$204,866.57 
Other Liabilities (Interest Col- 


lected not Earned ) sciccccsodsccwss 3,832.07 
TOTAL LIABILITIES: ncxeucces 208,698.64 
Chararity, Pugin ccna cccpsedteienconoinacs 3,635.90 
Undivided Profits ........................ 1,296.55 
TOTAL GUARANTY FUND, 

UNDIVIDED PROFITS & 

RESERVES. «2-22 $4,932.45 
Members’ Share Accounts..........-- 39,537.88 
TOTAL LIABILITICS xnc4-ceue 253,168.97 


I, A. B. Smith, President, of the above- 
named Lincoln Telephone Employes Co- 
operative Credit Association, do solemnly 
swear or affirm that the above statement is 
true, to the best of my knowledge and 
belief. 

A. B. SMITH, President 
Correct—Attest: 
I. J. DEVOE 


H. W. POTTER 
F. M. STRASSER 


Supervisory Committee 
STATE OF NEBRASKA, 


County of Lancaster, ss: 


Sworn to and subscribed before me this 
31st day of January, 1950, and I hereby 
certify that I am not an officer of this Asso- 
ciation. 


S. F. BUSH, Notary Public 
My commission expires Dec. 18, 1954. 


Customers at Hebron are greeted by this 
smiling and pleasant young lady, Verna 
Dankenbring, cashier, as they come in to pay 
accounts or talk about other commercial mat- 
ters. Elmer Moorhead of Geneva took the 
picture for which we say thanks very much. 
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until 10,” was the reply. So Mary informed 
Hazel that it was Saturday instead of Sun- 
day as she thought it was. Carolyn 
Becker recently went out with her boy friend 
in his car, to learn how to drive. All went 
well for awhile until she became confused 
by the heavy traffic on the highway near 
Seward. She immediately stopped the car 
to permit her companion to take the wheel. 
About that time the sound of loud honking 
from many cars stopped behind them filled 
the eir and a highway patrol officer came 
along to take charge of the situation. Caro- 
lyn has decided that the place to learn to 
drive is a nice, quiet country road. 


Southern District 
Christine Mason, Associate Editor 
Auburn Area 


Florence Fruehling, Correspondent 


Evelyn Zorn and May Perry are taking 
toll training under the supervision of 
Monica Lempka—lots of luck girls. 


Fairbury Area 
Velda Schipper, Correspondent 


Irene Novotny received a diamond for 
Christmas — congratulations. Idonna 
Landis went to a wolf hunt—yjust between 
you and me, we think at Washington, Kan- 
sas... . Earl Schemmerhorn was sick with 
the flu a few days last week. Glad to see 
you back, Earl. 


Tecumseh Area 


Mary Kalin and Rosalie Stewart, Correspondents 


It seems that we have an actor in our 
midst. Tyler Ryan had an important part 
in the Minstrel Show given by local talent 
and his costume included everything from 
“blackface” to a bow tie that lit up. He 
delivered a political speech that held the 
audience spellbound (they were afraid of 
his little cap gun). As a result of this 
memorable event Mr. Ryan has acquired a 
new nickname. His wife calls him ‘The 
Armour Star’ (pure ham, that it). 
Merl Sherman had a part too which includ- 
ed throwing eggs at the audience instead of 
them at him. He also did a good imper- 
sonation of one of the Andrew Sisters— 
some gams! .. . Henri Goracke and a gang 


It’s a mean trick, we know, but we've pur- 
posely held these pictures of the “Good Old 
Summer Time” until a cold snap and snow 
storm came along. But then it won't be long 
now. At left is Marguerite Lockhart of Syra- 
cuse with a nice string of fish caught near 
Waverly. Sophia Windels at right, chief 
operator at Syracuse, is shown with a bouquet 
of prize gladiolas. 


which included her good-looking cousin from 
Minnesota went to a dance in Syracuse one 
night and didn’t get back until the wee hours 
of the morning. . . . Darlene Robinson spent 
Sunday, January 15th, with Mary Jane 
Schwab et her home at Syracuse. 
Norma Lee Hahn and her husband visited 
friends in Omaha January 14th... . Mary 
Kalin had a wonderful vacation the last part 
of December visiting her sister, Barbara, in 
Columbus» and another sister, Rita, and 
family at St. Mary’s. ... John Eckles of 
Hastings has been working in Tecumseh this 
month. Brother Bill is teaching him some 
fundamentals. Mrs. Metzger returned 
to work after a week’s honeymoon in Texas. 

. Down at Pawnee City a farewell party 
was held Jan. 2 in honor of Mrs. Cecile 
Morehead who transferred to Tecumseh, as 
Assistant Chief Operator. She was present- 
ed with two linen handkerchiefs as a token 
of remembrance.. . . For the past week the 
operators friendly “number please” has been 
accompéenied by numerous and_ assorted 
background noises—reason: The COE in- 
stallers have arrived. Ernest Barney, Merl 
Sherman, Jim Smith and Bill Wolfe have 
been busy assembling framework for the 
new automatic switchboard. 


“According to the chart, ’m not tall 
enough,” 


(Our thanks to the Southwestern Telephone 
News and Southwestern cartoonist Ralph 
Organ.) 
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Wilber Area 
Lavina McElroy, Correspondent 


Betty Anthony has been on the sick list 
the past few days with the flu... . Wel- 
come to Olga Belohlavy, our student oper- 
ator. ... Mrs. Lloyd Miller has returned 
home from the hospital and is making a 
slow but satisfactory recovery from injuries 
received in a car accident several weeks ago. 


Western District 
Goldia M. Simons, Associate Editor 


Geneva-Hebron Area 
Velma L. Garland and Verna Dankenbring 


Correspondents 


Phyllis Most of the Geneva Traffic De- 
partment, spent the weekend of January 
13th in Colorado visiting her mother. ... 
Mrs. Reinhart Scheilke, a former operator, 
visited the Traffic and Commercial Depart- 
ments on January 17th... . The operators 
at the Fairmont office had a surprise birth- 
day party for their Chief operator, Mrs. 
Ethel Patrick, on the evening of January 3rd. 
Canasta was played and cake and ice cream 
were served... . Lhe majority of the Heb- 
ron Plant Department employees spent the 
holidays in Kansas. Mr. and Mrs. E. H. 
Wellman went to Concordia to visit rela- 
tives; Mr. and Mrs. R. A. Francis visited 
relatives in Narka; and A. C. Andres mot- 
ored to western Kansas for the holidays. We 
think Albert has a special interest there, is 
that correct, Albert? . . . Elmer Moorhead, 
Cable Splicer, and his helper, Lowell Gar- 
rett, have been doing some cable repair work 
here in the vicinity of Hebron. 


Hastings Area 
Peggy Bexten, Correspondent 


Darlene Aulner was a very surprised little 
girl and a late one also one Sunday morn- 
ing when she reached the Telephone Office 
and found her brother waiting for her. It 
seems that Darlene’s brother was reminded 
to take her to work but misunderstood and 
left to come to meet her when she got off 
work. Darlene had to walk to work and 
thus was late and surprised to see her 
brother upon her arrival at the office... . 
Lorraine Bobbs, new local operator this 


month, was formerly employed at Melbank, 
South Dakota. . . . Louise Kelso is in bed 
with the measles. That is one way to catch 
up on your sleep, Louise, but we do hope 
you are well soon... . Eva Belle Ross at- 
tended the funeral of her grandmother on 
Friday, January 20th. We are sorry to 
hear of your bereavement, Eva.. . . Colleen 
Kort is vacationing in California this month 
with her parents. She will return to work 
on February 9th. Have a good time for all 
of us, Colleen. . . . Wedding bells will soon 
be ringing for Elaine Pfiester, who became 
engaged at Christmas. Incidentally Elaine 
spent several weeks in California during De- 
cember with her Mother who has been ill. 

Minnie Schlitt spent several days of 
her vacation in Omaha. The rest of her 
time was spent visiting with her sister 
who is here from Argentina. 


Superior Area 


LuEtta Braun, Correspondent 


Evelyn Huffman is a new employee in 
the Traffic Department. Welcome Evelyn 
and we hope you like it here. ... Lulu 
Doher has begun her toll training and Beth 
Gilchrist and Lois Frahm have completed 
their training. Lois Frahm and Beth 
Gilchrist spent last weekend in Denver at- 
tending the stock show and shopping. They 
reported a splendid time and why not. . 
Clarel Wishart and Barbara Wittlake were 
in Hastings two days visiting with Clarel’s 
mother. Doris Larsen is planning to 
be married to Kermit Graham on January 
22nd but details will be summed up later. 
. . . Little Cupid shot another arrow in the 
Traffic Department and pointed it right at 
Beth Gilchrist. She received a_ lovely 
diamond ring. ‘The wedding plans are for 
the near future... . Betty Webber has had 
her share of pain and agony the last couple 
of weeks. She had eight teeth pulled. We 
surely do sympathize with you, Betty! 

Sutton Area 


Norma Nuss, Correspondent 


R. L. Dalton, former manager at Harvard 
and now of Lincoln, recently visited our 
office. . . . Mrs Joe Nuss has decided to 
stick to just plain housework, so has re- 
signed her position as an operator. We 
have two new girls, Mrs. Vincent Nagle 


Let’s Play Post Office 


OMETHING of a minor craze has 

developed for combing through post 
office lists to discover names of places 
that fit the states in which they are 
located. Such places include Hittor, 
Miss.; Oola, La.; Proan, Conn.; Shape- 
less, Mass.; Praise, Ala.; Goodnes, Me.; 
Farmerina, Del.; Deathly, IIl.; Coco, 
Colo.; and Income, Tex. And for a 
zoological note, Colorado has a Wild 
Horse, Idaho, a Wildhorse, California, 
a White Horse, South Dakota, a White- 
horse, and Missouri a Zebra among 
their communities. 


and Miss Marcella Lohmeier, who are now 
just completing their toll training. 
Duane Grove has been acting very strange 
lately, and now finally we have found out 
just what it is ... a certain little love bug 
has nipped at Duane and but good! 
Tommy Hedges and his gang have been 
working in Sutton spinning cable for the 
conversion to dial operation 


York-Osceola Area 
Helen Garner and Betty I. Beebe, Ccrrespondents 


The operators of Stromsburg and Mrs. 
Headmen enjoyed a Christmes supper and 
the exchanging of gifts on December 21. 
. . . The Stromsburg operators were pleas- 
ently surprised et Christmas with 42 pounds 
of chocolates and individual gifts from the 
local businessmen... . This finds the people 
in the York exchange well into the New 
Year, and things are confined mostly to 


routine among the York personnel. How- 
ever, anticipation has caused the girls to 
start making plans for their vacations... . 
The Bowling Team, consisting of girls from 
the Traffic Department are holding their 
weekly tournaments. Practice has im- 
proved their game, and the girls seem to 
enjoy it very much. ... The York corres- 
pondent, Helen Garner, is planning to 
change her name from Miss to Mrs. in the 
spring. She received a very pretty diamond 
ring for Christmas. Convention bars us 
from saying anything but, “Hooray!” 
Due to the lovely weather, which prevails 
in this vicinity, we are proud to announce 
that we have had no fractured or broken 
bones of any kind this winter, due to 
falls on the ice, however a few of the girls 
have taken up skating, end we are not at 
all sure our record will be kept. With this 
happy thought we leave you. 


ONG AGO, he’d planned the year, the 
day, the hour of his retirement. 


But now, a year beyond that date, 
his desk is still open... the weekday 
trout still in the brook. 


A lot of years are getting away from 
a lot of people... because they don’t 
have a plan which helps them save 
money regularly. 


But there are people who are mak- 
ing the most of the years, by invest- 
ment in United States Savings Bonds. 


It’s an easy, automatic way of insur- 
ing a financial future, thanks to a 
simple, automatic plan: 


The Payroll Savings Plan, at 
the firm where you are employed. 
You get a bond just as often as 
you like. 


Don’t let another year—another mo- 
ment—escape you. Sign up today. 


(litomatic saving is Aue Aawinig— 
US. Swit Bods” 


Contributed by this maga- 
zine in co-operation with 
the Magazine Publishers of 
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AFTER HAVING NO END OF TROUBLE 
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LATE IN THE MATCH THAT HE 
STILL HAD ON HIS HOB-NAILS 


z= 
WITH HIS FOOTWORK WHILE BOWi- ZB 
ING, DICK FISCHER DISCOVERED 2 


HE WEARS FOR WORK. , i 
Vpierieelltliiceereditttitifitre.» hn —— 


»\ Zaaiiar: 


MY SISTER WOULD BE 
ALL THE TIME | 


« 


hes | DONT KNow) 
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a jes SS Is (MAT KEEPS SAVING — 

: cant ao 4 “NUMBER PLEASE 7" 

iH AVERY UNDIGNIFIED POSE WAS STRUCK BE 


THE USUALLY SEDATE $.F. BUSH A FEW DAYS 
AGO WHEN HIS FOOT GOT TANGLED IN THE 
CORD OF A CALCULATING MACHINE HE 

WAS CARRYING OUT OF THE OFFICE . 
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ie grr" 
A COUPLE OF YEARS AGO PLAN ENGINEE 
ED CUMMINGS CONSULTED HI5 SLIDE RUL 
AND ANNCUNCED THAT THERE WOULD BE 
21,377 L797. TOLL CIRCUITS BY JAN. 1, 1950. 
« A CENSUS DISCLOSED 21,367 CIRCUITS 
IN OPERATION AT THAT TIME. THE MAESTROS 
GUESS WAS 99.943 % ACCURATE... . 
DR.GALLUP- ARE YOU LISTENING 7 


MOREANE ALLDRITT HAD 10 KEEP HER WITS 

SHARP WHILE CONDUCTING A GROUP OF CUB 
SCOUTS THROUGH THE HASTINGS EXCHANGE 
ONE DAY LAST MONTH. © (aks, ¥EG6#) 


WELL ATLEAST NOBODY HAS 
A HAIR-DO LIKE IT ! 


* JOAN LEMMON, LINCOLN 
TRAE, ATTENDED A PARTY 
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DAGGONNIT- I'LL. © 
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= HORSE AND BOUGHT 
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NOW-NOW DICKIE — THIS IS MUCH 
NICER THAN A TRAIN 
AND MAMMA WILL 
SHOW You HOW To 
USE If WHEN WE 
HAVE OUR NEXT SNOW. 


| WAXNA 
(400-CH00 


§ DISCUSSION. . . ONE GI 
URN. DEMONSTRATED HER IDEA WITH 
THE SCISSORS. ANOTHER,WITH A DIFFERENT 
VIEW. CORRECTED IT- AN SO ON. EACH IN TURN 
CONTRIBUTED HER’HELP* UNTIL JOAN WAS 
HOPELESSLY SHORN OF HER TRESSES 


THANKS, MARY) 


“7 Gta SERVICE, fae -==4 BOTTORFF 
Nese CERTAING RL Qo BERT OVERCASH WANTED To BE SURE OF AN 454 
Seq SLOW TODAY. START IN THE MORNING, 50 HE CHOKED HIS MOTOR 
e 70 A STOP WHEN HE CAME HOME FROM WORK. 
HIG ERROR WAS IN FAILING 10 TURN OFF THE 
IGNITION SWITCH, NEXT MORNING THE BATIERY 

WAS $0 WERK THE HORN WOULDN'T EVEN BLOW, 
AND BERT WAS FiT 10 BE TIED. 


~. : _- = ——_ 
Cae \ (ory LOCAL WINTER SPORTS CLAIMED AS CASUALTIES, 
LOSS OF MEMORY WHILE PLACING A LONG | | SLE i 
DISTANCE CALL RECENTLY. SHE PUSHED 
THE "1.0." BUTTON AND SAT, CHIN IN HAND, 
WAITING FOR THE OPERATOR “0 ANSWER. 
SOMETIME LATER, AMID SNICKERS FROM 


“HE ONLOOKERS, SHE BECAME AWARE THEIR EXHIBITIONS To NURSE THEIR WOUNDED 
HAT ie ELEPHONE WAS STILL ON THE PRIDE AND BATTERED BODIES. 


AS A CANDIDATE FOR THE TITLE OF 
A THE MONTHS MEANEST MAN" WE OFFER 
DICK HOBSON, GENERAL TRAFFIC, WHO BOYGHT 
fA SNOW SHOVEL A5 A PRESENT FOR HIS 
THREE-YEAR-OLD SON, DICKIE JUNIOR « 


ADDING To FRIRBURY 5 
MEMORY LAPSE EPIDEMIC 
WAS MARY JACKSON'S 


CAFE. WHEN THE 
WAITER TOOK HER 
ORDER FOR A CUP 

Caer uitER 
BEFORE HER- AND 

MARY CALMLY FILLED 

IT 10 THE BRIM WITH 

CREAM AS SHE WENT 
ON TALKING, 


WHEN THE BOYS AT THE GENERAL SHOP SA BLL EE 
GETALL READY 10 DASH HOME AN HOUR EARLY A 
FEW DAYS AGO THEY GAVE HIM A HARD TIME CALLED 
HIM "SEVEN HOUR KNEE "AND SUCH NAMES. . « 
BILL DECLARES THAT, AS HE HAD ALREADY DONE 
5UCH A LARGE AMOUNT OF WORK, HE FEARED 
THE OTHER FELLOWS WOULD HAVE NOTHING LEFT 
0 DO IF HE PUT IN AN EIGHT HOUR DAY. 


MR. HANSEN, EITHER STOP 
MAKING MOTIONS OR TRE 
To THINK OF ONE THAT 


SS 
CARMEN SULLIVAN, YORK, WENT To THE “a> KE 
t ING A LER t HELPPUC SHE YOLINTEERED TO gg 2: 
WHEN THE ROOF SPR K OVER THE LPFUL OLUN O é ZA,E= 
BRING IN # BASKET OF COBS. HER Utena Z 
MTA TN eRe ve ate de TROUBLES BEGAN WHEN SHE THE FIRST MEETING OF THE NOON DIECUSSION GROUP 4 fi i Z 
WENT 0 CALL THE ROOFERS. WHENTHE | | STEPPED ON THE FORK, WHICH PAGER GHOMMLED. DRGRNIZER DICEMANSEN | {Gl ICY WEATHE B 
PAIL WAS NEARLY FULL, BOB ROSS SAUNTERED FLEW UP, SPRAYED COBS ALL ANDTHE GREAT DISSENTER" DEWEY NELSEN. = 
BY, AND NATURALLY GOT HIS FOOT INTO OVER HER AND STRUCK HER. IT 1 SAID THAT HANSEN MADE EIGHT HERS ae 
AWE BUCKET, SLOSHING ITS CONTENTS || 7% REZOUNDING BLOW | MOTIONS IN RAPID FIRE ORDER , ALL OF WAY HOME 3X 
OVER ALL NEARBY SURROUNDINGS ON ToP OF THE WHICH WERE LOST FOR WANT OF A SECOND | | -- AND’DOC"OJERS, NEBRASKA CITY, BARKED 
INCLUDING BOB’S NICELY CREASED FROM NELSEN. THEY HAD A HECK OF A TIME. | | HIS BADLY IN FALLING DOWN THE 
PANTS ! GETTING THEMSELVES ADJOURNED ! PORCH STAIRS . 


Service and construction men grouped in front of the 
new building one cold day a few weeks ago for this pic- 
ture. Left to right, Robert Rippen, F. L. McCormick, R. S. 
Coleman, H. H. Lahr, C. McClure, D. Webb, G. R. Ander- 
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son, George Burt, M. Heath, J. L. Roth, R. Hromodka, 
B. Imler, T. B. Hedges, G. A. Fleck, Otto Buck, H. Kempf, 
Area Manager E. J. Flowerday, W. M. Valentine, E. C. 
Burchess and J. Selko. 


So You Haven't Seen the New Hastings Building— 


[TN TALKING with people about the 

approaching Hastings dial conver- 
sion we've had quite a number express 
interest in the appearance and floor 
plan of the new building. Next to an 
actual visit, the best way we know to 
supply that information is to show a 
picture of the building and a sketch of 
the floor arrangement. 

The building is located at 4th and 
St. Joseph Streets and is a two story 
brick structure, 59 feet wide and 97 
feet long. The low building shown at 
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left is a garage which will accommodate 
some of the vehicles used by the Com- 
pany there. 

As shown in the sketch, the operat- 
ing department, dial switching equip- 
ment, main frame and test board will 
occupy the second floor. The switch- 
board will be placed in the wall separat- 
ing the operating room and the equip- 
ment room so that switchboardmen 
may work on the wiring and equipment 
back of the board without entering the 
operating room. 


Heres M Look At Jt 


The first floor will be occupied by 
the Commercial and Service Depart- 
ments and by district and area offices. 
Chairs, writing stands and public tele- 
phones will be conveniently located for 
customers. 

In the basement will be storage 
rooms, a large recreation room, the 
battery room, motor generator room, 
cable vault and boiler room. 


The conversion is scheduled for early 
summer. 
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Ina Ozenbaugh . 
Lincoln Lincoln 


Floyd Barnett 


Moreane Alldritt 
Hastings 


Walter Stewart 


Genevieve Griffin 
Lincoln Lincoln 


Suggestions Bring Awards To Seven Employees 
David Guthrie and Ernest Barney Commended 


HERE has been some good hunting 

during the mid-winter suggestion 
season as seven employees hit the bulls- 
eye with ideas that brought the return 
of nice cash awards. As usual, the sug- 
gestions were diversified in their scope, 
and in most cases were directly related 
to the job of the person who submitted 
them. 

Leading the list of the present crop of 
suggestions is one which has been ad- 
judged one of the most outstanding yet 
received by the committee. It concerns 
the adoption of a hoisting machine, 
which has already been made and put 
to use in recent conversions of ex- 
changes to dial operation. The hoist is 
designed to remove the shelf assemblies 
of the equipment from their crating 
and elevate them to the desired height 
for fastening to the superstructure. 

Before the advent of the machine it 
was necessary to do this job manually, 
and often required that additional per- 
sonnel be assigned to an exchange for 
this express purpose. Using the lift, 


David Guthrie 


Ernest Barney 
Lincoln Lincoln 


For Outstanding Idea 


two men can easily do the work of 
several—with greater speed and safety. 
A study of its merits at a recent con- 
version indicated that, through the use 
of the hoist, installation time was re- 
duced to less than half that required 
by the former method. It was also 
apparent that the delicate equipment 
was handled with less liability of dam- 
age, and with greater safety of the 
workmen. David Guthrie and Ernest 
Barney, general plant department, who 
submitted the suggestion as a joint idea 
were both handsomely rewarded for 
their efforts in perfecting the machine. 


The other adopted suggestions in- 
clude those of Floyd J. Barnett, garage 
mechanic, who sent in a plan for a 
change in drop wire reels, replacing the 
present straight cross pieces with a con- 
cave type. He finds that this would 
circumvent the coil collapsing, and be- 
coming loose and entangled on the 
reel. 

Genevieve Griffin, Lincoln traffic 
department, submitted her notion for 
relieving the load on the Company 
P.B.X. during the hours of the traffic 
peak. Ina N. Ozenbaugh, of the same 
department, advocated the installation 
of coke and candy vending machines in 
the operator's lounge, a suggestion 
which was at first vetoed, but later 


At right is a sketch of the machine de- 
signed and constructed by David Guthrie and 
Ernest Barney which has been used with 
much success in dial equipment installations. 
Iis purpose is to lift shelf assemblies to the 
desired height for fastening to superstructure. 
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reconsidered and adopted. Walter C. 
Stewart, Lincoln plant department, sug- 
gested a wiring change which was 
found to be of value in reducing wear 
on ringing interrupters in certain types 
of PABX boards. Moreane I. Alldritt, 
Hastings traffic department, thought of 
a simpler way for recording coin de- 
posits on Form LT 32 TL, and thereby 
won for herself the price of that cute 
creation in the milliner’s window. 

And so it is demonstrated again that 
an employee need not search beyond 
the confines of his or her own job to 
find material for making a suggestion 
for improvement. Forms on which to 
submit them may be obtained from 
department supervisors or from the per- 
sonnel office. 


——_—_—— 


Pictures taken shortly before the conversions at Denton and 
Davey. At left is Mrs. Ruth Flachman, chief operator-cashier at 
Denton, attending some of the last calls to go through the board. 
The Flachmans will continue their residence in the telephone build- 
ing at Denton. At center, V. P. Spears and L. R. Rhoades of the 
Lincoln Service Department, get a quick bit of explanation about 
the Davey dial switching equipment from George Keith, COE 


Three Exchanges bo 


UR first triple conversion from 

manual to dial service took place 
on March 2 when Davey, Denton and 
Raymond joined the growing list of 
dial exchanges. The cuts were made 
simultaneously at 10:00 A. M. at a 
signal given by M. C. Walker, district 
plant manager, over a conference con- 
nection set up to all three exchanges 
from the toll test board. Receiving the 
word and giving the order for the cut 
at the respective exchanges were L. G. 
Saunders, wire chief, at Denton; Ralph 
Connors, assistant wire chief, at Ray- 
mond; and Ray Clinton, maintenance 
inspector, at Davey. The conversions 
were trouble free for which those re- 
sponsible for the various phases of the 
project deserve much credit. 


The change in service was timed to 


Dial 


coincide with the delivery of the Lin- 
coln directory in which subscribers in 
these exchanges also are listed. For the 
first time, listings for the seven ex- 
changes near-by to Lincoln included in 
the directory are listed in alphabeti- 
cal order with Lincoln subscribers. 
Formerly, listings for each exchange 
appeared in the back of the directory 
under the name of the exchange. List- 
ings for business subscribers in the 
smaller exchanges also are listed in the 
classified section of the new directory 
for the first time. The directory people 
did a fine job of making these changes 
with not a single error reported as the 
News went to press. 

Davey, Denton and Raymond _to- 
gether serve 444 telephones. Subscrib- 
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installation supervisor, who had general charge of the installation 
of the equipment. Spears and Rhoades were at Davey to change 
subscribers’ telephone to the new dial type. At right are Relief Opera- 
tor Bernadine Krone, seated, and Florence Arbogast, chief operator- 
cashier at Davey. On March 6 Miss Arbogast rounded out 14 years of 
service at Davey and April 1 marks her 38th service anniversary with 
the Company. She will retire on pension and the story of her career 
will appear in the April issue. 


ers in Lincoln and this service area 
can now call 42,809 telephones through 
the dial system. This includes exchanges 
at Davey, Denton, Huskerville, Mal- 
colm, Raymond and Waverly. Pleasant 
Dale, also in this service area, is manual- 
ly operated. 

The March conversions bring the 
total of Company dial operated ex- 


changes to 64, three past the half way 
mark. 


Above is L. G. Saunders, wire chief, making 
some final tests of the Denton equipment 
before conversion. 

At left is Mrs. Aletha Schulling who has 
been chief operator-cashier at Raymond since 
1931. She will continue employment with the 
Company at Lincoln. At center is George 
Murrish of the Lincoln Service Department 
making tests at the Denton main frame, 


Credit Association Shows 


Healthy Growth 


EPORTS made at the annual meet- 
ing of the Lincoln Telephone Em- 
ployees Co-operative Credit Association 
show a healthy growth in membership 
as well as in assets. Membership in- 
creased from 495 at the end of 1948 


‘to 562 at the present time, a gain of 


67, while assets reported to the State 
Department of Banking at the end of 
1949 showed an increase of over $19,- 
000. Loans made in 1949 totaled 213 
as compared with 193 in 1948. 

President A. B. Smith has asked us 
to inform members that they will re- 
ceive certificates of stock in the near 
future. Each member will receive one 
certificate which will have a value of 
$10.00 and which will represent the 
initial $10.00 credited to his account 
as a share holder. Mr. Smith empha- 
sized that this would not add $10.00 to 
the value of the member’s shares in the 
Association, but would merely consti- 
tute evidence of holding this amount as 
a share in the Association. This is being 
done to comply with a State statute and 
a recent ruling by the Attorney Gen- 
eral’s office which makes it necessary 
for credit associations to issue at least 
one certificate of stock to each member. 
The certificates should be carefully safe- 
euarded because each has a value of 
$10.00. 

A point on which there has been 
some misunderstanding was cleared at 
the annual meeting when it was voted 
that employees of the Company who 
had retired on pension were eligible 
for membership in the Association. 
Pensioners had been members prior to 
this action, but the wording of the by- 
laws was somewhat vague on this point. 
This has now been clarified by the 
members’ vote. 

Directors elected at the annual meet- 
ing of members were: G. A. Foster, 
Charles Meshier and G. E. Miller. Re- 
elected as directors were T. C. Cone, 
Kent Eno, M. M. Hale, P. H. Henson, 
J. L. Lyne, M. E. Metcalf, Bert Over- 
cash, A. B. Smith, Myrtle Smith, John 
Spady, R. H. Spohn and L. A. Stacy. 

At the board of directors meeting 
held following the annual meeting of 
members the following officers were 
re-elected: A. B. Smith, president; L. A. 
Stacy, vice president; J. L. Lyne, treas- 
urer; and R. H. Spohn, secretary. 


First White House Telephone 
OW that the White House is being 


~* remodeled, it is interesting to note 
that Rutherford B. Hayes while he was 
President (1877-81) directed the in- 
stallation of the first telephone. Other 
changes had been made from time to 
time inside the venerable building to 
allow for progress in utilities. The first 
electric lights were installed around 
1890 by Benjamin Harrison. 


Company Director Promoted 


ON of the Company’s directors, Mr. 


L. E. Hurtz, who has been president 
of the Fairmont Foods Company of 
Omaha since 1940, was promoted to 
the position of chairman of the board 
of directors of that company, effective 


March 1. 


Mr. Hurtz served as general manager 
of our company from 1906 to 1921. 


Directory Company Moves To New Offices 


TMHE directory sales department moved 

to new offices in the Sharp Build- 
ing last month after having occupied 
offices in the Bankers Life Building 
since 1931. The accompanying scenes 
show views of the office and of the 
force who do such a grand job of 
selling directory advertising for the 
Company. 

The directory sales activities of the 
Company are handled by the Nebraska 
Telephone Directory Company, of 
which E. A. McKenna is manager. He 
is assisted by three salesmen, Herb 
Velte, Al Zehrung and Jack Schiffour. 
Mrs, Florence Loder is the manager’s 
secretary and also handles the book- 
keeping and office details. Officers of 
the organization are Merle M. Hale, 
president; Hiland H. Wheeler, vice 
president; and I. J. Devoe, secretary- 
treasurer. 

Mr. McKenna has been in the di- 
rectory advertising business for 32 
years and with his able staff has made 
many friends in the Company’s terri- 
tory, and has an excellent record in 
both the selling of advertising and the 


The capable staff of the directory sales de- 
partment. Left to right, Al Zehrung, Man- 
ager E. A. McKenna, Mrs. Florence Loder 
and Jack Schiffour. Herb Velte was out of 
the city when these pictures were taken. 


promotion of good public relations. Mr. 
since that time the Company’s revenue 
from directory advertising has increased 
over 400%. Advertising is sold in all 
of the 27 directories published by the 
Company, nine of which now have 
classified sections. 


View of the new office quarters with a portion of Mr. McKenna’s office visible at left 
and the salesmen’s desks at right. Chatting at left are E, A. McKenna, directory sales 
manager, and Merle M. Hale, president of the directory company. Working on assignments 
at right are Jack Schiffour, Al Zehrung and Mrs. Florence Loder, 
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They'll Be Taking It Easy From Now On 


Margie Grewell 


ORMING the group of retiring em- 
~ ployees for the past month are Roy 
J. Rogers, York, Margie Grewell, Exe- 
ter, and Sarah Mussmann, Western. 
All are veterans of many years in the 
industry and indeed, their names are 
almost synonymous with the telephone 
in their respective towns. 


In point of service, Roy is senior 
member of the trio. He went to work 
for the Western Electric Company at 
Chicago in September, 1905, and in 
April, 1906, joined the Missouri and 
Kansas Telephone Company. He served 
three years with this and the LaMonte 
Kansas company before entering the 
employ of the Nebraska Bell at Fair- 
bury in March, 1908. He came to our 
company in September, 1909, as switch- 
man, working at Tecumseh and Lin- 
coln until April, 1912, when he re- 
signed. 


Following a three year break in his 
service record he returned to the Com- 
pany in September, 1915, as switch- 
boardman and combinationman at York 
and two years later became commercial 
manager at Friend. He served in a 
similar capacity at Fairmont from Janu- 
ary, 1919 until March, 1921 when he 
took a leave of absence to try his hand 
at farming. Back in telephone harness 
that fall, he worked as switchboardman 
at York until being named wire chief 
in April, 1922. Further promotions 
brought him the titles of York com- 
mercial manager in March, 1926 and 
area commercial manager in 1934, He 
went to Wymore aS Manager in Sep- 
tember, 1939, and in September, 1942, 
requested retirement to enter private 
business. In May, 1944, he returned to 
active employment as switchboardman 
at York, to help relieve the shortage of 


Roy Rogers 


Sarah Mussmann 


skilled telephone men in those wartime 
years, and has remained in this position 
until his second retirement on March 1. 


Margie Grewell leaves an unbroken 
record of service extending back more 
than 32 years. She was first introduced 
to the plugs and jacks as relief operator 
at Sutton in December, 1917. In May, 
1918 she transferred to Exeter, becom- 
ing chief operator in July of the same 
year. She has continued in this posi- 
tion down through the years until the 
exchange was converted to dial opera- 
tion a few weeks ago. Her retirement 
became effective February 8. 


Both Mr. Rogers and Mrs. Grewell 
are charter members of the Frank H. 
Woods Pioneer Chapter, and have been 
regular in their attendance at most of 
its functions. Margie plans to make her 
home at Exeter and will continue to 
keep a hand in telephone affairs by 
acting as collection agent there. 


On the day of her retirement, Sarah 
A. Mussmann had been associated with 
the telephone company at Western for 
exactly 30 years. After being initiated 
into the mysteries of the telephone 
switchboard at Fairbury for a period 
of two months, she came to Western 
and was employed by the C. E. Camp- 
bell Telephone Company there in Feb- 
ruary, 1920. When the Campbell 
properties at Western and Swanton 
were purchased by the L. T. & T. 
Company in June, 1926, Mrs. Muss- 
mann appeared on the records as chief 
operator. As a member of our organi- 
zation, she has retained that post until 
her retirement on February 20. 


The News extends to each of these 
popular telephone folk a hearty wish 
that they may receive the fullest 
amount of pleasure and health in their 
coming days of leisure. 
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Service At Fairbury and 


Lincoln Is Praised 
OMPLIMENTARY notes from the 


“Boss” always are appreciated be- 
cause they show that we are doing the 
right kind of a job. By the “Boss” we 
mean of course the public that we serve 
because, in the final analysis, it’s the 
customer we're really workinz for. If 
we give him pleasinz and satisfactory 
service we're doing a good job. If we 
don’t, the Company won't fare well 
for very long and neither will the 
people who work for it. 


We're always very happy therefore 
to receive letters of commendation 
about our service and the job we're 
doing. Two typical letters on this sul 
ject were received last month ana 
excerpts from them are quoted. The 
first was from Mr. Morris Speir, gen- 
eral manager of the Fairbury Wind- 
mill Company at Fairbury who wrote 
Area Manager Tom Longdon: 


“We are a little late this year in 
letting you know how well pleased we 
have been during the past year with 
service rendered by yourself and all of 
your associates. As you know we have 
added to our service a couple of times 
this year with extra telephones and 
the dispatch with which your men 
worked was something to behold. Our 
records indicate that whenever any 
trouble developed, and that was rare, 
your trouble shooters were on the job 
within 30 minutes. That’s what we call 
real co-operation. 


“The girls in the local office, it seems 
to us, have gone out of their way to 
give us splendid service on both local 
and long distance calls. 


“Thanks again to all of you.” 


The second letter was from Helen 
Gates, general manager of the Nine 
Cent Cleaners at Lincoln who wrote: 


“We wish to extend our thanks and 
appreciation to your organization for 
the marvelous way in which you co- 
operated with us in getting telephone 
service for our Lincoln superintendent, 


Mr. B. K. Stickels. 


“We know the many obstacles you 
have to overcome in order to make 
installations and therefore we are the 
more appreciative of what you have 
done for us.” 
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One Telephone Call Saves 


Thousands of Dollars 


IGHTING fires in rural areas is a 

difficult problem, but farmers near 
Beatrice believe they have the best 
possible answer for it. 


Recently, they organized a rural fire. 


district which comprises 702 farms, 28 
schools, 5 churches and 3 villages. They 
purchased a new fire truck equipped 
with a pump which has a capacity of 
600 gallons per minute and carries 1,900 
feet of hose. The organization is made 
up entirely of volunteers who are sum- 
moned by telephone in case of emer- 
gencies, in accordance with a care- 
fully worked out plan with our Com- 
pany and other telephone companies in 
the area. 


The $18,000 truck is stationed in 
Beatrice and is driven to the scene of 
fires from that point. The last fire was 
in a farm home 914 miles from the 
station and the volunteer firemen drove 
to the scene and extinguished the blaze 
before it broke out of the building. The 
occupants were able to continue living 
in the house while repairs were being 
made. The fire chief estimates that 
at least $5,000 worth of property was 
saved on this call alone. 

This volunteer group is a fine ex- 


ample of what can be accomplished 
through proper organization and also 
is convincing testimony of the value of 
telephone service. 


Pioneer Growth Continues 


COUPLE of months ago the na- 
£\ tional office of the Independent 
Pioneer association released its member- 
ship statistics revealing that the Frank 
H. Woods Chapter was the largest in 
the nation. This news came as a most 
agreeable surprise to the Chapter mem- 
bers and might have been used by 
the membership committee as a valid 
reason to slow down their efforts and 
rest on their oars. However, Ernie 
Royce and his committee are made of 
sterner stuff. There has been no notice- 
able let-up in their campaign to sign 
up all and sundry eligibles who cross 
their path. Since the figures were pub- 
lished the Chapter has continued io 
grow and by the first of March had 
reached a further peak in membership, 
the figure for that date showing 434 
paid up members. 


Nine new names appear on the roster 
as a result of recent approvals of mem- 
bership applications. Three of these are 
from outside the borders of the L. T. 
€? T. territory, which is a healthy sign 
that the Chapter is rapidly gaining in 
its aim to promote a statewide organi- 
zation. The new members are: Winnie 
B. Henpel, Hickman; J. H. “Stub” 
Roland, Beatrice; Amie Murray, Wal- 
lace; W. A. Rosenthal, Lincoln; Ray O. 
Sherman, Lincoln; Mrs. J. E. Grint, 
Sargent; Mary T. Jackson, Fairbury; 
Ella M. Hansen, Lincoln and Mable 
Wieting, Beatrice. 


Long-Necked Problem 


Giraffes are reported to have caused 
trouble to telephone and telegraph lines 
in Eastern Africa. Cantering across the 
veldt, the gawky animals apparently 
don’t know how to duck when they 
cross under pole lines. 


MERICA is known to have the best telephone service in the world. This can 

probably be attributed to the fact that we have the most modern equipment 

and trained personnel using modern tools to operate and maintain the equipment. 

But the provision of good telephone service requires more than modern equip- 

ment and trained personnel. It requires the co-operation of all employees in 

every department in doing his or her job and doing it well, and whenever possible 
to give a little “extra effort” to satisfy our customers, 
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Dudgeon Named Athletic 


Committee Head 
J W. DUDGEON of the Hastings 


Commercial Department last month 
was named chairman of a new commit- 
tee on athletic activities of the Hastings 
Chamber of Com- 
merce. Active sup- 
port of all sports 
and good sports- 
manship in Hast- 
ings and surround- 
ing territory is the 
committee’s princi- 
pal purpose. It will 
co-operate with the 
Junior Chamber of 
Commerce in spon- 
soring a senior sports day and with the 
American Legion in promoting the 
Western Regional Legion Baseball 
Tourney next summer. The committee 
also is investigating the possibility of 
a field house for Hastings to be used 
for athletic entertainment, social func- 
tions, conventions and other similar 
events. 


J. W. Dudgeon 


A Boost For Microftilming 
ECENTLY the Company adopted 


the practice of microfilming toll 
tickets so that the original tickets could 
be sent to subscribers with monthly 
statements and the microfilm retained 
by the Company for reference purposes. 
The plan eliminates the need for item1z- 
ing toll calls in the Accounting Depart- 
ment and supplies the customer with 
a more complete and detailed record of 
calls made. 

We have received a number of favor: 
able comments from subscribers since 
the plan was inaugurated and the fol- 
lowing letter from Mr. E. G. Lightbody, 
superintendent of Nebraska City public 
schools, is typical of the comments that 
have been expressed. 

“I want to take this opportunity of 
complimenting your Company on the 
improvement in service in so far as the 
method of reporting long distance calls 
is concerned. This certainly makes it 
much easier to check the charges and 
the calls.” 

We are glad that Mr. Lightbody has 
found the new method to be helpful, 
and we appreciate his courtesy in writ- 
ing to tell us about it. 
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The Pioneer social commit. — Ed Ernst had charge of local 
fi guided by its chairman, yrangements at Nebraska City, 
Chauncey Eggerss, staged terri_ ply assisted by committee mem- 


They look worried-and maybe you think theyre 
not! A balky motion picture machine af Neb. City 
caused a hurried consultation between Chapter 


» « « the beautiful songs of Lo 
will be long remembered by those Pioneer's 
who heard her selections. Her accompanist 
is Vivian Buess., 


torial parties during the past 
month at Nebraska City, Davig 
City, Beatrice and Hastings, Pio 
neers from the surroundin g 
countryside were invited to at. 
tend the one nearest their home. 


A program of talent from em, 
bloyee ranks has accompanied 
the caravan in its travels and in 
cludes two gifted Lincoln traf ~ 
fic employees, Lois Meyers, solo- 
ist, and Carol Williams, dancer. 
The Pionairres,” 4 barber-shop 
quartette composed of Pioneers 
Walroth, Gorman, Mills and 
Eggerss also shared the Shotlight 
at all meetings. Through the 
efforts of local committees the 
attendance has been uniformly 

ish and everyone is happy that 
this important phase of the or- 
§4Nnization’s social program is 


yers Myron Birdsley, Auburn, 
wad Georgia Tartsch, Platts- 
ipouth. At David City the 
gains came on the night of the 
party but the members came 
vight with them. Even a dele- 
ation from the Continental 
youp across the river braved 
tbe night to be present. Vern 
Campbell did a great job as local 
chairman, while Laura Douty, 
seward, and Dewey Olsen, 
wahoo, organized fine represen- 
tations from their respective 
sections. 


Pictures from only the Ne- 
braska City and David City 
arties are shown on these pages. 
Those for Beatrice and Hastings 
quere taken too late to meet the 


News deadline and will be pub- 


. . « The ice-breaking group songs which 
opened the meetings were usually led by 
Pres. Longdon. Accompanist Claude Helm 

photographs well from any angle. 


At David City the quartette ran in a substitute 
for their ailing tenor, Roy Mills. The results 


big wigs Chauncey Eggerss and lommy Longdon . 
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Eighty-nine attractively bound vol- 
umes of the News are pictured here just 
after they were received from the 
bindery last month. They were de- 
livered to associate editors of the maga- 
zine and to other employees who had 
ordered them. Lucile Buss of Lincoln 
Traffic, George Ramsey of the Lincoln 
business office and Associate Editor 
Ruth Mays of Eastern District came in 
to pick up their copies. The camera- 


¢ 


+ 


man, on his toes as usual, made the 
most of the situation and asked them 
to pose for this picture. They are look- 
ing through some editions of years past. 
Miss Mays at right is interested in a 
copy of the first volume published in 
1915. The present volume contains 
issues printed in 1948 and 1949. 

Incidentally, the telephone being 
used as a book end at left is the dial, 
desk stand type first used in Lincoln in 
1904. 
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The following list of new employees is published as a gesture of friendly 
welcome and. to help them get acquainted. We hope that they will enjoy their 
new occupation as well as the many fine associations that go with it. 


Commercial 

Name Position Exchange Date Employed 
Joann L. Christensen............. E113 7 | See RE Se ee ea |e! 510). a een January 30 
Norma. B. -Orrithvecccic so. .5: Sete oarnae gh oC: || er re February 9 

Engineering 
pO ois 4) + =: ee eR Bc: ny c1 LE: yy Reena ee NAOMI: eee ad February 6 
Plant 
Richard A. Crandell.............. CeY OUR Nia tis wseetiovdediuels PO TOTO esiectesenct esate anidcniticte February 1 
Billy May D8 Obs ihc i Geet acs STOUNG MAR oo vosccc ccc candsonee PSUR oho clic January 30 
|W as 2s ao» ee OD CSROUMO MAN os sa secciocusscesvet ts 13.9 | - ee ONE mE February 10 
Margaret O. Hunnicutt......... RIVETING ssc sctas anu cweaiy Senin MACE Oden cid perenne, February 1 
K. G. Rutherford a ...s0c.0.000, EON Stor oo tue eeseueusess: 0) ee February 10 
Laverne Tl e8at anes ieee. ccs: Groundman......000.......00000-- bE le) eee ar et ee February 14 
EVs BANE) 411 Seven eee ee jE) 21 |e eek evO neces eee ea TA OSUAHS Sicse. tasc. eetinate February 15 
Traffic 

Nola J. Oost a ee A Operator Lite casasuspeenaahe Lic | 9 ee ae a eee ae January 30 
Wonte De TUNG ses isactelscosces: f (pC rater cece ok, PINON icdh:oscsidsetontiy wapanesoas January 30 
Bonnie L,: Graham... c.ca.2c3.-. EN NIB OPREOR oe cote ho Gt: |: rs ates a ce ee February 6 
Mary M. Head ssc. ccccccc..cctess ge 2) cho; ee e123 [ee er ee February 20 
Donna. |, HLYMAG ccs posed MJ BOPALOE cc sndadscesccecaserece Lincoln...... ee re en re February 7 
Leona: Ii, -Krikavanincsicccns Pi SOP ETAEOT ico eisoccercnezy css aT: 6 (el ee February 20 
Joyce C. Kruger............... pstpiok hs CO DETALOE pi cnccesesnaneecisec: Et) c) |: en en ene January 30 
Louise Matlock.................-.... A Operator.......... erase: DU POLIO Lc vissnivacdsccseuciepcats: January 31 
LaVern R. Moravec.............. FP. MO POratOrsssiecicice tng oY OF Kiss. Parana deleted cates seats January 30 
Genevie I. Ninnemann.......... A Operator....:. edddee tome esteds 31:0) | septic February 6 
Joann Lb. Richling.2....4.0 PY, MD CTAN OT voc ccc speadleceas 51 3 @ [oe January 30 
Pulice DD. Rothe cssccsccsasteveseacies A. Operator... Bia ewes BOQTIORS oii nesascvtblescrgnaccaces February 6 
Corrine 1D° Wile. sccsisceediceeeack hs AP BTACOE sci ccce ccecesgecese, Weeping Water......00......... January 31 
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Eight Employee Groups Get 


Ten Year Safety Certificates 


fey, years ago the Company started 

the practice of awarding certificates 
to employee groups and their super- 
visors who had worked without a lost 
time accident during specified periods. 
The certificates have been given since 
every six months to groups with such 
records and the time without accident 
for each group has been accumulated. 
When an employee has a lost time acci- 
dent, his group has to start over again. 

Last month certificates signifying ten 
years without a lost time accident were 
awarded to eight employee groups. The 
awards representing this splendid rec- 
ord were presented by F. E. Behm, gen- 
eral plant superintendent, to the fol- 
lowing: 

2-5 Office Employees 

4 Office Employees 

6 Office Employees 

Toll Wire Chief Employees 
Superior Area Employees 
Sutton Area Employees 
Tecumseh Area Employees 
Wilber Area Employees 

In addition, certificates representing 
114 months and 108 months respective- 
ly were presented to John Hobson and 
his construction crew and to the garage 
employees. Other certificates represent- 
ing periods ranging from six months 
to 102 months were awarded to other 
groups. 

Mr. Behm commended the employees 
involved most highly for their excellent 
record and their cooperation in this im- 
portant phase of the Company’s safety 
program. 


JOURNEY’S END 


Mrs. Edith Daharsh, mother of Ethel 
Daharsh, chief operator at Wahoo, 
passed away February 13. Funeral 
services were held at the Congrega- 
tional Church at Wahoo on February 
16. 

James Miller, step father of T. C. 
Cone, area manager at Seward, passed 
away February 10. Funeral services 
were held February 14 at Great Bend, 
Kansas. 

On February 28 we were serving 
99,611 telephones, an all time high. 
Just 389 to go for 100,000! 


SU 


ervice Birthdays 
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John Ruppel 
Nebraska City 
35 Years 


Lincoln 
30 Years 


Forty-Seven Years 


F. H. Woods, Lincoln. 


Forty-Four Years 
W. C. Lant, Nebraska City. 


Thirty-Nine Years 
Charles Dickenman, Beatrice. 


Thirty-Seven Years 
O. L. Sturtevant, Lincoln. 


Thirty-Six Years 
P. A. Schmeltzer, Lincoln. 


Thirty-Five Years 
John Ruppel, Nebraska City. 
Thirty-Four Years 
G. P. Barney, H. G. Peachman, Lincoln. 
Thirty-Three Years 
Elsie M. Anderson, Lincoln. 
Thirty-Two Years 
L. G. Saunders, Lincoln. 
Thirty-One Years 
H. S. Knudson, L. W. Winscot, Lincoln; 
Belle Meester, Hastings. 
Thirty Years 
F. J. Bettenhausen, Lincoln. 
Twenty-Nine Years 
Dorothy Lefler, Lincoln; Frank Nevitt, 
Beatrice. 
Twenty-Eight Years 
Marguerite Lockhart, Syracuse; L. C. Wil- 
liams, Stromsburg. 
Twenty-Seven Years 
H. W. Cane, Lincoln. 
Twenty-Five Years 
D. D. Eckles, Nelson. 
Twenty-Four Years 
D. C. Gilmore, Lincoln. 
Twenty-Three Years 
Mina Jorgensen, Lincoln. 
Twenty-Two Years 
H. W. Stroup, Lincoln. 
Twenty-One Years 
P. A. Wilkinson, Lincoln. 
Twenty Years 
Alice M. Peters, York. 
Eighteen Years 
E. O. Wait, Lincoln. 
Sixteen Years 


Ethel M. Armstrong, Nebraska City; W. F. 


Grant, Lincoln; J. H. Roland, Beatrice. 


F. J. Bettenhausen 


D. D. Eckles 
Nelson 
25 Years 


Eleven Years 
Juanita Schleif, Lincoln. 
Ten Years 
Frances M. Harmon, Lincoln. 
Nine Years 
Dorothy Heckman, Lincoln. 
Eight Years 
Frances Koontz, Elizabeth Kroeger, Lin- 
coln; Wilhelmina Sanman, York; A. E. Stans- 
bury, Beatrice. 
Seven Years 
Velma Garlock, York; Lola Hetherington, 
Ruth Hetherington, Lincoln; Annabelle 
Stocker, Fairbury. 
Six Years 
Roselma Bell, Clarabelle Schroll, Lincoln; 
Anna Menninga, Beatrice; Mary M. Ross, 
Nebraska City. 
Five Years 
Bernice Iwohn, Lincoln; Malinda Stuhr, 


York. 


Ruth Furry, Lincoln Traffic Depart- 
ment, became the bride of John Turner 
at the Methodist Parsonage in Omaha 
on February 3. Mrs. Turner is con- 
tinuing her work. 

A surprise announcement was made 
this month of the marriage of Mary 
Mulder of the General Traffic Depart- 
ment and Melvin Pohlenz of Lincoln, 
which took place on December 17. 
Mrs. Pohlenz is continuing her work. 

The marriage of Patricia Lilley, 
operator at Wahoo, and LeRoy Mitchell 
took place on February 12 at the Pres- 
byterian Church in Wahoo. Mrs. 
Mitchell is continuing her work and 
the couple will live in Wahoo. 


Alice M. Peters 


Frances M. Harmon 
York Lincoln 
10 Years 


20 Years 


sf 


Mr. and Mrs. F. E. Strauss announce 
the birth of a daughter, Markeen 
La Vern, who was born on February 
9. “Smoky” is a member of the Service 
Department. 

A daughter, Bea Anne, was born to 
Mr. and Mrs. A. E. Lamberson on 
January 25. Mr. Lamberson is a mem- 
ber of the Service Department. 

Michael Jack Tracy greeted his par- 
ents Mr. and Mrs. C. J. Tracy on 
February 13. Papa Jack is a clerk in 
the motor vehicle section of the Supply 
Department. 


\ ARY Ormand, associate editor for 
the Lincoln Traffic Department, 
received this story from a_ telephone 
friend in Philadelphia. She passed it 
on to us and it gave us quite a chuckle. 
It seems that a man stepped into a 
freshly painted telephone booth and 
placed a long distance call. He talked 
at some length and when the operator 
attempted to collect the overtime 
charge, she was unable to reach him. 
In the meantime the customer was try- 
ing to open the door of the booth 
which was stuck tight because of the 
fresh paint. Apparently he finally 
reached the conclusion that he couldn't 
get out, so he went back to the tele- 
phone, deposited the overtime and said, 
“All right, operator, now open the 
door.” 


Ne 


Eastern District 


Ruth Mays, Associate Editor 
David City Area 
Vivian Dee, Correspondent 

Miss Irene Swan, chief operator, has been 
out of the office due to surgery. From the 
last report, she is getting along fine and 
expects to be back with us soon. ... The 
mother of Leora Weyand of the ‘Traffic 
Department, is in an Omaha hospital but 
we hope she will soon be home. ... The 
Traffic Department had secret sister week 
before Valentine’s Day and on the eve- 
ning of Valentine’s Day, a party was held 
at which time the secret sister was revealed. 
The evening was spent playing canasta.... 
Mrs. L. J. Hanus, wife of L. J. Hanus of 
the Plant Department, underwent surgery. 
. .. The flu has kept a number out of the 
office, but everyone is back on duty again. 
... Mr. and Mrs. Vern Campbell returned 
from a sojourn to Texas and points south. 


Nebraska City Area 
Nellie Burbee, Correspondent 


On February 17, a Pioneer’s party was 
held at the Steinhart Park Lodge. Those 
attending were Ethyl Armstrong, Lillian 
Bader, R. H. Ojers, E. A. Ernst, Wm. Lant 
and W. A. Letellier. Visitors in the 
office this month were Miss Metcalf and 
Mr. McKinzie from Lincoln. . . . We have 
some new furnishings in the lounge—they 
consist of a smoking stand and a new pic- 
ture. ... The old flu bug has been pretty 
busy around here lately. Those who were 
ill are Margaret Wademan, Nellie Burbee, 
Betty Christensen, Ella Fisher, Betty John- 
son, Willa Gump, Marjorie Harrah, Jean 
Tigner, Marguerite Cottingham and Miss 
Bader. Edna Komma gave a baby shower 


at her home for Maxine Stiles, a former 
operator now residing in Vancouver, Wash- 
ington. The girls spent the evening mak- 
ing blocks for a quilt and of course, two 
other quilting parties followed. The quilt 
is finished and in Vancouver, Washington. 
. Mary Gude and Veltha Poggemeyer 
completed their toll training and are now 
on their own—Good luck, girls!!! ... Satur- 
day night, February 25, there was a very 
surprised Violet Peterson as eleven of the 
girls dropped in to help her celebrate her 
birthday. She was only expecting Jeanne 
Vest. The girls presented her with a floor 
lamp. . .. Mary May Ross tells us her 
father and she pooled their resources and 
bought themselves a car. With Mary driv- 

ing, boy—look out pedestrians!!! 

Plattsmouth Area 
Thelma Tritsch, Correspondent 
Bob Humiston and family spent the 
week-end in Lincoln at the home of Mr. 
and Mrs. Mahagan.... Mr. and Mrs. Joe 
Abrams were visitors in our office for a 
few hours. It was nice to see them and 
we hope they come again soon.... Mrs. Jo- 
hanns, Mrs. Tartsch and Mr. Newens at- 
tended the Pioneer party in Nebraska City. 
From all reports they must have had a 
grand time. There’s one in every 
office—Yep, that’s what they tell us any- 
way. A certain little gal has acquired a 
puppy dog and believe it or not, due to 
the puppy’s illness, our cashier had to take 
the day off just to rock mama’s little darling. 
Wahoo Area 
Norma Koukal, Correspondent 

“Yours Truly” is substituting for Mae 
Meduna who submitted to an operation on 
February 18. From last reports, she is get- 
ting along fine. Dewey Olsen, Mae 
Beatty, Hazel Hagenbuck and Ed Dorland 
attented a Pioneer’s party at David City, 
February 27... . A party was held at the 
City Cafe February 21 celebrating the 
birthdays of Hazel Gross, Harriette Smith 
and Mildred Cihal. Each received a birth- 
day gift and Patricia Lilley Mitchell was 


Our nomination for one of the country’s 
youngest telephone operators is Karel Flach- 
man, 10 year old daughter of Denton’s former 
chief operator, Mrs. Ruth Flachman. Karel 
takes to running a switchboard like a duck 
takes to water and under her mother’s 
watchful eye she would take a turn at 
answering calls occasionally when things 
weren't too busy. The young operator will 
have more time for her school homework 
now that Denton has been converted to dial 
operation, 
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also presented with a wedding gift. Canasta 
furnished the evening’s entertainment and 
refreshments were served at the close of 
the evening. 


General Offices and 
Central District 


Accounting Department 
Gloria Zier, Associate Editor 

We're glad to welcome back Helen Pic- 
colo. The big happy smile she is wearing 
these days is most likely due to the fact 
of her new baby daughter, Joann. Congratu- 
iations, Helen!! ... We are happy to hear 
that Mary Boshart has returned home 
from the hospital after her recent opera- 
tion, and is now well on the road to re- 
covery. She should be back with us before 
too much longer. ... We are sorry to report 
that Rose Riggs had a brief sick spell again 
but we are glad to have her back with us 
now. ... We would like to extend our “Get 
Well Wishes” to Mrs. Bush, wife of S. F. 
Bush, who underwent an operation recently. 
... The girls’ bowling team did it again! 
They won three games from the Plant De- 
partment team. Girls, you had better watch 
out, or you’ll soon get to the top, or is that 
what you’re after?? . Harold Brady is 
again doing a fine job with the Girls’ Volley 
Ball team. By the way, the team is sport- 
ing new uniforms. They’re white with red 
emblems... . Off for a week-end in Kansas 
we have Shirley and Dick Bauer. 
Norma Gans is taking a few days of her 
vacation and will spend some of her time 
in Omaha. . . . Speaking of vacations, we 
have three very disappointed girls: Ruby 
Hahn, Doris Glock and Eunice Zehr. The 
girls called off their trip to New Orleans, 
and the Mardi Gras, because of the Missis- 
sippi floods and the rerouting in the tour. 
... Dining with Sammy Kaye was Dewey 
Nelsen’s recent pleasure, but it was the 
beauty contestants that caught his eye, not 
Sammy. Mr. Kaye and the girls were hon- 
ored guests at a club of which Dewey is a 
member. ... We have one guy in the office 
who answers to the name of Ross. He loves 
to do things the hard way so after discov- 
ering a slow leak in one of his automobile 
tires, he decided to check it and found a 
nailhead in the tire. After going to all the 
work of removing the tire, he discovered 
the nail wasn’t the real cause of all his 
grief. Guess what?? It was only a leaking 
valve. Better luck next time, Bob. 


Commercial Department 


Lincoln Business Office 
Myrtle Hiner, Associate Editor 


Our first vacationer of 1950 is Mavis 
Everett—she spent one week of her vaca- 
tion as nursemaid for a brand new nephew. 
She reports it was lots of fun... . If you 
happen to notice one of the gentlemen in 
our office with dish-pan hands and house- 
maid’s knees, it is none other than Chaun- 
cey Eggerss. Mrs. Eggerss had the mis- 
fortune of taking a tumble on the basement 
stairs at home and cracking a bone in her 
ankle, thus laying her up for a while— 
Chauncey is chief cook and bottle washer. 
At this writing we are glad to report that 
Mrs. Eggerss is making a satisfactory re- 
covery. We’re sure Chauncey will be glad 
to give up the duties of housekeeping... . 
Verna Alexander had a little difficulty 
with her chair the other day—a pin came 
loose causing the chair to drop a foot or 
two—and Verna going down with it and 
disappearing out of sight. It was a bit terri- 
fying at the time. . .. The girls’ bowling 
team has been very happy over its 3 game 
victory the other night. Keep up the good 
work, girls. . . . It seems we have George 
Ramsey worried over which tie we were 
mentioning in our last news. Shall we tell 
him or let him worry? ... We are happy 
to report that Mr. Cary is making great 
strides toward a satisfactory recovery—we 
are all looking forward to his return to 
the office. 


Engineering Department 


Frances Koontz, Associate Editor 


Evidence of Spring is coming into view. 
Paul Henson and family have moved from 
their apartment into a house where he can 
have a yard to keep up and a garden to 
plant. . . . Vic Musselman, although he 
says every year he is going to quit, is rais- 
ing chickens again. He has only had 20 
deaths out of 2,000, which he considers is 
quite a record. . A. O. Andrews, Mr. 
Risser and Mr. Neff took a trip to Hastings 
recently. Andy, our No. 1 bachelor, and 
the equipment occupied the rear seat, and 
Andy was really introduced to all house- 
hold cleaning items. From what we hear 
there were plenty of bumps and Andy was 
covered with mops most of the trip. Andy 
found another way back to Lincoln....A 
report from Buck Isaman, Lincoln Tel. & 
Tel. basketball coach, says that his team 
didn’t come out too badly. They didn’t 
win many games but played their last game 
by beating an unbeaten team. 


Lincoln Service Department 
Dorothy Miller, Associate Editor 


We're really moving things around in the 
Service Department. ... At Main Office 
to make room for more equipment the main- 
tenance work benches were moved to sec- 
ond floor in what was formerly the Chief 
Switchman’s and typist’s office, who now 
have a small office just south of the work 
room. Everybody is quite satisfied with 


the new arrangement and it makes a much 
more pleasant workroom for the switchmen. 
. . . Art Lamberson is our first vacationer. 
He spent it moving and getting settled in 
his new home, and also getting acquainted 
with his new daughter, Bea Ann... . We 
are glad to see Bill Hassler back on the job 
after being absent a few weeks due to illness. 


Supply Department 


Florence Tatman, Associate Editor 


S. K. Lawrence suffered painful injuries 
recently in a car-scooter collision. Sammy 
had just made a turn into the driveway of 
his home when an on-coming car hit his 
scooter and threw him to the pavement. His 
collar bone was broken and he was severely 
bruised. It was necessary for him to remain 
away from work for two weeks. . . . Irving 
Schneider has quieted his yearning to re- 
turn to the schoolroom, and enrolled in a 
local business college. He will continue 
working in the warehouse, on a part time 
basis, while attending school; and one of 
these days will no doubt be donning a 
“white collar’ ... Mr. Huddleston visited 
us recently to keep us posted on his good 
health and the complete enjoyment of his 
leisure time. . . . Ben Ferguson remains on 
the Sickness Disability Payroll but reports 
that he has been feeling slightly better. 

. Bob Donaldson’s current involvement 
has to do with his hound. He says it’s a 
“thoroughbred mongrel.” Anyway, it de- 
cided to follow Bob to work, and refused 
to return home unescorted. It was getting 
later and later and as Bob is the eight 
o’clock bell ringer he couldn’t be delayed 
by a trip back home. With as much haste 
in deliberation as a true Scotchman could 
endure, Bob decided to call a cab and 
prevail upon the driver to take the beast 
to his domicile. Reluctantly, but with a 
sizable tip in his pocket, the cabbie did 
consent to making the trip. At this point 
we are wondering what the dog did when 
the taxi driver let him out in front of 
home! 


Traffic Department 
General Traffic & Cafeteria 


Jeanne Hueppelsheuser, Associate Editor 


You really have to be on your toes to 
keep up with what goes on in the General 
Traffic Department. We put the welcome 
mat out again. The newcomer is Darlene 
Johannes, formerly of Local Traffic. Dar- 
lene has been with the Company nearly 
six years and has laid aside her duties in 
the operating room to give us a try. Hope 
she likes us and decides to remain. 
Mary Mulder has been going around on a 
cloud lately. The dawn struck when she 
informed us that she has been Mrs. Melvin 
P. Pohlenz since way back to December 17, 
1949, Congratulations, Mary! ... A bit of 
news from the cafeteria. Mrs. Watson re- 
ceived a nice letter from Marie Reinert, a 
former employee. Marie was forced to 
resign due to ill health, but judging from 
her letter she is progressing nicely and 
would like nothing better than to hear 
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Transfers, Promotions 


and Iitle Changes 


G. G. Morris 
Junior Engineer 
Lincoln 


Ellen L. Marshall 
Chief Operator 
Pawnee City 


Engineering 
G. G. Morris, draftsman to junior engineer. 
Plant 

J. D. Adamson, combinationman, Superior 
to Edgar. 

Ralph L. Baldwin, janitor, Service, to ad- 
vanced clerk, Supply, Lincoln. 

Charles E. Connors, warehouseman to shop- 
man, Supply, Lincoln. 


Billy C. DeVoe, groundman, Hastings, to 
splicer’s helper, Geneva. 

John W. Eckles, combination, Hastings to 
York. 

J. L. Garrett, groundman, Geneva to Hast- 
ings. 

Traffic 

Darlene E. Johannes, clerk, Lincoln Traffic, 

to advanced clerk, General Traffic. 


Ellen L. Marshall, evening chief operator to 
chief operator, Pawnee City. 


Aldean Steinhoff, L operator, Lincoln, to 
A&L operator, Syracuse. 


from some of her telephone friends. Marie’s 
present address is c/o Charles Christensen, 
Washington, Kansas. . Have you ever 
been compared, in size that is, to a Coca 
Cola vending machine? We have and must 
say that it is not very flattering. It seems 
Hattie piloted a huge Coca Cola machine 
to third floor with barely enough room 
left for her to operate the elevator con- 
trols. Several days later, who should be 
left waiting on first floor for the next ele- 
vator but me. “Must be careful not to 
over load, you know,” says Hattie. “That 
coke machine the other day was nearly too 
much.” That’s all right though, Hattie. You 
were only doing your duty. . . . Those of 
you who remember Wilma _ Stolzenburg 
(Grupe) will be interested in knowing that 
she is the proud mother of a baby boy, 8/2 
lbs., Melvin Donald, born February 4. 


Lincoln Operating Department 
Mary Ormand, Associate Editor 


The new coke machine in our department 
is being enjoyed very much by all of us. 
Mary Emerson and Elsie Anderson 


This picture of George Hansen and his construction crew was taken during a snow storm 
late last month as George and his men were repairing rural lines near Denton. The falling 
flakes didn’t seem to bother the construction boys but the cameraman found that the 
conditions couldn't be classified exactly as ideal from a photographic standpoint. Left to 
right are Foreman George Hansen, Lloyd Schmutte, H. A. Williams, R. R. Wendell, Cecil 
Semple, Knud Arngren and Lorin Lyons. 


enjoyed a visit in Omaha recently with 
Margaret Elliot, formerly Margaret Lind- 
blad, of this department. . . . An operator 
on local was quite puzzled when a customer 
asked for the number of the ‘“Farmer’s 
Cafe.” After running down all clues she 
finally decided it was the number for the 
“Country Gentleman” he wished. ... Veda 
Nichols spent the week-end in Council 
Bluffs with her mother and sister. ... Ruth 
Turner, our current newlywed and reputedly 
very efficient housewife, has her troubles, 
too. To avoid the usual breakfast rush, 
Ruth stores grapefruit juice in empty milk 
cartons in the refrigerator. In getting din- 
ner for guests one evening, after removing 
the roast from the pan and proceeding to 
make the gravy, she grabbed a carton sup- 
posed to be milk and dashed it into the 
gravy stock! Well, at least it had a dif- 
ferent flavor. . . . Delores Slote, formerly 
Delores Glover, visited us one afternoon 
with her baby daughter, Rae Ann. 

Betty Walsh and her three sisters are “keep- 
ing house” while their parents visit in 
California. Betty insists they’re really very 
brave—and yet, one night they plainly 
heard the basement door slam! The girls felt 
sure someone had entered the basement and 
they didn’t go near it for two days. Then 
a kind neighbor man investigated. The door 


had simply blown shut. ... Darlene Gans 
has returned from a visit with her fiance 
in Houston, Texas. ... Ina Ozenbaugh and 


Betty Kroeger enjoyed a recent week-end 
in St. Joseph, Missouri, visiting Dorothy 
Bowman, formerly Dorothy Nelson. 

A dinner was given Ruth Turner and 
Kennetha Perry, recent brides, at the Col- 
onial Cup by the supervisors and chief oper- 
ators. . . . Darlene Gans, noted for her 
polite approach, answered the door recently 
to what proved to be a sales solicitor. 
“Hello,” said the gentleman, “my name is 
Mr. Freeze.” Darlene, misunderstanding, 
said “Yes, it is cold outside. Come in.” 


So in he came and launched a high pres- 
sure sales talk and poor Darlene realized 
her error! 


Southern District 
Christine Mason, Associate Editor 
Auburn Area 
Florence Fruehling, Correspondent 

On Valentine’s Day the girls of the Traf- 
fic Dept. were presented with an Azalea 
plant by Milam Greenhouse of Auburn.... 
Marjorie Beckmann of the Traffic Dept. is 
sporting a sparkler on third finger left 
hand. 

Beatrice Area 


Pauline Hergott, Donna Wehling, and 
Darlene Claussen, Correspondents 


The office was astounded when they 
thought Al Jolson was in the back room 
singing the other day—but to their disap- 
pointment they discovered it was just Chris 
Mason. ... Norma Jean Rutan has been 
giving predictions as to what the office 
will be like sixty years from now. She 
intends to have a long future, but here’s 
hoping some of her predictions don’t come 
true. . . . Mr. Burge presented the girls 
in the office with a delicious box of candy 
on Valentine’s Day. ... John Brockmeyer 
made good use of his week-end by visiting 
friends and relatives at Fairbury. . . . Bon- 
nie Weier, who was recently in the hospital 
for treatment, is now recuperating at home. 
Here’s hoping for your speedy recovery, 
Bonnie. Omaha was the city where 
Marcella Will spent her week-end. She 
reports a fine time. ... Of interest to many 
is the news that Mr. and Mrs. Gilbert 
Stolzenburg became the parents of a baby 
boy on February 10. Mrs. Stolzenburg 
was formerly secretary in the Southern 
District Office. 

Fairbury Area 
Velda Schipper, Correspondent 

Mrs. Florence Herman spent the week- 

end at Superior visiting her folks. 
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Dorcas Slater spent the week-end in Lin- 
coln visiting her daughter. . Juanita 
Waring has been on the sick list. Glad to 
see you back. . Louise Weise has re- 
turned to work after one month’s leave of 
absence. . . . Bobbie Stuart went ice skat- 
ing in Omaha. We hear she spent most of 
her time sitting. Patty Lawson also 
went ice skating in Omaha. We heard the 
skating instructors are pretty nice. How 
about that, Patty? ... Mrs. Carman of 
Deykin is in Lincoln at St. Elizabeth’s 
Hospital recovering from a major opera- 
tion—best wishes for a speedy and com- 
plete recovery, Mrs. Carman. 

Tecumseh Area 

Mary Kalin, Correspondent 


The poor rabbits were given a merry 
chase when Tyler Ryan and a group of fel- 
low Kiwanians set out to catch them. 
Afterwards they had a rabbit dinner (and 
served fried coon). The rabbits were quicker 
than the sportsmen. . . . Goldie Thompson 
visited her sister, Mrs. James Howarth, in 
Atlantic, Iowa, February 5th. Now she’s 
happily anticipating a visit to see her grand- 
daughter. It’s pretty hard to pry her out 
of that cloud. ... Mr. and Mrs. Dick Ma- 
honey are the parents of a baby boy, born 
February 6th, and weighing in at eight 
pounds. They have named him Michael 
Lee. Mrs. Mahoney was recently with the 
Traffic Dept. . . . Charles Meshier stopped 
at the office one Saturday afternoon. Be- 
lieving the Commercial Office to be closed, 
he rang the buzzer, in vain, and finally 
decided the code had been changed—when 
he happened to glance inside and saw the 
office force enjoying his plight. . . . Now 
we know why Henri Goracke needed a 
week-end to recuperate. She went roller 
skating in the basement of their home and 
took a few hard falls on the cement and 
was actually limping for a while. Then she 
went to the dance in Syracuse—’nuff said! 
. .. Among the crowd attending the wrest- 
ling matches recently, and sitting in the 
front row, were Edna Ragon, Wanda Rem- 
mers, Mary Kalin, Bill and Flop Eckles. 
... A couple of the girls were heartbroken 
when John Eckles went back to Hastings. 
... A big shock was experienced by every- 
one when Mary Kalin walked into the 
office with a haircut that resembled more 
of a scalping. Don’t worry kids, you'll get 
used to it in a month or two. 

Wilber Area 
LaVina McElroy, Correspondent 

Dorothea Heckman, former operator at 
Friend, visited the office on Friday, Feb. 
17th. . . . Norma Fort’s mother, Mrs. J. J. 
Dvorak, is recovering nicely after her opera- 
tion at St. Elizabeth’s Hospital in Lincoln. 


Western District 


Goldia Simons, Associate Editor 
Geneva-Hebron Area 
Verna Dankenbring, Correspondent 
Ronald A. Francis and Albert Andres, 
Hebron Plant Department, have spent time 
trimming trees at the Milligan exchange. 
. Verna Dankenbring has been making 
weekly trips to Omaha for treatments at 


the doctor. Mrs. Richard Dutcher, former 
cashier, has been taking her place. 


Hastings Area 
Peggy Bexten, Correspondent 


Pat Harkins has returned from a vacation 
in Fort Collins, Colorado. From the pleased 
look on her face and that new fraternity 
pin, we believe she had a splendid time. 
. .. Betty Capron spent her vacation visit- 
ing her parents in Madison, Wisconsin. 
Nothing like plenty of sleep and Mom’s 
home cooking is there, Betty? ... It looks 
as though Joanne Schuman and Eva Belle 
Ross will be changing that Miss to Mrs. 
some time in the near future. They re- 
ceived very pretty diamond rings this 
month. Congratulations, girls. . . . Child- 
hood diseases seem to be catching up with 
some of the operators as Helen Papenhagen, 
Louise Kelso and Rogene Garrelts have re- 
turned to work after spending several weeks 
in bed with the measles. ... We hope that 
Margaret Gerloff will be better soon. She 
is taking treatments at Lincoln General 
Hospital in Lincoln. After being in 
cramped quarters for some time now, Mo- 
reane Alldritt insists that the new exchange 
building is quite a large place. So it seems 
Moreane went over to inspect the new 
building the other day and spent the rest 
of the day telling people how she was try- 
ing to find the exit door and spent some 
time opening doors and winding up in 
closets and what have you. Moreane finally 
found the exit door. We think she is exag- 
gerating just a wee bit, because there are 
many exit doors which could hardly be 
missed. 

Superior Area 
LuEtta Braun, Correspondent 


Lulu Doher has finished her toll training. 
Wilma Murphy is enjoying her two 
weeks vacation at her home in Nelson with 
her family. ... A bridal shower was given 
in honor of Mrs. Kirmet Graham, the for- 
mer Doris Larsen, on January 31, in the 
home of Mary Ann Robinson. The girls pre- 
sented her with a lovely set of silverware. 
The evening was spent playing games after 
which refreshments were served. . .. Lois 
Frahm spent about a week at her home with 
her parents entertaining the measles. She 
is back to work and we are glad to see you, 
Lois. .... Joe D. Adamson has been trans- 
ferred from the Superior Plant Dept. to 
Edgar, Nebraska, in order to keep the 
Edgar plant in tip-top condition. He and 
Mrs. Adamson have purchased a home in 
Edgar. ... Bert Kline installed a telephone 
in Superior one day last week and then 
went to Guide Rock before he realized that 
he had forgotten his climbers. Lucky enough 
Bert took Duke Eckles from Nelson with 
him and Duke had to journey up each 
pole. ... Jim Bauer has been working in 
Guide Rock most of the time the past few 
weeks. 
Sution Area 
Norma Nuss, Correspondent 
While attending a basketball game re- 
cently Fred Adkins, Area Manager, walked 
off with someone else’s hat, which looked 


exactly like his old one. Upon reaching 
home he remembered that he had worn his 
Sunday best and upon the dome was a 
weather beaten hat. Fortunately Mr. Ad- 
kins was able to retrieve his new chapeau. 
York-Osceola Area 
Helen Garner, Correspondent 

It was mentioned in the last issue of the 
iNews that the girls at the York exchange 
had not suffered from any falls, due to 
the ice or snow. We wish to retract that 
statement at this time. Velma Garlock 
took it upon herself to break our record. 
She picked a secluded little alley to make 
her three-point landing. She was pretty 


stiff for a few days, but no serious damage 
was done either to the alley or to Velma. 
There are more “Adventures of Velma” on 
record. Here is another: Early one morn- 
ing she was working at the board and so 
it seems she was clipping a connection to- 
gether when suddenly she hollered (not too 
loudly, of course, that’s against the rules 
you know!) “That clip bit me.” So be 
careful girls, those nasty clips are mighty 
sly! ... We’ve all heard of “local’’ sub- 
scribers n’ “‘located”’ subscribers, but Velma 
Lutz thinks there is a “LO-coated” sub- 
scriber. At least she was overheard saying, 
“Do you know where he can be lo-coated?”’ 


New Motor Generator at “4” Office 


The installation of a new motor 
generator unit, with its related 
equipment at “4” office, Lincoln, 
was the occasion for Howard Smith, 
chief switchman, to stretch the 
bellows of his new camera, result- 
ing in these fine shots of the ex- 
change and personnel on the busy 
day. Above, (left) Roger kK. 
Ghormley, equipment engineer and 
George Albury, “4” office foreman 
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in a session at the fuse panel; 
(middle) Ed McDonald, local elec- 
trician, wiring in the new motor 
generator set; (right) Hubert 
Kenny kept his brooms flying, 
cleaning up in the wake of the 
workmen. Below, (left) James 
Story and Kenneth Christensen 
work on opposite sides of the power 
board adjusting the reverse current 
relay; (right) David Jennings at 
the test desk. 
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When Bob's dog followed him to work the other morning 
Bob called a taxi and sent him home in royal style? 


| WANT To ASK 
| ABOUT MY BILL ) == 
Norma Smith,accounting bowler, rang up a 
hard luck record by fouling on two alleys 
at the same time .She tripped as she was 
delivering the ball, and the electric eye 
penalized each foot as it slid across the 
line On adjacent alleys. 
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Harold Frey and George Heikes were puting ina 
ar'old was in 
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GOT A LICENSE counter, 
AND I'M GOING 
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Bob Ross, accounting,,who lacks six 
pounds of being eligible to fight in 
the featherweight division, invited 
Frances Virgil to walk uptown with 
him on that windy noon. . Frances 
thought it was very considerate of 
Mr Ross- and accepted . . But did she 
blow up when she found that Bob 
wanted her to walk in front of him 
so he could make headway against 
the gale. 


— Chauncey Eggerss stood ona corner, his arms full of packages, 
waiting for his car. A big sedan slid to a sop for the red light and Chaunce 
sauntered out- opened the door and got in. . tle got right out again as a 
big tough stranger started hing fora monkey wrench~-MrEggerss’ 
face was pretty red but he felt better, after glancing around , when he was 
Sure no one had observed the error. 
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When anofficer of the law stopped Viola Dunn, 
Fairbury C.0.for driving with expired plates, he 

asked to see her driver's license. He'll think 
twice before doing that again. Atlong, 


long lasf Viola found d after searching 


LOOK-THERES 
ANOTHER CAR 
STUCK IN THE 


through her hand bag and two suitcases , 
the contents of which she dumped in the 
middle of the highway . 
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Schuman set o 
doughnuts for the ca 
; his return journey , lost his footing 
Dick Hansen went tot e Doc for as he rounded a cornet and plowe 
treatment of a Skin eruption on his | | up the earth, ice and snow for 
face and got 4 big fu eo ointment a oance a3 en i = 
Smear On It. DicK pul the tube im utter dist ‘CA tOl' his 
E own body, Bill held the goodies | 


inhis pants pocket and went 
about his business. Thataflernoon | |} high and steady as he sjithered 
along. Though he suffered 


amie akin to Huldah Gessner, | 
he € fe Ing that all wasn't several bruises and lost 
ng his +he skin off his nose, 


well. Thrust hand into his 
pocker he brought it out dripping hot one doughnut was 
jostled. 
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Ronald Smith, switchman at Hastings, taking 
his G.F. home in the wee-small hours, decided 
ona short cut via a dirt road. The trail 
éot worse and worse, and finally the car 
was hopelessly mired down in mud and 
snow.. so, abandoning the cat, the pair walked 
back to the highway and a three mile 
circuitous journey to the girls home , 

and there they found that the car 

had almost reached the front 


‘d when it had ¢iven up the 
tet fort. | e : 


Ona recent icy morning, Bill 
uta. 1B Hilly 
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Bill Cotton, night switchman at Lincoln”3" 
office stepped outside one morning to see 
if it was cold. I+ was--plenty--and as the 
night latch clicked behind him he realized 
that he had no key. The morning crew 
arrived in due time to rescue him but had 
to thaw him out before he could tell 
what hoppened / 


with smelly ooze The tube had broken 
and his pocket was full of the stuff. 


Nebraska Telephone Association 
Celebrates 50th Anniversary 


Frank H. Woods Addresses the Meeting 


HE Golden Jubilee convention of the 
Nebraska Telephone Association 
was celebrated on March 28 and 29 at 
Omaha. During the outstanding pro- 
gram, delegates heard leaders in the 


Frank H. Woods 


telephone business and other fields of 
public utilities talk on subjects of timely 
importance. The convention attracted 
representatives of a record number of 
member companies. 

Events of particular interest to L. T. 
and T. people was an address by Frank 
H. Woods; the election of Merle M. 
Hale as Association president; the par- 
ticipation of Merlie Markuson, travel- 
ing chief operator, in the conduct of the 
operators’ traffic conference; and the 
Pioneers’ breakfast sponsored by the 
Frank H. Woods Chapter and the Cas- 


The operators’ traffic conference was renewed this year after a 
lapse of several years. The speakers’ table at left shows Mayme 
Workman, traffic editor of Telephony, opening the conference. Seated 
left is Merlie Markuson, L. T. and T. traveling chief operator, who 
conducted the portion of the conference devoted to toll call comple- 
tions. At right is Roma Hoth, traffic instructor of Northwestern Bell, 
who talked about courtesy. Illustrative posters and motion pictures 
supplemented the discussions. The conference closed with an open 


forum. 


The scene at right was taken at the Pioneers’ breakfast, a joint 


Merle M. Hale Elected President 


per E. Yost Chapter at which T. E. 
Longdon of Fairbury spoke as president 
of the former group. 

Mr. Woods, chairman of our Com- 
pany’s Board of Directors, gave the 
response to the introduction of Associa- 
tion past presidents. He has the dis- 
tinction of being the oldest living past 
president of the Association, having 
headed the organization in 1906 and 
1907. He also was president of the 
National association in 1912. 

In his address, Mr. Woods recalled 
many interesting and significant events 
which had taken place during the 
growth and development of the tele- 
phone industry in Nebraska and in the 
United States during the past 50 years. 
He paid tribute to the men and women 
of the Nebraska association whose 
courage and leadership had_ helped 
blaze the trail during the trying and un- 
certain times after the turn of the 
century. He expressed deep regret that 
more of the “Old War Horses” of the 
early days could not have been there 
to enjoy and celebrate the Golden 
Jubilee of the Association. 

An organization is judged, he said, 
by its usefulness and the service it has 
rendered. No telephone association in 
the United States has been more useful 
or given better service than the Nebras- 
ka association, he asserted. During the 
past 24 years, he said, much of the 
credit for this is due to the Associa- 
tion’s secretary-treasurer, George Klo- 


idy, for his conscientious work and his 
able and energetic administration of the 
duties of his office. 

Mr. Woods spoke at some length of 
the fierce and bitter competition which 


had existed between Bell and Independ- 
ent companies during the latter part of 
the 19th century and the first part of 
the present century. Toll lines between 
the two groups were not interconnected 
and the duplication of plant necessary 
to give service threatened the entire in- 
dustry with bankruptcy. Through the 
efforts of a committee of the United 
States Independent Telephone Associa- 
tion of which Mr. Woods was chair- 
man, an agreement was reached with 
the Bell interests in 1912 which pro- 
vided for a division of property, the 
consolidation of exchanges and an 


meeting of the Casper E. Yost and Frank H. Woods chapters and the 
first event of its kind for the two groups. The meeting was informal 
with President Ed Hoagland of the Yost Chapter and President Tom 
Longdon of the Woods chapter speaking briefly. A. C. Dahlgren of 
Northwestern Bell entertained the group with demonstrations of 
magic. A similar event is planned for next year’s convention. In the 
picture are President Hoagland; Mayme Workman, executive secre- 
tary-treasurer of ITPA; C. A. Eggerss, social chairman and Tom 
Longdon, president of the Woods chapter; and Merle Hale, director 
of the ITPA and past president of the Woods chapter. 


interchange of toll service. As a result 
of this agreement, the service to the 
public was improved and the industry 
was placed on a sound financial basis. 


In addition to this agreement, three 
other great advancements in the tele- 
phone industry can be attributed to the 
Independent field, Mr. Woods told the 
convention. These are the introduc: 
tion of dial service, the backing of ef- 
forts to establish commissions for 
utility regulation and the early develop- 
ment of telephone service in smaller 
communities and rural areas. 


Mr. Woods said that for many years 
a spirit of splendid cooperation had ex- 
isted between Bell and Independent 
companies which ‘was reflected in 
mutual trust, understanding and help- 
fulness as well as in better service to 
the public. 

Continuing his remarks, Mr. Woods 
said that under our system of free 
enterprise the United States had the 
best service and nearly three-fifths 
of the telephones in the world. The 
Nebraska association and the people 
who comprise it should work to keep 
it that way, resisting all attempts of 
government encroachment and _ the 
present alarming trend toward a social- 
ized State. 

As we look ahead our first considera- 
tion should be to meet the needs of the 
people of Nebraska for good telephone 
service, Mr. Woods concluded. To 
do this it is fundamental that we 
provide a service that is always im- 
proving and one that is based on 
rates sufficient to sustain good service 
and assure a sound financial structure 
for our business. On this foundation. 
under wise regulation and alert man- 
agement, we may expect to go forward 
as we have in years gone by. 

At the annual meeting of the As- 
sociation’s Board of Directors, Merle 
M. Hale was elected president. Robert 
C. Hunt of Blair was elected vice- 
president and George M. Kloidy was 
re-elected secretary-treasurer. Mr. Hale, 
our Company's general commercial 
superintendent, has been active in the 
leadership of the Association for a 
number of years and since 1945 has 
been a member of its Board of Di- 
rectors. At present he is also a mem- 
ber of the Commercial committee of 
the United States Independent Tele- 


phone Association. 
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Fire Chief Praises Work of Fairbury Operatars 


This picture, sent us by the Fairbury News, shows a lumber yard which shortly after 
was enveloped in the flames along with power and telephone leads which are visible at 
right. Telephone service was put out of order until early morning in several sections 
of Fairbury. Power was cut off in fire areas to enable firemen to work with greater 


safety. 


A SERIES of destructive fires swept 
+4 through Fairbury during the after- 
noon and evening of March 6. Fanned 
by a 40 to 50 mile wind, the flames 
spread rapidly out of control and threat- 
ened, for a time, an entire section of the 
residential district. Burning embers car- 
ried aloft by the gale caused fires to 
break out in widely separated areas and 
at one time three major fires were burn- 
ing in different parts of the town. 

At their boards, telephone operators 
were combing the neighboring towns 
for fire fighters and equipment which 
could be spared. Help was dispatched 
to the stricken town from Beatrice, 
Deshler, Alexandria and Hebron, and 
had no small part in preventing further 
spreading of the conflagration: 

Fire Chief George McKay of Fair- 
bury had much praise for the help 
given his department by our operators 
according to an account in the Fairbury 
News. “Before the hoses were hooked 
to the fire plugs” the Chief said, “I 
went to a telephone and told the chiet 
operator to call the Beatrice and Hebron 
departments and any other she could 
et in touch with. I left it all up to 
er and she did a grand job.” 

T. E. Longdon, area manager, also 
highly praised the work of Chief Opera- 
tor Viola Dunn and the operating de- 
partment. The switchboard usually has 
twelve operators on duty at the time the 
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fire broke out, but a total of thirty 
were working during the big blaze. 
Many operators who were off duty re- 
turned to work without being sum- 
moned. Mr. Longdon said that he could 
not remember having seen so many 
calls come through the board at any 
one time. 

The fires put 128 telephones out of 
commission. Earl Eichenour and his 
crew along with cableman Don Wil- 
liams and Bob Cardwell were in Fair- 
bury and Cliff Artz and his helper 
“Mac” Nickel were dispatched from 
Beatrice. With local plant forces they 
began restoring service while the wreck- 
age was still smoldering. The last tele- 
phone was brought back into service 
at 3:30 the following morning. 

The damage caused by the fire was 
estimated at $200,000, thus making it 
the most destructive foree which has 
visited Fairbury since April, 1903, when 
2 $300,000 conflagration almost de- 


stroyed the town. 


Long Distance Service Good 


Today, nine out of ten long distance calls 
are being completed while the calling party 
holds the line. Average time required to 
complete calls has been reduced to an aver- 
age of less than two minutes. 

With service back to pre-war excellence, 
more and more people are turning to it 
again as the fast and convenient means of 
business and personal communication. 


Shallow wall niches make the round base 
set feel right at home. Many houses have 
such niches, even new ones where space is 
at a premium. The attractive young lady is 
Mavis Everett of the Lincoln Business Office. 


The round base set is just the thing for 
marrow shelves such as this one under the 
kitchen counter. It can be moved easily for 
dialing and when not in use it can be tucked 
back out of the way. 


The narrow top on a nightstand (left) proves an ideal location 
for the round base handset. The self contained type obviously would 
be too large for this spot. The type of telephone needed for the 


The Round Base Set 
May Be Better 


HE installation of 
round base handsets 

is the answer to the needs 
of many of our customers. 
In many cases, because 
of their smaller size and 
lighter weight, this two-piece type with 
its separate bell box is more usable than 
the self contained set. By calling this to 
the customer's attention we are doing 
him a favor and at the same time keep- 
ing these perfectly serviceable tele- 


phones in use. 


It is primarily up to the installer to 
recognize conditions where the round 
base type is more adaptable and io 
suggest its use. He can easily spot such 
places when he is in the customer’s 
home or office. Our Business Office 
people can help too, of course, when 
taking orders for service. Here are some 
examples of cases where the two-piece 
type can be used to advantage: 


1—Many homes built before the war 
had a special telephone niche built 
into the wall. Most of these will not 
accommodate the larger self-con- 
tained set but the round base type 
fits in nicely. 


2—When a desk telephone is being re- 
placed with a handset the bell box 
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the answer. 
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Three lower pictures courtesy Illinois and Ohio Bell Tele 
installation at right was one light in weight and small enough to fit 
in the narrow space inside the desk. The round base type was 


can be left in place when 
the two-piece type is 
used and thus prevent 
leaving a marred spot on 
the wallpaper or base 
board. 
3—Locations in or on certain kinds of 
furniture such as modern bookcase 
endpieces, bed stands or on narrow 


kitchen shelves are ideal for the 


smaller size sets. 


4—The two-piece telephone is suitable 
for installation at many public lo- 
cations such as in garages, ware- 
houses, grocery stores and drug 
stores. 


5—At any location where it is necessary 
to pick up the telephone frequently 
and move it about, the round base 
set is better. Examples are homes in 
which portable telephones (plug and 
jack installations) are used or small 
offices and shops where the tele- 
phone must be moved often from 
one desk or counter to another. 


Two-piece handsets definitely are 
not “has beens.” They are built to doa 
job and they are ready and able to 
do that job well. We'll be doing our 
job well, too, if we continue to put them 
to work wherever possible rather than 
letting them gather dust on warehouse 
shelves. 
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Florence M. Arbogast Retires 
After 38 Years of Service 


Y any measuring device that may 
be applied, April, 1912, becomes “a 
long time ago.” President Taft was 
winding up his term of office, rum- 
blings of the First 

World War were 

— — scarcely being 
heard... Merry 
Widow hats and 
high buttoned shoes 
Bea were in vogue to 
A) martk the well 
z dressed young lady 


y and during this 
| month the liner 
“Titanic” was lost 
in the Atlantic in one of the great ma- 
rine disasters of all time. It is from the 
first day of this month that Florence 
M. Arbogast dates her unbroken span 


of service at the telephone switchboard. 


Florence Arbogast 


Miss Arbogast began work as night 
operator at Carleton, her home town, 
for the Thayer County Telephone Com- 
pany. Her salary of $15.00 per month 
seemed quite large to Florence, and 
ample for the needs of the day. In 
September 1912, the L. T. & T. bought 
the Thayer County telephone properties 
and Miss Arbogast remained at her po- 
sition. She was promoted to chief 
operator in February, 1913. 


Until that time the exchange had 
been operated by one family for the 
ten years or more of its existence. 
Florence recalls that this seemed a long, 
long time to her then. As she assumed 
her duties as chief operator she hoped 
to be able to claim a record of half as 


many years. 


Miss Arbogast did much better than 
that. In March 1936, when she ac- 
cepted a transfer to Davey, she lacked 
only a year of being on the job for 
a quarter of a century. For thirteen 
years more she served the subscribers 
of the Davey community as chief oper- 
ator. Last month, with the conversion 
of the exchange to dial she purchased 
the exchange building for her home 
and retired from active service. During 
these 38 years Miss Arbogast has never 
been absent for more than a day or two 
at a time because of sickness or accti- 
dent. A truly remarkable record. 
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Emmaline Brenneman Dies 


In Automobile Accident 


HE tragic news of the death of 
Emmaline Hein Brenneman on 
March 29 came as a deep shock to her 
many telephone friends. Mrs. Brenne- 
man, a night operator at Hastings, died 
in an ambulance en route to a hospital 
after a headon automobile collision 
about five miles east of Hastings. She 
was 58 and in two years would have 
had a sufficient number of years of 
service to retire on pension. Her hus- 
band, who was driving the car, was 
critically injured. 

Mrs. Brenneman began her tele- 
phone career as an operator with the 
Nebraska Telephone Company in Har- 
vard in 1908 but her record of service 
had not been continuous. She became 
chief operator at Harvard in 1910 and 
in 1927 moved to Lincoln where she 
was made evening chief operator in 
1930. In 1933 she resigned to be 
married and moved to Harvard where 
she worked at intervals as a relief oper- 
ator. In July 1948 she was regularly 
employed as a night operator at Has- 
tings but continued her residence at 
Harvard, commuting between the two 


towns. 

Ordinarily, she took the train to Hast- 
ings but on the night of the accident 
she and her husband decided to drive. 
The crash occurred on an open stretch 
of highway and weather conditions 


were good. The only explanation for the 
cause seems to be that the driver of 
the approaching car lost control and 
swerved into the other lane. 

Mrs. Brenneman was well known for 
her interest in hobbies. She is said to 
have had eleven which included cro- 
cheting and fancywork and collections 
of such things as antiques, bracelets, 
fans and salt and pepper shakers. She 
was a sister-in-law of D. C. Wilson, 
Western District wire chief. 


The following claims were paid by 
the Telephone Employees Mutual Bene- 
fit Association during the months of 
February and March. 


Primary members: Anna Myers, Lincoln 


Traffic, $162.00; Mrs. Mabel Wieting, Beatrice 
Traffic, $21.40; P. A. Schmeltzer, Lincoln Ex- 
ecutive, $185.50; M. E. Nickell, Lincoln cu 
j 10.00; LaVonne Joosten, Lincoln 
acerca $32.50: Doris Reed, York Traffic, 
$52.50; Lois Capron, Lincoln Traffic, $193.90; 
I. C. Hellerich, Lincoln Service, $10.00; Frances 
Erwin, Fairbury Traffic, $7.50; E. A. Mc- 
Kenna, Lincoln Directory Sales, $73.50; Mae 
Meduna, Wahoo Non-functional, $223.55; Irene 
Swan, David City Traffic, $113.90; J. R. Shipp, 
Lincoln Service, $16.00; H. H. Lahr, Hastings 
Plant, $10.00; S. K. Lawrence, Lincoln Supply, 
$46.75; P. J. Eisenbarth, Lincoln Service, 
$35.00; Rose Riggs, Lincoln Accounting, $68.00; 
Dorothy Yost, Auburn Traffic, $154.30; Mar- 
garet Gerloff, Hastings Traffic, $83.00; Ger- 
trude Holmes, Lincoln Commercial, $67.30. 
Dependents: Mrs. L. J. Hanus, David City, 
$157.09; Mrs. E. C. Schrank, Lincoln, $24.75; 
Mrs. S. F. Bush, Lincoln, $139.88; Gerald 
Schneider, Lincoln, $7.50; Mrs. F. D. Nave, 
Fairbury, $24.00; Mrs. C. E. Harp, Lincoln, 
$199.13; Mrs. C. J. McClure, Lincoln, $115.13; 
Rose Marie Cink, Wahoo, $37.50; Linda Lou 
Smith, Nebraska City, $40.01; Mrs. F. M. 
Crewdson, Hastings, $3.75; Mrs. L. C. Jenkins, 
Lincoln, $168.75; Darwin Kempf, Hastings, 
$27.75; Mrs. H. A. Ehrlich, Lincoin, $210.00; 
Mrs. C. H. Pierce, Lincoln, $73.28. 


A picture from the album of Florence Arbogast shows her standing beside the Carleton 
switchboard in the fall of 1914. The base burner, the acetylene gas light, bolstered by a 
kerosene lamp, the water bucket and wash basin, the Gibson-girl shirt waist and buttoned 
shoes—all will bring back memories to those who lived through the pre-flapper era. 
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The Telephone Saves 
Another Life 


A LONG distance telephone call from 
Hastings, Nebraska, to Alton, Illi- 
nois, and quick action by the police at 
the latter point, saved the life of a 
woman who had swallowed a deadly 
drug. 

The woman had previously called her 
brother, who lives in Hastings, to tell 
him of her domestic troubles and of 
her intention to take the poison. The 
brother pleaded with her, but knew he 
had failed when she broke the connec- 
tion. He immediately put in a call 
to the Alton police who rushed to the 
woman's apartment. They obtained a 
key from the custodian and, gaining 
entrance, found her unconscious. They 
sped her to a hospital where she re- 
ceived emergency treatment and was 
soon pronounced to be out of danger. 

In Company advertisements and pub- 
licity we sometimes assert that “One 
call may be worth the cost of your 
telephone for a lifetime.” This case 
certainly backs don’t you 
agree? 


that up, 


Helpfulness Appreciated 
HE folks at Fairbury and Bennet 


are entitled to bask in the warm 
glow of personal satisfaction for doing 
that extra bit more than was expected 
of them in recent dealings with their 
public. 

William Fitton, principal of the Fair- 
bury High School, sent a grateful let- 
ter to T. E. Longdon, area manager, 
for the help and inspiration given girl 
high school students in a “career day” 
visit to the telephone office. Mr. Long- 


don discussed, before them, the ad- 
vantages of employment with the Com- 
pany and arranged for a tour of the 
building. 

Scott V. Curry, of Panama, was 
moved to write a letter to L. P. Young, 
general traffic superintendent, telling 
of service far in excess of ordinary 
which he has been receiving from the 
Bennet operating forces during a recent 
emergency. His letter follows: 

“During the month of February we 
had considerable sickness in the home 
and at Bryan Memorial Hospital en- 
tailing the use of the telephone at all 
hours of the day and night. I wish 
to compliment the chief operator and 
her girls at Bennet on their exception- 
ally fine spirit of service and coopera- 
tion, no matter how trivial the request 
or at what hour; so as a retired Bell 
System employee I would like to ex- 
press our appreciation. 

“Scott V. Curry and family.” 


Tula Glover is chief operator at 
Bennet, and her girls who share in the 
testimonial are Lela Glover, her daugh- 
ter-in-law; Vera Boell; Lorraine Leader 


and Lola Funk. 


Coming Up in Next Issue 


UITE often the copy deadline for 

the News falls just ahead of im- 
portant telephone events. That is why 
stories which break shortly after the 
first of the month cannot be covered 
in the same month’s issue. 

This month, the Pawnee City con- 
version, the installation of the 100,000th 
telephone, and the Employees’ Bowling 
Tournament have already come to pass, 
but because they occurred between the 
deadline and the publication dates of 
the News, the stories of the events will 
be featured in the May issue. 


When the new Hastings toll switchboard is cut into service it will introduce the use of 
“key senders” to the L. T. & T. organization. This is the latest wrinkle in operator dialing 
procedure. The “senders” appear at far right on the key shelf and consist of two rows of 
six buttons each. Black ones, numbered 1 to 0 are used to “dial” the called number. On the 
keys also are letters which will be used later in ‘dialing’ subscribers’ numbers direct in 
larger cities using letter prefixes. Direct dialing of subscribers between Lincoln and Hastings 
and other points will be started after the Hastings conversion. Red and white buttons beneath 
them are to start the dialing equipment, release the number on the circuit and to correct 
errors. Audrey Ransom and Irene Jurgensmier, Hastings operators, show how the board 
will look when in operation. Note toll tickets by Irene’s left hand inserted in slots to associate 
ticket with call. 
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Baskethall and Volleyball Seasons Wind Up 


Comes another sign of spring, and 
this one has a note of authority. 
The basketball and volleyball 
teams have checked in their suits, 
which have been packed away in 
moth balls for the summer months. 
The season is over. 

Neither team was able to add to 
our trophy collection during its 
league and tournament play. In 
fact each squad found its position 
about half way down the list in its 
respective league. 

Basketball Coach Isaman has a 
ready explanation for his team’s 
uncanny ability to beat strong op- 
ponents and lose to the weak ones. 
“We play for fun,’ said the ex- 
Hastings College whiz, “and it’s 
only fun to knock off the big ones.” 
He also lamented the fact that the 
bulk of the team is made up of 
outside plant workers who have al- 
ready had their day’s exercise when 
they take the court. The team is 
pictured above: (front) Neal 
Schappaugh, Clyde Higgins, B. A. 
Isaman, coach, Leonard White, Don 
Nelson; (back) Jack Mankamyer, 
Jr., Gerry Morris, Bob Wohlberg, 
Paul Eisenbarth and Bob Cardwell. 
Not in picture, Russ White. They 
played in the 12-team City Indus- 
trial League. 

Nobody seems to know just what 
happened to our championship vol- 
leyball squad of last year. Several 
key players were lost between sea- 
sons, but the team somehow failed 


to live up to its obvious capabili- 
ties. The girls were well coached, 
for no other mentor talked longer, 
more earnestly or with as much 
arm waving as Harold Brady. They 
had the ability and experience, but 
the Lady with the blindfold and 
scales had her head turned away 
from them. Maybe the brand new 
uniforms had something to do with 
it. We can’t have everything, and 
there’s no doubt that the telephone 
team LOOKED very good, even 
while they were dropping a heart- 
breaker. The squad is pictured be- 
low: (front) Shirley Stiner, Betty 
Jo Emery, Darlene Johannes. Har- 
old Brady, coach, Joyce Haines, 


Pioneer Reunion 


Set For May 19th 


T A MEETING of the Pioneer 

Chapter executive board held March 
24, the setting for this year’s annual 
reunion and banquet was officially 
designated as May 19, The Hotel Corn- 
husker, Lincoln at 6:30 p. m. Commit- 
tee chairmen who were invited to the 
meeting were given their assignments 
and authorized to proceed. Chauncey 
Eggerss is general chairman of the 
event. 

A variety program with a western 
flavor seems to be in the making for 
this year’s entertainment feature. Prest- 
dent Longdon is specific in his expressed 
desire that the 1950 banquet must not 
suffer in comparison with the last two, 
the minstrel show of 1948 and the melo- 
drama of 1949. It is admittedly a large 
order. 

Following the precedent of the past 
two years, the members may bring a 
guest to the banquet. The ticket sales 
committee plans to contact each mem- 
ber individually, so that everyone will 
be reminded of their opportunity to 
attend before the big day comes. 


Betty Tribble, Virginia Perry; 
(back) Arlene Zabel, Elaine Haw- 
kins, Phyllis Otte, Janis Lange, 
Joan Sommer, Ruth Younger. Not 
in picture, Alice Fender, Ardel 
Freudenberg. They won and lost 
five games for a 500 batting aver- 
age in the City Open League. 


ina corner of dining room are: Left fo right: Chas Dickenman, Mary Jackson, 
Mathilda Aipers, Mable Wieting, Stella Stanley, Maude Willey, Lizzie Cressman, 
Wilma Stolzenburé and Frank Neviit They represent Beatrice, Fairbury’ Jansen. 
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Social Chairman Eggerss and his Pi- 
oneer entertainment entourage complet- 
ed their series of four territorial parties 
by staging programs at Beatrice and Has- 
tings on successive Friday nights, March 
Sand 10: 


At Beatrice the program featured 
group singing, a picture show, numbers 
by the “Pionairres” male quartet and 
by Eugene Schrank with his accordion. 
A fine feed was prepared and served by 
a trio of Beatrice commercial office girls 
and a pleasant evening was proclaimed 
by all. Pioneers from Fairbury, Jansen 


and Wymore helped make up the group 
in attendance. 


On the night of the Hastings party 
the highway became coated with ice and 


) the air was filled with warnings to cau- 
| tious people not to venture forth. It 
| called for a last-minute switch by the 


Lincoln delegation from automobile 
travel to bus. In due time they arrived 
at the seat of festivities and found a 
bumper crowd of West-end Pioneers 


| Areading,“Grandmothers §— : 
| Clock,” was given by | 


Ted Burr, Hastings , Waiting. Something new was added to 
pioneer. | | this program when a_ demonstration 
J SAPO i ins My Nae | square from the “Forty-Niners,” the em- 
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Talkin over events in the southern Distr 
meee Lloyd Oglesby, RedGear, Harlan Gillespie, John 
| Brockmeyer and Stub Roland ~ ~ ~ ~ 
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ployee folk dance club, took the floor 
for a number of varied sets. They 
brought their own orchestra, and gave 
the Hastings folks something to write 
home about. The “Pionairres” again 
lifted their voices in melody and Carol 
Williams hit the top of the applause 
meter with her acrobatic dance routine. 
Local talent shared the stage as Ted Burr 
was called upon to display his eminent 
ability in a reading on “Grandmother's 
Clock,” and the Floyd Crewdsons were 
invited to join the “Forty-Niners” in 
two of their dances. The party was held 
at the Women’s Club, next door to the 
new office building. The Lincoln group 
took advantage of the proximity to give 
the new edifice a thorough inspection 
before starting for home. 


Charles Dickenman, Beatrice, and 
Ralph Wait, Hastings, headed the com- 
mittee on arrangements at their respec: 
tive cities. To them and their capable 
helpers is due much of the credit for the 
fine attendance and the profitable eve- 
nings. The two previous parties wert 
held at Nebraska City and David City. 
They were featured in last month's 
News. 
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a3 . 2. a i This group at Hastin ; includes-Jrom left to right: C.E.Hedstrom, 
The ice.coated streets did not keep them away from the Hastings party George Walroth, Jack Mason, Max Walker % Bill Cummings. 
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A square dan demonstration by. 
‘the Forty-Niners wasone of the ~~ 


highlights of the Hastings program. 
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Carol Williams introduced several 
new routines info her aance 8 

i the Hastings party ~ ~ and was 
i definitely“on the beam® ~. 
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the 210 miles toand from Hastings were used for group singing 
by the Lincoin delegation. Everyone enjoyed it but the bus driver~ ~ 
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“The-Forty-Niners “orchestra, Hazel Nichols, Emil Brodecky and Ray 
Baldwin furnished genuine hoe down music for the square dancers. 


fe belween 
and staunch pioneer, cep cue 


Wilma Stolzen 
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Cc. W. Keester 
Lincoln 
40 Years 


H. M. Zimmerman 
Lincoln 
40 Years 


Grace A. Hauschild 
Lincoln 
30 Years 


Alice A. Kyckelhahn Bert Kline 
Lincoln Superior 
20 Years 30 Years 


Eva Stutz Ruth E. Goslin 
Hebron Lincoln 
30 Years 25 Years 


Forty-three Years 
L. Pe Young, Lincoln: 
Forty-one Years 
C. C. Donley, Lincoln. 
Forty Years 
C. W. Keester, H. M. Zimmerman, Lin- 


coln. 
Thirty-nine Years 


F. M. Strasser, Lincoln. 
Thirty-six Years 
Merlie V. Markuson, Lincoln. 
Thirty-three Years 
Lillian K. Bader, Nebraska City: E. J. 
Eichenour, W. P. Shuck, Lincoln. 
Thirty-two Years 
C. J. Crew, Geneva; W. L. Hassler, Lin- 
coln. 
Thirty-one Years 


Stella M. Clark, Auburn: C. H. Pierce, 
Lincoln. 


Thirty Years 
Grace A. Hauschild, A. C. King, Alice A. 
Kyckelhahn, Lincoin; Bert Kline, Superior, 
(February anniversary); Eva Stutz, Hebron. 
Twenty-Nine Years 
J. J. Brockmeyer, Beatrice. 
Twenty-Eight Years 
Hazel M. Hagenbuck, Wahoo. 
Twenty-Seven Years 
A. K. Robison, Lincoln. 
Twenty-Six Years 
M. D. Chamberlain, Lincoln. 
Twenty-Five Years 
Ruth E. Goslin, Lincoln; J. G. Van Nord- 
heim, Hastings. 
Twenty-Four Years 
S. G. Nelson, Auburn. 
Twenty-Three Years 


E. T. Little, Auburn; E. M. Massie, Friend- 
T. M. Ray, Beatrice; Rex Winders, Linco] 


mcoimn, 
Twenty-ITwo Years 
H. T. Drake, Tecumseh: I. D. Livingston 
Nebraska City; Beata Merz, Seward. 


J. G. VanNordheim 
Hastings 
25 Years 


Josephine M. Placek 
Nebraska City 
15 Years 
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Twenty-One Years 


M. W. Franklin, V. B. Hutchison, Dar- 
lene E. Multer, Lincoln; Minnie Schlit:, 
Hastings. 

Nineteen Years 


Harold Brady, Lincoln; Mary T. Jackson, 
Fairbury; Mable E. Wieting, Beatrice. 
Eighteen Years 
Howard Spahnle, Lincoln. 


Sixteen Years 
A. J. Cox, Lincoln; G. L. Oglesby, Wy- 
more; T. W. Ryan, Tecumseh. 
Fifteen Years 


Josephine M. Placek, Nebraska City. 


Thirteen Years 
Mildred E. Hughes, Lincoln. 


Nine Years 


R. E. Grant, B. M. Wedgwood, Lincoln; 
Edna D. Pflughaupt, York. 


Eight Years 


G. L. Burt, Hastings; Viola C. Dunn, Fair- 
bury; R. C. Humiston, Plattsmouth; Thayer 
Morgan, Auburn; E. W. Neujahr, Syracuse; 
D. R. Rutledge, Lincoln. 


Six Years 


Virginia A. Baker, Fairmont; Emma M. 
Ebbeka, Geneva: P. V. Eckles, Tecumseh; 
Ardith G. Peters, York; Ada M. Springer, 
Polk. 


Five Years 


Avis I. Collar, Pawnee City; Hazel V. 


Neman, Lincoin; Stella S. Sowers, Lincoin. 


Telephone Men Elected 


OHN Spady, western district man: 

ager was elected a director of the 
Hastings National Bank at a meeting 
of the stockholders of that institution 
held on March 17. The announcemert 
was made by O. A. Riley, bank pres‘ 
dent. John was raised and attended 
school in Hastings, and most of his 
telephone career has been centered 
there. He has long been active in civic 
and social affairs of the city. 

Elsewhere about the territory comes 
news of activities of other telephone 
men in their community affairs. Lloyd 
Cleveland, area commercial manager 
has been elected a member of the York 
Park Board and at a Humboldt caucus 
Ivan Haith, manager, was nominated 
as a candidate for membership on the 
local school board. 


Doris Armstrong, Lincoln Traffic Depart- 
ment, and Harold Childers were united in 
marriage February 26 at the Havelock Meth- 
odist Church. Mrs. Childers is continuing 
her work. 


Aldean Steinhoff of the Syracuse Traffic 
Department became the bride of Norman 
Antes on March 12 at the Luther Memorial 
Church in Syracuse. The couple will reside 
on a farm near Syracuse and Mrs. Antes will 
continue her work. 


The marriage of Berl Strayer of the Fair- 
bury Plant Department and Delores Sprague 
took place March 19 at the Methodist Church 
in Fairbury. The couple will reside in Fair- 
bury. 


Mary Dickerson of the Hastings Traffic 
Department became the bride of Ronald 
Clark of Grand Island on March 12. The 
ceremony was performed in the Orville Clark 
home in Grand Island. Mrs. Clark has re- 
signed her position and the couple will reside 


in Grand Island. 


The Lutheran Church in Holdrege on 
March 15 was the scene of the wedding of 
Joanne Shuman of the Hastings Traffic De- 
partment and Robert Smith. Mrs. Smith 
will continue her work. 


JOURNEY’S END 


Mr. Eddie Steinhoff, father of Aldean A. 
Steinhoff, Syracuse Traffic Department and 
brother-in-law of Sophia M. Windels, chief 
operator at Syracuse, passed away March 3. 
Funeral services were held March 6 at the 
Lutheran Memorial Church at Syracuse. 


Mrs. Eva A. Clark, mother of Otis Clark, 
Lincoln Service .Department, passed away 


March 6. Funeral services were held March 8 
at the Methodist Church at Webber, Kansas. 


Mr. Charles W. Edwards, husband of Mrs. 
Edna C. Edwards, chief operator at Ruskin 
passed away March 7. Funeral services were 


held March 10 at Ruskin. 


Mr. John H. Lessman, father of Beverly 
Lessman, Lincoln Accounting Department, 
passed away March 11. Funeral services were 
held March 14 at St. Paul’s Evangelical 
Church in Lincoln. 


Mrs. M. Pugsley, mother of J. Pugsley, 
Pensioner, passed away March 11. Funeral 
services were held March 15 at Woodbine, 


Iowa. 


Mrs. Sarah Caster, widow of Mark T. Cas- 
ter, former General Plant Superintendent, 
passed away suddenly in Lincoln on March 
16. Funeral services and burial were held jn 
Lincoln on March 18. 


Promotions, Transfers and Title Changes 


Engineering 
V. B. Musselman, draftsman to engineering 
assistant, Lincoln. 
Lee G. Rising, building messenger, Account- 
ing, to draftsman, Lincoln. 


Plant 


Herman F. Hansen, groundman to lineman, 
David City. 

George D. Murrish, lineman to combination- 
man, Lincoln. 

Clarence F. Schleufer, COE installer to equip- 
ment foreman, Hastings. 

Eugene Schrank, male clerk, Construction, to 
switchman, Lincoln. 

Charles E. Smith, groundman to splicer’s 
helper, Lincoln Construction. 

R. B. Thompson, groundman to male clerk, 
Lincoln Construction. 

E. R. Travis, janitor to routineman, COE, 
Lincoln. 

Norman M. Turner, janitor to routineman, 
COE, Lincoln. 

Norman M. Turner, janitor to routineman, 
COE, Lincoln. 

J. D. Witmer, groundman to splicer’s helper, 
Lincoln Construction. 


V. B. Muselman 
Engineering Assistant 


Lincoln 


Traffic 
Arleen Fitzpatrick, A&L operator to desk op- 
erator, Lincoln. 
Patricia W. Kupetz, A&L operator to desk 
operator, York. 


Alethea M. Schulling, contract chief oper- 
ator, Raymond, to A operator, Lincoln. 
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The following list of new employees is published as a gesture of friendly 
welcome and to help them get acquainted. We hope that they will enjoy their 
mew occupation as well as the many fine associations that go with it. 


Name Position Exchange Date Employed 
Commercial 

Jeanne M. Stava.............-.---.--+- ch cease sisiiseegamniateitouns LiniGolites cc cce accuses. March 20 
Plant 

Bs G3,: (GRisOm: ede FROUtIE MAN 2. noc. een csinnvcs |i: Ye) b> PERE oe March 10 

Bernadette ©. Laux scccccacccuen Service Operator ............. TAD CON escisincidecevccecans March 1 

OD, DD. Watley caitecssvcesnevssschenes PROUME Ma Neel ee \ ES Tore) | 1 ee March 6 
Traffic 

OO pila Pe POrke tetsu Fa Qh Gj 0]. (0) Ce ean en ne AY, GIG shores eveeecies March 16 

Rrra Dn GUase tae dicen Py Oi) eee eee accede nd de: March 20 

Arlene Hy Heine: accesses. i RPE iin lee OE vessea eaeviaeveea March 20 

Barbara Je JON anti ecicccccccse coves ASL Operators...2..:/./-.:3: Nebraska City........... March 21 

Cherie L. Rathjen ................... Vg WEB 501-312 0) eee ED David City................ March 20 


Mrs. Sarah Musselman, mother of Victor 
Musselman, Engineering Department, passed 
away March 19. Funeral services were held 
March 22 at the College View Community 
Church. 


Mr. John Vajgrt, father of Lenora Suda, 
Lincoln Traffic Department, passed away 


March 26. Funeral services were held March 
28 at Tabor Hall in Crete. 


Mrs. Ida Hayes, mother of Bernard T. 
Hayes, Hastings Construction Department, 
passed away March 29. Funeral services were 
held at the Methodist Church at Dorchester 
on April 2. 
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The Washington, D. C., telephone 
directory, appropriately enough, lists 
subscribers bearing the names of 14 
former presidents. There are ten George 
Washingtons, two Thomas Jeffersons, 
three John Tylers, seven Andrew Jack- 
sons, four Benjamin Harrisons, four 
Andrew Johnsons, four Woodrow Wil- 
sons, three William McKinleys, four 
James Monroe’s, four James Buchanans, 
one James Madison, one Ulysses S. 
Grant, one Zachary Taylor, and one 


- Warren G. Harding. 


Eastern District 
Ruth Mays, Associate Editor 
David City Area 


Vivian Dee, Correspondent 


Several employees have been ill with the 
flu, but everyone is back on duty at present. 
The Traffic Department lost two girls this 
month—Elaine Stava and Marcella Morgan. 
Each one was presented with a farewell 
gift. . . . Cherie Rathjen has joined the 
ranks of “plug pushers.’ Good luck, Cherie!!! 
. . - Ben Docekal is the proud owner of a 
new Oidsmobile. 


Nebraska City Area 


Nellie Burbee and Iona Pieper, Correspondents 


Mary Drennan and Mary Niccoli have 
completed their toll training. . . . Bonnie 
Biggs is wearing a new diamond. Congratu- 
lations!! Bonnie, from all of us. . . . “Snooks”’ 
Steckley’s little daughter Linda had her 
tonsils out. . . . Willa Gump, Deloris Hoff- 
man, Snairley Gruber and Nellie Burbee 
have been making weekly trips to the bowl- 
ing ally. Willa is quite a bowler—208 is 
her highest score. The rest of us bowl just 
for the exercise, we guess... . Spring is 
here??? You’d think it was the first day of 
winter, the way it’s snowing out... . Barbara 
Johanns, former operator from Merced, Cali- 
fornia is a new employee in our Traffic 
Department. . . . Velma Abker was honored 
with a surprise birthday party March 1st 
at Edna Komma’s home. She received some 
very nice gifts... . Several of the girls have 
the new look—Short hair cuts!! ... Mary 
Drennan spent a week-end in Colorado. ... 
Ethyl Armstrong, Cashier, is a busy lady 
these days, working on the new directory. 

. The vacation schedule has been put 
out, everyone hopes to get their vacations 
when they want them. . . . Delores Hoff- 
man had a very exciting week-end in Omaha 
a couple weeks ago. You no doubt read 
about it in the papers. ... Mrs. Komma 
has bought a new home. She seems to be 
quite busy redecorating and getting settled. 
... The flu bug sure has been busy around 
here. Mrs. Christensen, Betty Johnson, Willa 
Gump, Violet Peterson, Ronnie Allen and 
Mrs. Fischer have been bitten by him... . 
The Telephone Company was well repre- 
sented at the Chamber of Commerce dinner 
at the Memorial Building, March 13th. 
Those attending were Mr. and Mrs. M. M. 
Hale and Mr. and Mrs. J. A. McKinzie, 
Lincoln, Mr. and Mrs. R. H. Ojers and Mr. 


and Mrs. E. A. Ernst of Nebraska City. ... 
Donna Mae Lockhart has been flashing a 
new diamond around recently. Could it be 
she’s all up in the clouds, the reason why 
she gets up to come to work in the middle 
of the night????? ... We wonder how many 
miles Mavis Eisenhauer and Helen Wen- 
ninghoff will cover this week-end. They 
boarded the bus all set for a good time... . 
Vacations are in full swing already. Aldean 
Antes is spending her vacation getting mar- 
ried and settling down to married life. 
Everyone else is talking about vacations 
and wondering where they will go. 


Plattsmouth Area 
Thelma Tritsch, Correspondent 


Bob Humiston and family spent the week- 
end in Republic, Kansas, visiting relatives. 
. . . We have two noted people in our 
midst—yes sir!!! Pearl Sutton and Fae 
Newens were in Omaha the day of the bliz- 
zard and were televised struggling up the 
street against an eighty mile an hour wind. 
They are planning a return trip to see the 
indentation in the building the wind threw 
them up against. ... Our Chief Operator, 
Hilda Johanns is a real dog lover now. She 


Telephone Paper Hunt 


HEN residents of Ayr read their 

Y Hastings Tribune on March 15, 
they had no inkling of the involved 
telephone hunt which had been neces- 
sary to bring the papers to their mail 
boxes. 

At 7:45 the Ayr postmaster called 
the Tribune bookkeeper and told her 
the Ayr consignment of papers had 
not arrived on schedule. The bookkeep- 
er called the circulation manager and 
he started a telephone tracer. 

One hour and 45 minutes later, after 
five long distance calls and seven local 
calls the papers were located and de- 
livered at Ayr. In addition to telephone 
operators, the search required the co- 
operation of three postmasters, a bus 
driver, a mail supervisor, a hotel man- 
ager and two mail carriers. 

With the help of the telephone the 
Tribune staff got the job done. 
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has eight new puppies at her house and is 
attending all dog shows that come within 
driving distance. If there’s anything you 
wish to know about dogs, “Tip” will be 
glad to tell you. ... Rose Janda is home 
ill with the flu. Do hope she will have a 
speedy recovery and will be back with us 
soon. . . . The operators received a very 
lovely box of candy for their excellent, 
efficient and very courteous service from 
Mr. T. H. Pollock. ... Our Manager, Mr. 
Newens, doesn’t believe in using his feet 
altogether for getting him places. In one 
instance during the icy weather, we thought 
he was either walking on his hands or 
doing the highland fling. Happy Landings! 
7 Miss Betty Jacobsen, the Evening 
Operator at Weeping Water, spent Friday 
in Lincoln shopping and visiting a girl 
friend. 
Wahoo Area 
Mae Meduna, Correspondent 


Mrs. Aner N. McKinsey, Chief Opera- 
tor, Cedar Bluffs, is in the Community 
Hospital, Wahoo. We wish her a speedy 
recovery. ... “Yours truly” is back in full 
swing after her recent operation. 


General Offices and 
Central District 


Accounting Department 
Gloria Zier, Associate Editor 


Joyce Grabowski takes the prize for the 
Department’s unluckiest girl. She accident- 
ally tore up a $20 bill a few days ago. But 
it could have been worse. She found the 
pieces. . . . Arlene Yost purchased a new 
stove one Thursday evening and the next 
day she told the girls in the office that she 
was going to spend the week-end cooking. 
The following Monday she was ill—-so—do 
you suppose it was Arlene’s cooking or the 
new stove that caused her absence??? .. - 
Bob Ross has added four new Siamese kit- 
tens to his cat family. They made their 
arrival on March 27. ... Anita Jensen is 
Proudly displaying a new diamond ring 
which she acquired several weeks ago. No 
immediate wedding plans have been made. 

. Adeline Carlson spent a week-end at 
Ong. She was visiting Doretta Drennen, a 
former Accounting Department employee. 
- . . Martha Dietrich also spent the week- 
end visiting relatives in Wilber, . . . Shirley 
Bauer recently moved into a new home out 
on 54th and Randolph. ... Taking advan- 


tage of the one and only one nice week-end 
which Lincoln has had, were Norma Smith 
and Lois “Cathy” Stivers. The girls had a 
nice time horseback riding. . . . Dick Spohn 
reports having a very enjoyable trip down 
South. His only regret is that he doesn’t 
have three more weeks of leisure time to 
look forward to. He also reports having an 
old car, after registering 5,200 miles on the 
speedometer of his brand new Chevrolet. 


. .. Dona Flory is spending three days of. 


her vacation at her home in Shickley, re- 
decorating her bedroom. . . . Dick Hansen 
enjoyed Mae West’s performance of “Dia- 
mond Lil” so well that he dashed back- 
stage to get her autograph. He tells us that 
Miss West looks better off stage than she 
does on stage. We wonder what gave him 


that idea???? 


Commercial Department 
General Office 
Ruth Clark, Associate Editor 


Mr. Hale, Mr. Lawson and Mr. Gorman 
attended the telephone convention in Omaha 
this month. Mr. Hale came back with the 
title of President of the Nebraska Telephone 
Association. Congratulations, Mr. Hale.... 
Congratulations are also in order for Bernice 
Iwohn who is flashing a beautiful emerald 
engagement ring. She’ll be Mrs. Bob Peck- 
ler this summer. . . . Joan Moorberg is giv- 
ing the ping pong players some stiff compe- 
tition in the annual tournament now being 
held. Good luck, Joan, we would like to 
see the General Commercial Department 
represented among the winners. We would 
also like to see our men’s bowling team 
move up a couple of notches on the list, as 
they are now tied for third place. 


Lincoln Business Office 


Myrtle Hiner, Associate Editor 


Spring is in the air with our minds turn- 
ing to the thoughts of golf, vacations and 
that much dreaded job of spring houseclean- 
ing. ..- We are sure that Chauncey Eggerss 
has been dreaming about the golf course. 

_. Mavis Everett spent a week’s vacation 
assisting her husband in getting things under 
control in a new business—so if you want 
a good place to eat, remember to ask Mavis 
about the new drive-in. ... The happy look 
in Phyllis Jones’ eye is that she has found 
an apartment—so-o-o it sounds like the 
ringing of wedding bells will be in evidence 
in the near future. . . . We understand that 
Phyllis Otte is one of these famous volley 
ball players who aims at another player’s 
head—anyone’s head just so it’s a head.... 
Helen Johnson is spending one week of her 
vacation in Kansas City, Missouri, and the 
second week will be spent in Beatrice visit- 
ing home folks. It’s a brand new 
Pontiac for Bert Overcash—how about a 
demonstration, Bert? . . . Gertrude Holmes 
has decided to make her home in Portland, 
Oregon. We’re going to miss you, Gertrude, 
but wish you a lot of Good Luck... . The 
report on Mr. Cary is that he may be stop- 
ping in one of these days to pay us a visit. 
We're anxious for your return, Mr. Cary. 


Construction Department 
Shirley Hess, Associate Editor 


Our first vacationer of the season is Wes- 
ley Hayes, who is spending his time on a 
naval reserve cruise. Perhaps we can learn 
more about it for next month’s news... . 
We were very pleasantly surprised the other 
day when Virginia Kinseth and young 
daughter Cassy stopped in to say hello. She 
is living at Belmond, Iowa now... . Fore- 
man Ray Boling is driving a new Ford 
these days (and here we thought he was a 
confirmed Chevy man) and Art Higgins 
rides in a Cadillac now. . . . It must be 
nice. . .. And in conclusion, if you’re look- 
ing for something to use for a little target 
practice you might ask Art Holcomb what 
he finds to shoot at. 


Lincoln Service Department 


Dorothy Miller, Associate Editor 


Our vacationer this month, W. H. Web- 
ster, spent one week making repairs on his 
home. . .. A new building extension has 
been started at the six office. This will add 
some much needed room... . We are glad 
to have Mr. Clinton back on the job again, 
after having been absent several days with 
the flu. 


Supply Department 


Florence Tatman, Associate Editor 


Friends of the animal kingdom provided 
amusement (distress, perhaps, to some) re- 
cently. John Moore’s dog bit the dog catch- 
er; and D. E. Aydelott’s bull calf terrorized 
residents in Bethany. John’s dog was saun- 
tering along minding his own business when 
the dog catcher stopped him to search for 
the dangling tag, which, incidentally, was 
tight where it should have been. The dog 
objected strenuously and made use of his 
teeth in protest. After such behavior he 
was taken to the pound and John had to 
go there to claim him... . It was an urgent 
call from the Law that informed Don Ayde- 
lott of his calf’s escapade, and took Don 
on a very wild chase all over the northeast 
part of town before the animal was caught 
and corralled. It was very muddy, but in 
spite of the mud the calf kept just so much 
distance between itself and pursuer Don. At 
last someone suggested a teaser of corn so 
Don tried that, too. Finally, after lugging 
a full bushel of corn several blocks Don 
was able to make the brute see what he 
had, and all was well. ... It must be spring 
fever when a man gets his own name written 
down incorrectly! In checking work reports 
and when frantically trying to determine 
who W. F. Hastings could be, Warehouse 
Foreman R. Rauch discovered that Frank 
Hendrix was the guy. Frank had filled so 
many orders for Hastings that he had un- 
consciously written Hastings as his own 
name on work reports. . . . Oscar Lewis is 
slowly but satisfactorily recovering from an 
accident at his home on March 11 when he 
fell on the icy walk. His hand was broken. 
... Ray Sherman’s bout with a severe case 
of influenza kept him at home for one 
week, The flu bug also hit W. C. 


~<f 13 Pe 


Florence Loder, directory sales secretary, 
enjoyed a February visit with her son, 
George, in San Francisco. George averaged 
96.6% to graduate among the top 14 of his 
class at the Navy Electronics and Radar 
School at Treasurer Island Naval Training 
Station. He’s now on duty in the Pacific. 


Maxfield and Jess Ellis... . Our boss man 
and Mrs. Strasser drove to Los Angeles for 
an early spring vacation with their son. 
They especially wanted to make the trip 
across the desert at the time the flowers 
were in bloom, and they did get through 
that area at the proper time. . Ruth 
Merrill vacationed one week, to be at home 
while her brother could be here. ... As- 
sociate Editor, yours truly, nearly broke her 
back spring house cleaning for seven days 
of vacation time. 


Traffic Department 
Lincoln Operating Department 


Mary Ormand, Associate Editor 


Virginia Hunt’s husband likes to help 
her in the kitchen, but isn’t crazy about 
“ready made” whipping cream anymore. 
With his streamlined skill he opened a tube 
of it, and in the commotion that followed 
they thought of flying saucers, bombs and 
what-not! His face, the ceiling, and every- 
thing in general were covered with the white 
spray! ... Verna Trussell reports a grand 
time on her vacation spent at her home 
in Orchard, even if she did spend a week 
of it sitting at home with the mumps! . 
Mary Weber is taking driving lessons and 
getting along real well she says. Only when 
she brings the car to a stop—wowie! She 
says if her instructor has false teeth they 
sure get a jolt! Lillian Campbell is 
busy getting settled in her new home, re- 
cently purchased. . _'. Inez McNare spent 
her vacation at her home in Oakdale. A 
surprise party was given by the Raymond 
community for the former chief operator, 
Mrs. Aletha Schullinz, who transferred to 


the Lincoln office. She was presented with 
a gift, and a poem “In Appreciation” of her 
services was written for her by Mrs. Bertha 
Hornung. .. . Virginia Stiles considers her- 
self an expert advisor for the “ills of ca- 
naries.” Her bird recently caught a chill, 
and Virginia promptly wrapped it in a 
piece of Kleenex to warm it. Latest reports 
heard was that the canary is recovering 
nicely. ... Barbara Miller has been absent 
the past few weeks on account of illness. 
.. . Monday, March 20 was a red letter day 
in the Traffic Department. A well satisfied 
group of people worked contentedly the live 
long day. How is this known? There were 
no exchanges of hours whatsoever on that 
day—the first time in history! ... Ella 
Hansen has been ill the past week at her 
home with the flu. ... Lois Capron has re- 
turned to work after a recent operation. ... 
Melba Richards, chief operator, attended the 
telephone convention in Omaha. 


General Traffic & Cafeteria 


Jeanne Hueppelsheuser, Associate Editor 


Irene Combs, Traveling Chief Operator, 
was driving to Denton, Nebraska, and before 
reaching her destination got stuck in the 
mud. She blamed her iil fate on the high- 
way maintenance man ahead of her. He 
was dragging the snow off the road, leaving 


it very much on the muddy side. Well— 
Irene wasn’t too happy and upon arrival 
at Denton told the Chief Operator all about 
the “dumb” maintenance man who caused 
her to get stuck. Later in the conversation, 
Irene very casually asked, “and what does 
your husband do, Mrs. Flachman?” The 
reply was—“He’s that dumb maintenance 
men!!” Irene’s face is still a bit pink... . 
The old expression “Where did you blow 
in from?” was being used quite appropriate- 
ly several weeks ago. Some of our opera- 
tors who were not safe inside the building 
when the big wind came had some startling 
experiences to relate. We think those girls 
who braved the storm in order to report for 
duty deserve a iot of credit... . With spring 
just around the corner we are expecting to 
have plenty of news along the fishing line, 
vacations end so forth. 


Southern District 


Christine Mason, Associate Editor 


Auburn Area 


Florence Fruehling, Correspondent 


Glad to have Dorothy Yost back after 
recently being on our sick list. . . . Marjorie 
Beckman and Marjorie Strange are at pres- 
ent teking their toll training. ... We are 
glad to have Vivian Kinghorn back in the 


Today and Yesterday 


Thirty years ago the first 1200 
pair cable came to Lincoln and was 
pulled into the manhole at 24th 
Street and N-O alley. Last fall an- 
other 1200 pair cable was drawn 


into the same manhole. Foreman 
Ray Boling was present at both 
occasions. At left, im 1920, are 
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Charles McFadden, R. C. Boling 
and Shade Butell. At right, in 1949 
are Tom Roller, Jim Tice, Ray Slote 
and Mr. Boling. Changes wrought 
by time are more apparent in cable 
methods than they are in Ray, who 
has added a hat and bifocals, but 
otherwise seems unmarked by the 
passing years. 
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Traffic Department after ner xecent ieave 


of absence. 
Beatrice Area 


Mabel W-eting and Donna Wehling, 
Correspondents 

Polly Hergott is now the proud renter 
of a neat little apartment. ... We here are 
of the opinion that people, particularly com- 
mercial clerks, who sit with a foot tucked 
under them are taking a terrific chance of 
falling flat on their faces when arising from 
their chairs too quickly. We arrived at this 
conclusion after witnessing Donna Wehling’s 
not-too-graceful departure from her posture 
chair one afternoon. . .. One new hair-do 
on the scene—Chris Mason spent a week- 
end in Omaha and got her long tresses 
clipped but good! ... Mr. Meshier labored 
long and diligently perfecting a letter to a 
colleague. After filling the waste paper bas- 
ket with unfinished, near perfect letters, he 
finally decided the last one was it. After 
re-reading it out loud, just to see how it 
would sound, we heard him remark, “Well, 
at least I put forth a tremendous effort,” 
and then proceeded to dispose of it as per 
the others, further remarking, “Well, I at 
least got that off my chest.” ... It happens 
every once-in-a-while and this time Virginia 
Coon hurriedly entered the operating room, 
rushed to a position, picked up a cord to 
answer a call—yep! she had forgotten her 


headset!! . . . Miss Watson spent a happy 
birthday, March 12, with Viola Dunn in 
Fairbury. ... Joan Richling is slightly left- 
handed lately. It’s a beautiful sparkler, 
Joan. ... Our NCO, Esther Fritz, is sport- 


ing a new Studebaker; having ridden in it, 
we have proof it is a “smoothy.” Edith 
Liedtke spent her week-end shopping in 
Omaha. It will be a shame if you have to 
work Easter Sunday, Edith. ... Vey Warren 
feels she had a lost week-end, what with the 
snow storm. Even chains on the Pontiac 
didn’t help too much. Some of the 
traffic girls are thinking seriously of bowl- 
ing as a hobby, so instead of turning their 
purses inside out to find a nickel for a cup 
of coffee they can pay with a $5.00 bill. 
Think it would work, Harlan? . . . Miss 
Willey spends hours each week fixing up 2 
schedule that should work perfectly if there 
were no such things as mumps, pink ye, 
sniffles, etc. 
Fairbury Area 
Velda L. Schipper, Correspondent 


Pat Lawson spent the weekend visiting 
her parents in Bruning. For some of our 
Operators it seems to be “School Days” 
again. Virginia Robinson, Arline Cline, 
Frencis Erwin, and Idonna Candis are at- 
tending a typing class at the Junior Col- 
lege... . Betty Sheperd and Irene Novotny 
seem to be great basketbali fans. ... Elsie 
Schoenrock is now “Aunt Elsie.” . . . Joyce 
Blanton was pleasantly surprised the other 
day when her brother came to see her... - 
Seems as though our C.O. has a _ secret 
admirer who sent her the cutest Valentine’s 
letter. No one can seem to find out who it 
is though. . . . Irene Smalldon spent some 
time visiting her brother in Beatrice. . - - 
Helen Mares spent the weekend at home 
in Western. ... Dorcas Slater spent a day 


in Lincoln visiting her daughter. . . . Ma- 
thilda Alpers has been visiting in Clatonia. 
... Welda Schipper went to Omaha March 
12th to bowl in the State Bowling Tourna- 
ment. ... Bobbie Stuart’s husband is home 
from the army. ... Denver, Colorado visit- 
ors were Viola Dunn, Berl Leslie, Mary 
Jackson and Annabelle Stocker. . . . Con- 
gratulations to Berl Strayer and his bride. 


Tecumseh Area 
Mary Kalin and Rosalie Stewart, 
Correspondents 

We seem to have a bunch of travelers 
around here lately; Goldie Thompson took 
another jaunt to visit her granddaughter, 
Susan, in Longmont, Colorado. According 
to her, Susan not only walks and plays the 
piano beautifully, she is also the smartest 
girl in Colorado—Susan is almost a year 
old and her favorite name for “Grandma” 
Thompson is “Ah-gah.” (A baby’s language 
is unexplainable.) ... Another grandmother 
who went a-visitin’ is Cecile Morehead, who 
visited her daughter and family in Lincoln. 
When it comes to going places no 
one can beat Henri Goracke. She and her 
handsome escort danced to the music of 
Sammy Kaye when he was at the Turnpike 
at Lincoln; and then there was that fish 
dinner at Rulo. More about Henri—after 
filling out her income tax return very 
diligently, the Internal Revenue Department 
sent it back to her just because she had 
forgotten a small item like signing her 
name! ... Al Zehrung, the directory man, 
picked up the phone to make a long dis- 
tance call. After waiting about five min- 
utes for the long distance operator to an- 
swer, he had just about decided there was 
something wrong with the phone when he 
remembered he had forgotten to dial. ... 
The icy sidewalks we had recently proved 
to be Dorothy Agena’s downfall. Her cut 
knees and scratched arm needed the com- 
bined medical efforts of the traffic and 
commercial departments. . . . Tyler Ryan 
tells this himself. One of his boys spilled 
a bottle of ink on the good living room rug 
so he has to sit on it to hide the spot when 
company comes. ... The C.O.E. installers 
have completed their work at Pawnee City 
and the conversion will take place April 
4th. . . . Mrs. Dora Corn, night operator, 
is retiring and plans to make her home 
with her daughter in Kansas City. Mrs, 
McDonald, Mrs. Stewart, Mrs. Metzger and 
Susie Crist are “just going home.” Ellen 
Marshall has accepted a position as a book- 
keeper here in Pawnee City. Rosalie Stewart 

is transferring to Fairbury. 


Western District 


Goldia M. Simons, Associate Editor 
Geneva-Hebron Area 
Verna Dankenbring, Correspondent 

Ernie Wellman, Plant Department, just 
completed installing the new automatic lock 
and bell for our front door. What a relief 
for the operators—when the bell rings, they 
just push a button on the board and presto, 
the door unlocks. . . . Colds and flu have 
been traveling around the office and there- 
ahouts--Lena Johnson, helper operator at 


Davenport, was absent from the office a 
few days with a case of the old winter flu. 
. . . Betty Davenport, operator, is flashing 
a beautiful sparkler and we don’t blame her 
for being proud! 


Hastings Area 
Peggy Bexten, Correspondent 


Embarrassing Moments!—The other day 
one of Audrey Ransom’s toll students 
seemed to be having difficulty reaching 
Muleshoe, Texas, so Audrey offered a help- 
ing hand and encountered the same trouble. 
But she got so excited after several MX 
Muleshoe, Texas, she forgot and said MX 
MULETRAIN, TEXAS, and all we want 
to know is this—Did that Mule Train get 
you there, Audrey?? ... Mildred Bebensee 
and Wanda Maske are taking toll training 
under the supervision of Mrs. Carol Henry. 
Lots of luck, girls! . . . So glad to see you 
back to work again, Margaret Gerloff. We 
hope you will be feeling right as rain very 
soon! ... Still feeling lucky is yours truly 
who won $38.00 on a local radio program 
for having named the mystery melody... . 
jolene Erickson and Joanne Smith were 
involved in accidents this past month. Jolene 
was thrown from a car and Joanne was 
riding in a convertible when it overturned. 
We are glad neither of you was hurt seri- 
ously. ... Meta Rice, Marilyn Wailes and 
Mary Dickerson have received engagement 
rings this month. Congratulations, girls! ... 
The District Office, District Wire Chief, 
end Mr. Schleufer have moved into the new 
building and are enjoying the new atmos- 
phere very much... Upon her arrival 
at work the other morning Goldia Simons 
noticed the strong odor of disinfectant but 
nobody else seemed to notice it. When 
“Doc” Wilson was asked about it he said 
he didn’t notice it either. Upon being 
asked if he had possibly bathed in a disin- 
fectant, he truthfully replied, “Not this 
winter!” We are wondering if he meant 
bathed or had not used disinfectant this 
winter. Which, Doc? ... There is another 
little story about Mr. Wilson and the ordeal 
of moving into the new building. As he 
installed the telephone on his desk he was 
very snuggly settled on the floor inside the 
opening in his desk but all was not well, 
the air was streaked because our little 
friend could not find a screw for his tele- 
phone . . . with a little help from one of 
his co-workers the lost (??) was found. 
Undoubtedly you have guessed where—in 
his mouth!! 


Superior Area 
LuEtta Braun, Correspondent 


Bertha Andersen spent three days in Rus- 
kin substituting for Mrs. Edna Edwards 
whose husband passed away at that time. 
... Olga Andersen has been promoted from 
Instructor to Assistant Chief Operator... . 
The flu bug has been flying around the 
Superior Office and contacted a number of 
employees. Those who have been on the 
sick list are: Nyla Edgar, Olga Andersen, 
Evelyn Huffman, Detta Manion, Laurine 
Page, Irene Warneking, Betty Webber, 
Gearldeen Williams, Hazel Rust, LuEtta 
Braun and H. L. Whitney. Evelyn 
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WORLD TELEPHONE 
SERVICE TELLS A LOT 


ONE TELEPHONE T0 
EVERY 188 PEOPLE 


ONE TELEPHONE 10 


EVERY 10.8 PEOPLE 


ONE TELEPHONE TO 
EVERY 4.5 PEOPLE 


Huffman and Louise Matlock are now tak- 
ing their toll training. Betty Webber has 
taken Olga Andersen’s place as Instructor. 

Wedding bells will be ringing for 
Laurine Page sometime in April. We be- 
lieve the new name will be Schleif. 
Mary Ann Robinson believes she has the 
second parking meter in front of the office 
about paid for because now she doesn’t have 
to pay anymore. The truth of the matter 
is all the meters are taped shut until after 
election to see, whether we keep them or 
take them out again. Betty Webber has 
done a good job paying for the third one 
too. . . . Frank Kubat and D. D. Eckles 
attended the funeral of Mr. C. W. Edwards 
of Ruskin on Friday, March 10. Mrs. 
Edwards is the Chief Operator at Ruskin. 

Kubat falls—If anyone will be glad 
when spring weather moves in it should be 
Frank Kubat. In the last few days he has 
fallen three times on the icy sidewalks. He 
even ruined one knee of his trousers the 
other day. Mr. Kubat must be trying for 
the Purple Heart! Clara Chambers has 
purchased a car! It is purple with yellow 
wheels and she doesn’t know how to drive. 
Irene Hashage and Irene Warneking have 
been doing a good job at the wheel though 
as no wrecks have been reported! 

Sutton Area 
Norma Nuss, Correspondent 
Mr. Duane Grove has been ill for the 

past week and has been unable to come 
to work. We all hope he will be back with 
us again soon. .. . Tommy Hedges and his 
gang are now working at Harvard, rebuild- 
ing the town plant. They have finished 
their work in Sutton. 


York-Osceola Area 
Betty Beebe, Correspondent 

The Traffic Department at Stromsburg 
enjoyed a box of home-made cookies from 
one of their subscribers. So nice to be 
appreciated! . . . Mrs, Charlotta Westley 
and Mrs. Mary Carroll of Shelby enjoyed 
the Pioneer Party at David City... . Mrs. 
Carroll also spent a weekend visiting rela- 
tives and friends in Lincoln on March 11! 


EE qasitit 4 |{ 1F | FIND THE 50 AND 50 WHO 
i # SWIPED THAT PAPER I'L TEAR 
Him LIMB FROM LIME : 


EXCUSE WF RINEAGIE t wtata 
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WHEN THE MORNING PAPERS ARE DELIVERED T0 
THE GENERAL OFFICE BUILDING THEY ARE LEFT 
INTHE LOBBY BY THE CARRIER. LATER THEY 
TAKEN To THE VARIOUS OFFICES BY HAROLD WART. 
; Note ue Saco Wie Bi 
RED" HOAGLIN, CONSTRUCTION , TOOK A HOT BATH AND CRAWLED INTO BED THE L ON THE STACK O RO AND CARRIED 
OTHER NIGHT. HE SLEPT THE SLEEP OF THE CLEAN AND JUST. . QUITE OFF ONE oF THEM. THEN deh Basted 
FORGETTING THAT HE HAD LEFT THE WATER RUNNING: WITH THE PLUG ate A oy reat! Bout a 
INTHE DRAIN. . HE AWAKENED EARLY NEXT MORNING WITH THE ee Foe OOo cet ene wn 
FEELING THAT HE WAS IN A BOAT AND PEERED OVER THE EDGE HICH 10 MAKE UP THE DEFICIT. 
OF THE BED AND FOUND IT TRUE . “THE BED WAS ALMOST AFLOAT. PTE 


LITTLE BOY. HE HASNT 
MOVED FROM THAT SPOT Fie dlas BETTER 
| SPEND HALF MY TiME- FOR AN HOUR ! ne FROM 
TURNING OFF me POT 
ALARM CLOCKS ! 


LYDIA HOLLOWAY, ACCOUNTING GETS UP BEFORE. DAWN : 

TO GET BREAKFAST AND SEND MR “H* OFF Td WORK. THEN ' xf 

SHE RESETS HER ALARM AND FINISHES HER NIGHT'S SLEEP. | | TWLERRYAN TECUMSEH , GUIDES THE FOOTSTEPS OF 

IT WAS APPROACHING NOON, ONE DAY WHEN THE B055'5 PROGENY WITH A FIRM HAND. WHEN HIS YOUNG SON 
PHONE RANG AND AN EMBARRASSED LYDIA WAS AT THE SPILLED A BOTTLE OF RED INK ON THE NEW LIVING 
OTHER END TRYING To EXPLAIN THAT SHE WOULD BE 4 ROOM RUG, TYLER METED OUT A PUNISHMENT 
BIT LATE. SHE HAD SET THE CLOCK A FEW HOURS LATER. WHICH SERVED A DOUBLE PURPOSE, NOW,WHEN 
THAN SHE HAD INTENDED Jo COMPANY COMES, THE YOUNG MAN IS GIVEN THE 
: CHORE OF SITTING ON THE INK SPOT FORTHE’ 
DURATION OF THE VISIT. THEREBY TEACHING 
HIM A VALUABLE LESSON AND SAVING TYLER THe. 
PRICE OF A NEW RUG. 


id 
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SURBURBANITE DON AYDELOTT'S CALE GOT LOOSE AND DON | LAi77* 
WAS UNABLE 10 GAIN ON THE BRUTE WHILE CHASING IT THROUGH HHS 

THE STRE ae OF BA Ae IBIS TED NT HE 2. J A 
TOENTICE IT CLOSER WITH SOME CORN SO DON FILLED A BUSHEL | | carteRiTe COOI EY LINCOLN TRAFFIC, WORKING ONE OF Te END 
CALE WOULD DEIGN 10 LOOK AT IT ~ AT LAST,WITH THE — | | FO0T AER IRE COOLED DOWN A BIT WNEN SHE FOUND THAT SHE HAD 


BEAST CAPTIRED, DON HAD HIS HAwlDS FULL OF CAL || LETHER FOOT DANGLE AROUND THE END =rte BORRD AND INT Tie 
LAM VICINITY OF AN ELECTRIC SOLDERING IRON THE BOYS WERE USING 
AND CORN AS HE FOUGHT Io WA HOMEWARD... « . | | couDER CONNECTIONS AT THE BACK OF THE BOARD. 


aed 


IW I THINK IMA 


BOD} IE GOING TO 
Uy OK, NO~\ MUST 
YA BE SEEING THINGS ! 


OUR HERO 15 AN ANONYMOUS OLD FELLOW WHO CAME INTO THE CON- 
STRUCTION OFFICE A FEW DAYS AGO LOOKING FOR A JOB... HE WAS 
fL50 LOOKING FOR A TOUCH - AND PUT THE BEE ON BOB CLIFFORD 
FOR A DOLLAR. To PAY FOR AN ALLEGED LONG DISTANCE CALL TO 
HI5 HOME, STARTLING AS IT MAY SEEM,HEGOTIT! FOLKS 
WHO KNOW OF BOBS FAMED ABILITY TO RETREAT FROM ANY 
SITUATION WHICH CALLS FOR THE TRANSFER OF CASH FROM 
HIS POCKET TO ANOTHER , INSIST THAT THE OLD GENT MUST 
P055E5S ANEW AND STRANGE POWER THAT THE WORLD SHOULD 
KNOW ABOUT. 


BETTY VOGELGESANG, LINCOLN TRAFFIC, HAD ft FEELING THAT SHE 

WAS SHARING HER APARTMENT WITH A MOUSE. SHE BOUGHT, 

BAITED AND SET A TRAP- AND, SURE ENOUGH, A FURRY CORPUS- 

DELICTI WAS IN IT NEXT MORNING. BETT¢ TooK ONE LOOK AND 

GOT RIGHT OUT OF THERE AND WOULD NOT VENTURE BACK 

ie THE Boy FRIEND BRAVELY WENT IN AND REMOVED 
HE Bop. 


THREE YORK OPERATORS WERE SHOPPING FOR SUMMER PLAY SUITS IN OMAHA. 
JOLENE NEWLUA HAD BEEN TRYING ON A SNAPPY NUMBER BUT, DECIDING 
NOT To BUY IT, SHE DONNED HER JACKET AND COAT- AND THE THREE 
WALKED OUT OF THE STORE. WHEN THEY REACHED THE STREET JOLENE 
FELT A DRAFT, AND ON INVESTIGATION FOUND SHE WAS MINUS 
A SKIRT AND STILL MODELING THE PLAY SHORTS « 
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Signing the order for the 100,000th telephone in the Seward 


business office is Mr. E. L. 


“Leo” Gorman of Seward at right. 
Taking the order is Laura Douty with Berniece Mueller and Area 
Manager Thad Cone observing the event. Mr. Gorman is a promi- 
nent real estate and insurance man at Seward. 


the ceremony. 


Arriving at the Gorman home to make the installation is 
George Miers, Seward combinationman, at left, who is shown visit- 
ing with Area Manager T. C. Cone. Gathered with Mr. and Mrs. 
Gorman in front of the home are some of the visitors who attended 


Our 100,000th Telephone 95 Installed 


()U® 100,000th telephone was in- 
stalled last month in the home of 
Mr. and Mrs. E. L. Gorman at Seward. 
The installation brings the number of 
telephones operated by the Company 
to an all time high and climaxes a rec- 
ord ten year period of station growth. 
The sharp rise in the year 1912 as 
shown in the graph on the next page 
indicates a more rapid increase then, 
but the climb at that period was due 
largely to the purchase of properties 
rather than station growth through in- 
stallations. 

Mrs. Gorman is pictured on the front 
cover of this issue making a call over 
the newly installed telephone. The in- 
strument bears a suitably inscribed sil- 
ver plate to show that it is the 


100,000th telephone to go into service 
for L. T&T. 


George Miers is shown giving the screw in the connecting block 
the final turn to complete the installation. Area Manager T. C. Cone 


and District Manager John McKinzie are watching the left-handed 
operation. 


The installation was made on the 
morning of April 7 by George Miers, 
veteran installer at Seward, in the pres- 
ence of representatives of the Company, 
the Nebraska State Railway Commis- 
sion, the Nebraska Unicameral, and 
civic leaders and newspaper editors at 
Seward. 

Merle M. Hale, general commercial 
superintendent, conducted the informal 
ceremony. He spoke briefly, express- 
ing the Company’s appreciation for the 
presence of those attending and for the 
helpfulness and cooperation of Mr. and 
Mrs. Gorman. He then _ recounted 
some of the highlights of the strides 
made by the Company in its program 
of expanding and improving service, 
particularly in the years since the war. 

The first local call over the 100,000th 
telephone was placed by Mrs. Gorman. 


Senator Faye Wood of Seward made 
the first long distance call in which he 
spoke with Governor Val Peterson's 
office in Lincoln. Harold Palmer, 
chairman of the Nebraska State Rail- 
way Commission, then called his office 
in Lincoln. In addition to those named, 
the ceremony was attended by Mayor 
Wilber Wood of Seward; Charles 
Graben, president of the Seward Cham- 
ber of Commerce; Charles Campbell, 
president of the Seward Rotary Club; 
Henry Mead, editor of the Seward In- 
dependent; R. A. Summers, editor of 
the Blue Valley Blade; John McKinzie, 
district manager; T. C. Cone, area 
manager; and A. B. Gorman, adver- 
tising manager. 

The Company began operations in 
May, 1904, with one exchange at Lin- 

(Continued on page 8) 


“It’s all connected and ready to use,” Mr. Miers is saying as 
he gives the hand piece to Mrs. Gorman before the first call is 
made. Mr. Gorman is an interested observer. 


Mrs. Gorman makes the first local call over the newly installed 


telephone as Mr. Gorman listens in on the conversation. 


In the picture at left, Senator Faye Wood of Seward is talking 


to Governor Val Peterson’s office in Lincoln 
distance call made on the 100,000th telephone. 


general commercial superintendent, 


in the first long 
Merle M. Hale, 
is enjoying the conversation. 


At right is the Seward operating department with operators Dora 


The accompanying graph shows ihe 
number of company operated telephones 
in service at the close of each year from 
1904 when the Company started in busi- 
ness to April, 1950. The growth for the 
first seven years is remarkable in view 
of the fact that we were in competition 
then with the powerful and well estab- 
lished Bell Company. The sharp rise in 
1912 was due to the purchase of telephone 
properties in a number of towns in south- 
eastern Nebraska. This was followed by 
a steady increase until the drouth and de- 


pression years of the 1930's. Since 1939 


we have gained 36,000 telephones of which 


900 have been acquired by the purchase 
of properties. 
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Chairman Harold Palmer of the Nebraska State Railway Com- 


mission telephones the news of the completed installation to his 
office in Lincoln as Charles Campbell, president of the Seward 
Rotary Club, and Mayor Wilber Wood of Seward look on. 


Plessel, Libbie Kracman, Marjorie Hinze and Eleanor Schutz seated 
at the board left to right. Chief Operator Lydia Kriegshauser is 


standing. Miss Plessel handled Senator Wood’s call to the Gov- 
ernor’s office. 
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AWNEE CITY became L. T. & T.’s 
65th dial exchange on April 4. The 
new 600 line dial exchange was cut 
into service as scheduled at 10 A. M. 
when John Barr, president of the local 
Public Service Club gave the signal for 
the cutover to be made. Also partici- 
pating in the ceremonies were Dr. 
H. C. Stewart, Pawnee City mayor, 
who placed the first long distance call 
to M. M. Hale, general commercial 
superintendent, at Lincoln and Dr. 
W. R. Boyer, who dialed the first local 
call to pass through the equipment. 
C.O.E. installers assigned to the job 


were Ernest Barney, James Smith, Wil- 
liam Wolfe and Merle Sherman. Num- 
bered among the crew of southern dis- 
trict combinationmen who made instru- 
ment replacements and inside wiring 
changes were Harold Frey, George 
Heikes, Alfred Parde, Darold Shaffer, 
Phillip Eckles and Carl Franzen. C. B. 
Meshier coordinated the signals for the 
change from the old to new equip- 
ment, with Myra Metcalf supervising 
clearance of the old switchboard and 
George Keith in charge of its discon- 
nection. Vyrl Clark prepared the rec- 
ords and dispatched the crews while 


~-<6f 4 He. 


Dan Smith took care of the ceremonies 
in the business office and much of the 
success of the trouble-free conversion 
was due to his supervision. It was a 
busy day. 

The exchange Open House was held 
on Friday, April 28, and about 165 
subscribers took advantage of the in- 
vitation to inspect the new order of 
telephoning. A very good attendance 
was recorded during the afternoon but 
in the evening cold rainy weather re- 
stricted the number of visitors. 

A. dial demonstration unit was set 
up in the lobby where the basic prin- 


el prtatisnsnonne-eremangagen ee 


ciples of the system were explained by 
Dan Smith as the first order of instruc- 
tion for the visiting groups. They were 
then conducted through the equipment 
room by William Eckles, Tecumseh, and 
Vyrl Clark, Pawnee City. At the con- 
clusion of the inspection each guest was 
presented with a favor and souvenir by 
Avis Collar, commercial clerk. Also on 
hand to lend assistance were Tyler 
Ryan, area manager; Charles Meshier, 
district wire chief; A. B. Gorman, ad- 
vertising manager, and Joe Hartley, 
commercial artist. 


The long and useful service of the 
old manual switchboard at Pawnee City 
was drawing to a close as this picture 
was taken. The new main frame and 
a glimpse of the new dial equipment is 
visible in the background. At the board, 
left to right, are Edna McDonald, Susie 
Crist and Rosalie Stewart. 
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1) Dr. W. R. Boyer placing first local call after cutover of exchange. 2) Line- 
up of trucks and workmen in front of exchange building. The men, left to right 
are: James Smith and Ernest Barney, COE installers; Mack Nickell, splicer’s 
helper; G. C. Artz, cable splicer; Vyrl Clark, combinationman; Dan Smith, man- 
ager; Darold Shaffer, Carl Franzen, G. W. Heikes, Alfred Parde, Harold Frey 
and Phillip Eckles, combinationmen. 3) Dr. H. C. Stewart, mayor of Pawnee City, 
making the first long distance call. 4) Ellen Marshall, chief operator; Clyde 
Burge, district manager; Dan Smith, manager, and Avis Collar, commercial clerk, 
pose for the camera on the day of the cutover. 5) Vyrl Clark reeled under a bar- 
rage of questions fired by these three inquisitive brothers at the Open House. 
6) Mr. Clark explaining the operation of the test panel and distributing frame to 
a group of visitors. 7) The principle of the step-by-step method was demonstrated 
at the Open House by Dan Smith on a special wnit set up in the lobby. 8) Vyrl 
Clark at the power panel with a group which includes two Tecumseh operators— 
Mary Meister and Cecile Morehead. 9) Companion pictures of Bill Eckles explain- 
ing operation of the switches to local groups. 10) Avis Collar kept the record 
of visitors and presented each guest with souvenirs of the Open House. 
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The picture above shows an addition to °’6" office in Lincoln under construction. The 
project was started in March and will be finished this summer. It will add 1575 square feet 
to the building—space that is badly needed to house equipment required to keep up with 
the growth in northeast Lincoln. Since 1945, we’ve added 800 lines at this office and more 
are on order. In Lincoln, 4,400 lines have been installed since 1945 and 2,700 more are being 
installed or are on order. 


At right is the Tecumseh switchboard to 
which two new positions have recently been 
added, increasing the position capacity from 
four to six. Dave Guthrie and Wilbur Wolfe 
made the installation. Included in exchanges 
where other major switchboard installations 
have been made since the war are Weeping 
Water, Wahoo, Auburn and Lincoln. In the 
picture, left to right, are Jean Johnson, Dar- 
lene Robinson, Mary Meister, Clara Costello, 
Cecile Morehead, assistant chief operator, 
and Chief Operator Wanda Remmers. 


The picture above was taken last month at 
Seward where 100 additional lines in dial 
switching equipmeni were being installed by 
Perry Caldwell and Al Ager. The camera 
found them rearranging the selector bank 
multiple to take care of the additional lines, 
The addition increases Seward’s capacity from 
700 to 800 lines. 


T. B. Hedges and his construction crew are shown in the scene below 
at Harvard where work prior to the dial conversion there is in progress. 
cable are R. E. Clark, B. T. Hayes and Foreman T. B. Hedges. On the Pole ; 
and operating the spinner is Mickey DeBacker. a 
added more than 23,000 miles of wire in cable. 


More and Better 


TELEPHON E 
SER VICE 


In the Making 


We’re going places when it comes 1 
bringing more and better service tc OUT 
customers. These scenes taken at Sew 
ard, Tecumseh, Lincoln and Harz@7™ 
show some current projects in the ma” 
ing. Captions give some facts itlus” 
trating the progress we’ve made. I72'- 
dentally, this progress has cost a lot a 
money too. Since 1945 we’ve spe", 
$6,762,000 for telephone improvem€é™ 
and expansion. The money has co™ 
mostly from people who have invest 
their savings in the securities of tl 
Company. 
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Telephone Men Elected To New Offices 


Meese telephone men received some 
well deserved recognition in being 
recently elected to offices in their 
separate organizations. 

At North Platte, in late April, Bill 
Quinn of the Lincoln business office 
was named state vice president from 
District 4 of the Junior Chamber of 
Commerce. The district embraces the 
area of southeast Nebraska. Bill for- 
merly served the organization as state 
chairman of the awards committee and 
as state director from the Lincoln J. C.’s. 
Duties of the job require the visiting 
of all units in the district during the 
course of the year. On his first visit 
Bill went to Falls City and ran smack 
into the flash-flood waters on his return 
home. He feels that this wasn’t such 
an auspicious start to make on his new 
assignment. 
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At Brainard, Ben Docekal ran away 
with the election for candidacy as a 
member of the local school board. Al- 
though Ben works out of David City 
he is a long-time resident of Brainard, 
where Mrs. Docekal holds down the 
telephone fort as chief operator. 


Orrin L. Sturtevant of the general 
plant department, was recently elected 
president of the Lutheran Men of Lin- 
coln, an inter-synodical layman’s or- 
ganization which is formed by repre- 
sentatives from the various Lutheran 
groups of Lincoln. Mr. Sturtevant is 
presently serving his second term as 
president of the Nebraska Synodical 
Brotherhood of the United Lutheran 
Church of America. 


The News congratulates all three for 
the confidence their communities and 
organizations have expressed in them 
through these elections, 
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The following list of new employees is published as a gesture of friendly 
welcome and to help them get acquainted. We hope that they will enjoy their 
new occupation as well as the many fine associations that go with it. 


Accounting 
Wane Position Exchange Date 
Carl P. Jones i at fgucdecaaumeeanine Building Messenger ‘vvcswuenas LINCO Gece ees cenctetcedenees, March 25 
Commercial 

Rosalie R. Adams  cckitnvlieassurveenste Clerk wore teen cere rere rene scene nenenee Hastings HAE Re swae ben seGesseeeeese neces April 27 
Be PT Tees caek cc xcveie cent i COMBO RA actenedieenn DCO sp ecaecianteciersnccesenonane »April 2 

Alice A. Hob eadcccccssctesssonnsseceoss CASH IEL i cscnctiennecctcthonnaatet WY BNO Os cnickes se veetssartacnmacaenit April 24 

Plant 
Harriett B. Gallagher........------- Elevator Operator............. |B (o/b: Sener eee ten RPP ee April 21 
1 en oo PATIEOBicccsacinesvanssancwaversectesst TAS cc ctoatanisteenscv ancien canny: April 13 
Co Fe ilragi cn coe ese neweste ANP cs eaters Lincoln..........--.----eseeseseeeoie April 1 
Traffic 

Petes GA > Buen beiceeenacdecos A®L Operator.................. is 15) 5) ee Re ee me April 17 
Phyllis E. Bieck.......-0------++8---" Chief Operator, csecwwiseren PROD VOEG cnisiedaiarss iaseénratacsids April 17 
Beverly J. Bivins: A&L Operator...............-.- PCW act sued uaitivcks dean cvabeiies April 18 
Gites A Tea thc wenelacs Pi Operating. POAC NO crcacccch ean salthctiantaes April 17 
Eo Daday Pranciscavicliseeus2s PPL AD PETabOR eet cassccensni= 148 Sennen ee eR April 3 
Tone WA Rahat wcockaasone A. RI PCTACOR as cciciiicenctess TN DN hie sitse: soba ecticclecesceetocidvcuns April 12 
Dorothy Hughes...+...---:s:--+++--= YO peratOr aac ca te 21153 [cl Seen ace gra April 3 
Shirley Prall.........-cs:--0-ssesseee0" A&L Operator................-- Weeping Water........0.......044 April 6 
Jean E. Robbins. ....---.-+:---0+- roe © 1) 7:10) Cemeenne ee mrenames PIV MODs sang Beaasticd ig res aaa April 3 
Betty I. Saathoff........-..:-++- og 8531. ol eure eee S)\cLce (| ene een ee ere April 17 
ee ae | Co ee Contract Chief Oper........ Reda Tabs. vicccsesicocwsnsoucs March 20 
Margaret S. Schuster......-.--- sede RO DOUNUOT A ereisiecsnreiriuad, ol eee April 3 
Brena J. Snyder........---.-cc0--2e--At Operator... ncnneseon York vetteteeeeteeeeeeeseeeeeeseeeeeenes April 18 
Roma 2 BSWUELTISOD) xox ccacsceeencteaden A Operator eececnsccseccescesevees MV OH OG ccc ae te, April 24 
Wanda O. Tucker.........--2.0-20--+« NA&L Operator éaisianecsnsccens | ano | |: ee NR ..April 24 
Genevieve R. Wink...........------ Fi CPE tR 00 oss veccdinrctionnne Beatrice..........cccccceccceceeeeee ..March 30 


Dora Corn Retires 
A LONG period of community service 
= 


came to an end with the retirement 
on pension of Mrs. Dora Corn, night 
Operator at Pawnee City, on April 18. 
Mrs. Corn came to 
the Pawnee Com- 
pany in December, 
1923, and through 
the years has been 
almost constantly at 
the switchboard 
during the night 
hours. She has held 
no other position. 
The problem of 
raising and caring 
for her three small children in those 
early days was solved by obtaining per- 
mission to have them spend the nights 
with her at the office. So her daugh- 
ter and two sons actually grew up in 
the telephone building, and were some- 
times able to lend a helping hand dur- 
ing emergencies and at times when it 
was required that she be absent from 
the board. 

The Pawnee Telephone Company 
became part of the L. T. & T. organi- 
zation in July, 1946, and Mrs. Corn, 
with other personnel of the exchange, 
continued their service records with this 
Company. Her plans for the future 
include an immediate visit to each of 
her children, which will take her first 


sameeren gene 


Dora Corn 


then to South Carolina and Georgia, 
where the boys, now grown and mar- 
ried, have their homes. 


ISMS Defined 
SOCIALISM: You have two cows and 


give one to your neighbor. 

COMMUNISM: You have two cows; 
the Government takes both and gives 
you the milk. 

FASCISM: You have two cows, the 
Government takes both and sells you 
the milk. 

NAZISM: You have two cows, the 
Government takes both and shoots 
you. 

NEW DEALISM: You have two cows; 
the Government takes both, shoots 
one, milks the other and throws the 
milk away. 

CAPITALISM: You have two cows; 


you sell one and buy a bull. 


Jack Mankamyer Promoted 
As Fred Adkins Retires 


Fred Adkins Jack Mankamyer 


ae 46 years of active telephone 
£4 work, Fred Adkins of Sutton has 
joined the growing list of L. T. & T. 
employees on pension. Along with 
them he is resting on the oars a bit to 
let the younger generation carry on the 
work that he has so ably helped pioneer. 

Mr. Adkins has been area manager 
at Sutton for the past seven years. 
Jack Mankamyer has received a well 
deserved promotion from combination- 
man at Sutton to exchange manager 
there effective May l. 

Harvard was the exchange in which 
Mr. Adkins began his career when he 
was employed by the Nebraska (Bell) 
Telephone Company. The Bell Com- 
pany was purchased by the Harvard 
Telephone Company in 1908 and Fred 
continued his telephone occupation un- 
til 1911, when he resigned. He entered 
the business again in 1915 with the 
Sutton Telephone Company, which was 
purchased two years later by our Com- 
pany. Mr. Adkins began his service 
with us at that time as a combination- 
man. He became foreman at York in 
1918, and in 1920 went to Nelson as 
manager. He became manager at Osce- 
ola in 1934 and in 1943 was promoted 
to the position he held at the time of 
his retirement as area manager at 
Sutton. 

Jack Mankamyer has been employed 
as a combinationman at Sutton for the 
past 10 years. He was first employed 
by the Company in Lincoln as a shop- 
man in 1927 and worked there for two 


land as a combinationman. He was 
named manager at Beaver Crossing in 
1931 and moved to Milford three years 
later in the same capacity. Prior to 
moving to Sutton he was stationed at 
York and Stromsburg as a combina- 
tionman. 


Mr. Mankamyer is a member and 
Mr. Adkins a charter member of the 
Frank H. Woods Chapter of the In- 
dependent Telephone Pioneer Associa- 
tion. The Adkins family will move to 
Harvard where they have purchased 
a home. 


More Money For 


More and Better Service 
je Company’s outstanding bonds 
increased 
$7,500,000 with the sale this month 
of an additional $1,000,000 of these 
securities. H. W. Potter, secretary- 
treasurer, went to Chicago on May 15 
and received the million dollar check 
after signing and delivering the bonds. 

This additional issue of $1,000,000 
of bonds is identical with the $6,500,- 
000 previously outstanding and is is- 
sued under the same indenture. The 
Company’s bonds become due Janu- 
ary 1, 1976, and bear interest at the 
rate of 234% per year. The selling 
price was 100% of par so that the 
yield to the investor will be 2.73%. 
The bonds constitute a first lien or 
mortgage on all the physical properties 
of the Company. 

Additional funds to be used along 
with the money received from the sale 
of the bonds was obtained through the 
sale of 15,000 shares of the Company’s 
common stock. This was sold at $20.00 
per share with the right offered to 
each stockholder to purchase one new 
share for every nine owned. This was 
done in accordance with the terms of 
the Company’s Articles of Incorpora- 
tion which give holders of common 
stock the preemptive right to purchase 
Tayipro rata portion of new issues of 
common stock if they so desire. 

This right expired April 3 and the 
unsubscribed portion of the stock was 
offered to employees. A heavy over- 
subscription was received from the em- 
ployees and the available stock was 
allotted on a pro rata basis. This re- 
sulted in the entire offering of 15,000 
shares being subscribed with the Com- 
pany, securing $300,000 from the sale 
of the common stock. 

The $1,300,000 of capital obtained 
from the sale of the new issue of stocks 
and bonds will be used by the Com- 
pany as it is needed to finance its pro- 
gram of expanding and improving 
facilities. 
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from $6,500,000 to. 


100,000th Telephone 
Is Installed 


(Continued from page 2) 

coln and an initial list of 1,800 sub- 
scribers. The office was located at 231 
South 14th Street where the present 
Lincoln Service Department and 
Switchroom are located. The Nebraska 
Bell Company was then in operation 
in Lincoln and the two companies en- 
gaged in fierce competition until 1912 
when our Company bought the Bell 
properties together with a number of 
other exchange properties in south- 
eastern Nebraska. This was made pos- 
sible by a nationwide agreement be- 
tween Independent and Bell interests 
which was brought about largely 
through the efforts of Frank H. Woods 
and a committee of the United States 
Independent Telephone Association, 
which he headed. 

By 1915 the Company was operating 
92 exchanges and was serving 46,004 
telephones. We continued to grow until 
1929 when the telephones in service at 
the end of the year totaled 83,571. Then 
along came the depression and the 
drouth years and more than 21,000 tele- 
phones were lost in the next five years 
with the total in service dropping to 
62,228 at the end of 1933. The recent 
climb to 100,000 began with the stimu- 
lus of war and in the past ten years 
we have gained 36,000 stations, an in- 
crease of 56%. 


ET een TID ig 
It’s Murder in the home! 


About 15,000 men, women and 
children will die this year as the 
result of falls in the house. . 

unless preventive measures are 
taken. Have you checked your 
home for accident hazards late- 
ly? (Figure from the files of the 
National Safety Council.) 
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Compliments from the Journal 
RAFFIC folks of the L.T.&T. pride 


- themselves in providing prompt and 
courteous service to all customers, but 
they recognize that some calls are more 
urgent or important than others and 
that added attention and effort should 
be centered upon them. 

When a big news story broke at 
Wilber, in the early morning hours of 
April 20, the operators at that exchange 
—and the Lincoln night shift—joined 
forces in a chase for information and 
news, rounding up local officials in the 
Wilber area so they could be inter- 
viewed by telephone by Lincoln Jour- 
nal reporters and the night editor. The 
coverage given the story in the morning 
paper stood as convincing evidence of 
their success. It prompted the writing 
of the following letter by Joe R. Sea- 
crest, associate editor of the Nebraska 
State Journal, addressed to M. M. Hale, 
general commercial superintendent: 

“This letter is in appreciation of the 
fine courtesy and cooperation that the 
telephone operators at Lincoln and 
Wilber gave The Journal last Thursday 
on the Wilber murder story. Our re- 
porters and night editor say that it 
would have been impossible to get this 
late happening story in the morning 
paper had it not been for the generous 
assist given The Journal by these oper- 
ators. The story, as you remember, hap- 
pened about midnight, and it was 
around one o'clock in the morning when 
the suspect was arrested at his home. 
Numerous ‘phone calls to officials in 
the Wilber area, put through by these 
operators, enabled The Journal readers 
to have a full picture of what hap- 
pened Thursday morning.” 


Collection Efficiency 

OW are we doing with collections? 

That’s a problem that is ever pres- 
ent and ever important. It’s more of 
a problem now than it was a few years 
ago, too. A look over the records for 
the past three years, for instance, shows 
a steady increase in uncollected reve- 
nue per station. It isn’t enough to be 
alarming, but it is an indication that 
things are tightening up a bit. It takes 
more time and effort to do a good job 
with collections. 

Here’s a run-down of area standings 
issued this month by the general com- 
mercial office showing uncollected 
averages per station. That man Long- 
don in Fairbury as usual is keeping his 
area in first place well out in front. 
Superior, with a consistently good rec- 
ord, is running second and Hebron 
third. As a matter of fact, all of the 
records are good; but the ones in front 
are what we might call extra good. 


Uncollected Ave. Per Station 


Area 1950 1949 1948 
Pau PUIY? cisiaskerds .06 .06 ll 
DUPCHOR <i .26 .24 je 
Hebron ...........- 28 49 75 
NOWSI chek 29 28 33 
PUICCOM sete ece ce 29 30 .20 
CSENEVE: sesccccsiesien 38 eK 86 
Osceola ............-- 39 ef 61 
TOL 30 .40 29 29 
David City ........ 42 34 53 
Hastings ............ 44 .40 38 
Beatrice <cc25 4c, 46 42 30 
Plattsmouth .....- 47 43 37 
Nebraska City .. .50 42 34 
WHBee sncgacck. .60 43 61 
WanOO 225 cutis 64 60 97 
LINCOM uicoacenticcs .67 65 54 
Tecumseh .......... 67 54 36 
Auburn .............. 68 37 42 


Total Company... .55 med 47 


JOURNEY’S END 


Mr. Ward Ver Valin, father of Mrs. Mar- 
cia Watson, Lincoln Cafeteria, passed away 
March 31 at Loup City, Nebraska. Funeral 
services were held April 3 at Loup City. 

James Pearson, father of Mrs. Luella Led- 
better, Pickrell Traffic Department, passed 
away April 16. Funeral services were held 
April 19 in Ashland. 

Mathilda Lorensen, mother of Addalene 
Lorensen, Lincoln Traffic Department, 
passed away at her home in Weeping Water 
April 16. Funeral services were held in 
Weeping Water on April 18. 
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Four New Associate Editors 


Barbara Churchill Gloria Zier 


Beatrice Rohrer 


Frances Kooniz 


HIS month’s Personalities in the 
News department carries reports 
from four new associate editors which 
we believe sets something of a record 
for the introduction of editorial tim- 
ber. We're happy to welcome them 
to the News family and to present them 
to you, their readers. 


Barbara Churchill has taken over as 
associate editor for the Eastern Dis- 
trict, succeeding Ruth Mays, who re- 
signed to be married. Gloria Zier is 
the new associate editor in the Account- 
ing Department, succeeding Frances 
Clinton. For the Western District we 
have Beatrice Rohrer and for the Engi- 
neering Department, Frances Koontz. 
Miss Rohrer succeeds Goldia Simons, 
who is now in Lincoln as secretary for 
the General Traffic Superintendent. 
We are happy to have the assistance of 
the new editors and wish to thank Miss 
Mays, Miss Clinton and Miss Simons 
sincerely for their excellent reporting. 


WONDER OF THE WORLD. Tele- 
phone, television, radar and other elec- 
trical development are one of the three 
greatest wonders of the world, accord- 
ing to the people of Canada. That’s how 
they voted in a recent survey made by 
the Canadian Institute of Public Opin- 
ion. Atomic energy was the only thing 
to rank ahead of the telephone and 
allied developments. 
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Dan Smith, the Pawnee City darkhorse , —_ 
: sad ai ; ee Oe ae The Western district took team honors. lis members (seated) 
anmexed Ie bowling singles was pte Wn ae, were Floyd Crewdson; Smick’ Williams; Bob Clifford-scorer'; 
Tom Hedges, Ralph Wait and George Burt. . Stand! pre them 
is the Central district team composed of Ed Dulin; Beoric Wanek; 
Clem Bottorff; Roy Mills and Howard Spahnie. 
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Charles Connors (left) new table tennis singles champ 
receives congratulations from runner-up bay Henderson. 
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_ Inanice bitof acting 
| Phyllis Jones registers 
her grief at losing the 
| 4 ladies singles finals 
@ match to Caroline 
Becker (right) who 
| fries toconsole her. 
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A host of brand new champions were crowned in the | - “Smick’ Williams, 
bowling and table tennis tournaments of last month. On Stromsburg, displays 
Sunday, April 2, the Company’s first territory-wide bowl- 7 _ the form which won 
ing get-together was staged at Bowl-Mor Lanes in Lincoln. —' him the all-events 7 
The idea for a one-day championship tournament origin- » trophy. 7 7 om - 7 3 
ated with Harlan Gillespie of Beatrice. From the response | a8 a Si. ny  -_ the Sastera dictrict foam foakured dabert Kantiss 
: and enthusiasm shown for the event it may well become | q 2 es : | : = / Chris Lyberis, John Backstrom; Chet Harp; 
"ee - aha ae ng f A SICsdAN OS 2 > an annual affair. z oe Ce oe Dia & Guy Seaton, scorer; a ad Harry Goro 
erie by sp clayede ay ee : Zz Dan Smith, who qualified with a 144 pin handicap, — Pas: | — 3 — 3 ‘ia : 
inthe doubles’ championship match a : stood alone at the top in singles play with his fat 686 score. q -_ = —_— ee : ; | 
Pere REG Harlan Gillespie teamed with Lloyd Oglesby, of Wy more, 
uid to take the doubles tournament with 1194 pins, and the 
all-events title went to Smick Williams, Stromsburg, who 
scored 636, 587 and 624 to reach the astronomical total of 
1847. The “West End” rolled a series of 2968, which stood 
up for first place in five-man events. Thus the boys from 
the territory shut out the Lincoln bowlers entirely in the 
first championship tournament, a happening which has all 


the makings of a first class vendetta to run on down 
through the years. 


The table tennis championship matches were played off 
on Friday, April 21, and nary a one of last year’s winners 
survived the evening. Charles Connors, who lost in the 1949 
finals to Carl Abl, defeated Gay Henderson for the men’s 
singles trophy after Gay had knocked both Ahl and Bob 
Clifford, former champions, from the elimination bracket. 
Caroline Becher won in the finals from Phyllis Jones to be- 
come champion in ladies’ singles. She replaces Virginia 
Perry who won the title last year. Carl Ahl and Bob Clif- 
ford beat Bob Stall and Charles Connors to recapture the 
| me doubles trophy. Virginia Perry and Phyllis Jones nosed out | ) al ; a» & . 
f £ a, ee 7 | aH ee and sae Zabel ie a os | % | The doubles trophy wen ie . j Harlan Gilles ale a A Lloyd Oglesby 
TE Si eo (occ Leak (ue of ladies’ doubles. Gay Henderson and Darlene Johannes | | tioud Oglesby .WWyumore 3 if i = scorer; and DanSmith. . . 
iy sence. ina te ne tae a ay r "4 | defeated last year’s winners, Roy Mills and Arlene Zabel, oye tease “=e . : 
and Arlene Jabel. i, pT to add their names to the roll of mixed-doubles champions, 
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The Southern district team consisted of Join sp 
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Harlan Gillespie, Beatrice. 
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Brady of the printing service depari- 
Berger Tancoin opened the festival program 
as president of the Lincoln Council of Folk 
and Square Dance Clubs which sponsored the 


event. 


Forty-Niners Well Repre- 
sented at Folk Dance Festival 
pe the most colorful spec- 


tacle to be found in these parts is 
the Folk Dance Festival, which is held 
at the University of Nebraska Coliseum 
each year during the month of April. 
Sponsored by the Lincoln Council of 
Folk and Square Dance Clubs, the fes- 
tival brings together members of the 
20 or more clubs which compose the 
Council into one big dance as the sea- 
son’s grand finale. 

This year, on April 15, more than 
1300 gaily clad dancers filled the 
squares of the Coliseum floor, the ladies 
in flowing print dresses and the men in 
bright shirts and cowboy accessories. 
Seen from the balcony as the mass of 
color broke into hundreds of whirling 
circles or wove about in intricate pat- 
terns, the sight was almost beyond the 
power of description. 

Telephone dancers played a promi- 
nent part in staging and performing in 
the pageant. Harold Brady, of the 
printing service department, as current 
president of the Council, felt the full 
load of responsibility as the many com- 
mittees brought their work together to 
produce the show. The Forty-Niners, 
the telephone employees’ square dance 
group, were well represented on the 
floor while familiar faces from over 
the territory were seen here and there 
among the performers. It was noted 


that the Floyd Crewdsons made the 
journey all the way from Hastings to 
dance at the festival, and the Lloyd 
Clevelands, from York, were also num- 
bered among those present. 


Safe Drivers Are Honored 


HE Lincoln Kiwanis Club last month 
presented 310 certificates to Lin- 
coln commercial drivers who had 
driven without accident for periods 
ranging from one to 18 years. L. T. & T. 
drivers in general had a splendid rec- 
ord with 99 of them represented in the 
group, by far the largest number from 
any one company. 

The Kiwanis presentation was of par- 
ticular interest to Company employees 
this year because Merle M. Hale, gen- 
eral commercial superintendent, is 
president of the club and had the pleas- 
ure of presenting the certificates. This 
is the 18th successive year that the 


awards have been made, the event this 
year being held at a banquet at the 
Chamber of Commerce. 


Employees receiving certificates rep- 
resenting 10 or more years of accident- 
free driving were: 


Eighteen Years 


Art Albers G. O. Seaton 
R. N. Brendle F. M. Strasser 
J. A. Dobbs H. Zimmerman 
C. C. Donley A. C. King 
Seventeen Years 

D. C. Travis 

Sixteen Years 
W. H. Spurlock 

Fifteen Years 
Don Aydelott Bedric Wanek 
J. T. May G. E. Miller 


P. A. Schmeltzer 
Thirteen Years 


R. A. Carlson H. S. Knudson 


R. L. Clinton 
Ten Years 


J. A. McKinzie 


Accident Prevention Meeting At Seward 


The “News” dropped in at the 
Seward office last month and found 
the plant men there in the midst 
of an accident prevention meeting. 
The subject of the discussion which 
was conducted by Arthur Balder- 
son was “Fire Prevention and Con- 
trol.” Mr. Balderson was presenting 
the information to the group with 
the aid of a safety graph which 
was one of a series obtained by the 
Company through the National 
Safety Council. These graphs have 
pictures illustrating the points un- 
der discussion and also include 
facts and information which the 
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person conducting the class may 
use in his instruction. Such acci- 
dent prevention meetings are held 
once a month by plant groups 
throughout the Company’s terri- 
tory. Typical subjects discussed 
are “Proper Use of Tools,” “Stor- 
age of Materials,” “The Protection 
of Eyes,’ “The Use of Ladders,” 
and “The Handling of Heavy Ob- 
jects.” 

The Seward group, left to right, 
are front row: Arthur Balderson, 
Wayne Menze, Welden Duer, Mi- 
chael Danaher, Gerald Shipley and 
Charles Kermoade. Back row: Joe 
Abrams and George Miers. 


Commercial 


Joann Christensen, clerk to cashier, Hastings. 

Myrtle Hiner, teller to advanced clerk, Lin- 
coln. 

Barbara Huston, stenographer to service 
representative, Lincoln. 

Waunda McDowell, clerk to teller, Lincoln. 


Non-Functional 


Barbara Churchill, stenographer, General 
Plant, to junior secretary, Eastern District 
Office. 

Beatrice Rohrer, cashier, Hastings. to junior 
secretary, Western District Office. 


Plant 


J. H. McDowell, switchman to groundman, 
Lincoln Service. 
larence F. Schleufer, COE installer to 
equipment foreman, Hastings. 


Traffic 


Anna Larson, chief operator, Harvard, to 
NA€L operator, Hastings. 

Clarabelle Schroll, advanced clerk to junior 
secretary, General Traffic. 

Goldia Simons, junior secretary Western Dis- 
trict Office to senior secretary, General 


Traffic. 


Peggy Mathis of the Wahoo Traffic De- 
partment became the bride of Sgt. Robert 
Stephens at the First Congregational Church 
in Wahoo on April 2. Mrs. Stephens will 
continue her work. 


Shirley Steiner, Lincoln Traffic Depart- 
ment, and Dwight Morehead were united in 
marriage on March 19 in the chapel of 
Grace Methodist Church in Lincoln. The 
couple will live in Wahoo, where Mrs. More- 
head will transfer her work. 


Ardis Moore, Auburn Traffic Department, 
and Clarence N. Moore, Jr., were married 
on April 8 at Auburn. Mrs. Moore is con- 
tinuing her work. 

The marriage of Meta Rice, operator at 
Hastings, and J. J. Temborius was solemnized 
in the Sacred Heart Church at Fort Madison, 
Iowa, on April 9. Mrs. Temborius has re- 
signed her position. 

Laurine Page of the Superior Traffic De- 
partment became the bride of Vernie Schleif 
on April 16 in the Presbyterian Church at 
Nelson. Mrs. Schleif will continue her work. 

Laurel E. Runyon and Marcus E. John- 
son, Auburn Plant Department, were united 
in marriage March 27 at Oregon, Missouri. 
The couple will reside in Auburn. 

The First Christian Church Parsonage at 
Hastings was the scene of the April 6 wed- 
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ding of Marilyn Wailes, Hastings Traffic 
Department, and James Malone. Mrs. Ma- 
lone will continue her work. 

Bonnie Graham, Beatrice Traffic Depart- 
ment, and Bill Hiatt were married March 
31 at Marysville, Kansas. Mrs. Hiatt is 
continuing her work. 

Mrs. Minnie B. Hart, Lincoln, and R. J. 
Donaldson of the Supply Department, were 
married on May 3. 


A bit of Russian progress that literally had 
Moscow writers bursting into ecstasy was 
the recent headlined report that Russian 
housewives are now able to order their gro- 
ceries by telephone through order desks 
installed in the city’s biggest shops. 
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Benefit Claims Paid 


HE following claims were paid by 

the Telephone Employees Mutual 
Benefit Association during the month 
of April: 

Primary members: Eva Kemper, 
Pleasant Dale Traffic, $268.50; Irene 
Novatny, Fairbury Traffic, $26.50; 
Viva J. Siefert, Lincoln Accounting, 
$172.35: Millie Forst, Lincoln Traffic, 
$53.00. 

Dependents: Mary C. Walker, Lin- 
coln, $33.75; Mrs. C. A. Eggerss, Lin- 
coln, $33.75; John R. Keogh, Hastings, 
D25.20. 
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Service Birthdays 
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Forty-Seven Years 
George J. Woods (Director), Mark W. 
Woods (Director), Lincoln. 
Thirty-Six Years 
G. W. Hansen, Lincoln. 
Thirty-Five Years 
J. H. Hartley, H. G. White, Lincoln. 
Thirty-Four Years 
R. S. Baldwin, G. C. Mann, Otto Nel- 
sen, C. G. Riedel, Lincoln. 
Thirty Years 
Laura L. Sires, Lincoln. 


. HH H. G. White . : 
24 ie a Lincoln Twenty-Nine Years 
35 Years 35 Years J. L. Baxter, W. J. Knudson, C. F. Peach- 


man, Lincoln. 


Twenty-Eight Years 
Ivan Paddock, Lincoln. 


Twenty-Six Years 
T. B. Chinnock, Lincoln; Irene Swan, 
David City. 
Twenty-Five Years 
W. K. Eno, L. C. Jenkins, M. H. Metcalf, 
Lincoln; Hilda Johanns, Plattsmouth: R. E. 
Wait, Hastings. 
Twenty-Three Years 
Minnie I. Allen, Lincoln: H. O. Gillespie, 


Beatrice. 
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Twenty-Two Years 


Laura L. Sires We K. ai Act ‘ 
Lincoln incoln . L. Johnson, Ja ‘ ; 
30 Years 25 Years J James E. Smith, Lincoln. 


Twenty-One Years 
Moreane Alldritt, E. J. Flowerday, Has- 
tings; R. E. Mills, W. T. Nyden, Lincoln. 
Nineteen Years 
Alethea Schulling, Lincoln. 


Seventeen Years 
Verna Alexander, Lincoln. 
Sixteen Years 
L. W. Cleveland, York: Almyra M. Met- 
calf, Lincoln. 
Fifteen Years 
Rolland R. Winders, Lincoln. 


Thirteen Years 
P. J. Garvey, Lincoln. 


L. C. Jenkins M. H. Metcalf 
Lincoln Lincoln 
25 Years 25 Years 


| Twelve Years 
Erika Headman, Stromsburg. 


Hilda Johanns R. E. Wait Rolland R. Winders 
Plattsmouth Hastings Lincoln 
25 Years 25 Years 15 Years 
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Nine Years 
Mary Ormand, Lincoln. 


Eight Years 
Jacob Albrandt, Paul Henson, Lincoln. 


Seven Years 
Betty I. Beebe, Osceola; M. J. Brandt, 
Beatrice; R. B. Hobson, Viola O. Clough, 
Lincoln; H. E. Olsen, Wahoo. 


Six Years 
Rosalie Carlson, Lincoln; Dorothy Brandt, 
Beatrice. 
Five Years 
Luella M. Buck, Ashland; Lois Capron, 
Norma Chrastil, C. R. Stock, Georgia R. 
Story, D. C. Weaver, Lincoln; J. D. Durr, 
Nebraska City; Wm. L. Eckles, Jr., Tecum- 
seh; Margaret Gerlaff, Hastings; Shirley M. 
Koehler, Osceola; Pauline Portschy, Beatrice. 


Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Roller are the 
proud parents of a son, born April 30. Tom 
is a member of the Construction Department 
at Lincoln. 

“It’s a boy” is what Bill Eckles, switch- 
boardman at Tecumseh, said as he passed 
the cigars. The new addition, James Patrick, 
made his appearance April 5. 


Mills Elected Head 
of Square Dance Group 


HE “Forty-Niners,” the employees’ 
square dance group, brought their 
season to a successful close on Monday, 
April 17, by staging a guest night, and 
by spending the balance of their treas- 
ury for food and prizes. The club was 
able to complete its project of giving 
12 dances during the season for the 
initial charge of $5.00 per membership. 
The use of the general office club room 
in lieu of a rented hall was a large fac- 
tor in the economy of the club’s 
operation. 

Officers elected for the coming sea- 
son are: Roy Mills, president; Ray Clin- 
ton, vice president; Bedric Wanek, 
treasurer, and Virginia Perry, secre- 
tary. Mr. Wanek and Mrs. Perry held 
the same offices during the season just 
past, 


Sd ¢ 
Eastern. District 
Barbara Churchill, Associate Editor 
David City Area 
Vivian Dee, Correspondent 

A ten o’clock steak supper was held at 
the City Cafe in honor of Gloria Humlicek, 
who is moving to Dallas, Texas. Gifts 
were presented to her and to Irene Allen 
who is being married. . . . Misses Irene 
Swan, Merna Stewart, Camilla Selzer, 
Leola Heins, Monica Beringer, and Mar- 
garet Cornell attended the Ice Capades 
in Omaha. . .. Mr. McKinzie and Mr. 
Andrews were recent visitors. . . . They 
are here again, what??—-why, vacations of 
course. Donna Wilson is the first to start 
us off. 

Nebraska City Area 
Nellie Burbee, Correspondent 

Our Chief Operator, Miss Bader, at- 
tended the piano recital of her niece, Caryl 
Bader, at Northwestern University in 
Evanston, Illinois. . . . Two of our former 
operators, Elaine Garreans and Betty De- 
shong became mothers, both had boys... . 
Gwen Earl has had her share of bad luck. 
She received burns on her hand, while 
carrying out the stove, when her house was 
on fire and the night before, while roller 
skating, banged up her knee. What next, 
Gwen? ... Cleora Robbins spent two days 
in St. Joe, Missouri, visiting friends. . . 
A bridal shower was held at Marjorie Har- 
rah’s home April 2 in honor of Mary Ellen 
Drennen. She was married April 14 at 
Colorado Springs, Colorado. Marjorie was 
maid of honor. We all wish Mary Ellen 
lots of happiness. . We were all very 
sorry to hear about former operator Ar- 
lene Kehr’s one and a half year old boy 
drowning. . . . Marjorie Harrah and Betty 
Christensen are on their vacations. ..- - 
Violet Peterson fell and sprained her ankle 
last week. She’s limping along fine... . 
Betty Christensen was home several days 
with the strep throat. ... Mrs. Sybella 
Kempkes, grandmother of Bertha Royal, 
Syracuse operator, passed away April 31 
at the age of 80. Services were held at the 
St. Leo Catholic Church, Palmyra, on May 
3. Mrs. Kempkes had 50 grandchildren 
and 53 great grandchildren. ... Mrs. Fisher 
spent a week end in Topeka, Kansas, visit- 
ing her folks. . . . Mrs. Poggameyer has 
moved to a new apartment just one-half 
block from the office. ... Jeanne Vest also 
moved into a new apartment... . Birthdays 


celebrated this month were Mrs. Cletes, 
Mrs. Fisher, Mrs. Steckley, and Mrs. 
Tackett. A party was held for Mrs. Tackett 


at Mrs. Komma’s home. We hear 
“Pete” can really bake a chocolate cake. 
... Mary Niccoli spent a week end in Falls 
City. . . . Several of the girls have at- 
tended the Ice Capades and also saw the 
Ink Spots on the stage in Omaha... . Vis- 
itors of the month were Miss Metcalf, Mr. 
McKinzie, and students from the Maple 
Grove school and St. Mary’s Academy... . 
Visiting Mrs. Clites’ home is her daughter 
and family from Portland, Oregon. ... 
Mr. and Mrs. Ernst attended the Lions 
Convention in Fremont. . . . Our switch- 
boardman, Max Jenkins, took a two weeks 
course in teletype at Grand Island. 
Wearing a sun tan early in the season is 
Mrs. Sperry. This she received while plant- 
ing her garden. . . . Former operator Max- 
ine Stiles and baby, David Keith, from 
Vancouver, Washington, visited our office. 
Coming to work with swollen jaws 
were Rowena Allen and Katy Owens. The 
cause—toothaches, so they said. 


Seward Area 
Helen Norwood, Correspondent 


The Traffic Department had a farewell 
party for Rita Miller at the home of Mar- 
jorie Hinze. Rita has resigned to go into 
the Airlines. The evening was spent play- 
ing Canasta. She received a musical jewel 
box from the gang. Good luck to you, Rita, 
in your new undertaking. Flash bulb pic- 
tures were taken of the group. ... Eleanore 
Schutz spent the week end at Elwood, Ne- 
braska, visiting her parents. . . . Recently 


= 
celebrating her birthday was Beata Merz 
and she treated the gang. . . . Putting in 
100 additional lines were Perry Caldwell 
and Al Ager from Lincoln. Al treated the 
gang to coffee and rolls in observance of his 
wedding anniversary. We’ll enjoy having 
you back, Al. . . . There’s been a certain 
lovely gal in the Traffic Department dis- 
playing a diamond, third finger, left hand. 
What about it, Babe? We all indeed wish 
you the best of luck. Laura Douty 
and Babe Kapke attended a R.N.A. Lodge 


state convention at York April 19, also a 
meeting at Fairmont on April 26. 


Wahoo Area 
Mae Meduna, Correspondent 


Vacations will be the main topic of dis- 
cussion now and the Traffic Department 
started off with a bang this month. Har- 
riett Smith was the first to start with a 
trip to Iowa. Arlene Johnson spent 
ten days in Chicago and Stevens Point, 
Wisconsin, visiting relatives. . . . Elaine 
Tharp left for a thirty day vacation to 
visit relatives in Seattle, Washington. .. . 
Our manager, Ed Dorland, will be streak- 
ing down the highway in his new “Rocket 
88,” of which he is very proud. ... Our 
chief operator-cashier at Cedar Bluffs, Mrs. 
McKinzey, thinks she has had her dose of 
bad luck. Following a serious operation in 
March at the Community Hospital, she 
was recuperating at her sister’s home in 
Omaha but became ill the second time 
and now finds herself back in the hospital. 
We hope not for long and that she will be 
back on her job as good as new. 


General Offices and 


Central District 
Accounting Department 


Gloria Zier, Associate Editor 


Viva June Siefert underwent an opera- 
tion for appendicitis. We hope she will 
have a speedy recovery and will be back 
with us soon. ... While spading the back 
vard recently Johnny Backstrom found a 
Mexican dollar and since then all of his 


One of the visitors at the Pawnee City open 
house last month was Rosalie Stewart, former 
operator there who is now with the traffic 
department at Fairbury. Rosalie also was a 
correspondent for the News at Pawnee City. 
Shown with her at left is her grandmother, 
Mrs. Rosa Horalek. 


spare time is spent digging in the yard, 
hoping to find more of the same... . Alta 
Wagner spent the week end visiting her 
sister at Hardy, Nebraska... . Dick Hansen 
flew to Des Moines, Iowa, April 6th, to 
attend a political meeting. He reports hav- 
ing a very nice time. ... M. W. Franklin 


also spent a week end in Iowa. .. . Gerry 
Wert took a week of her vacation and 
traveled to various parts of Nebraska. She 
spent a few days in Tecumseh, visiting 
Helen Goit Krause, a former Accounting 
Department employee. ... Mary and Ken 
Boshart made a trip to their cabin at South 
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Two Lincoln plant employees 
reached the important forty-year 
service milestone during April and 
were separately presented with 
their diamond-set service pins by 
F. E. Behm, general plant superin- 
tendent. Carl Keester, who is shown 
receiving his emblem in the photo- 
graph above, outranks Henry Zim- 
merman in length of service by the 
short span of 18 days. 

Carl was only a boy when he be- 
gan work as a storeroom helper on 
April 4, 1910. In the two-score in- 
tervening years he has held posi- 
tions as warehouseman; local store- 
keeper; shopman; combinationman; 
manager, Beaver Crossing; mana- 
ger, Gresham; combinationman, 
York; extra-first-class and merit 
combinationman, Lincoln. Illness 
forced his transfer from the “out- 
side” forces in October, 1948, and 


Keester and Zimmerman Receive 40 


Year Pins 


since that time he has worked as 
tester in the Lincoln plant depart- 
ment. Witnessing the presentation 
are C. C. Donley, R. M. Cleveland, 
L. G. Saunders and G. O. Seaton. 

Henry Zimmerman is shown in 
the lower picture, being congratu- 
lated by Mr. Behm. He dates his 
telephone service from April 22, 
1910. His entire telephone career 
has been spent in Lincoln where 
he has held successively the posts 
of shopman, inspector, combina- 
tionman and merit combination- 
man. Like so many others, Henry 
expressed amazement at the speed 
in which the forty years have flown. 
Standing behind the participants in 
the pin presentation are G. O. Sea- 
ton, M. C. Walker, G. P. Barney, 
L. G. Saunders, M. M. Hale, L. P. 
Young, C. C. Donley and P. A. 
Schmeltzer. 


Bend. . . . Frances Clinton, Pat Laymon, 
Jane Spohn and Belva Viox attended the 
“Ice Follies” in Omaha several weeks ago. 
... Frances Clinton enjoys coming to work 
each morning now that she rides in her 
dad’s new shiny Ford. . . . Anybody who 
would like to have some plastering done 
in their home, cheap, should call upon 
Bob Ross. We are sure that he would be 
glad to do it in his spare time. It seems 
Bob had a room with a lot of loose plaster 
so he removed all the plaster from the wall 
and re-plastered it. After finishing what 
he thought was a beautiful job, it all 
checked on him so Bob got out his plaster- 
ing tools and went at it again. One of 
these days he will learn to leave well 
enough alone. We hope. 


Commercial Department 


Lincoln Business Office 
Myrtle Hiner, Associate Editor 


Little Willie Allen arrived at the home 
of Mr. and Mrs. William Swisher on April 
10. Mrs. Swisher will be remembered as 
a former clerk in our office. . . . We are 
happy to report that LaVonne Joosten is 
making great strides toward recovery after 
an operation. . . . Our football hero, Ralph 
Damkroger, is to be “Professor” Dam- 
kroger at Arapahoe High School this next 
school year. Congratulations, Ralph... .- 
Bill Quinn attended the Junior Chamber 
of Commerce State Convention at North 
Platte, April 22 to 24. Bill was chairman 
of the awards committee and came home 
with a new title of vice president. Con- 
gratulations, Bill. . . . Lee Schlentz spent 
a few days vacation helping his parents 
celebrate their golden wedding anniver- 
sary. Lee drove his parents to Mankato, 
Minnesota, to be with his sister for the 
special occasion. . . . Alice Fender spent a 
week end in Ames, Iowa, visiting her sis- 
ter who is attending college in Ames... . 
Bob Hale is being initiated into his new 
job of collecting pay stations. ... We will 
be telling you next month about our spring 
picnic which is being planned for May 10. 


Engineering Department 
Frances Koontz, Associate Editor 


Vic Musselman started off the vacation 
season by taking a week of his vacation. 
He is spending it at home—resting. 
Jerry Schlieger came to work one Mon- 
day barely able to put one foot in front 
of the other. He stayed on a horse too 
long. He reports that the horse felt pretty 
bad too. It was the first outing for both 
of them this season. . The fishermen 
are ready with their new added equipment 
and bait but the weather is against them 
each week end. Fair and warmer weather 
will bring out the fish stories. . . . Mr. 
Lyne’s finger is improving after smashing 
it while doing his spring carpenter work. 


Supply Department 


Florence Tatman, Associate Editor 


Vacationers this month were Ray Sher- 
man, who stayed at home; and Bob Don- 
aldson. Wedding bells rang for Bob, as 


is reported under “Happiness Ahead.” He 
was so very quiet about his vacation plans 
that we were almost sure he had some such 
important event coming up. Mrs. Donald- 
son has two sisters in the telephone fam- 
ily, Mrs. G. A. Foster, whose husband, 
“Swede,” is in the Construction Depart- 
ment, and Mrs. J. A. Schellenberg, whose 
husband is a Construction Department 
lineman. Good luck and much happiness, 
Bob and Mrs. Donaldson. . . . Oscar Lewis 
has the cast off his broken hand and is 
able to be at work again, after several 
weeks’ absence. We are glad to see you 
back again, Oscar. ... Mr. and Mrs. 
Strasser attended Nebraska Engineering 
Society meetings in Omaha on Saturday, 
May 6, and visited in Griswold, Iowa, on 
Sunday, May 7. Recent visitors in- 
clude Harve Colvin and Bert Huddleston. 
Mr. Colvin is now living in Beaver Cross- 
ing. . . . Bert keeps himself as busy as 
a bee with his many and varied activities. 
We hear tell that he is to be the keeper 
at a stocked fishing pond this summer— 
one of those places where a stated fee 
buys you the privilege of fishing and some- 
times a guarantee of some results. If your 
plans materialize, B. H., you can be look- 
ing for some of your old associates! 


Traffic Department 
Lincoln Operating Department 
Mary Ormand, Associate Editor 


Ina Ozenbaugh, accompanied by her son 
and sister, spent a week end with relatives 
in Scottsbluff. . . . Lillian Campbell was 
hostess to a birthday party at her home 
in honor of Gladys Trumble and Doris 
Murphy. . . . Ruth Turner is really thor- 
ough about studying recipes before making 
good things to eat and when she baked 
cookies recently, she did just that, so she 
says “Why were they big as plates?” In 
Plain words it said “roll them and cut 
them,” so Ruth, we hear, rolled the entire 
dough in a mass about as big as a loaf of 
bread and sliced and baked it! . . . Maur- 
ine Harter visited at her home in Beaver 
Crossing recently. . . . Vacationers include 
Virginia Hunt, who visited her home in 
Kentucky; Alice Munson, Grand Island; 
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Nevin Honored By Telephone Pioneers 


Charles S. Nevin, who recently 
retired from the Lincoln plant de- 
partment, sat as guest of honor at 
a dinner given by officers of the 
Casper E. Yost Chapter at the Hotel 
Cornhusker on April 13. Other Lin- 
coln members of the Yost Chapter 
as well as officers of the Frank H. 
Woods Chapter of the Independent 
Pioneers were also invited. The 
purpose of the gathering was to 
present Mr. Nevin with a life mem- 
bership certificate in the Telephone 
Pioneers of America, of which the 
Yost Chapter is a unit. 


Clockwise around the table the 


guests include: Clayton Liebhart, 
L. A. Stacy and W. E. Bell, Lincoln; 
Fred Dunham, Omaha; Max Walk- 
er, A.B. Smith and Mr. Nevin, Lin- 
coln; E. A. Hoagland and James 
Bradley, Omaha; Archie Graham, 
Denver; Chauncey Eggerss, Lin- 
coln; A. L. Turner, Omaha; F. E. 
Behm, Lincoln, and T. E. Longdon, 
Fairbury. 

Mr. Hoagland is president of the 
Casper E. Yost Chapter, Mr. Turner 
past-president, Mr. Bradley vice 
president and Mr. Dunham secre- 
tary-treasurer. Mr. Longdon is 
president of the Frank H. Woods 
Chapter. 


Berdina Rau, Grand Island; Kennetha Perry, 
New Orleans and Little Rock; Betty 
Reinsch, Geneva; Kathryn and Rose Guil- 
foyle, Grand Island; Betty Walsh, McCook; 
Mary Ann Moiker, Fremont; Marilyn Maly 
and Marline Belisle in Chicago. Also on 
vacation are Anita Luzum, Irene Schwartz, 
Millie Raymond and Imogene Baldwin... . 
Mary Ellen, daughter of Francis and Doro- 
thy Darnold, participated in the annual 
spelling bee sponsored by the Knights of 
Columbus. .. . Minnie Allen, being in the 
mood for entertaining because of the day, 
which she hadn’t mentioned was her birth- 
day, invited some of the girls to her home 
for ice cream and cake. The girls, all wise, 
came laden with a birthday gift for her. 

. New diamonds include Cecilia Swift, 
Gertrude King, Barbara Benson and Arlene 
Zabel. . . . Georgia Smith, assistant chief 
operator, has purchased a new home at 
335 North 30th Street, and is busily get- 
ting settled. Helen Draughon plans 
to leave with her husband in July for 
Germany. Dr. Droughon has_ recently 
joined the Armed Forces. ... Mary Clipson 


Your News editors drove through the com- 
fortable little town of Pickrell last month and 
while there enjoyed a visit with the chief 
operator-cashier, Mrs. Luella Ledbetter. Mrs. 
Ledbetter has been with the Company four 
years and does a fine job of giving service 
to her subscribers. The board was recently 
removed at Davey following the dial conver- 
Sion there, rebuilt at the Lincoln shop and 
installed at Pickrell. 
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is pondering what to do about the alarm 
clock when two girls share it as well as 
the room and go to work at different hours. 
She was late to work one morning because 
her room-mate, Lois Meyers, set it for a 
later hour when she would have to get up, 
forgetting Mary’s shift—and speaking of 
alarm clocks, Ella Hansen is wondering to 
this day what happened the day she set 
the alarm to awaken her for attendance at 
an afternoon party, after working all night. 
Either she didn’t hear it—or it didn’t go off, 
but which was it? ... Janet, daughter of 
Gladys Trumble, sang in a duet “The Blue 
Skirt Waltz” on Fleda’s Kiddie Show, which 
is heard Saturdays on radio station KFOR. 

. . Amelia Christopher is vacationing in 
Philadelphia, Pa., visiting her son... If 
Helen Droughon ever offers to take anyone 
anyplace, they can expect to be gone for 
a while. One afternoon she went to Have- 
lock to pick up Gladys Trumble to go to 
21st and Sumner Streets for a party. The 
first thing Gladys knew they were clear 
out south in College View, and upon in- 
quiry was informed by Helen that she had 
to get on Sheridan Boulevard before she 
could find her way any place. They finally 
arrived at the party, after taking a long, 
circuitous route. ... Hattie Staley is vaca- 
tioning at her home... . If you happen in 
the neighborhood of Virginia Stiles’ house 
and hear loud talking, we wish to inform 
you it is Virginia’s pet parrot, which is 
quite adept in the art of conversation, and 


awakening everyone in the early hours of 
. . The Davey community 


the morning. 
turned out 200 strong on Thursday, April 27, 
to pay tribute to Florence Arbogast, and to 


extol the favors and services received, indi- 


vidually and collectively, by young and old, 
in the years she worked at the exchange 


switchboard. Miss Arbogast retired from 


active employment with the cutover of 
the Davey exchange in March. The gather- 
ing was held at the Davey Community 
House, and a carefully arranged and tal- 
ented program was enjoyed by all in at- 
tendance. L. P. Young, general traffic 
superintendent, represented the Company, 
complimenting Florence and her _ work. 
At the conclusion of his remarks he pre- 
sented her with two dozen red roses. Others 
who made the trip from Lincoln were C. C. 
Donley, G. O. Seaton, A. B. Waters, M. C. 
Walker, Florence Tatman, Dorothy Lefler, 
Huldah Gessner and Grace Hauschild. The 
four ladies represented the Frank H. Woods 
Pioneer Chapter, of which Miss Arbogast 
is now a life member. 


General Traffic & Cafeteria 
Jeanne Hueppelsheuser, Associate Editor 


The biggest news in our department this 


month should probably -appear under 
“Blessed Events.” However, just to be dif- 
ferent we’ll keep it for our very own. Since 
our last writing, Dick Hobson’s family has 
enlarged from five to a total of sixteen!!! 
Itemization: Mrs. Hobson, Mr. Hobson, two 
small boys, 6 very small boy puppies, 5 very, 
very small girl puppies and mother. Con- 
gratulations, Dick! . . . Our Miss Metcalf 
was without her poise—but briefly. Here’s 
how the story goes. Myra was so entranced 
with the beauty of the hotel room she 
obtained in Pawnee City that she insisted 
on Mrs. Combs viewing her find. While 
Irene patiently watched, Myra found her 
key, unlocked the door and with great en- 
thusiasm grasped the knob and gave the 
door a big jerk. Yes, you guessed it. Myra 
wound up flat on the floor and with no 
sympathy from Irene who, by that time, 
was bursting with laughter. . .. Mary Tice 
of the Cafeteria has been ill for several 
days. Hope you’re better, Mary, and hurry 
back. We miss you. ... Your correspond- 
ent was greatly honored by the farewell 
party and lovely gift of sterling given by 
members of the General Traffic Depart- 
ment. Thanks so much. ... Miss Goldia 


The Adkins Are Honored by Telephone Friends 


Mr. and Mrs. Fred Adkins were 
guests of honor on April 28 at a 
dinner in Grand Island given by 
employees of Clay Center, Harvard 
and Sutton. The occasion was given 
as an expression of friendship and 
well wishes to Mr. Adkins who re- 
tired on pension May 1. 

Guests of the group were Dis- 
trict Manager and Mrs. John Spady 
and D. C. Wilson of Hastings. Mrs. 
Adkins was presented with a beau- 
tiful corsage of pink carnations sur- 
rounded by pink rose buds and Mr. 
Adkins was given a billfold. Ex- 
change Manager Jack Mankamyer 


was toastmaster and Mr. Spady 
spoke briefly. The group is pic- 
tured above. Left to right, front 
row: Mrs. Adkins and Mr. Adkins; 
second row: Mrs. John Spady, Mr. 
Spady, D. C. Wilson, Mrs. Max Dil- 
lon, Mrs. Alfred Bieck and Miss 
Norma Nuss; third row: Mrs. C. A. 
Salisbury, Miss Clara Heinz, Mrs. 
Eddie Fuehrer, Mrs. Edward Hop- 
pens, Mrs. Jack Mankamyer, Mrs. 
Ira Fishback, Mrs. Arthur Cassell 
and Mr. Ira Fishback; fourth row: 
Duane Grove, C. A. Salisbury, 
Edith Schlieger, Eddie Fuehrer, 
Edward Hoppens, Jack Mankamyer 
and Arthur Cassell. 


Simons from Hastings is taking over the 
duties in the “front office” and has “vol- 
unteered” to keep you posted on the news. 


Southern. District 


Christine Mason, Associate Editor 
Auburn Area 
Florence Fruehling, Correspondent 

The Traffic Department had a handker- 

chief shower honoring Stella Clark’s birth- 

day on April 13. ... Marjorie Strange is 

sporting a diamond... . May Perry has re- 

turned from her vacation which was spent 

at home visiting with her brother, who 

was home from Japan. ... Marcus Johnson 

has also returned from his vacation, during 
which time he was married. 


Beatrice Area 
Polly Hergott and Anna Menninga, Correspondents 
Spring and vacation time seem to go 
together. Hattie Elmshaeuser spent a pleas- 
ant week in Minneapolis, Minnesota, vis- 
iting her brother and family; and Helen 
Meents is spending part of her vacation in 


Lincoln. . . . Mr. and Mrs. John Brock- 
meyer spent a week end in Omaha visiting 
relatives. ... Polly Hergott spent a week’s 


vacation visiting her parents at Gilead and 
her brother at Orleans. . . . Bob Dicken- 
man, who is a student at Creighton Uni- 
versity in Omaha spent Easter week end 
visiting with his folks, Mr. and Mrs. Charles 
Dickenman. ... Frank Nevitt spent a week 
end fishing at Lake McConaughy. 


Fairbury Area 
Velda Schipper, Correspondent 

It seems like vacations have already 
started here. Florence Herman spent her 
vacation moving from town to the country. 
Nothing like good ol’ farm life. Martha 
Vcluek is also spending her vacation on 
the farm at home. .. . Eileen Aubert spent 
a few days in Clay Center visiting her 
sister and family. . . . The measles just 
couldn’t seem to pass up our office so it 
picked Emilie Bleich as its victim. 
Rosalie Stewart spent the week end in 
Pawnee City. .. . Viola Dunn, chief oper- 
ator, spent the week end at home and she 
also went fishing but said she didn’t have 
any luck catching anything. .. . Mrs. Schenk 
attended the wedding of her niece at Glad- 
stone. .. . Patty Lawson spent a week end 
at Bruning visiting her parents. . . . Dorcas 
Slater visited her daughter and family in 
Lincoln. 

Tecumseh Area 
Mary Kalin, Correspondent 

Goldie Thompson held a family dinner 
for her mother, Mrs. Whitehead, who cele- 
brated her 96th birthday. Goldie’s brother, 
Sid Whitehead, from Denver, visited her 
the first of April... . The Commercial and 
Traffic girls attended a miscellaneous 
shower for Alice Johnson, who is soon to 
be married. . Lela Watson and Viola 
Dunn, chief operators from Beatrice and 
Fairbury, respectively, were visitors in the 
local office April 14. ... Bill Eckles, Dave 
Guthrie, and Bill Wolf took it upon them- 
selves to have a steak supper. We have 
only their word for it that the food (which 
they actually cooked themselves) was “out 


of this world.” . . . Henri Goracke and her 
family had a special guest at their home at 
Easter. She was Maria Theresa Montes and 
her home is in El Salvador in Central Amer- 
ica. Miss Montes and Henri’s sister, Dar- 
lene, were enjoying a vacation from their 
school studies at Mount St. Scholastica in 
Atchison, Kansas. . . . Mary Kalin was in 
Hamburg, Iowa, over the week end. 
Unsuspecting Edna Ragon made her way 
to the supply room—too late did she realize 
that the floor had been freshly painted, and 
poor Edna found herself helpless in sticky 
paint. 


Western District 


Beatrice Rohrer, Associate Editor 
Geneva-Hebron Area 


Verna Dankenbring, Correspondent 


On March 30 a group of students from 
the Junior High School at Belvidere were 
visitors at the Hebron office. A group of 
Girl Scouts of Hebron also toured the 
office on April 18. Margaret Bethscheider, 
chief operator, and Ernie Wellman ex- 
plained the various departments to the 
groups. . . . Mary Boyce is the first one 
to break the ice and start on a ten day 
trip to Ohio to visit relatives. The only 
thing bad about vacations—they have to 
end. 

Hastings Area 
Peggy Bexten, Correspondent 


Rumors are flying and they are not deny- 
ing them. Seems that Marjorie Bebersee, 
Peggy Bexten and Colleen Kort will be 
married in the near future. Congratulations, 
girls. ... A new definition for “PO” came 
from a local subscriber. When asked what 
number he was speaking from, his answer 
was “Post Office Box 57.” This seems a 
little hard to believe. . . . Lauretta Ein- 
spahr is spending her vacation with her 
parents in Holstein, Nebraska. Nothing 
like plenty of home cooked meals, is there 
Lauretta? The Omaha Ice Capades 
was very much enjoyed by Audrey Ransom, 
Gerry Paulson and Moreanne Alldritt last 
week end. Our Miss Pat Harkins seems 
very happy since her last trip to Colorado. 
Guess her trip was successful. 

Superior Area 


LuEtta Braun, Correspondent 


Hazel Rust tangled with the patrolman 
the other day. Reason: no driver’s license 
and only one tag. . . . Geraldeen Williams 
moved into a brand new house this month. 
We are all thrilled for you, Gerry....A 
new face in the Traffic Department is that 
of Betty Saathoff. Welcome Betty. 
Mary Ann Robinson started the roller 
skating season with a bang, and we do 
mean bang! No bones broken, only in- 
jured pride. .. . Nyla Edgar has been ill 
with pneumonia. Clarinda Lake has been 
on the sick list too. ... We think the girls 
in the Commercial Office have the best 
point of view of the departing wife when 
the husband brings her to work. The other 
day Mrs. Evelyn Huffman’s husband for- 
got the required goodbye kiss and made a 
Dagwood dash and caught her just before 


June, 19397. 


Sent. ,1943 


3 


a 


5 to July 4, 1950 


The next few weeks may be the most 
important in your life 


May 15th to July 4th marks the U. S. 
Treasury’s Independence Drive. In those 
7 weeks, you can lay the groundwork for 
making your fondest dreams come true. 


The next decade will be one of the 
greatest America has ever seen. The op- 
portunity of a lifetime will come to mil- 
lions of Americans. 


she came into the building. Need we say 
more???? One day last week Betty 
Webber grabbed a coat and was at the 
bottom of the stairs when she realized it 
wasn’t hers. We wonder if she was in a 
hurry to get home to her 9,000 (more or 
less) onion sets. ... Starting April 17, the 
Commercial Office has remained open dur- 
ing the noon hour. 


Sutton Area 
Norma Nuss, Correspondent 

Anna Larson, former chief operator at 
Harvard, has been transferred to Hastings. 
Mrs. Phyllis Bieck is taking her place. ... 
Martha Hoppens is on a two week vaca- 
tion which started April 17. Faye Yost will 
work relief while Miss Hoppens is on her 
vacation. 
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Contributed by this magazine in co-operation with the Magazine 
Publishers of America as a public service. 


Don’t let your opportunity pass be- 
cause you were unable to grab it! 

If you are not now buying U.S. Savings 
Bonds automatically through the Payroll 
Savings Plan, this is the time to begin. 
If you are, sign up for extra bonds. Sign 
up and buy up all you can. That golden 
opportunity in the 50’s may be the ‘one 
in a lifetime’’ for you—be ready for it! 
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York-Osceola Area 


Helen Garner, Correspondent 


With the arrival of Spring, they say a 
young man’s fancy turns to thoughts of 
love. The old adage holds true in this 
vicinity at least. Two young men have 
claimed Hila Shapland and Bonna Wright 
by presenting them with lovely diamond 
rings. Best of luck, girls... . Velma Gar- 
lock is unfortunately spending these nice 
Spring days in the York General Hospital. 
She recently underwent an appendectomy. 
She seems in very good spirits in view of 
the fact that her birthday occurred at the 
same time. With the help of the nice cards 
and lovely flowers she has received, Velma 
should be back with us again soon. We 
sincerely hope so. 
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IRBY BUMPED ALUNG- COMPLAINING ABOUT THE ROADS -FOR MANY MILES WHILE 
ON A TRIP To GENEVA. IT FINALLY OCCURRED 10 HIM THAT THE JOLTING RIDE 
MIGHT BE CAUSED BY A FLAT TIRE AND GOT OUT FIND IT TRUE. THE 
TIRE WASN'T ONLY FLAT. . IT WAS CUT TO RIBBONS. - 


BILL MORRIS TRADED CARS AGAIN , AND THE 
FIRST MORNING HE DROVE. THE “OLDS" To 
WORK HE CAME DOWN THE STREET PLAYING 
THE RADIO FULL BLAST. IN PARKING FOR 
THE DAY HE FORGOT 10 SHUT IT OFF. EIGHT 
HOURS LATER WHEN HE RETURNED To THE 
CAR THE RHYTHM BAND WAS WORN DOWN TO 
| FAINT PEEP AND THE BATTERY WAS 
STONE DEAD. 


CLARA ANDERSON, CHIEF OPERATOR, POLK , WAS TAKEN FOR 

A RUE BY HER DAUGHTER ONE EVENING AND AFTER SAYING 
THEIR GOODBYES THE CAR PULLED AWAY FROM THE CURB 
BUT NOT FROM CLARA. HER COAT HAD BECOME CAUGHT 
INTHE DOOR. SHE DID A HUNDRED YARDS IN ALMOST 
NOTHING FLAT AS SHE KEPT PACE WITH THE VEHICLE 

FOR NIGH ONTO A BLOCK BEFORE SHE COULD MAKE 
HER PLIGHT KNOWN. 


« A 
MARGIE WHITING , PBX OPERATOR, LINCOLN 
BUSINESS OFFICE THOUGHT SHE HAD HEARD 
SOME STRANGE THINGS IN THE YEARS SHE 
HAS WORN HER HEAD SET, UNTIL THIS 
MESSAGE CAME OVER THE LINE A FEW 
DAYS AGO 


JC Vr ered 
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HARLAN CANE. FIXED HIMSELF UP PRETTILY 
IN THE DRAFTING ROOM ONE AFTERNOON. H 
HAD JUST WASHED HIS FACE AND BALD SP 
AND DRIED THEM ON THE TOWEL AS HE 
GAZED ABOUT THE ROOM— AND THE 
OWEL HAD JUST BEEN USED AS AN 
MERGENCY MOP FOR SOME BLACK 
WATER- COLOR THAT HAD SPILLED ON 
fi DRAWING BOARD. 


WHILE SPADING FOR A GARDEN IN HIS BACK YaRD, 
JOHNNY BACKSTROM, ACCOUNTING, TURNED OVER 
AN ANCIENT MEXICAN DOLLAR. SINCE THAT MOMENT 
ALL HIS SPARE TiME AND EFFORTS HAVE BEEN 
EXPENDED IN DIGGING GREAT, YAWNING HOLES Saas 
ALL OVER THE PLACE. RAR NAA. : 


fl BLACK LIZARD PAPER WEIGHT HAS BEEN A t. AEE IEE 
FIXTURE ON THE LINCOLN RATE DESK SINCE 1923, ee EE 
ELLA HANSON NIGHT CHIEF, HAS SEEN ITA JILLION 
TIMES. A FEW NIGHTS AGO IT ACCIDENTLY GOT 
BETWEEN THE LEAVES OF A RATE BOOK 
AND LATER, WHEN ELLA APPROACHED THE DESK , YG BBS 
ine Cec monte Hon he |T ofa met MEL WD KAM: 
L OTRUO! 0 ON A WINDY DAY, BERNICE MUELLER AND RITA MILLER, 
MIDDLE OF IT. . . HER SHRIEK COULD BE | f SEWARD TRAFFIC, SAW ALADDER BLOW AWAY FROM 
HEARD FOR MILES THE SIDE OF A HOUSE LEAVING A MAN STRANDED ON 
THE ROOF, INTENT ON DOING A GOOD DEED THEY 
ATTACKED THE LADDER , HOPING JO GET IT BACK 
AND RESCUE THE NEIGHBOR IN DISTRESS. . BUT 
AFTER TEN MINUTES OF UNREHEARSED COMEDY 
ROUTINE AND NO PROGRESS WHATEVER- ANOTHER 
CITIZEN CAME BY, GENTLY PUSHED THEM OUT OF 
THE WAY AND S¢T THE LADDER BACK INTO PLACE. 


PAY STATIONS... HE APPROACHED A COIN BOX 


WITH KE¥S IN ONE HAND AND 51UB5 INTHE 
OTHER. HE HAD To LAY THE STUBS DOWN TO 
OPEN THE BOX AND WHEN HE WENT To 
RETRIEVE THEM , FOUND KE HAD DROPPED 
HEM IN AVERY WATERY GOLDFISH BOWL. 


WELL , DEAN HAMILTON NOW HOLDS 

THE RECORD FOR CARRYING 

DIRTY CAFETERIA DISHES 
THE GREATEST DISTANCE 
BEFORE DISCOVERING 

THEM. DEAN WALKED 
DOWN THE HALL , 
AROUND TWO CORNERS 
AND DOWN THREE 
SERS BEFORE FINDING 
HIS CUP AND SAUCER 
STILL IN HIS 

HAND . 


ov 


AZ CLYDE BURGE, SOUTHERN DISIRICT MANAGER WENT 

RS AY INTO THE BEATRICE POST OFFICE ONE NOON To MAIL 

AAA A LETTER. HE FOLLOWED THE PROPER FORM IN 

AA BUYING A DOLLAR'S WORTH OF STAMPS, SEPARATING 
as ONE OF THEM AND STICKING IT ON THE ENVELOPE . 

| THEN HE PLACED THE LETTER iN HIS 

SOCKET, DROPPED 97 ¢ WORTH OF STAMPS 

INTO THE LETTER-DROP AND WENT ON 

ABOUT HIG BUSINESS. 


—  —_ —_ 
——— 
———— 


ACCORDING TO A LOCAL NEWS ITEM, 
GWEN EARL, NEBRASKA CITY, 
“RECEIVED BURNS ON HER HAND 
WHILE CARRYING OUT THE- 
GIOVE WHEN HER HOUSE WAS 


ON FIRE !" 
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Five persons lost their lives as waters swept over this 


stretch of Highway 77 south of Lincoln. 


| Pa floods came roaring down 
from the hills through the Nemaha 
and Blue Rivers and Salt Creek on May 
8 and 9, following torrential rains 
which ranged up to nine inches at 
some points in southeastern Nebraska. 
The raging waters took the lives of 23 
persons, swept away or flooded many 
homes and business places, and washed 
out bridges, highways and railroads. 
The storm was described in press dis- 
patches as one of the worst disasters 
ever to strike this section of the state. 
Property and crop damage and loss in 
precious top soil ran into many mil- 
lions of dollars. 

From the standpoint of telephone 
service, the areas heaviest hit were in 
the Eastern, Southern and Central dis- 
tricts where telephone service for 2,170 
subscribers was knocked out. Eleven 
towns were isolated from long distance 
telephone communication, two towns 
were completely without service and 
169 poles were washed out. Exchanges 
heaviest hit were DeWitt, Dunbar, Au- 


A forty-foot tree was left balanced on top of a pole 


by the receding flood in the lowlands east of Unadilla. 


burn, Syracuse, Unadilla and Lincoln. 

Auburn reeled under the twin im- 
pacts of a tornado which struck at 
10:10 P. M. on May 8 and the flood 
of the Nemaha River which struck 
with a ten foot wall of water early the 
next morning. Service for 165 sub- 
scribers in town was disrupted by the 
tornado and 230 farm subscribers were 
without telephone communication the 
next day after lines along the path of 
the flood were washed out. Eleven toll 
lines were out. 

The exchange at Brock, a few miles 
west and north of Auburn, was iso- 
lated when a bridge east of the city 
to which toll and farm lines were at- 
tached was washed away. Local service 
was maintained for three days and two 
nights by the use of an emergency 
generator when the power there failed. 

Flood waters at Unadilla, where the 
9 inch rainfall was recorded, washed 
out one-half mile of line west of town 
and a mile and a half east of town, and 
put 95 telephones and several toll lines 


out of service. Miss Hazel West, relief 
operator, was informed of the flood 
danger and worked late into the night 
calling farmers up and down the valley 
to warn them of their danger. All resi- 
dents in this area were able to reach 
points of safety. The community was 
isolated when the lines on both sides 
of town went out under a flood ranging 
up to 18 feet in depth. The following 
day telephone communication was re- 
established by stringing spiral four cable 
across the flooded areas. 

The Unadilla flood, in addition to 
water that fell in the lower valley, 
rushed down through Syracuse where 
many houses in the southwestern part 
of town were washed away or badly 
damaged and 145 telephones were put 
out of service. Elmer Neujahr, ex- 
change manager, and Chief Operator 
Sophia Windels said that persons could 
be heard all through the night in the 
flooded area of town screaming for 
help, but that it was impossible to reach 
them until the water had subsided. Miss 


Windels had left for home at 6:00 P. M. 
but when she heard the cries for help 
and realized the extent of the disaster, 
she returned to the board and, with 
the help of Iona Peiper, Donna Mae 
Lockhart and Bertha Royal, worked un- 
til late that night handling emergency 


calls. Miss Royal had worked ll - 


through the day and continued with- 
out even stopping to eat until 3:00 
the next morning. 


The telephone office at Dunbar was 
in the path of a flood on Wilson Creek 
which sent water up to four feet in 
depth inside the telephone office and 
washed away the garage. Chief Opera- 
tor Edna Neeld and Lydia Bossung were 
on duty and worked until water started 
pouring through the office when they 
were taken to higher ground by three 
men who waded hip deep through the 
street outside to reach them. The ex- 
change there was completely isolated 
and without local service until an 
emergency switchboard was installed. 
Service to most of the 300 telephones 
in the exchange was restored late the 
following day. However, a telephone 
was connected temporarily through a 
toll line to Nebraska City and was used 


Bob Cardwell and Don Williams, cablemen, and Lydia Bossung, 
operator, in the Dunbar central office. Don is pointing to the high 
water mark left on the wall at nearly the four-foot level. 


of the storm. 


for emergency calls. Mrs. Neeld lived 
at the telephone office and all of her 
belongings were either destroyed or 
badly damaged. 

“The Big Mud Pie” was the way 
the Beatrice Sun described the village 
of DeWitt after flood waters had gone 
down and left a thick layer of mud and 
debris over the entire town. DeWitt 
was completely isolated both from tele- 
phone and highway communication and 
was without local telephone service 
when flood waters entered the exchange 
building and covered the floor to a 
depth of about one foot. The next day 
Area Manager George Brock and Dis- 
trict Wire Chief Charles Meshier, with 
L. E. Bosika, L. M. Miller and Leon 
Rezny from Wilber drove to within 1 1/, 
miles of town. Mr. Meshier walked into 
town on the railroad grading, and when 
he was nearly there he saw the other 
four men comfortably seated in two 
army ducks which carried them safely 
to the door of the telephone office. The 
relays on the bottom of the board were 
soaked and 200 feet of a 200-pair un- 
derground cable had to be replaced be- 
fore service could be restored. George 


(Continued on Page 9) 


Auburn suffered double disaster. 
the path of a tornado which ripped through the city at the height 


George Brock and Lloyd Miller gingerly tre24 the siqewalks 


This picture shows part of 


With our toll cable endangered selring 
bridge on North 14th Street, Linesin oomen 
are hurriedly stringing an @eTrial span across 
Salt Creek. Tom Roller 15 9M the pole and 
Merle Hulbert is unreeling the strang 


Rampaging waters pouring over the highway 1 mile north of 
Auburn. An ill fated car was swept from the road near this point. 


of DeWitt on the way to the office. 


This crossarm, found in debris west of Syracuse, rode the flood 
from the toll line at Unadilla. Holding it are C. R. Stock and LeRoy 
Winscot, construction department. 


The town of DeWitt was inundated, with electric and telephon, 
service completely knocked out by the high waters. This view Show. 
the city light plant. 
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) View northwest from the telephone office in 
DeWitt was typical of the way the entire town 
looked during the flood. The community was . 
isolated both from highway and telephone 
communication. 


T nerial view of the Nemaha about two miles 
-. west of Auburn. Two flood victims were found 
near this dike. 


fit could be a scene in old Venice but actually ae 
Bit is one of the streets of DeWitt. The Beatrice @ 
Sun called the town ‘‘The Big Mud Pie’’ after | 
ithe water went down. 
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Miss Hazel West, operator at Una- 
_. dilla, called Syracuse and persons up 
and down the valley and warned of «....._ 
ia the approaching flood after the nine | 
inch cloudburst there. All residents. 


4 Verne Simpson's crew working a mile east of 
é! Unadilla setting up poles knocked down by 


"~~. fleod waters. Service was going through by 
ge ee *_ ~ means of spiral four cable laid along the fence 
-) . line. A large bus was washed off the high- 
i way near this point and several persons lost 


| _--. their lives. 
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he roof of the Company’s storage building at 
4 ‘Dunbar was all that was left of the structure. @& 
f.. This was found wedged against two trees about § 
<¥..7 200 yards down stream from the telephone office. | 
prev CRY Ai kbar Malo OEE PD 


The depth of the water west of Unadilla can be 
judged by the debris hanging from the telephone 


wire. Most of the buildings visible in the picture 
were flooded. 
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T. B. Chinnock and his crew salvage a pole ripped 

diicnecasaeasmicocunl out by the flood waters west of Syracuse. Left 
Sl to right, Foreman Chinnock, LeRoy Winscot, Ken 
Peters, Charles Stock, E. D. Smith and E. O. Lytle. 


g 


Part of Simpson’s crew helping repair damage to 
lines east of Unadilla. One and one-half miles 
of poles were washed out here. Left to right, 
Harry Rogers, W. K. Eltiste, truck driver, Fenton 
Kipling and Henry Kreifels. 
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Chief Operator Sophia | 
Windels and Bertha Royal at , . 
the Syracuse switchboard, © 
left to right. The board was 
literally swamped with calls 
during the flood but the girls 
didn’t have time to keep 

count of the number offered. * 
The next day there were 248 
long distance calls offered, 
more than double the normal 
traffic. lona Pieper and 
Donna Mae Lockhart were it ERY | wes — 
also on duty during the night } fy Pittad ee Ss gee ee: 
of the emergency. RS | ‘ 


just west of Unadilla. The steel bridge was one of many ite 
washed out in this area. Telephone service was re-estab- ee 
fter the flood with spi ~ 
Sores is : RE 3 tS eS ~ ar Hy 
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“Two children drowned here when the railroad grading on A big worry at Lincoln was the North 14th street bridge over 
which they had taken refuge was washed out. The track Salt Creek to which was attached the underground toll cable 
was twisted like a giant string of taffy. The picture was connecting with the trans-continental cable farther north. The 
‘taken a short distance north of Dunbar. bridge sagged badly and it was feared that it might collapse 


as did the one four blocks west on 10th street. Overhead cable 
was strung across the channel as a precautionary measure. 


Annual Pioneer Heunion 


LL previous attendance records were 
shattered when 367 members and 
guests of the Frank H. Woods Chapter 
gathered for the Annual Pioneer Re- 
union at the Hotel Cornhusker, Lin- 
coln, on the night of May 19. The 
Pioneers have been taught to expect a 
large measure of fun, food and fellow- 
ship in this big annual event. They 
were not disappointed. When the last 
curtain had fallen and the last hand 
had been shaken there were none who 
did not go on their way rejoicing. 


Social Chairman Chauncey Eggerss, 
xho doubled as Toastmaster, was the 
guiding genius behind the well bal- 
pice agendum. The necessary orders 
of business were held to a minimum and 
carried out with brevity and dispatch. 
President T. E. Longdon attended the 
introductions and sketched the progress 
of the Chapter during the past year . 

a year, incidentally, which will go down 

in Chapter history as one of its best 
in activity and growth. A net gain of 
33 brings the total membership to 450, 
and for this achievement Mr. Longdon 
gave full credit to the energetic and 


continuing campaign waged by Ernie 


Royce and his Membership Committee. 
Eligible telephone people who are not 
already members of the organization are 
getting hard to find. 


Life membership certificates were 
presented to H. A. White, Lincoln, and 
Roy H. Ojers, Nebraska City, who met 
the requirements for the award dur- 
ing the past year. Merle M. Hale, past 
president, officiated at the awarding of 
prizes, which were carried away by 
Kent Eno, Lincoln; Josephine Placek, 
Nebraska City and Maude Willey, 
Beatrice. The latter two are brand new 
members. 


The Reunion drew members from 
far out in the state. Possibly the longest 
journey was made by Bob Schouborg 
from Holdrege, with Homer Thomp- 
son, Wisner, being a close second. The 
Continental organization was repre- 
sented by a sizeable group from north 
of the river, while a delegation of 
eleven members of the Casper E. Yost 
Chapter of the Telephone Pioneers 
came down from Omaha to enjoy the 
program. Nebraska City and Fairbury 
also came en masse. The latter town, 


(Continued on Page 14) 


At left: The L. T. & T. Chorus formed the 
background for the western program. Their 
colorful costumes added greatly to the 
spectacle. 


Below: Alex Geist, as the ‘’rootin’-tootin’ 
Master of Ceremonies kept the program mov- 
ing along at a good pace. 


Below: The Pioneers comfortably filled the 
big Cornhusker Hotel Ballroom in their 
largest reunion to date. 


President T. E. Longdon, Fairbury, presents life 
memberships in the Association to R. H. Ojers of 
Nebraska City and J. A. White of Lincoln. Florence 
Tatman, treasurer, is seated. 


The “Forty- niners’™ square dancers put on two acts whieh § were 
received with much applause from the gathering. Joe Hart- i 
ley and Mrs. Ray Clinton did the calling. Left to right are Feage 
eClem Bottorff, Mrs. Bottorff, Mrs. Roy Mills, Harold Brady, 3. 

Roy Mills, Pearl O’Hehir, Mrs. Brady and Ray Clinton. Mrs 
. Clinton is calling this one. 


A ss : &® : 
Merle Hale, standing by the mike, was chairman 
of the door prize committee and has just pre- 
sented prizes to the three lucky winners at left. 
taathey are Kent Eno, Maude Willey and Josephine 
Placek. 
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The speakers’ table. Left to right are Mrs. T. E. Longdont Mrs. | ‘ 
Chauncey Eqgerss, Secretary L. A. Stacy, Mrs. Stacy, President. 
T. E. Longdon, Toastmaster Chauncey Eqgerss, Treasurer Flor-' 
ence Tatman and Vice- president Dorothy Lefler. 


LaVone Winders and Rex 
Winders nearly stopped the 
show with their hilartous 
‘Aunt Gussie and Uncle Fud’’ 
act. 


Se Le. 
One of the top favorites in the variety 
show was Carol Williams in her acro- 
batic dance. Carol was a real trouper 
for the Pioneers this year, perform- 
ing at four of the season’s parties, 
Claude Helm was the piano accom- 
_panist. 


Everyone liked Janie 
Simpson, daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Verne 
Simpson, in her ‘‘Synco- 
pated Shuffle.”’ And why 
wouldn't they? 


es 


They had to set the air condi- 
tioner down to cool the place 
off after ‘Mae West" had 
finished her song routine. 
Dick Hansen was one of the 
show stealers in his imper- 
sonation of the famous gla- 
mour gal. LaVone Winders 
who took the part of ‘Aunt 
Gussie’? and later as ‘Mrs. 
Nussbaum’ is draped = an 
Mae's arm. Both performers 
brought roars of applause 
from the crowd. 


Two Pensioned Employees 
Taken By Death 


WO members from the ranks of 

retired employees were taken by 
death during May. George B. Arnold, 
66, whose retirement took effect only 
last January, passed away on May 12, 
and Frank M. McDowell, 75, former 
construction foreman, died at Dodge 
City, Kansas on May 24. Mr. Me- 
Dowell retired on pension in Novem- 
ber, 1939. | 


George B. Arnold 


George B. Arnold’s telephone ex- 
perience began in 1905, back in his 
native Ohio where he gained ten years 
of valuable experience with three in- 
dependent companies before migrating 
to Nebraska. He came on a visit in 
1915, liked the country and applied for 
a job as switchboardman at Nebraska 
City. His ability as an all-round tele 
phone man paved the way for advance- 
ment to the position of wire chief, 
Beatrice, during the first World War. 
He later returned to Nebraska City 
where he held the posts of wire chief, 
manager, and area commercial manager. 
In May 1937 he transferred to Lincoln 
where he has since made his home. He 
became ill in January, 1949, and was 
unable to return to his work, retiring 
on pension January 23, 1950, George 
was a Spanish War veteran, an Elk, 
and a life member of the Frank H. 
Woods Pioneer Chapter. 

Frank M. McDowell is widely known 
and well remembered throughout the 
territory, as his years of service as 
construction foreman brought him, at 
some time or other, into every town 
and section of LT&T land. His em- 
ployment began in July 1913 with the 
service department at Lincoln. He was 
made foreman in 1916 and with the 
formation of the construction depart- 
ment he became one of its charter mem- 
bers, actively overseeing the work of 
his crew until the time of his retire- 


Frank M. McDowell 


ment in 1939. Since then Frank has 
divided his time between home ports 
in Kansas, Colorado and California. His 
death occurred at the home of his niece 
in Dodge City. 

Frank’s activities were severely re- 
stricted during his years of retirement 
by painful and confining attacks of 
arthritis. He did find rare opportuni- 
ties to indulge his passion for deep sea 
fishing during some of his sojourns 
in California, but in the main was close- 
ly confined to his easy chair. Ralph 
Culver, of the general shop, is a step 
son of Mr. McDowell. Frank was a 
charter and life member of the Frank H. 
Woods Chapter, Independent Tele- 


phone Pioneers. 


Employees Annual 
Report Issued 


HE second annual report to em- 

ployees of the Company’s financial 
operations was issued last month. Pre- 
sented in cartoon form of the popular 
style of last year, the report deals prin- 
cipally with the revenue collected by 
the Company in 1949 and what it was 
used for. The various phases of the 
Company's operations are explained 
briefly and informally in such a man- 
ner that the report is easy to read and 
understand. 

We've heard many complimentary 
comments about the report and the 
manner in which it was prepared. Credit 
for the fine job goes largely to Joe 
Hartley for his art work and copy and 
to the Printing Department for their 
production work. 

The report was mailed to the homes 
of all employees and if for any reason 
you failed to receive a copy you may 
obtain one through a request to your 
supervisor, 
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Coin Box Calls Up to 
IO Cents in New York 


HE once familiar expression “What 

this country needs is a good five 
cent cigar” is now pretty much behind. 
the times. More appropriate in these 
inflationary days is “What this country 
needs is a five cent piece worth five 
cents.” 

Be that as it may the truth remains 
that your nickel won’t buy lots of 
things today that it used to. Among 
the familiar five cent buys that now 
generally cost you at least a dime are 
the cigar, cup of coffee, candy bar, ham- 
burger, bottle of pop, short beer and 
the Saturday Evening Post. 

And now it appears that the five 
cent call from the pay telephone is 
headed in this direction, at least in 
some parts of the country. Last month 
the New York Bell Company was au- 
thorized to up its coin box rate to a 
dime effective next January. In the 
mean time it will have to convert 125,- 
000 coin box telephones for use with 
dimes. An independent company in 
New York, the Rochester Telephone 
Corporation, also was authorized to 
charge such a rate. Similar applications 
for permission to place such rates in 
effect have been made by the Pacific 
Telephone and Telegraph Company in 
California, Washington and Oregon 
and by the New Jersey Bell Company. 


JOURNEY’S END 


Mrs. Olive McKie, mother of Florence 
McKie, Pensioner, passed away May 3. 
Funeral services were held May 8 in Lincoln. 


Mr. D. J. Zimmerman, father of Mrs. 
Edna Pflughaupt, chief operator at York, 
passed away May 9. Funeral services and 
burial were held May 12 in Seward. 


Harry Iwohn, husband of Carolina Iwohn, 
chief operator at Clatonia, passed away May 
15. Funeral services and burial were held 
in Clatonia on May 18. 


Mr. J. J. Hromas, father of Mrs. Jennie 
Prazak, chief operator at Swanton, passed 
away May 21. Funeral services were held on 
May 23 at Bee. 


Miss Anne Hassler, sister of Wm. Hassler 
of the Lincoln Service Department, with 
whom she had recently been making her 
home, passed away May 28. Funeral services 
were held May 31 in Plattsmouth. 


DEEP WATER 
(Continued from Page 3) 


Hansen and his construction crew 
pulled in the cable and Cable Splicers 
Bill Huddleston and Gus Runke, with 
helpers Lyle Higgins and John Witmer, 
completed the splicing. Thirteen con- 
nector relays were replaced by James 
Smith of Beatrice. Service was fully 
restored about noon two days after the 
flood, although temporary service for 
emergency calls was established to Wil- 
ber shortly after the men reached the 
scene. 

At Lincoln, Salt Creek went on one 
of its frequent rampages and flooded 
the west portion of the city up to 
about 6th Street. About 500 tele- 
phones were out of service, 335 of 
which were in the flooded area, accord- 
ing to an estimate made by the Central 
District Plant Office. Sixteen cases of 
cable trouble were recorded the day 
after the storm and all but four of these 
were cleared the same day. On the day 
following the flood nearly all telephones 
were working although some were on a 
temporary basis. Flooded basements 
kept repairmen from making permanent 
connections for several days. 

One of the biggest worries at Lin- 
coln was the underground toll cable 
which was attached to the North 14th 
bridge over Salt Creek. The 14th Street 
structure was badly damaged and it 
was feared that it might collapse as did 
the bridge four blocks west on 10th 
Street. As a precautionary measure, 
overhead cable was strung over Salt 
Creek on North 14th to prevent a dis- 
ruption of service. 

Construction crews did an excellent 
job of assisting local plant forces in re- 
pairing the damage to lines and cable. 
Four crews worked in the vicinity of 
Unadilla, Syracuse and Dunbar under 
Foremen Tom Chinnock, Vern Simp- 
son, Les Shirey and John Hobson. 
R. E. Hibbert’s crew at Auburn had the 
difficult job of stringing wire across the 
Nemaha River east of Brock after the 
bridge washed out there. They got the 
iob done by renting a boat and pulling 
the wire across the river two strands 
at a time. across what then amounted 
to about a 200 foot channel. Area 
Manager Sterling Nelson told us that 
the spans across the river at this point 
are about 500 feet long. 

Taken all together, the flood will 


probably go on record as being one of 
the most damaging ever to strike these 
sections of our territory. Telephone 
men and women in the exchanges in- 
volved lived up to tradition in every 
way in restoring service with the least 
possible delay and in maintaining serv- 
ice over available facilities to the best 
of their ability. 


DeRoy Helfer Injured 


In Line Accident 

E ROY Helfer of Nebraska City had 

planned to enjoy the annual ban- 
quet and program of the Pioneers at 
Lincoln on May 19 and to see his boss, 
R. H. Ojers, receive 
his life membership 
in the Association. 
Instead he wound 
up on a hospital bed 
in Nebraska City as 
a result of a fall 
from a 20 foot pole. 
We're very glad to 
report that he is 
getting along fine. 

DeRoy Helfer The unfortunate 
incident occurred near Nebraska City 
on a two wire rural lead. Mr. Helfer 
was pulling slack when he fell back- 
wards, going through the top strand 
of a barbed wire fence and landing on 
his head and shoulder. He suffered a 
slight concussion and a cracked verte- 
brae in his neck. 

He was alone when the accident hap- 
pened and after the fall lay uncon- 
scious for quite some time, he doesn’t 
know exactly how long. Although 
dazed and suffering from shock when 
he regained consciousness, he climbed 
the pole again, finished his job and 
then drove to a farm house where he 
reported the accident to Ed Ernst, Ne- 
braska City wire chief. Mr. Ernst in- 
structed him to stay where he was, 
although he protested that he thought 
he could make it to town by himself. 
An ambulance was dispatched to the 
scene and DeRoy was brought to the 
hospital. 


A report of his condition as we went 
to press indicated that he would be off 
the job until the first part of July and 
we are sure he would appreciate re- 
ceiving cards or notes from his many 
telephone friends. They may be ad: 
dressed to his home at 705 North 9th 
Street at Nebraska City. 
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Promotions, 


Tra nsfers and. 


Title Changes 


Accounting 


Berthamae Ward, assistant cook, cafeteria, to 
machine operator, Accounting. 


Plant 


G. L. Burt, splicer, Hastings Construction 
to Lincoln Construction. 


H. A. Ehrlich, garage serviceman to ware’ 
houseman, Supply. 


Wayne L. Hedstrom, groundman, Construc- 
tion, to combinationman, York. 


Wm. B. Imler, lineman, Construction, to 
combinationman, Hastings. 


Chris Lyberis, male clerk to switchboardman, 
Lincoln Service. 


R. W. Tejcka, switchman, Hastings to 
Lincoln. 


Harold A. Williams, groundman to lineman, 
Construction. 


Traffic 


Shirley J. Morehead, A&L operator, Lincoln 
to Wahoo. 


Benefit Claims Paid 


HE following claims were paid by 
the Telephone Employees Mutual 
Benefit Association during the month 


of May. 


Primary members: J. C. Gear, Fairbury 
Wire Chief Department, $11.00; Patricia A. 
Igou, Lincoln Supply, $14.00; Rose Mary Hiller, 
Hebron Traffic, $124.00; Marguerite Ienn, 
Osceola Traffic, $51.50; Velma B. Garlock, 
York Traffic, $199.00; Marguerite Ienn, Osce- 
ola Traffic, $169.00; Aner McKinzey, Cedar 
Bluffs Traffic, $308.00; Violet I. R. Peterson, 
Nebraska City Traffic, $5.00; Ruth Compton, 
Hastings Traffic, $10.00; Ferne Bade, Nemaha 
Traffic, $290.00; E. A. McKenna, Lincoln Di- 
rectory Sales, $43.60; L. H. Schmutte, Lincoln 
Construction, $19.50; Mina V. Jorgensen, Gen- 
eral Plant, $7.50; H. C. Smith, Lincoln Serv- 
ice, $10.00; LaVonne Joosten, Lincoln Com- 
mercial, $181.00; A. L. Ager, General Plant, 
$10.00; Eva F. Davis, Weeping Water Com- 


Traffic, $51.00; I. E. Doran, Lincoln Service, 
$185.95: C. J. Crew, Geneva Non-functional, 
$25.00; F. E. Behm, Executive Department, 
$141.15; Edna Ragon, Tecumseh _ Traffic, 
$10.00; Mrs. Lorraine L. Steckley, Nebraska 
City Traffic, $30.75: D. Darlene Oliver, 
Hastings Traffic, $170.00; Shirley Brogan, 
David City Traffic, $5.00; H. F. Kempf, Lin- 
coln Construction, $33.00. 

Dependents: Linda J. Hayes, Lincoln, $25.50; 
Mrs. A. S. Keckler, Lincoln, $7.50; Mrs. Jack 
Billings, Lincoln, $133.50; Gordon Olsen, Wa- 
hoo, $45.79: Kenneth Vosika, Wilber, $129.94; 
Mrs. M. M. Hale, Lincoln, $9.38: Mrs. W. BK. 
Eltiste, Lincoln, $38.92; Dionne Dunning, 
David City, $33.00; Mary Eisenbarth, Lincoln, 
$9.38: Joan Kempf, Lincoln, $29.25; Joan Hart- 
ley, Lincoln, $10.13. 


a The annual men's bowling dinner held at the 
was the usual enjoyable party. The boys sta 
twith a delicious steak supper and conclude 
business and election of officers who are picture 
lin this feature. Secretary Carl Ahi was given @ b 
half of the organization. 


Pe his fine work in 


's had their annual season's get-together at Harolds 
pe __ Steak House with last year’s president, Ruth Merrill, in charge 
“ of arrangements. After a wonderful steak dinner they held 


their business meeting and election of officers for the coming 


ext season’s pilots for the men’s league and the winning 
captain for this year. Left to right, President Ken Boshart, 
) Vice-president Paul Henson, Lee Schlentz with the trophy won 


iby the victorious local commercial team, and Secretary-treas- ® 
vrer Carl Ahl. 


ee Ew wie 1 Te 7 
The Fairbury girls’ team sent us this picture with the observa- 
tion that although they are just beginners at the game the 
came in third in the Fairbury league. Not bad, say we, and 
keep up the good work. They had high three game series 
idenna Landis scoring high game with 
a torrid 204 and Veida Schipper just missing the coveted 200 
bracket with a 199. Left to right the girls are Estella Howell, 
Mandane Reid, Virginia Robinson, Eileen Aubert and Velda 


Schipper. Not pictured are Idonna Landis, Martha Viulek and 


salty 2145 w 


mps in the Lincoln ladies division were the Commercial 
Left to right are Alice Fender, Virginia Anderson, Rita 


EY girls. 
Byington, Ruth Hall and Helen Johnsen. 


NMiary Jackson. 


CWiETNG 


HE curtain fell with a dul] th 
end the regular bowling sea, Yq 
the Lincoln men and girls on y 2 yky 
The thud might have been an , Xy 8 
the heavy blow taken by the , oq 3 
flight teams as they barely g4 9 , Se 
into the championship of their Efe 
tive leagues. “Shy gq 
In the men’s division, Capta; =e. 
Schlentz’s Business Office team ..° tL 
the way throughout the year y,; WM Se 
sign of a break until the Seagy, th & 
drawing to a close. Then, ye aS 
ably, they lost their charm, ang Plas 8s 
able to salvage only three victorj. Ww : 
their last 18 games. Their larg ‘ f.. 
log of wins, however, enables 2 hy 
to take the trophy by the Nay th &- 
possible margin of one game, ee 
only because the Accounting te, th St 
unable to win a single game j n wea 
last appearance. The Outside g th “S 
quintette, defending champion, Soe 
up with a rush, but also fell sh Sa. = 
only one game. Sre Qe 
Howard Spahnle was again ay r 
in individual rankings with a he t 
average of 174. As usual he wag n88qp P 
followed by Bedric Wanek With Seay. 
Clem Bottorff entered the UPpey eg 
for the first time, tieing with 


team high game of 937 and high tice 
of 2616. =? 


a7) 


ns bowling dinner and — 
C # j00 was held at the Contin 
Ae ee on May 26. Elected as offi 
wo) CF be conung season were: he 
2 gor resident; Paul Henson, vice 


Zl 
‘5 i Pai and Carl Ahl, secretary-treas 
cH . pt 


oe p jast night of play in the aaa 
uF po. ad pe Commercial team maintaine 
J “in of one game over the Plant 
ae pu ren both were soundly beaten 
jt? Ne “eaker™ ier teatak 


champion emerged from 4 
of the season’s box score as 
por errill led the league with an 
yt? ss of 144, pursued by Arlene 
Fesae with 143. Between them they 
a anopolized the other departmen’*, 
ale? pth had high games of 209-200 
for pigh series of 500, while Aslene 
ait i" pigh game of 201 and high series 
pad, 5 9-506. 
eae 2 girls held their annual dinner 
ysiness meeting at Harold's Steak 
an 418€ on the Eighe oF May 5, ee 
ye ollow1s officers were elected tor 
aa oming year: Arlene Zabel, presi 
the : Betty Hinman, vice president; 
det? x Churchill treasurer and Martha 
etric: secretary, 

In the semiannual clash of the Hast- 
Lincoln bowlers at Bowlmor Lanes, 

ncoln, Sunday, May 28, the Lincoln 
eee edged out a close victory, four 
ee: to two. | 
— At Fairbury, the telephone girls 
showed zood progress in their second 
year of competition. At the end of the 
season their team was tied for third 
place 1n the league standings. 

A. round-robin held by Lincoln 
bowlers at the end of their season's 
play, found John Backstrom raking in 
the spoils as he shot a booming 712, 
composed of his season’s best effort of 
604 from scratch, aided by a 108 handi- 
cap. His last game of 241 from scratch 
ended all argument as to the champion 
of the evening. 


ing 


(ILIGIUS 


Sate eset 


8 ee aks, od fer ond certam 
th e Rut ’ reat bow : in 
hat = to win) pa you’re a g rit bet you're just saying 

n t's true. Anyway, ! certaimy -ualize some 
Of °F Cony UP and thanks, Ruth.” We con Vi8Gr in 
hi the Lin Yersation like this : oing on as President . fog her 
vy Coln eq g if with a trophy 
=o Age gue presents berse 4 
ee of | 44 for the season's LEGG. po 


Annee nnn: one om 


ragged their heels in the stretch but 
gh margin to nose out the league championship 

Alex Go; €. Left to right, Harry Gore, Waldo McDowell, 
 Spah iaeake Lee Schlentz, Bill Quinn and Howard Spahnie. 
rete ee. ve came in with the league's high average of q 74. 
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re fie coe. Pt a: S wee Rik: BR OER” 4 Vi ae “* 
- 3 The Lincoln gals elected these officers for the next season.\)\ oF 
Left to right are President Arlene Zabel, Vice-president Betty (a) 
"Hinman, Secretary Martha Dietrich and Secretary Barbara : 
q 


Kn 
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_ The semi-annual Hastings-Lincoln bowling feud was the usual 
5 hotiy contested scrap with conversation and free advice avail- 
") -|. able in large portions. For once, Lincoln took the measure of 
> “Sthe West End contenders to the tune of four games to two, 


ei Everyone had a fine time with the competition being topped gu» 
joff with a steak supper at Spencers. 
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Beri Overcash Retires 
ERT R. Overcash, for nearly 47 


years a telephone man, retired from 
his position as service engineer in the 
Lincoln Commercial Department on 
June 1. To leave 
such a record of 
active employment 
behind him, one 
must start into the 
field as a boy and 
follow through until 
the age of retire- 
ment arrives. That 
is exactly the rec- 
ord of Mr. Over- 
cash. In August, 
1903, he first appeared on the payroll 
of the Nebraska Bell Company at Dor- 
chester where he carried the title of 
manager, although he had just passed 
his 18th birthday. After gaining his 
initial experience at the smaller ex- 
change he was transferred to Crete as 
manager in 1910, later going to Dor- 
chester as special agent, then to Beat- 
rice as solicitor and Beaver Crossing 
as manager. 


Bert Overcash 


In April 1918 he went to Seward as 
wire chief and was soon made man- 
ager. He came to Lincoln in 1920, 
working in the plant department as 
combinationman, testman and record 
clerk. The district office called him in 
1933 to be sales representative and in 
1935 he joined the Lincoln Commer- 
cial Department as salesman. He was 
appointed commercial representative in 
1941 and service engineer in 1946. 


This, in brief, is the record of Bert 
Overcash, covering almost half a cen- 
tury of telephone service. It should be 
said that they were full years, for Bert 
is a hard worker. There were few 
moments in any day that his work did 
not receive his complete attention. He 
was admirably suited to his job, for 
people liked to deal with him. 


In his new routine of life, Bert in- 
sists that he must be kept busy and 
plans to carry On as a part time sales- 
man, using his wide acquaintanceship 
in the rural areas as the prospect list 
for the sale of new Pontiacs. It goes 
without saying that he has the united 
wishes of his telephone friends for the 
success Of this venture, and for many 
years of continuing good health. 


Thayer Morgan of the Auburn Traffic De- 
partment became the bride of Richard Cotner 
of Plattsmouth on April 19 at the Christian 
Church in Plattsmouth. They will make their 
home in Plattsmouth and Mrs. Cotner will 
continue her work. 


Betty Swaney, Hebron Traffic Department, 
was united in marriage to Vern Fry on April 
25 at the Church of Christ parsonage in 
Lawrence, Kansas. They will make their home 
in Superior. 

Wallace Weber of the Tecumseh Plant 
Department and Lois Sage were united in 
marriage April 29 at the St. John Lutheran 
Church in Sterling. 


The marriage of Peggy Lou Bexten of the 
Hastings Traffic Department and Alvar John- 
son took place on April 30 at the First 
Christian Church in Hastings. Mrs. Johnson 
will continue her work. 


r, 


Alice Johnson, toll operator at Tecumseh 
became the bride of Clarence Sobotta on 
May 9 at St. Mary’s Catholic Church at St. 
Mary’s, Nebraska. Mrs. Sobotta will continue 
her work. 


The Methodist Church in Minden was the 
scene of the May 12th wedding of Margaret 
Gerloff of the Hastings Traffic Department 
and George Keller. The couple will reside 
in Hastings and Mrs. Keller will continue her 
work. 


A strictly Lincoln Service Department 
marriage was that of Arleen Heitman and 
Bob Swanson. The ceremony took place on 
May 20 in Lincoln and Mrs. Swanson is 
continuing her work. 


Helen Kehling of the Supply Department 
and Harlan D. Lessman were married Satur- 
day, June 3, in St. Paul’s Evangelical and 
Reformed Church, Lincoln. Mrs. Lessman 
will continue her work. 


Leola Heins of the David City Traffic 
Department and Irvin Horacek were united 
in marriage on April 24. Mrs. Horacek 
will continue her work. 
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The following list of new employees is published as a gesture of friendly 
welcome and to help them get acquainted. We hope that they, will enjoy their 
mew occupation as well as the many fine associations that go with it. 


Name Position Exchange Date 
Accounting 
Carol J. Bonebright........0...0.0........ Machine Operatot..................... DAVGCGU ook, hres escteteneede ees: May 15 
Dolores E. Morgan........0........2..2...- Machine Operator......000.000000..... TPN os cae ndacrsondscnscinscaredorsssenanpeainass May 8 
Maxine E. Short... eee eeeeeee Machine Operator..................... [HE 5 5 |e 6) Cv eee ec Ce May 8 
Commercial 
Lois B. Beethe....00.. eee eeeeeeeeeeee SBLOTIOSTADNOL cscccsce esi lecidcceted: 1) oo) |: Cone ee eee ee May 3 
Phyllis M: Boyles co iccccciccssccccccsscaccs 2 (<5 | ae MTV N scasdanstekdcactunonontsussacrennencrecns May 8 
aa. WA SEOUL ests sca asersoosud ceases awteecocdereis Coin: Collector ioiiccct cc cecccicecssse TACO rssh tte esse ih Suh May 3 
Patricia Krecklow ................. ee i [<a een en 2 Weeping Watert............................May 11 
fis a2 RY WO A gay ae eek rcdeos ln scncaenasenacten: Nebraska City.........000.000000..000--- May 26 
Plant 
D. L. Bauer............ paesieiecloee atedsabiead Garage Serviceman.................. EPA OES iosidicecacatsdexndaessasackidensaaeues April 28 
JOBN Bhi: WATE ano sec recente StONOSTADISN oo. cccsccnncn cy cscn cece: TACO oo cracsnctvininncticcsccdteu ete eee 
Traffic 

Patricia LL. Alkire 20060000 cccécscc A. Operator... 553, ECO islets Gad a niettes May 15 
Patricia J. BaD Dl bt icccccccccccccencoccesan Fi FPSB UF soc wetsictaseseash co antinvicas ENIVIGOUP Lo. Scoctoscdvssencyetjact scuiahion heuestebes May 15 
js CR 2s | See ne eee oe Pi: MCV AGN acess tsccccracensnovancetentanns AUBUPN. 250.0202 fe Se racsedddecucweddas May 22 
sera Eh. SSI. ccccscssieinc: ceasddiavveve sou Bi SOGOU AG OR ec cccsscdossicstescactntintsisne: PSEC Gas bcskesidacssensdssadesercasutvansauypath May 8 
SOLAR E..oi5. COU scser Ocoee chy A Operator......... ai Ru. RY Gc cory | 2 See eee Ree ECCS May 8 
Deloris M. Detmer.........00..00........ BP Op Orato icc. cicccccceccsccnndecssccsxsese TP COI cs esd ertectgtesss reseed May 25 
BSCUEY i POISON 5 cscs cxccdocveechudccscscocds Fi MDOT E GOT cosas eden SU POLUO TE eo Sosecoveceetieraas ees ..May 9 
Elva A. Fisher...0000000000000...ccceeeeeeeee Pam, © hel rg: | 6) See eT a ronan Beatrice...... hiitwetniaphaseide ae <e 
Twilla R. Fletcher.......................... Bhs CVT AGE soos dicccsisicdivescdssecessducsés UID OT 1LON exc dasereciecsddsttertenuseceacsse Va AO 
Mary Ellen Francis...,,....:...:cccesos A & L Operator..............00..200- rc] a2 iC) 5 OE eae evsae..May 1 
Helen M. Gillispie.....00000.0000 A Operator.............cccccecceececeeeeeeee Lincoln........... saesetadtadden smsacaens tay 16 
Mary E. Granget...........0....c...cceeeceee. A Operator........... Steet -guicsidditede PUTIN sisson cseynunss: May 4 
Shirley G. Hamiltonn........................ L Operator..............-..--..--.---—— gs AATEC OUI casei ccrsencectnacrnr des see ay 23 
Doris E. Hartley..........00000000000000004.44.A Operator.........00........ ...... Nebraska City.......... .. May 22 
hola hb | ga as 5 6 yy re A Operator. sg: Ma PEOVY A cieces cs cadsasucastceswues muita -sS 
Geraldine M. Hirsch....................A Operator pecans Fairbury. ee Sere ‘ain cee, OS 
Arlet E. Knight Eo axasiivecbtnbdtecticnen A & L Operator Osceola... Si seuskexss May 24 
Loretta M. Lightcap........................ A & L Operator Lincoln May 1 
Beverly J. Lodwig A Operator. Lincoln May 15 
Lois D. Mahoney .................0..000000.... A & L Operator Tecumseh.................... May 13 
Norma J. McDaniel ... A Operator sseveveesi dd QITDUTY May 22 
Martha M. Ottens ..Contract Chief Operator Dunbar Suivi aay -o 
Beulah M. Parsons seed OD OPAL OR o.oo. icccccssecssecisivecsciens SUDETIO“ May 15 
Emma L. Taylor ..A Operator.............. Lincoln... May 1 
JoAnne S. Thompson .A & I Operator ..Hebron May 1 
Carol J. Vorce _A Operator _Lineoln... Mav 25 
Cyrene M. Young _A Operator _ Auburn May 1 
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Save For Your Independence 
dhesss 1950 Savings Bond Independ- 


ence Drive opened on May 15 and 
continues through July 4. The theme 
for the Drive, “Save for Your Inde- 
pendence—Buy U. S. Savings Bonds,” 
is one which has already been put into 
effect by many employees of the L. T. 
& T. Company. The payroll deduction 
plan for the purchase of U. S. Savings 
Bonds has been in constant use since 
the early days of the War, and is still 
patronized by more than 30 per cent 
of our full time employees as an aid to 
their savings. Nearly $240,000 in bonds 
have been purchased by L. T. & T. folks 
during the past two years. 

One case in particular illustrates the 
use of the slogan, “Save for Your In- 
dependence,” by an employee who only 
recently retired from active service. 
During the past several years, through 
the payroll deduction plan, he had ac- 
cumulated more than 300 bonds, which 
he will use, as occasion requires, to 
supplement his pension in the days 
which lie ahead. 

The Government, through the Treas- 
ury Department, is asking Americans 
to give special support to the Savings 
Bond Drive, especially through the pay- 
roll savings plan. The Company is co- 
operating fully with the request, and 
representatives have been appointed in 
each department to make personal con- 
tact with all employees, to be sure that 
they know of the advantages of the 
plan, and are aware of their opportu- 
nity to participate. 

The symbol of the 1950 Drive is the 
Liberty Bell, and 52 replicas of the 
famous bell are now being sent through 
the country on a visit to some 2,000 
cities. Millions of Americans will be 
able to hear the approximate tones of 
the original bell, as the models are 
exact, full scale duplicates. They were 
donated to the Drive by copper com- 
panies, and were reproduced by an 
ancient bellmaster’s formula, called the 
“lost wax” process in Annecy, France. 
This is a complex operation in which 
the bell is shaped with wax and then 
encased in clay. When heat 1s applied 
the wax disappears, leaving the more 
durable clay mold into which the metal 
is cast. 

The last time the original bell really 
rang was on Washington's birthday in 
1846. The original crack which ap- 


peared when the bell was being tolled 
in mourning for Chief Justice John 
Marshall in 1835, had been drilled 
out in 1846 so that the edges would 
not vibrate against each other. The bell 
rang clear until noon in honor of the 
Father of Our Country, when the 
crack began to spread and the ringing 
changed to a coarse rumble. That was 
the last time anyone heard the true 
voice of the Liberty Bell. 


You can secure a bond deduction 
card from your supervisor, or from the 
personnel office. Just sign it and drop 
it in the company mail. It’s that simple. 
So start saving for your independence 
—Now. 


Crete Purchase 


Approved By Commission 
HE Nebraska State Railway Com- 
mission last month approved the 
Company’s purchase of the outstanding 
stock of the Crete Telephone Com- 
pany. It is expected that the purchase 
will be completed sometime this month. 


The Crete company serves the ex- 
changes of Crete and Kramer which 
together have a total of about 1,500 
stations. The Kramer exchange is dial 


operated. 
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Mr. and Mrs. Eugene Schrank are the 
proud parents of a son born May 17 at Bryan 
Memorial Hospital. Mr. Schrank is a mem- 
ber of the switchroom at Lincoln. 


Mr. and Mrs. Doug Behrns are the proud 
parents of a baby boy. Mr. Behrns is a 
member of the David City Plant Department. 


Hastings Conversion and 
Open House Coming Up 


Next Month 

REPARATIONS for the Hastings 

dial conversion were in the home 
stretch as the News went to press. The 
cutover date has been set for July 1 and 
it is planned to hold an employees open 
house and a public open house about 
two weeks after this to give everybody 
a chance to look at the new building 
and equipment. Watch for a bulletin 
about the employees open house. It 
will give the dates and all the details 
about the event. All employees and 
their families and friends are invited 
to attend so make plans now to be 


there. 


A good time was had by all when this group of local and general 
commercial department employees got together at Roberts Park, Lincoln, 
on May 10. The occasion honored Bert Overcash, seated fourth from 
right in the second row, upon his retirement from active service. The 
energies of the group were diverted to softball, fried chicken and group 
singing, their greatest success being in the fried chicken category. They 
gave Mr. Overcash an additional surprise by presenting him with an 
Elgin wrist watch as a token of their collective esteem. 
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ANNUAL PIONEER REUNION 
(Continued from Page 6) 


being the President’s home quarters, 
was represented by 100 per cent at- 
tendance. 


The “Pioneer Varieties” was com- 
posed of nine acts featuring talent from 
the telephone family, interspersed by 
vocal numbers by the L.T.&T. Chorus. 
Alex Geist performed like an old 
trouper as Master of Ceremonies in in- 
troducing the acts and hopefully dust- 
ing off his repertory of ball room jokes. 
First on the stage was a demonstration 
square from the “Forty-Niners” em- 
ployee dancing club, who wove through 
the intricate formations of “Right hand 
up‘left hand under” and “San An- 
tonio Rose.” Ray Clinton, Clem Bot- 
torff, Roy Mills and Harold Brady, with 
their wives, formed the first square, 
with Pearl O’Hehir substituting for 
Mrs. Clinton while she called the final 


set. 


Registering high acclaim were the 
specialty numbers, “Symphony In 
Suppleness” by Carol Williams, Lin- 
coln traffic; “Trumpet Fantasies” by 
Roger Brendle, son of Roy Brendle, 
Lincoln plant; “Diamond Lil.” a Mae 
West impersonation by Dick Hansen, 
accounting: and “Syncopated Shuffle” 
by Janie Simpson, daughter of “Deke” 
Simpson, construction. “Aunt Gussie 
and Uncle Fud.” who were revealed as 
LaVone and Rex Winders, had the 
audience in stitches in their “Dearie” 
routine. Rex is a member of the Lin- 
coln plant department while LaVone 
is the wife of Rollie Winders, supply 
department. She also doubled as “Mrs. 


Nussbaum” and the Waiting Bride in 
encore numbers. 


The L. T. & T. Chorus, directed for 
the third year by Prof. Leonard Paul- 
son, was composed of Verna Alex- 
ander, Myrna Jensen, Joleen Jensen, 
Pearl O’Hehir, Shirley Bauer, Jean 
Walker, Alice Fender, Lola Hethering- 
ton, Ruth Younger, Jeanne Stava, 
George Ramsey, Ot Gorman, George 
Walroth, Chauncey Eggerss, Herman 
Studier, Dick Grant, Roy Mills and 
Bud Eden. They appeared in western 
costume, conforming to the motif of 
the program. Messrs. Mills, Eggerss, 
Gorman and Walroth also sang as the 
“Pionaires” barber shop quartette in 
one of the acts of the program. Music 
was provided by Hazel Nichols, Fleda 
Ziegenbein, Gordon Metcalf, Claude 
Helm, Ray Baldwin and Emil Brodecky. 


Behind the scenes in the many func- 
tions which are necessary to promote 
and stage the big Reunion—in ticket 
sales, reception, table decorations, invi- 
tations, properties, prizes, entertainment 
—worked a small army of individuals 
and committees. The list of their names 
is too extensive to publish. In some 
measure a reward for their labors must 
have come to them as they watched the 
program unfold. Certainly it deserves 
to be ranked beside the masterful pro- 
ductions of the two preceding years. 


There is more to this picture 
than meets the casual eye, for 
under the double protection of 
the flag, which flies from one 
pole, and the telephone wire, 
which leads to another, Young 
America went back to school 
after the flood waters had sub- 
sided west of Syracuse. Work- 
ing on the lead are members 
of “Deke” Simpson’s construc- 
tion crew, Henry Kriefels on 
the pole, and Harry Rogers, 
Fenton Kipling and Al Eltiste, 
left to right, on the ground. 
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Meet An Associate Editor 


HE really isn’t a new associate editor 

—just has a new department to write 
about in the News. We're talking 
about Goldia Simons, of course, who 
formerly was asso- 
ciate editor for the 
Western District 
and now has taken 
over the reporting 
job for the General 
Traffic and Cafe- 
teria in Lincoln. 
Her first report ap- 
pears in this issue. 

Miss Simons takes 
the place of Jeanne 
Hueppelsheuser who resigned last 
month. We thank Mrs. Hueppel- 
sheuser sincerely for her good work 
and her interest in the News. 


Goldia Simons 


Everybody Tries to Get 
Into the Act 


A Cleveland newspaper made an in- 
frequent mistake and placed the tele- 
phone company’s ad for operators in 
the columns for “Help Wanted—Male.” 
The results were startling. In the first 
hour 20 men had applied for the jobs, 
and before the day was over almost 
50 more had come in. Needless to say, 
none were hired. 


MMR 


Service Birthdays 
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D. R. Culbertson Frank Kuchera 
York Lincoln 
30 Years 30 Years 


Thirty-Nine Years 
C. B. Meshier, Beatrice. 


Thirty-Seven Years 
Frances Virgil, Lincoln. 


Thirty-Six Years 
S. J. Dennis, Lincoln. 
Thirty-Four Years 
G. B. Keith, Lincoln. 
Thirty-Three Years 
E. H. Wellman, Hebron. 
Thirty-Two Years 


Eva Kapke, Seward; Blanche McConkey, 
Guide Rock. 


Thirty-One Years 


Regina Bethscheider, Hebron; Caroline 
Lamps, Hastings. 


Thirty Years 
D. R. Culbertson, York; Frank Kuchera, 


Lincoln. 
Twenty-Nine Years 
F. A. Blockwitz, Georgia Smith, Lincoln. 
Twenty-Eight Years 
R. L. Clinton, Lincoln. 


A. E. Dulin M. M. Hale 
Lincoln Lincoln 
25 Years 25 Years 


Twenty-Seven Years 


Mathilda Alpers, Fairbury; R. A. Carlson, 


Lincoln. 
Twenty-Six Years 


Grace Lux, Shelby. 


Twenty-Five Years 
A. E. Dulin, M. M. Hale, Lester V. 
Shirey, Lincoln. 
Twenty-Three Years 
I. J. Devoe, V. M. Simpson, Lincoln. 


Twenty-[wo Years 


C. H. Bottorff, Lincoln; Dewey Olsen, 
Wahoo. 


Twenty-One Years 


E. A. Ernst, Nebraska City; I. C. Haith, 
Humboldt; J. D. Litzenberg, Bedric Wanek, 
Lincoln. 

Nineteen Years 


Melba Richards, Lincoln. 


Sixteen Years 
Marie Vidlock, Lincoln. 


Fifteen Years 


E. E. Johnson, Lincoln. 


E. E. Johnson 
Lincoln Lincoln 


Lester V. Shirey 


25 Years 1S Years 


Fourteen Years 
Beatrice Rohrer, Hastings. 
Nine Years 
Wm. D. Quinn, Lincoln. 
Eight Years 


Eileen E. Aubert, Fairbury; C. A. Hansen, 
Barbara H. Miller, Lincoln; Merna Stewart, 
David City; Marcella Will, Beatrice. 


Seven Years 


Ella G. Adkins, David City; Barbara A. 
Benson, Maurine M. Harter, Lincoln; Clara 
Goodfellow, Ashland; Margaret Lautenschla- 
ger, Davenport; Helen Norwood, Seward. 

Six Years 


Catherine M. Dunham, Darlene E. Jo- 
hannes, Viva June Siefert, Dean Hobson, 
Lincoln; Rosetta C. Habben, Hastings; Leola 
F. Horacek, David City; Evelyn Menke, 
Beatrice; Hazel V. M. Johnson, Osceola: 
Shirley Snyder, Auburn. 


Five Years 
Corrine Carlson, Polk; R. E. Chamberlain, 
Belle Howery, Minnie Stieber, Velda Wil- 
liams, Lincoln; Erma J. Keenan, Irene E. 
Knipfel, Donnabelle Schumann, Hastings. 


Carl “The Profile’ Ahl needs no intro- 
duction to readers of the News. As super- 
visor of Printing Service, Lincoln, he keeps 
the wheels of this important department 
turning to print the bills, bulletins and 
many of the forms used in the organiza- 
tion. Printing Service also makes micro- 
film records of toll tickets, keeps mailing 
lists and addresses, stamps and mails let- 
ters for the general offices, not to mention 
many other items of its regular business. 
As shown in the picture, Carl often lends 


a personal hand in making master copies 
of the forms which are later reproduced 


on the offset machines. 


Eastern District 


Barbara Churchill, Associate Editor 


David City Area 
Vivian Dee, Correspondent 


Monica Beringer and Phyllis Lukassen are 
enjoying their vacations basking in the 
summer sun??? Ben Docekal took 
advantage of the “one spring day” we had 
by introducing his famous straw hat with 
the fringe on top. 


Nebraska City Area 
Nellie Burbee and Iona Pieper, Correspondents 


Everyone was kept quite busy the second 
week in May due to the floods. . . . Snooks 
Steckley spent a couple of days in the hos- 
pital but she’s O. K. and back at work... . 
Velma Abker and Betty Johnson also were 
on our sick list... . Mrs. Cottingham, Mrs. 
Sperry, Mrs. Waters, and Cleora Robbins 
took their vacations this month. ... Cleora 
spent hers recuperating from having her 
tonsils out. . . . Visitors this month were 
Mr. McKinzie, Mrs. Irene Combs, and Bar- 
bara (Holmberg) Neil and baby daughter. 
- . . Former correspondent Betty Deshong 
has a son and Betty Whited a daughter. 
. .- Mary Niccoli was a bridesmaid for a 
girl-friend in Falis City... . Rowena Alien 
spent a week end in Edgar, Nebraska, visit- 
ing her parents. . . . “Meckie” Pete’s cat 
has gone to cat heaven. He was struck by 
a car. ... Margie Harrah has started her 
night training. ... Willa Gump has a new 
niece. . . . Doris Hartley is back at work 
in our Traffic Department. ... Mrs. Chris- 
tensen did some boasting around here. 
Seems her ten year old son, Johnnie, won 
first prize in the 100 yard dash and fourth 
in the high jump in a track meet for the 
grade school children here at Nebraska City. 
. . . DeRoy Helfer fell from a twenty foot 
pole and is resting at St. Mary’s Hospital. 

. Miss Bader, Kathryn Owens, Mr. and 
Mrs. George Placek, Mrs. Armstrong, Mr. 
and Mrs. Ojers, Mr. and Mrs. Ernst, and 
Mr. and Mrs. Letellier attended the annual 
Pioneer dinner in Lincoln. Mrs. Placek 
won the door prize, an electric corn popper. 
, Donna M. Lockhart graduated from 
the Syracuse High School. She was pre- 
sented the American Legion Citizen Award, 
and on June 16 Donna will change her name 
to Mrs. Donald Jacobson. ... Mrs. Antes 
celebrated her birthday and had a big 
get-together. .. . Miss Windels left for her 
vacation in Springfield, Missouri, taking 
her two nieces, Sonja and Priscilla, along. 

. Mr. Neujahr and family attended the 


Elmer Neujahr and Norma Jean Dettmer 
keep service humming and customers happy 
at the Syracuse exchange. 


Shrine Circus in Lincoln recently. Around 
100 school children from Syracuse also at- 
tended. . . . The Syracuse band felt quite 
honored to be one of the bands chosen to 
play for President Truman, in Lincoln. 
Seems that Louann Engelbrecht was never 
so glad to get home after the band got 
soaking wet and stranded in Lincoln all 
night. ... Mrs. Lockhart also was stranded 
away from home, in Omaha, but she didn’t 
get scared away for good, as she has been 
in Omaha again, visiting relatives and 


friends. 


Plattsmouth Area 
Thelma Tritsch, Correspondent 


Ben Anderson is spending his first week 
of vacation getting all the necessary odd 
jobs done around home and expects to take 
his family and go to Ogallala and points 
west the remainder of his vacation. ... Mrs. 
Stoll is also on her vacation and the Com- 
mercial gals can really swing a wicked mop 
while she’s away. . . . Dean Bogenreif was 
bruised up and sustained a broken thumb 
due to a recent accident. . .. Hilda Johanns 
spent the week end in Agra, Kansas, visit- 
ing relatives ... We are happy to see a 
couple of our old time operators back doing 
relief work, they being Eileen Case and 
Jerry Babbitt. Marvin Koch and 
family were in Campbell, Nebraska, for 
the week end, visiting relatives. 

Hilda Fitzgerald is on a leave of absence 
due to ill health. 
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General Offices and 
Central District 


Accounting Department 
Gloria Zier, Associate Editor 


Harold Brady was just recently re- 
elected as President of the Lincoln Council 
of Folk and Square Dance Clubs. Harold 
is also manager of the Girls’ Softball team. 
. . . Martha Dietrich is the new Secretary 
of the Girls’ Bowling League. . . . The 
Addressograph employees gave Carl Ahl 
quite a treat on his birthday. They had 
a surprise birthday lunch at the “Chef,” 
and a special cake was ordered for the 
occasion. Mr. Poff and Mr. Kirk, two ma- 
chine servicemen, and Mr. Sievers were 
honored guests at the party. . . . The 
Bosharts have a nice two toned grey 1950 
Chevrolet. Mary just loves driving the car 
these days. ... Clara Jones and her mother 
spent one afternoon at the Home Show 
at the fairgrounds. They each won a bushel 
basket of groceries in a drawing. ... We 
would like to extend our “Get Well Wishes” 
to Mrs. Bowers, mother of Bob Bowers, 
who just recently fell and broke her leg. 
. . . Our deepest sympathy goes to Shirley 
Bauer whose grandmother passed away... . 
Jane Spohn is wearing a new diamond ring. 
No definite wedding date has been set but 
it will take place sometime in October. 

Gerry Bentley is spending her two 
weeks vacation visiting in Texas... . Eunice 


Bailey is planning on spending her vaca- 


tion at home picking strawberries. ... Clara 
Jones is resting at home on her vacation. 
.. . Gerrie Lorenzen did some house paint- 
ing at Neligh, visited friends at Omaha and 
attended a “Tulip Festival,” in Des Moines, 
Iowa, on her vacation. . . Jane Spohn 
spent a week of her vacation at home and 
also attended her sister’s graduation exer- 
cises.. .. Mr. Devoe is planning on visiting 
his son and family at Shamokin, Pa... - 
Kay Weber spent a week-end outing at 
Camp Brewster, in Omaha. . Johnny 
Backstrom was called for two weeks of jury 
duty but he wasn’t selected to serve on a 
single case. 


Commercial Department 
Lincoln Business Office 
Myrtle Hiner, Associate Editor 

On May 5 Robert Bruce arrived at the 
home of Mr. and Mrs. Wayne Panter. Mrs. 
Panter will be remembered as a former 
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service representative in our office. Con- 
gratulations! The flood of May 8 
proved disastrous to Ruth Younger and 
Mavis Everett. Ruth had to be evacuated 
from her home—the flood did consider- 
able damage to her home and possessions. 
And for Mavis, the new Drive In was in 
the path also—having been open for busi- 
ness only a short time. Their damage to 
equipment and loss of supplies was tre- 
mendous. However, after cleaning up the 
mud and debris things are back to normal. 
Let’s don’t see any more floods. . . . The 
Local and General Commercial Depart- 
ments held a picnic May 10 at Roberts 
Park, in honor of Bert Overcash, who re- 
tired June 1. Asa Waters did the honors 
of presenting Bert with an Elgin wrist 
watch, a gift from the Commercial Depart- 
ment employees. Bert is now spending a 
vacation in Colorado Springs, Colorado, vis- 
iting his son. . . . Much fun was had over 
the baseball game umpired by none other 
than Bill Morris—what an “ump”! There 
were many stiff joints and sore muscles 
in evidence the next morning. . . . The 
“Fried Chicken” committee for the picnic 
was Myrtle Hiner, chairman, Ruth Hall, 
Alice Fender, Phyllis Jones, Joan Moor- 
berg and Phyllis Otte. Speaking of 
sore muscles—it has been noticeable that 
“Charlie Horses” have been catching up 
with Jeanne Stava—a member of the girls’ 
ball team. . . . Congratulations are in order 
for Mary Hindmarsh, Phyllis Boyles and 
Bob Hale, who graduated from Lincoln 
High School June 2. Congratulations also 
to Dennis Gahn and Ralph Damkroger 
who graduated from the University of Ne- 
braska June 5. Dennis will be entering 
the Building and Loan business in Hum- 
boldt, Iowa, and Ralph will be teaching at 
the Arapahoe High School. . .. Wanda Mc- 
Dowell came to work the other morning 
with a very unhappy look on her face. 
When asked what the trouble was, her 
reply was that she had lost her billfold 
the night before and right after pay day, 
too. Such luck! ... We are very proud of 
our Men’s Bowling Team for winning the 
bowling trophy, which is being displayed 
on our P B X board. Congratulations, fel- 
lows! . . . Mavis Everett, Myrna Jensen, 
Ruth Boots and Barbara Huston were 
hostesses to the girls of the office in the 
club room May 26, the occasion being a 
kitchen shower for Phyllis Jones who was 
married June 11. “Idiot’s” bridge was the 
game of the evening. Let’s not mention 
who was the biggest “idiot” and the littlest 
“idiot.” Far away places have no 
allure for Waldo McDowell who is spending 
a week’s vacation resting at home. 


Construction Depariment 
Shirley Hess, Associate Editor 


The flood and wind of May 8 and the 
damage it brought with it gives us lots to 
talk about, but undoubtedly that will be 
thoroughly covered elsewhere in the News. 
Here is one story, however, that perhaps 
you don’t all know that we felt was very 
interesting. East of Brock where the Brock 
Spur crosses the Nemaha the bridge went 


out and with it our toll lead. What was 
formerly an 85 foot span now became 
about twice that. In order to restore toll 
service R. E. Hibbert and his crew rented 
a boat and via the boat strung in the miss- 
ing spans of wire. We understand there 
was quite a current and it was no little 
task to get the job done. But we under- 
stand we have some expert oarsmen on 
that crew. . . . Vacationers this month in- 
clude Jim Baxter, Tommy Roller and Char- 
lie Riedel. We didn’t get a report as to 
how Jim and Charlie spent their leisure 
but we imagine Tom is getting used to 
being a new papa. ... “Brick” Smith was 
in the office the other day for the first 
time since his illness. He is looking good 
and it certainly seemed nice to see him. ... 
George Burt will once again call Lincoln 
his home. George was originally a splicer 
here in Lincoln but when the big conver- 


Henrietta Goracke and Mary Kalin add to 
the attractiveness of the Tecumseh commer- 
cial office. 


sion job was started he was moved to 
Hastings to do the splicing work. With that 
job completed he is now transferred back 
to Lincoln. Maybe that means some new 
blood for our bowling team. Leona 
Lehman seems to have a special love for 
Iowa. She spent one week end at Ames, 
taking in their Veisha celebration and 
Memorial Day week end at Ridgeway, Iowa. 
We haven’t heard just what the attraction 
is but have our suspicions. .. . We'll sign 
off with a bit of softball news. The first 
game played May 31 with the Huskerville 
girls proved a disappointment to the L. T. 
& T. girls—the score 15 to 16, Husker- 
ville. 


Service Department, Lincoln 
Dorothy Miller, Associate Editor 


Mae Regler was a very lucky person 
during the TV show at the State Fair 
Grounds, as she held one of the lucky 
numbers for a Crosley television set. .. . 
More news on the Regler family. L. C. 
Regler, husband of Mae, has been ap- 
pointed Chief of Police at Beatrice. With 
Mr. Regler’s twenty years experience as 
an officer and his fine personality we are 
sure he will make good. They do not 


anticipate moving at this time... . Ted 
Nyden, who has been on the sick list for 
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some time, is back home and reports are 
that he looks fine and is feeling much 
better. . . . A guide service will soon be 
needed for those wishing to venture into 
the switchroom or even to just pass through. 
Every small space is rapidly being filled 
in with new equipment. There has been 
a rumor that Hugo Staley and Deli Gil- 
more will have their desks hanging from 
“sky hooks.” We wonder if escalators go 
with this “dream office.” ... We are going 
to miss Chris Lyberis in the cable depart- 
ment. He was recently transferred to the 
switchroom. Francis Smith is recov- 
ering from burns received in an accident 
recently. We hope to see him back on 
the job real soon. .. . Vacationers the past 
month were R. L. Dalton, who reports that 
his time was well spent taking care of 
things left undone during the cold weather. 
We hope he also enjoyed our few warm 
days. .. . Bill Schuman spent his vacation 
visiting relatives in Wyoming. . Rixte 
Saathoff spent one week of her vacation 
at home, with her folks in Marysville, 
Kansas. . Amelia Christopher reports 
having had a wonderful vacation. Her 
youngest son, who is in the Coast Guard, 
was on furlough and took her to visit 
another son and family in Philadelphia. 
They visited several places of interest, 
Valley Forge, Independence Hall, Betsy 
Ross’ home and also the Christian Church 
she attended. Mrs. Christopher became a 
little worried as the time drew near for 
her to leave; due to the train strike she 
had to change her tickets from one line to 
another and was a few days late in get- 
ting back. . . . During Nadine Moriarty’s 
vacation she completed fourteen days of 
training duty with the Naval Air Reserve. 
. . . Henry Lee, who is still absent, prob- 
ably did not have a very enjoyable vaca- 
tion, as he underwent an operation on his 
nose at the Mayo Clinic, Rochester, Minn. 
We hope to see Mr. Lee back on the job 
soon. . .. Jim Green tried to work in his 
back yard but did not get much accom- 
plished due to the weather. ... Gene Lewis 
went to North Platte to do a little fishing, 
but guess what, it snowed all the time he 
was there. . . . Robert Hohnstein worked 
on his new house while on his vacation. 
; Roy Cleveland, Roy Mills, George 
Albury and Chet Harp went to Hastings 
May 22, to assist in the preparation for 
the conversion to dial service. . . . SCOOP: 
A telephone removed—another one moved 
—two people with vacations at the same 
time—one person with a sprained ankle 
(he couldn’t get away)—a marriage license 
—a marriage, we think—Who—none other 
than Heitmann and Swanson, now honey- 
mooning at Lake Okoboji, Iowa. 


Supply Department 
Florence Tatman, Associate Editor 
Some shiny, new cars are being driven 
to our place of work these days. Harold 
Ehrlich and Dean Hobson have new Pon- 
tiacs, and Charlie Connors a new Plymouth. 
Dean has his quite well broken in with a 
vacation trip to California. Buddies 
Kent Eno and Andy Andrews tripped to 


Minnesota for a week end of fishing. Kent 
reports that the weather was fine! . . . Phil. 
Garvey’s yearn to travel took him a long 
way from home for a week end. He drove 
to Ft. Russell, Wyoming, to visit an Army 
buddy. Weldon Maxfield’s plans to 
spend a pleasant vacation in his cabin near 
Sphinx, Colorado, will have to be changed 
considerably. He has received word that 
the cabin has been completely destroyed 
by fire. He believes that he will now be 
spending his vacation time as a carpenter. 
. .. Ralph Culver “Scouted” for a week 
at Camp Cedars near Cedar Bluffs, accom- 
panying twenty Boy Scouts. . . Johnny 
Litzenberg, Dick Grant, and Russ Rauch 
vacationed at home—painting, repairing, 
etc. . . . Congratulations to our graduates. 
Ralph Baldwin completed his work at Ne- 
braska Wesleyan University in mid-year and 
has been working full time since then, but 
was a member of the May 30 graduating 
class. . . . Don Nelson completed work in 
the College of Business Administration at 
the University of Nebraska and graduated 
June 5. He had been employed part time 
in the warehouse while attending school, and 
took up full time duties in the office after 
graduation. We are confident that with 
diligent application the Telephone Industry 
will provide the future for which each of 
you are planning. 


Traffic Department 
General Traffic & Cafeteria 


Goldia Simons, Associate Editor 
If by chance anyone might have seen 
our Mrs. Combs attired in dark glasses with 
a little tin cup, chanting the phrase, “Alms 
for the Poor,” please do not think it was 
due to a resignation in our department. 
Irene left her purse at the Wilber exchange 
office while visiting there. It was a good 
thing there were some kind hearts existing 
in the L. T. & T. Co., as a collection was 
taken up in order to transport Irene home 
in a cab. This recent experience of Irene’s 
seems to indicate a new method of thrift— 
forget one’s purse and use the money of 
someone else. Sounds like an economical 
idea. . . . Recently Dick Hobson came to 
the office with what appeared to be tears 
in his eyes. So it seems, two of the loved 
puppies of the Hobson family passed away. 
We extend our heartfelt sympathy to you, 
Dick. ... Marcia Watson of the Cafeteria 
is spending four days in Chicago attending 
the National Restaurant Show sponsored 
by the Nationai Restaurant Association. 
Annie Epler has been ill and away 
from her work in the Cafeteria. We hope 
she will soon be on our “Feeling Fine” 
list. . . . Yours Truly took a dive over a 
hurdie of mud only to sprain the left ankle. 
The bandage stayed on a couple of days 
until one day we were passing the elevator 
and Hattie made the comment that we re- 
sembled a race horse. So-o-o the bandage 
was removed at once. Hattie is in a posi- 
tion to observe, so her advice is not taken 
lightly by most of us. ... Frances Harmon’s 
smile has been so bright lately that it has 
almost put her beautiful new diamond in 

the shade. Congratulations, Frances. 


Lincoln Operating Department 
Mary Ormand, Associate Editor 


The operating room was a busy place 
during the flood period with many working 
overtime. . . . Many from Traffic trekked 
through the rain to the depot to see Presi- 
dent Truman. Many, however, ran for drier 
quarters as the “heavens opened” with a 
deluge just about speaking time. ... A fare- 
well party was given for Helen Droughon 
at the home of Minnie Allen. Fourteen 
suests were present at the covered dish din- 
ner, at which time a gift was presented 
Helen, who is leaving for Germany... . 
A baby gift shower was given by Berdina 
Rau and Leona Sherwood in the Company 
clubroom for Irene Schwartz. A very pleas- 
ant evening was enjoyed and Mrs. Schwartz 
was the recipient of many beautiful gifts. 
... Betty Kroeger spent a recent week end 
in Grand Island—and—incidentally, we are 
wondering, Betty; to what advantage it is 
to stop off at Seward on the return trip 
when your destination is Lincoln? .. . 
Vernita Vorce visited at her home in Tobias 
recently. Stella Sowers has returned 
from leave of absence spent in Seward car- 
ing for her grandmother. A shower 
was given for Marlene Belisle by Mary 
Weber and Marilyn Maly. Vaca- 
tioners include Linda Kraus, who visited 
in Steinauer and Taylor; Mary Stava, who 
journeyed to New Orleans; Arlene Fitzpat- 
rick, who visited Weeping Water, Broken 
Bow and Falls City; Ella Hansen, Cather- 
ine Dunham and Lois Capron also vaca- 
tioned this month. . Lillian Campbell 
spent a recent week end visiting in Tecum- 
seh. ... Virginia Stiles loves to ride horse- 
back but her enthusiasm was dampened in 
her Sunday ride when her horse ran away. 
Virginia says it’s funny now, but it almost 
proved tragic when the horse suddenly be- 
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Having just located an elusive cable fault 
at Dunbar, Don Wilson, splicer, and Bob 
ny aa helper, are repairing the broken 
sheath, 
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came uncontrollable, but as suddenly he 
seemed to sense the folly of it and became 
perfectly calm. . . . Delores Glover Slote, 
formerly of Traffic, is moving with her fam- 
ily to their new home at 1801 South 43rd 
Street. . . . Addalene Lorensen visited in 
Weeping Water recently. ... Blanche Logan 
says the “mad rush” getting off to work 
goes on just about the same at their house. 
One morning recently her husband was 
trying to get through a quick shave but 
the going was rough. To his dismay he 
discovered he was using tooth paste for 
shaving cream. ... Joy Holly Jones’ friends 
are wondering why something always, in- 
variably happens to Joy’s car when she takes 
them out. Running out of gas, and running 
down the battery seem to be the chief com- 
plaints. . . . Lola and Ruth Hetherington 
spent the week end at their home in 
Lawrence. 


Southern. District 


Christine Mason, Associate Editor 
Auburn Area 
Florence Fruehling, Correspondent 
With the coming of summer, vacations 
are again in full swing. Those who recently 
enjoyed their vacations are Edna Clark 
and Dorothy Biggerstaff. 


Beatrice Area 
Helen Meents, Correspondent 
On the vacation list are Elva Puckett, Vey 
Warren and Lucille Twohig. We wonder 
if Vey is enjoying her vacation as she had 
the misfortune of falling downstairs at her 
home and chipping her ankle bone, but if 
we know her, that wouldn’t stop her from 
going out and having a good time. 
Hattie Elmshauser went to Lincoln on her 
week end and saw President Truman. Al- 
though it took her a long time to get back 
home on account of the flash floods between 
Lincoln and Beatrice, she reports a very 
nice time. Margaret Smith, former 
operator here, spent several days in Beatrice 
on a vacation from Denver, Colorado, where 
she is now employed as PBX operator at 
the Denver Post. . . . Glad to see Hazel 
Neugebauer back on the job after recuper- 
ating from the painful effects of two broken 
ribs. 
Fairbury Area 
Florence Herman, Correspondent 
Congratulations to Idonna Landis who is 
wearing a beautiful diamond. . . Joyce 
Blanton attended a Pharmic dinner dance 
at Brookings, South Dakota, May 6. On 
her way back she was marooned in Lincoln 
because of flood waters. Dorcas Slater was 
visiting in Lincoln and was also marooned 
there for the same reason... . Betty Furry 
and Betty Shepherd have both been help- 
ing their folks paint their homes. .. . Elsie 
Schoenrock plans to be married in the near 
future. Best wishes, Elsie. ... Earl Schem- 
merhorn has been on the sick list this week. 
Spring fever, Earl?? 
Tecumseh Area 
Mary Kalin, Correspondent 
Tyler Ryan had a chance to show his abil- 
ity as a cook at a Kiwanis Club breakfast 
recently—his was the important task of 


frying pancakes. Wonder how good he was: 


at flipping them! ... Little ol? Dan Cupid 
has been working around here again. There’s 
a rumor that Vern Johnson now has strings 
attached since he gave a certain girl a ring. 
... Tyler Ryan, Bill Eckles, Cecile More- 
head and Mary Meister attended Pawnee 
City “Open House.” Bet they all took lolli- 
pops like all the kiddies when the favors 
were passed out... . Irby Halverstadt really 
suffered when the weather turned cold re- 
cently. The heater had already been taken 
out of his truck and he almost froze. Then 
he had a siege of the flu for a couple of 
days. . . . Clara Costello spent a week end 
in Omaha recently with her relatives. .. . 
Waldo Harrington spent his vacation visit- 
ing his parents in Kanorado, Kansas, a 
brother in Garden City, Kansas, and a day 
shopping in Denver, Colorado, where he 
bought more salt and pepper shakers for 
his_ collection. We have one lucky 
person in our midst—Cecile Morehead was 
so-o-o excited when she was notified that 
she had won a neat portable radio. Sounds 
like just the thing for picnics and such! ... 
Mr. Ryan must be trying to start a new 
fad; he was putting the postage stamps in 
the upper /eft-hand corner of the envelope. 

. Mary Kalin was bridesmaid for her 
sister who was married in St. Anthony’s 
Church at Steinauer, May 6... . Mr. and 
Mrs. Irby Halverstadt, Tyler Ryan, Goldie 
Thompson, Cecile Morehead, and Mary 
Meister attended the Pioneer banquet in 
Lincoln, May 19. Irby wanted to make 
sure he would enjoy the dinner so he took 
his third set of teeth with him. 


Wilber Area 
Lavina McElroy, Correspondent 


Mrs. Adell Hershey, Chief Operator at 
Tobias, spent her vacation at home and 
visiting friends and relatives in Table Rock. 


Western District 


Beatrice Rohrer, Associate Editor 
Geneva-Hebron Area 
Verna Dankenbring, Correspondent 

Visitors in the Geneva Office on May 
13 were Ethel Patrick and Leone Jones, 
Chief Operators at Fairmont and Ohiowa. 
_.. The first to sneak off on a two weeks 
vacation is Nata Hershey of the 
Geneva Traffic Department. Miss 
Hershey is visiting her mother 
in Tobias and doing just as 
little as possible. Laura 
Jean Baker was honored at a 
card party given by the Fair- 
mont Office employees on her 
birthday, May 12th. . A few 
office employees found out that 
we have a new cop on the job. 
Ronnie Francis, plant, was called 
for speeding, and the cashier and 
one operator were reminded that 
jay walking is no longer allowed. 

. Margaret Bethscheider, chief 
operator, was honored at a ban- 
quet given by the Hebron Cham- 
ber of Commerce, for her many 
years of service to this commu- 
nity... . Mr. and Mrs. Ernie 


Wellman spent an enjoyable week end 
at Eaton, Colorado, recently. They also 
attended the Pioneer banquet at Lin- 
coln on May 19. Ernie is a plant man at 
Hebron... . Here is a funny incident which 
happened to one of our operators at the 
board one day. A patient who had just 
been admitted in the Memorial Hospital, 
called in and asked for information. Prompt- 
ly the operator replied “Information.” Then 
the patient asked, “Is is all right for me to 
take off my underwear and shoes now?” The 
amused operator then informed the embar- 
rassed patient that he was talking to a tele- 
phone operator and not to the information 
desk at the hospital. 


Hastings Area 
Peggy Johnson, Correspondent 

As we write the news this month, we find 
the Hastings office to be a busy place. The 
reason, of course, is the training of the 
operators for their positions in the new 
building. .. . But among the confusion and 
excitement, Cupid still found time to shoot 
his arrow and pointed it straight at Miss 
Hartman. Congratulations. We think your 
diamond’s very pretty. . . . Vacationing in 
Colorado and Virginia are Mildred and 
Marjorie Bebensee. We hope you had a 
nice trip, girls. ... Marie Pearson, Moreanne 
Alldritt, Jesse VanTrump and Anna Larsen 
attended the Pioneer banquet in Lincoln, 
Friday, May 19. From all reports, everyone 
had a nice time. . . . Miss Alldritt seems 
to have all the bad luck lately. Every time 
she has a week end off and she goes to 
Iowa, it storms. This last week end found 
her stranded in Omaha due to the recent 
flood. We have a suggestion, Miss Alldritt. 
Do you suppose it would help to have your 
week ends changed? 

Superior Area 
LuEtta Braun, Correspondent 

Twenty-seven third grade pupils from 
the Superior North Ward School, and their 
teacher, visited the Traffic Department on 
May 16. ... Barbara Bagley is spending 
her vacation with relatives in Texas. . 
Congratulations are in order for Lois Frahm 
and Jim Bauer on their engagement. Both 
are employed at Superior, Lois in the Traf- 
fic Department, Jim in the Plant Depart- 
ment. . .. Detta Manion has resigned from 


Pulling in a 900 pair cable at Beatrice are Ray Boling’s con- 
struction crew: Tom Roller, Ray Boling, Merle Chamberlain, R. H. 
Olderog, Art Higgins and Merle Hulbert. 


seth 19  . 
~: aif ‘ a - 


the Traffic Department to take up house- 
keeping. She is planning to be married 
in Oregon. A double bridal shower 
was given for Detta Manion and Laurine 
Schleif on Tuesday evening May 9. The 
girls attended a movie and later had re- 
freshments in a cafe. Everyone reported 
a good time. . . . Lulu Doher returned to 
work last week from her vacation which 
she spent at her home in Nelson, relaxing 
from her work. . Gearldeen Williams’ 
brother, who is in the Armed Forces, sta- 
tioned in Alaska, arrived here, having been 
called home because of the serious illness 
of their father . .. Lillie Wilford treated 
all the Traffic girls to cup cakes one day 
last week. . . . Clara Chambers is planning 
to spend a week end in Colorado. . .- - 
Clarinda Lake is wearing a beautiful dia- 
mond ring which she says was a gift from 
her sister. (We are wondering, Clarinda!) 
_ . . Hazel Rust has been on the sick list 
a few days the past week. . . . Louise Mat- 
lock and Evelyn Huffman have finished their 
toll training. . . . Lillie Wilford, the jani- 
tress, was running the vacuum sweeper in 
the lounge room the other day and when 
she stooped over to get another attachment, 
the flowers disappeared off the desk. Since 
Lillie got the vacuum too close to the 
flowers, she found them when she emptied 
the bag. She said there were a few leaves 
left. 
Sutton Area 
Norma Nuss, Correspondent 

Laurietta Fuehrer was in Lincoln last 
week attending an Eastern Star meeting. 
. . . The marriage of Duane Grove, com- 
binationman at Sutton, and Donna Ogle, 
was an event of May 21. The wedding was 
held in the Methodist Church. Duane had 
a two weeks vacation until June 5, which 
gave them a nice long honeymoon. The best 
of luck to both of you. .. . Phyllis Bieck, 
chief operator at Harvard, underwent a 
serious operation about two weeks ago at 
the Mary Lanning Hospital in Hastings. 
She came home last Sunday, and is pro- 
gressing nicely. We are all anxious to 
have her back with us again. 


York-Osceola Area 
Helen Garner, Correspondent 
Velma Garlock has returned to work 
after a month’s absence for an 
appendectomy. We are happy to 
report she is looking very well 
and feeling fine. Cappy 
Schrader has already enjoyed an 
early vacation. She spent it “down 
on the farm” planting flowers and 
raking the lawn. Her home is near 
Bradshaw. . . . Mrs. Pflughaupt, 
our chief operator, is spending this 
week on vacation in her old home 
town, Seward. Jeanette 
Mathews has given up her work 
to become a housewife. She was 
married May 20. Best wishes, 
jeanette! ... Little is said about 
the office’s bowling team. They 
are now in fourth place in the 
league, which is very fine for a 
group of girls who have had com- 


paratively little experience. 


CHET HARP HATES COFFEE AND NEVER HAD A CUP OF 


THE STUFF IN HI9 LIFE UNTIL 4 FEW DAYS 4G0 - AND HEARD THEM SLIDING DOWN THE HOSE AND THOUGHT SHE MIGHT 


TAA ONE He GOT WHEN A WAITRESS INA HASTINGS || $e ABLE To GeT-Tew OUT OF THE BAG END BACK INTO THE VASE 
RESTAURANT SPILLED IT ENTIRE CONTENTS INTO os 
Hig HIP POCKET, . WITHESEES DECLARE: THAT any | | WHNO ONE BENG THe WISER- BUT 1T_UHG NO USE 


ft DROP FAILED To FIND ITS MARK . 


| CAN TELL |T 
NEEDS MORE 


4 mm, 
VIC MU5SELMAN'S FORMULA FOR TIMING 
OIL CHANGES IN HIS BIG SHINY CAR SOUNDED 
PRETTY GOOD UNTIL HE CONFESSED, ONE DAY, 
THAT THE VEHICLE HAD GIVEN UP THE GHOST 
AT THE END OF.A LONG RUN AND HAD SfoPPéD 
FOR ALL TIME, WITH ITS PISTONS FUSED 
SOLIDLY 10 THE C¥LINDER WALLS. 


ex ASA WATERS WENT BACK TO THE 
“77s Pot FOR A SECOND HELPING OF 


i ee Fy BEFORE FILLING IT. He ALMOST 
io ag CHOKED ON THE FIRST 
Veal SWALLOW ! 


(ie) FOR NEARLY # QUARTER OF # CENTURY, 


HATTIE STALEY HAS NURTURED THE 

/ DESIRE TO CARRY A REAL HOLLYWOOD 
OR WASHINGTON CELEBRITY ON HER 
ELEVATOR . NOW SHE 15 A BIT SAD 
BECAUSE HER BROTHER REALIZED 
THE AMBITION FIRST. .HE WAS THE 

ENGINEER ON THE TRAIN WHICH 

CARRIED PRESIDENT TRUMAN TO 

RAVENNA ON HIS RECENT 
VISIT 10 NEBRASKE# . 


27 WHY 

=\ IN TROUBLE , 1 JUST KEEP 

Y THE RECEIVER OFF THE PHONE 
:) 50 THE BELL WONT BOTHER 
=] MY BOY WHILE HE'S 

4 SLEEPING ! 
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WHILE RUNNING THE VACUUM CLEANER IN THE SUPERIOR 
OPERATORS LOUNGE LILLIE WILFORD LEANED OVER TO GET 
ANOTHER ATTACHMENT, AND AS SHE DID SO A VASE FULL OF 
FLOWERS DISAPPEARED FROM THE DESK BEHIND HER . LILLIE 


THERE WASN'T EVEN # TWIG LEFT INTACT. 


= | NEVER KNOW. $e: 
a WHERE VM GOING §2: 


(m=> 
OUT FROM 2) 
COLLEGE VIEW fo 5 


9, ~ AND WHILE ON INDELICATE SUBJECTS 
med \T SHOULD BE MENTIONED THAT 
(set “AUZEHRUNG GOT HIS FOOT STUCK 
; IN A uaraineeatean 5 

7 CUSPIDOR WHILE KIBITZING 
SASSO — SNOOKER MATCH BETWEEN Roy 
[<= AE CARLSON AND PAUL HENSON AT 
TS HASTINGS ONE EVENING. 


SSS AL, ANATI¥ DRESSER, WAS 
NEARING NEW PALE BLUE SLACKS 
WHICH HE HAD To CARRY 
Ty SRRIGHT To HE INCINERATOR, 
_ ~~ FAFTER CLEANING UP THE 
meme, EFFECTS OF THE MISHAP. 


HELEN DROUGHON, LINCOLN TRAFFIC , OFFERED 10 GIVE GLADYS TRUMBLE 

A RIDE TO AN OPERATORS’ PARTY IN UPTOWN LINCOLN . 50 SHE DROVE 
TO HAVELOCK 10 GET GLADYS , THEN CAME ROARING SOUTH ON THE 
BOULEVARD. . WHEN THE LANDSCAPE OF COLLEGE VIEW BEGHN To FLOAT 
BY GLADYS GOT A BIT PANICKY, FOR IT WAS A GOOD FIVE MILES OFF THE 
SIRAIGHT ROAD TO THE PARTY. BUT HELEN ASSURED HER THAT EVERY- 
THING WAS UNDER CONTROL, BUT SHE COULD NOT FIND HER WAY 

ABOUT TOWN WITHOUT STARTING FROM COLLEGE VIEW. 


SHH NE ES 


) 1 /} - 
( B'DS CAFETERIA COFFEE AND FILLED x > 
THY Cpe HIS CUP TOHE BRIM- QUITE « 
(y $ FORGETTING ae He HAD : « 
bs eae rE: y/ WADDED HI5 DIR NAPKIN IN 0 : NOBODY EVER LN4~7 pin red ahs Y 
Yai Te BOTTOM OF THE CUP ae Lav DOWN KC 


ANY CARD SS 


Q — Zz / 
5 : > AYE 
S | ae 4A «Ek 


Ul 
We 


S 
SSS 
> 


Rie 
RZ 
GRACE HAUSCHILD WAS ON THE COMMITIEE FOR GATHERING 
FLOWERS 10 DECORATE TABLES AT THE PIONEER BANQUET. 
BOB ROSS TOLD THEM To GO OUT To HIS HOME WHERE THEY 
COULD GET ALL THE FLOWERS THEY NEEDED IN HIS BACK 
YARD. . GRACE WANDERED AWAY FROM THE GROUP, 
CROSSED THE LOT LINE AND HAD ALMOST DENUDED A 
NEIGHBORS PERENNIAL GARDEN AND LILAC BUSH BEFORE 
THEY REALIZED SHE WAS TRESPASSING, THEN CAME # 
MAD RUSH FOR THE CAR WITH THE GIRLS EXPECTING 
EVERY MOMENT To HEAR THE DISTANT WAIL OF A 

POLICE SIREN BEHIND THEM. 


OM RISSER SAT IN ON A NIGHTLY CANASTA 
GAME IN A HASTINGS HOTEL ROOM AND HAD 
NO LUCK WHATEVER . NIGHT AFTER NIGHT HE TOOK 
IT ON THE CHIN WHILE HI5 OPPONENTS GEORGE ALBURY 
AND WARREN SHUCK SPREAD THEIR MELDS ALL OVER THE 
FABLE . TOM DIDN'T KNOW THAT THEY WERE 
READING HIS CARDS IN THE BIG MIRROR 
BEHIND HIM- AND NEVER MAKING Al DISCARD 
THAT WOULD DO HIS HAND AN¥ GOOD ! 
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HASTINGS DIAL 
CONVERSION 


MEET THE 


Forse ee E She 4 


le THE largest single project of its 
4+ kind in Company history, the Hast- 
ings exchange was converted to the 
dial system at 10:30 P. M., July 1, ac- 
cording to schedule. The change in- 
volved the complete cutting of all local 
and long distance lines to the new cen- 
tral office at 4th and St. Joseph Streets 
and the abandonment of the old build- 
ing and equipment at 3rd and Denver 
Streets. Included in the conversion were 
7,229 local telephones, 27 PBX systems 
and all toll and trunk line terminations. 
Sixty-seven per cent of the Company’s 
100,139 telephones are now dial oper- 
ated. 

To the few—the very few—invited 
guests and employees who witnessed 
the final acts which brought completion 
to the giant undertaking, the cutover 


Mr. Fred Irons, president of the Hastings Chamber of 
Commerce, places the first long distance call and Mayor 
Carl E. Prati, Sr., makes the first local call. Observing the 
ceremony are E. J. Flowerday, area manager: Merle M. 
Hale, general commercial superintendent; and John Spady, 


district manager. 


On the Cover 


Men in the picture in upper left are 
poised to pull the heat coils at the main 
frame in the old building to cut con- 
nections with the manual board. Left 
to right are Fred McCormick, J. L. 
Roth, D. E. Webb, E. W. Burchess and 
Howard Lahr. Goggles were worn to 
protect eyes. 

In upper right, R. M. Drake and 
Ronald Smith are pulling spacers be- 
tween contacts to connect the new dial 
equipment. 

Lines to the Spencer Park area are 
being cut by Don McKean and Boyd 
Imler in the lower picture. 


itself was unimpressive. Only a small 
segment of the task came within the 
range of vision of any spectator, while 
every action was so coordinated and 
positive that the deed was done almost 
before it could be realized that the 
zero hour had arrived. 


version. 


Weeks of painstaking preparation had 
been concentrated on the activities of 
these few vital moments. The cutover 
procedure had been planned, written 
and revised until every essential @¢t, 
however minute, was aligned and sy” 
chronized with the other steps involved. 
‘“Dress rehearsals” were held, and each 
employee had been trained to perform 
his part with military precision. The 
procedure script even specified the 
phrases to be spoken over the special 
telephone hook-up which was used by 
key personnel during the process of the 
cutover. These telephones, incidentally, 
were the only ones in Hastings not ™ 
volved in the cut. 


In general charge was John Spady, 
district manager, with E. J. Flowerday, 
area manager, directing the loca] ‘Ub 


Chief Operator Marie Pearson puts through the first 
long distance call on the new switchboard after the ©?" 
L. P. Young, general traffic superintesdent, 
watches the call go through. Mr. Irons talked to Pres! 
T. C. Woods at Lincoln in the ceremony shown 
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The conversion was directed and the work of the personnel involved was co- 
ordinated from this central control point in the switchroom. E. J. Flowerday, area 
manager, is issuing instructions by means of the private line telephone system 
especially installed for this purpose. District Manager John Spady is checking 
the procedure. Interested observers are Dick Welch of the Automatic Electric 
Company and F. E. Behm, general plant superintendent, standing by the door, and 
George Barney, assistant to the general plant superintendent, standing in the 


foreground. 
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(Right) making some tests before the conversion are Dave Guthrie, using the test 


set, and B. L. Herzog. 


over activities. They directed proceed- 
ings from a master telephone in the new 
office switchroom. Key personnel, at 
their stations on the special magneto 
party line were Moreane Alldritt, at 
the old office switchboard, in charge 
of clearing the board of local and long 
distance calls and to determine emergen- 
cies; J. A. Mason, at the old office test 
board, in charge of pulling heat coils 
and cutting jumpers; Don McKean, at 
the new office main frame, in charge 
of cutting the Spencer Park half tap; 
Clarence Schleufer, at the new office 
switchroom, in charge of pulling fiber 
spacers; and Audrey Ransom, standing 
by at the new toll switchboard to re- 
ceive word that the cutover was in 
effect. Key personnel were directed to 
receive orders only from Mr. Flower- 
day. 

At 10:00 P. M. the key employees 
took their stations on the special tele- 
phone circuit and reported that all was 
in readiness and the roll call of their 
helpers was complete. At 10:15 another 
roll call was made and all time pieces 
synchronized. At 10:20 came the final 
roll call, word was given that the cut- 
over was proceeding on schedule and 
for everyone to take their respective 
stations. Miss Alldritt was instructed 
to begin turning back local and toll 
calls in order to clear the switchboard. 

At 10:26 Miss Alldritt reported that 
one toll and four local emergency calls 
existed and that the cut should be de- 
layed until the calls were completed. 


Hastings Is Proud of Its New Dial Service 
Mayor Carl E. Pratt, Sr, Voices Appreciation at 


Conversion Ceremony in the Following Remarks: 


i haze ceremony tonight marks the culmination of many weeks and 
months of careful planning and work. Many of us have looked forward 
to this occasion with a great deal of anticipation and pleasure. Frankly, 
I must confess my lack of knowledge concerning the technical and 
mechanical accomplishments which this occasion represents. However, 
I am cognizant of the fact that this brief ceremony denotes a certain step 
of advancement in the progress of this community. While the communi- 
cations services represented by this great Company have always been 
efficient and modern, yet, we must recognize this present innovation as an 
even greater step in the advancement of modern, efficient services. The 
citizens of this community were greatly encouraged when they learned 
that the Lincoln Telephone and Telegraph Company were planning to 
erect a new building that would include all the modern facilities in 
design and construction. Only recently has this been accomplished and 
now that the headquarters of this Company are housed in their new 
location and the new dial service has been installed, it is fitting and 
proper that we should meet on an occasion like this and recognize the 
innovation of these modern, efficient facilities which have been placed so 
generously at the disposal of the citizens of this community. 

Mr. Spady, on behalf of the citizens of Hastings and as Mayor of 
Hastings, I want to congratulate you and your fine Company for the 
very evident confidence you have in this community and its future. The 
City of Hastings is very proud of the accomplishment of the Lincoln 
Telephone & Telegraph Company who have played an important part 
in this community for over half a century! We recognize the fact that 
your firm represents one of the stable business organizations and has 
played a large part in the building of Hastings and vicinity throughout 
the years. We want to use this means of proffering every facility we 


have in supporting your fine program of advancement. 
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On the job at Hastings’ new test board are 
Roy Cleveland, H. O. Wentink, and J. G. Van- 
Nordheim. 


Fortunately the “all clear” signal was 
soon given and the planned sequence 
of events proceeded. Perhaps it would 
be interesting to “listen in” on the 
special telephone system from that 
point. The dialogue follows, exactly as 
it was spoken: 

Mr. Flowerday: “Mr. Mason, pull 
the heat coils.” 

Mr. Mason: 
coils now.”’ 

Mr. Flowerday: “Correct.” (Sound 


of heat coils ripping from protectors 
and clattering over floor.) 


“We will pull the heat 


Merlie Markuson, traveling chief operator, 
Anna Larson and Jessie Van Trump the difference be- 
tween using dials and key senders on the new switch- 


board. 


The picture at right was taken just 19 minutes after 
the conversion and shows the new long distance switch- 


board in service. 


Mr. Mason: “Heat coils are all re- 
moved. We will start cutting jumpers.” 

Mr. Flowerday: “Proceed... . ‘Mr. 
McKean, you will cut Spencer Park.” 

Mr. McKean: “I will cut Spencer 
Park now.” 

Mr. Flowerday: “Correct.” (Sound 
of tree clippers cutting through two 
cables.) 

Mr. McKean: “Spencer Park is cut.” 

Mr. Flowerday: “Spencer Park is 


39 


cut.” ... “Mr. Schleufer, you will pull 
the fibers.” 

Mr. Schleufer: “We will pull the 
fibers now.” 

Mr. Flowerday: “Correct.” (Sound 
of fiber spacers being pulled from con- 
tact springs.) 

Mr. Schleufer: “Fibers are all re- 
moved.” 

There may have been more to the 
conversation, but it could not be heard. 
The new equipment burst into life. Line 
finders started buzzing the instant the 
contacts came together, indicating that 
the people of Hastings were anxious to 
try their skill in the use of the dial. The 
time consumed from start to finish of 
the local cut was about two minutes. 

More than 90 employees took active 
part in the conversion, including the 
operators at both the old and new 
switchboards. Twenty men were em- 
ployed in the actual process of the 
local cut. Assisting Jack Mason in pull- 
ing heat coils were: H. Lahr, F. L. 
McCormick, D. Webb, J. 
Roth and E. Burchess. These 
men wore goggles to protect 
their eyes from the flying heat 
coils. With Don McKean at 
the Spencer Park half-tap cut 
was Boyd Imler, and pull- 
ing the spacers under Mr. 
Schleufer’s direction were 
George Albury, R. M. Drake, 
R. H. Smith, J. E. Giest, C. 
E. Hedstrom, T. R. Egan, E. 
V. Hiatt, G. R. Anderson and 
G. L. Garrett. Combination- 
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Jack Mason takes down one of the last 
connections on the old test board shortly 
before the conversion. 


men Coleman, McKean, Fleck Imler 
and Valentine were immediately dis- 
patched to change the public telephones 
over the city to dial operation. 

The first local call was placed by Carl 
E. Pratt, Mayor of Hastings, who talked 
to Mrs. Pratt at their home. The first 
long distance call was made by Fred 
Irons, president of the Chamber of 
Commerce, who brought word of the 
cutover’s completion to President T. C. 
Woods, in Lincoln. Marie Pearson, 
chief operator at Hastings, set up the 
first connection. Also in attendance 
were Burt James, managing editor of 
the Hastings Tribune and Donald G. 
Bell, former commercial manager at 
Hastings and Lincoln. J. W. Dudgeon 
was in charge of the reception of 
guests. 

Many people were disappointed that 
the general public and employees with- 
out assignment were excluded from the 
building on the night of the cutover. 
It was a necessary safeguard to the suc- 
cess of the whole endeavor, for the 
way had to be kept clear for the work- 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Francis Darnold, Clarence 
Schleufer and Dave Guthrie are 
installing one of the 17 carriers 
from the old to the new Hastings 
building. 


George Albury, “4” office 
foreman at Lincoln, helped 
out at Hastinas with the care- 
ful testing of the dial equip- 
ment before the cutover. 


was called and individually tested with the new dial equipment in 
the weeks preceding the conversion. Men on the testboard were 
assisted by these girls who called subscribers for the tests. Roy 
Cleveland at right was in charge of the testing. The young ladies, 


Service Department men standing by for assignment before the 
conversion are, left to right, Gene Hiatt, Harry Tubbs, C. E. Hedstrom, 
Andy Anderson, George Fleck, Clarence Schleufer, J. L. Garrett and 
Tom Egan, 


Roy Carlson and Roger Ghorm- 
ley of the Engineering Depari- 
ment are engaged in some of the 
final testing before the new 
equipment went into service. 


Running and testing jumpers on 
the main frame was an important 
and exacting task. Here are some 
of the men who worked at it. Left 
to right, Ronald Smith, Jack Roth, 
Jim Geist and George Fleck. 


left to right, are Carol Rinker, Shirley Weiderspan, Janet Turner, 
Donna Gronewold, Shirley Reichstein and Marlene Weber. 

The picture at right above shows the operating department at the 
old switchboard in the last hours of its many years of service to 
Hastings. 


Talking things over while waiting for the hour of the conversion 
are, left to right, George Keith, Gerry Morris, Ernest Barney, D. C. 
Wilson, Dave Guthrie, Francis Darnold and Floyd Crewdson, 


- 
Te Ee 


dowdy. (rote 


| Fae month the Company purchased 
the outstanding stock of the Crete 
Telephone Company and thus acquired 
the exchanges of Crete and Kramer. 
Both exchanges will continue to be oper- 
ated under the name of the Crete Tele- 
phone Company until certain service 
improvements have been made. Some of 
this work has already been started and 
as we went to press the enlargement of 
the switchboard capacity at Crete from 
300 to 400 lines was nearing comple- 
tion. Crete serves 1,375 telephones and 
Kramer, which is dial operated, serves 
125. Kramer has had dial service since 
January 1940 when the 50 line North 
Electric board was installed. 

The News dropped in at Crete at 
about the time of the purchase to take 
a few pictures and get acquainted with 
the fine group of telephone people 
there. William McOmber, better known 
as Bill around the community, is the 
new manager. He succeeds Ben Miller 
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who organized the Crete company in 
1908 and has been actively engaged in 
telephone work since the turn of the 
century. Working for the Automatic 
Electric Company, he helped install 
some of the first dial equipment in Los 
Angeles and Riverside, California in 
1900. Mr. Miller at present owns the 
Frontier Telephone Company which 


operates exchanges at Reynolds, Hub- 
bell and Chester. 


Mr. McOmber started with the Crete 
company in 1912 as a night operator and 
later took up construction work there. 
He joined the L. T. and T. company 
in 1914 as a lineman and saw service 
over most of our territory during the 
next four years. In 1918 he returned 
to Crete and in 1920 took up his tele- 
phone career there again and has been 
with the Crete company since as an 
installer and repairman. 

Crete is a prosperous and growing 
community and the largest town in 
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Manager William O. McOmber, Marfae Wer- 
qin and Ethel Park are pictured at left in the 
Crete business office. 


Outside view of the Crete building with 
Phyllis Trepka, Marfae Wergin, Ethel Park, 
Ben Miller and William McOmber standing 
left to right. 


Saline County. It has many fine schools 
and churches and is the home of Doane 
College. Perhaps the best known of its 
places of business is the Crete Mills 
whose towering elevators dominate the 
skyline as one approaches the town. Sev- 
eral recreational parks are located there. 
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Seated above in the Crete office is Ben 
Miller, founder of the Crete company and 
one of ihe leading businessmen of the com- 
munity. Marfae Wergin is operating an add- 
ing machine behind him. 


At left is a part of the Crete operating de- 
partment and a partial view of the Kellogg 
switchboard. Left to right are Chief Operator 
Elizabeth Johnson, Lucille Kurzen, Betty 
Steele and Phyllis Trepka. Standing is Pearl 
O’Hehir of Lincoln, assistant supervisor of 
methods. Not in the picture are Shirley 
Wergin, Helen Cudly, Fern Jacobs, Maude 
Christensen and Lydia McGuire. 


Dial Service For Hastings 
(Continued from page 4) 


ers, as no delay could be tolerated in 
the split second timing of their move- 
ments. Ralph Wait and Carl Wagner 
were stationed at the foot of the two 
stairways leading to the second floor. 
They were provided with a list of per- 
sons who were invited or had business 
there. No others were admitted. 

The toll line cuts got under way 
nearly an hour before the local conver- 
sion and a separate organization was set 
up to handle the details. Director of 
the toll cutover was Roy Carlson, as- 
sisted by D. C. Wilson. Manning the 
test board were Roy Cleveland, H. O. 
Wentink and J. Van Nordheim. Sta- 
tioned near the toll board at the old 
office was Anna Bott, who was in con- 
stant touch with Mr. Carlson through 
the special telephone circuit. In the pro- 
cedure, Mr. Carlson would ask if cer- 
tain lines were clear to cut. Mrs. Bott 
would make the check and, if clear, 
gave the “cut” signal, immediately plac- 
ing a signal plug in the jacks to indi 
cate that the circuits were now thrown 
to the new board. John Eckles, mean- 
while, called the distant terminal of- 
fices to inform them that the cuts were 
to be made. 

The toll cuts were made by Dave 
Guthrie and Francis Darnold, assisted 
by B. Herzog and B. C. Macholan. 
Merlie Markuson and Pearl O’Hehir 
were at Hastings to help with traffic 
details and instruction. Other personnel 
were stationed at exchanges terminating 
lines from Hastings. Irene Combs was 
at Red Cloud and Myra Metcalf at 
York. Technicians at outlying towns 
were Al-Ager at Superior, Perry Cald- 
well at Clay Center, Ernest Barney and 
Gerry Morris at Hansen and Floyd 
Crewdson at Harvard. 

The contingent from the general of- 
fices included T. S. Risser, Roger 
Ghormley, Paul H. Henson, R. D. An- 
drews, George Keith, M. M. Hale, C. C. 
Donley, F. E. Behm, L. P. Young, 
G. P. Barney and M. C. Walker. The 
Automatic Electric Company, manufac: 
turers of the switching equipment, tele- 
phones and toll board was represented 
by Clarence Deihl, C. E. Lomax, Ken- 
neth Kaiser, Carl Pracht and R. O. 
Welch. 

Thus were the people of Hastings 
‘provided with the last word in modern 


telephony. In some respects it is ultra- 
modern, for provision has been made 
to adapt the equipment to plans which 
extend far into the future. The key 
senders, by which the operators at the 
toll board select called numbers, are an 
innovation in our territory. The send- 
ers have the appearance of a double 
row of adding machine buttons and are 
mounted on the key shelf at each posi- 
tion. The operator “dials” the number 
by depressing the proper keys in order. 
The number is instantly “set up” or 
stored in the equipment, to be released 
and sent out on the line when the 
operator depresses the sending button. 


The Hastings operator “dials” the 
called parties at Lincoln and several 
other towns directly through her key 
senders and, reciprocally, those towns 
dial Hastings subscribers from their 
boards. In neither case is the operator 
at the called town involved in making 
the connection. The saving in time and 
the reduced chance for errors by using 
this method are obvious. 


The new building at Fourth and 5t. 
Joseph is a two story brick structure 
with stone trim. It is completely fire 
proof, modern and air conditioned. It 
houses the entire local, area and district 
personnel as well as the equipment. An 
“Open House” will be held July 26-27- 
28, to which all employees as well as 
the general public will be invited. 

The telephone history of Hastings 
extends back nearly 70 years. The ex- 
change was incorporated January 25, 
1871, built during the summer months 
and service was inaugurated later in 
the year. Long distance lines did not 
appear until September, 1893, when 
a circuit was strung to Lincoln, and con- 
nections made with the network of long 
distance lines extending to Omaha and 
eastward. A group of local businessmen 
organized and built the Hastings Inde- 
pendent Telephone Company as a com- 
peting exchange in 1904, and by 1912 
this concern had nearly as many sub- 
scribers as the Bell. The latter exchange 
was included in the general Bell pur- 
chase by the Lincoln Telephone and 
Telegraph Company in 1912, and the 
independent exchange was purchased 
the following year. They were consol1- 
dated and cut over, in May 1914, to 
the newly constructed exchange at 3rd 
and Denver, where the offices have 
been located until the present cutover. 
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Saunders Named 
Senior Engineer 
.G. SAUNDERS, Lincoln wire chief 


since February, 1949, has accepted 
a transfer to the engineering depart- 
ment as senior engineer with special 
assignment. He as- 
sumed his new du- 
ties June 13. 


In commenting 
on the change, 
C. C. Donley, chief 
engineer said, “The 
background and ex- 
perience which Mr. 
Saunders brings 
with him are the 
singular qualifica- L. G. Saunders 
tions which the assignment demands. 
He will be associated with R. K. 
Ghormley and R. A. Carlson in engi 
neering and equipment planning for the 
new equipment building soon to be 
erected in Lincoln.” 

It is true that Mr. Saunders’ back- 
ground of experience covers a wide 
field in practical telephony. He has 
grown up in the business, having begun 
as a rackman in the Lincoln plant de- 
partment more than 30 years ago. All 
his service record has been compiled 
in this department where he applied his 
talents in nearly every phase of installa- 
tion and maintenance work. He is best 
known by the nickname “Pep” which 
was attached to him when first em- 
ployed—and is self-explanatory. His en- 
thusiasm for his work has led to many 
promotions through the years and his 
present advancement is a tribute to his 
ability to bring his store of experience 
into practical application. 


Benefit Claims Paid 


HE following claims were paid by 

the Telephone Employees Mutual 
Benefit Association during the month 
of June. 

Primary members: G. B. Arnold, Lincoln 
Pensioner, $128.25; R. W. Swanson, Lincoln 
Service, $30.85; G. L. Burt, Lincoln Construc- 
tion, $24.38; Luella M. Buck, Ashland Com- 
mercial, $87.00; J. L. Baxter Sr., Lincoln Serv- 
ice, $5.00; Oscar Lewis, Lincoln Supply, $40.00; 
Luetta M. Jensen, Hastings Traffic, $182.00; 
Mary Tice, Lincoln General Traffic, $30.00; 
Alvina R. Miller, Lincoln Accounting, $18.00; 
E. R. Royce, Lincoln Supply, $11.25; Alice B. 
Fender, Lincoln Commercial, $210.50. 

Dependents: Mrs. I. C. Haith, Humboldt, 
$61.88; Mrs. R. A. Francis, Hebron, $7.50; 
Bill Clinton, Lincoln, $82.50; Mrs. Herbert 
Huddleston, Lincoln, $40.22; Wayne Flowerday, 
Hastings, $16.50; Gloria Perrin, Lincoln, $30.00; 
Mary C. Walker, Lincoln, $7.50. 


Seaton Heads Pioneers In Anniversary Year 


Guy O. Seaton 
President 


Max C. Walker 
Vice-President 


ONTINUING the custom which has 

been followed for several years, the 
annual election of officers and directors 
for the Frank H. Woods Chapter was 
held during early June. The balloting 
was done by mail and the results re- 
vealed by retiring President T. E. Long- 
don in his report to the membership on 
June 21. More than the usual amount 
of interest was centered in this year’s 
election, as was evident in the large 
percentage of the membership who 
made use of their voting privilege. 

The highest office of the Chapter, 
that of president, went to Guy O. 
Seaton of Lincoln. Mr. Seaton is one 
of the charter members of the Chapter 
and has been closely associated with its 
work down through the years. He 
served as social vice chairman in 1942, 
chairman of the membership committee 
in 1943 and social chairman in 1944. 
For the past three years, in his capacity 
as personnel director for L. T. & T., 
he has cooperated with the social com- 
mittees in staging the entertainment 
features for the annual banquet. 

The new vice president is Max C. 
Walker, also of Lincoln. Mr. Walker's 
membership in the organization dates 
back to November, 1941. His election 
marks his first appearance as one of the 
official Pioneer group, although he 
served as a member of five committees 
from 1942 to 1949. Kenneth J. Boshart 
of Lincoln becomes the new treasurer 
and L. A. Stacy of Lincoln consented to 
serve another term as secretary. He ran 
unopposed on the ballot. 

Elected as members of the executive 
committee were Howard Spahnle, Lin- 
coln, and Lillian Bader, Nebraska City. 
They succeed Mae Meduna, Wahoo, 
and R. H. Ojers, Nebraska City, whose 
three-year terms of office expired July 
1. Other members of this committee of 
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L. A. Stacy 
Secretary 


Kenneth Boshart 
Treasurer 


six, serving unexpired terms are Melba 
Richards, A. B. Gorman, A. S. Keckler 
and Kent Eno. The executive commit- 
tee, with the officers, forms the official 
governing body of the Chapter. 

In his report to the membership, Mr. 
Longdon referred with pride to the rec- 
ord of the past fiscal year and pointed 
out that such a mark could not have 
been established without the full co- 
operation and energy from working 
committees. It should be told that 
Tommy himself led the field in radiat- 
ing enthusiasm for the forward march 
of the Pioneers during his term of of- 
fice, and the credit for an active year 
can largely be attributed to his leader- 
ship. Retiring officers also include 
Dorothy Lefler, vice president, who 
broke precedent in declining to be a 
candidate for the presidency, and 
Florence Tatman, treasurer. Both of 
these ladies filled their offices with ex- 
ceptional ability. 

The incoming officers took over their 
duties on July 1, and plans for the 
coming fiscal year are still in the for- 
mative stage. They will be more fully 
covered in later issues of the News. It 
being the tenth anniversary year of 
the Chapter, undoubtedly the activities 
of the group will be directed toward 
a fitting jubilee at the annual banguet, 
while the slogan for the year, ‘Five 
Hundred in Fifty” indicates that a ma- 
jor drive is impending by the member- 
ship committee. 


Wings for Words 
TELEPHONE line can carry a 


spoken sound from Minneapolis to 
New Orleans in one-fifth the time it 
would take for a word to pass from a 
catcher to a second baseman across a 
baseball diamond. 
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Lions Honor Ed Ernst 

D ERNST, wire chief at Nebraska 

4 City, was elected Governor of Dis- 
trict 38-B at the state convention of 
Lions International, which was held at 
Scottsbluff in June. The office of Gov- 
ernor is the highest that can be ac- 
corded by the state organization and 
Ed was selected for the post on the first 
ballot. The district is one of five into 
which the state is divided and is com- 
posed of 22 clubs including those at 
Omaha, David City, Wahoo, Louisville, 
Syracuse and Nebraska City. The 850 
active members in 38-B make it the 
largest in Nebraska. 

In his role as Governor, Mr. Ernst 
will have, working under his direction 
and by his appointment, three deputies 
and six zone chairmen. He is required, 
personally, to visit each club at least 
once during his term of office. 


Christian Klem, Former 


Director, Dies 
HRISTIAN Klem, 82, for many 


years a director of our Company, 
died at his home in Beaver Crossing on 
June 7. Mr. Klem was associated with 
the original independent telephone sys- 
tem of Seward County which was pur- 
chased by the L. T. & T. Company in 
1912. He was elected to the Board of 
Directors in January 1914 and served 
continuously until February, 1947. 


Floating PB X 
HE ill-fated Lusitania of World War 


I, was the first instance of a com- 
plete private branch exchange, with 
regular exchange facilities, on an ocean- 
going steamer. 

The installation consisted of 89 sta- 
tions and 10 exchange lines, connected 
to a switchboard having the capacity for 
200 stations and 20 exchange lines. Only 
the regal and first class staterooms, the 
cabin of the ship’s doctor, purser and 
chief steward and the bureau were so 
equipped. 

The instruments were fashioned of 
metal, gilded or silvered to harmonize 
with the cabins’ decorating scheme. The 
switchboard was designed to grip the 
receiver and prevent it from falling or 
knocking against the side of the instru- 
ment when the ship rolled. 
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Beryl Proudfit Is 
New Co-op Bookkeeper 


At A recent special meeting of the 
officers of the Employees’ Coopera- 
tive Credit Association, Beryl Proudfit 
was appointed bookkeeper of the organi- 
zation to succeed 
Myrtle Smith who 
has resigned be- 
cause of ill health. 
Mrs. Smith had 
held the position for 
more than ten years. 
Mrs. Proudfit will 
be remembered as a 
former employee. 
As Beryl Jorgensen 
she worked in the 
revenue and toll billing sections of the 
accounting department at various times 
between 1934 and 1942. She will be 
at her desk from 8:40 A.M. until noon, 
Monday through Saturday of each 
week, The officers feel that the short- 
ened period of time for transacting busi- 
ness will meet the demands and con- 
venience of the members when they 
become accustomed to it. 

A plan was discussed wherein mem- 
bers would be provided with the neces- 
sary forms and material so that most 
of the Co-op transactions could be 
handled by mail. Commenting on the 
proposal, A. B. Smith, president, said 
that a considerable saving of time would 
thus be effected by all concerned, and 
it is thought that the plan will be 
adopted and its use encouraged. 

Richard Hobson and Chauncey 
Eggerss were appointed directors suc- 
ceding Bert Overcash and Myrtle Smith. 


Beryl Proudfit 


Little Things Matter 
Siren public relations, or the good 


will of the public, is of utmost im- 
portance to the successful operation of 
the Company. The public forms its 
opinions of the Company not only by 
our general policies and quality of serv- 
ice, but also by many so-called “little 
things” that it observes or with which 
it comes in contact. For example, a 
courteous “Thank You” or tactful 
handling of a complaint or adjustment 
will go far toward making a friend for 
the Company. We also are judged by 
such things as the attitude and appear- 
ance of installers and trouble men, the 
pleasant manner and efficiency of our 
operators, the neat and well kept ap- 
pearance of our offices and motor ve- 
hicles, the accuracy of our monthly 
statements and many other similar 
things. 

Such matters may seem small and of 
little consequence. Quite often, how- 
ever, a customer may form a lasting 
opinion, either favorable or unfavor- 
able, through such a contact or experi- 
ence. It is important to keep in mind 


HE folks at Lincoln’s 21st and L 


street building have a lot of respect © 


and admiration for three Supply De- 
partment men—and rightly so. They 
have earned that regard by hard work 
and perseverance in the fulfillment of 
a desire to better themselves through 
study at the University of Nebraska. 
All of them received their degrees in 
June. Pictured below, they are Charles 
E. Connors, Donald E. Nelson and 
Ralph L. Baldwin. 


The sheepskins haven't come easily 


when serving a customer that to him 
we are the Company. What we say 
and do are in behalf of the Company 
as its representatives. An extra effort 
toward being pleasant, understanding, 
efficient and courteous will pay big 
dividends in good public relations. 


Golf Tournament This Fall 


HE annual employees’ golf tourna- 
ment, with trimmings, is coming up 
soon, probably in September. So says 
the Association Secretary, Dewey Nel- 
sen. Dewey had planned to have two 
tournaments this year, a handicap af- 
fair in June and the medal competition 
in the fall. But courses are very 
crowded and the pros wouldn't give 
reservations during the busy summer 
months. Dewey is working hard on the 
fall meet, however, and is confident he 
can line up a date for that. He has 
promised some added attractions this 
year too—something new and differ- 
ent he says. So hang on to your hats 
and get those niblicks shined up. All 
male employees can compete. 


They Are University of Nebraska Grads Now 


either. In addition to completing their 
University studies in four years or less 
they have worked continuously in the 
Supply Department, Mr. Connors on 
a part time basis and the other two 
full time.. Mr. Connors also was handi- 
capped with an injury and Mr. Nel- 
son completely refinished the inter- 
ior of a new home and has been active 
in Boy Scout work. All of the men are 
married and are veterans of the last 
war. 

Our congratulations to you, gentle- 
men. 


Promotions 


Tra nsfers and 


Title Changes 


George C. Mehuron 
Junior Engineer 
Lincoln 


Engineering 
George C. Mehuron, switchman, Lincoln 
Service, to junior engineer, Lincoln. 


Plant 
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H. W. Blecha, combinationman to switchman, 
Lincoln Service. 

Lois A. Brown, A®&L operator, Traffic, to 
clerk, Hastings Plant. 


Sidney M. Carr, groundman to combination- 
man, Auburn. 


Herman J. Crow, frameman, Lincoln, to 
groundman, Nebraska City. 
John W. Eckles. combinationman, York, to 
switchman, Hastings. 
Yr : 5) . 
John J. Keogh, splicer’s helper to splicer, 
Hastings Construction. 


J. H. McDowell, groundman, Lincoln, to 
Beatrice. 


: 2G ea 
Wm. R. Minich, combination man, Geneva, to 
tester, York. 


Elmer A. Moorhead, cable splicer to combina- 
tionman, Geneva. 

D. E. Nelson, warehouseman to advanced 
clerk, Supply, Lincoln. 


James L. Selko, splicers helper to groundman, 
Hastings Construction. 


Don R. Smith, lineman to combinationman, 
Lincoln Service. 


Traffic 

Mary A. Dhooge, desk operator, Lincoln, to 
de ; 

A@L operator, Wilber. 


Annual Picnic August 12 


E'TTER start making your plans now 

to be at Capitol Beach in Lincoln 

on August 12. That’s the date of the 
annual employees’ picnic. There will be 
mntests, prizes 

-and of course plenty of good picnic 
food for everyone. Bring the family, 
meet your friends, and have a good time. 


Amee aennrtine >t7E Ne ~ 
ames, Sporting events, cc 


Hale Appoints 
"Task Committees” 


To Aid Small Companies 


AKING cognizance of the increas- 

ing problems of operation which are 
faced by the smaller independent com- 
panies, the Nebraska Telephone Asso- 
ciation has set up “Task Committees” 
to bring active aid to them. The state 
has been divided into four districts, 
each of which is served by a Task Com- 
mittee of three. According to President 
Merle M. Hale, who made the appoint- 
ments, it is the duty of committee mem- 
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bers to keep fully informed as to the 
telephone situation in their respective 
districts. Where it is found that an 
unsatisfactory transmission or operating 
condition exists they are to attempt its 
improvement by bringing proper advice 
to those responsible for its existence and 
to acquaint them with constructive oper- 
ating practices. The Association is to be 
kept informed by committee members 
regarding such instances and activities. 

L. T. & T. Company representatives 
on the Task Committees are John 
Spady, western district manager, in Dis- 
trict No. 3, and John A. McKinzie, 
eastern district manager, in District No. 
4. 


The following list of new employees is published as a gesture of friendly 
welcome and to help them get acquainted. We hope that they will enjoy their 
new occupation as well as the many fine associations that go with it. 


Name Position Exchange Date Employed 
Commercial 
JO Ellen Green... ceeceeceeeeceeeee "4 (3 ol! REE ee eee 1 SF: 1c) | 4) -4- ee ee June 5 
Sally J. Pinney... ceeeceeececceeeeeeeee (eel (cig ee a ee ao a HastingS......0...0...ccsccceseeeeeeeeeee- June 6 
PROD YN: TL, SYNC oo secisssssccscscavcacccncctnwes TE sackets Vesisnicila's Sacre aaacurneabaoatn Pawnee City.......2...2.0000000-- June 15 
Plant 
ornria WW. CO OW sie sick ccc sa ctnerecse hcseesionvatenvaceccsndaasa cues BESS TINES o acc accte ceteris June 1 
Patricia J. Wartini......; icc cccncscsseeeeveus EE a consaceislesisvi tines Cieensca tenes Gm oli hy ||: oe Se oa ene June 12 
Shirley N. Reichstein..............0000...... Ed fc) | eae ee eRe ey eer eID Hastings. : June 1 
er: ca) AN ae os ba 2 1 ec Ce |) 6d | ee neh che ane ene De eee Bo Boy BL: ee June 5 
MF Sal Oe bg 68 6) yee ee Ee Be (cg {a aoe ee Oe eae ee Bs FSi 0b 5 | 2 se aed ee eee eee Greene June 1 
Os Tas WO CIGOR o.oo ciesinccgecsecvaacesacecnnee Installer Helper..............0000000.0...... PU SCE as occ n cect ceeschedlecwtonsaee June 5 
Marlene J. Webe?..................2cceceseeeeee Oi | c (. ; Aman Da ARI Se Sn EO By lye OU TEN PS tL ese tecnica June 1 
Gwen E. Wisbe\.................:c0ccccccceseeeee Service Operator.......................2.. 1G 6 1 ab 5 eR RE ee eee June 20 
Traffic 
Helen E. Anderson..................ccccss0e0 Pi OD GT AUT i cccicciciceiceeteieccrece ds fDi sal 5.6) |p REP ee meee ee eae June 19 
Pil Ua] 226 aR A 2 5 SO ey: AM ae | ol <1 6) eee ee en eR FOE UIE Gace cc conevilivs Geteteenaesss June 5. 
WanGe Tai: TROUE. oo cavieicsncessccccrccscsccnsecesee dh COP OTACOP i cosccnsisnincverstooniesmeaastvicees ST 8 a (2: i a ee nee June 5. 
FRUGh A. Carter cies ikseicscaeenads, Gt Ty ODOPEROR nc ccd: ET oi. | ad = ee me June 19. 
ti: ae On 0 | [ < Se ee aaa - ER 61-5 ig” V0) ORR pene ee nA ene ean ane e DMC OU pcs June 19 
Pg hid (a) ae ae 0 || ce ee eee Be = "Oe Bf 21 = 2 | ee oe WF 516 0 £9 Rn June 5 
WBE Ess TOV ORE ic diakcsoecicannitranis dete Ls AOE P ALOR os ids inect cca DNRC ORY ves saeeincss pectin genie lacie June 1 
Ruby M. Greenwood..................-0.0-++- Fk a G5 (0 | | eR Ee EE ee EVO OID ie scien ietacevesctestclccntioesins June 1 
EoGULy Phe TAR Sica slssetekacnvendnticcatco de, ADP ON RUON yisckeiin a cieeeenes vie coeivncsinas PY bo sis |b 9 Bee ene see er enti PRIS June 5 
SIT IGY IVE. OO BO vice tcsesieeeeede: SDT OTOL oisccencigeses corseaends sence: 6 9) | ee ee ee Rea ROARS De Sen June 5. 
Charlene: Fe Hoover .nccclsckkwsA. OPCrator ccc ecw: Seances | pcb big 5 BO kag ' Aenea een eee June 20. 
PUBIC iiss | I a casa cela pececsin Lancendceclceeyo NO OT UDOT asso acct cence cclg eons, fy 4 ace 1b 5s RRR a RR ee June 5. 
Shirley M. Koch.....0..000............sccccce A & L Operator... ee. Beatrice. ......,.........00-seecssessseceees May 29. 
DIOTOURY ac POPU OR oils tcceicacceees PVD GOT soiree reccenteenncadecco neat EPCOT cates uct idee aiemnenesans June 5. 
TROUT: TUT. IVECO os osicckcgiecescoeauncendacmer PA We COO sed serial ac ioicasusebesscncssndenans LINCO cnc sein undadtaeaccaees June 29. 
Evelyn R. Moles....00.0......00.0...ceeeeeceeee ae. an Oe Blo) ey 0) eee NWeDYasia CV .a.ccccccckwcccseces June 16. 
Maree 2 PADD OS a cssctccsciscccencteenceemd, MOLTO GOR ii vcswcearececttaceusinipnatanias BINCOM ons ckcchiennecnuca Ue: 18 
POLLS: FOO sic ic recocidaaiaghecocacesnsinsesadeassieed eM) PE AL VOR aoe ceca ccdpasns pnd teascaciune aes ATA CO acide ecddecicesenmycoetncdatbbencdes June 5 
Velma. Ti. PrOCNaSK ay ci ocascceccciecce Me SCOP TC OR opiates site esedee cn vacech Bs 2) 2), SRS Rr Ey ER Se Pr oe June 19 
War BATe. Ais. FROBIG ocociscitccctncccsenetqa die A DOTACON ces vlecinissestoncesadienentlnareeses Beatrice June 5 
Jean F. Sanders. ..u..........cc ccc ccseeceeeeeeees Pe QO CT AGO? sig vevacinsescveservractacechonacilie Auburn... June 7 
CORN. BCHRACH Bcc cGididsctsickseeswians ka I PCLATOFL a. LURE RENT Se RE eee Pee R PVC D sicchsechicpcdees Soca ieeindessee June 4 
Irene H. Schidler......... aigugsieabtiocceeoeated GE D ja) 5 ig: | 5) eee oe ee Beatrice. ..................cee ee ecees seen June 5 
FTN SUTURE isis ec xscasenoee dat, MID OSL ALOT viaccess ti ciccde ve cuncigehcc na MU ACOUDN nas s acc ancaddac satus ccueedepunecs June 5. 
Mary Li: SOMIMECL,.....0 526k een Ei OPOCTAUOl 0. nde cscs. cencess 5 MAD TUCOUTE cos cceesscosbendnaraet June 1 
Barbara Spady...... eget: MDOP ATOR oy ves cicdsvessicscess: bk 0) bd eS ee ee RE Ree aa June 5 
Johanne Spady ... ttt, MIDOPATOT sos iccscacSencsns PE TE oo occas san ccvansisi base ceca Ankioc: June 5 
Elaine N. Stahr .-A Operator... séuryetansty OL Re seaviess (26h vx dsavinadstace tanec ne Le 
Patricia Swift ..L, Operator........... ii Sn conse Rad MOOLTE 2, science idstueceghescves .....dune 16 
Beverly Taylor ..A Operator.......... besaevies seamen: je Me ROO canes ctinseicsns yestotcadcarenee hee Os 
JoAnn Vlach eau. AITIOT ATOR 02 scsvendedecavrnese: .. Lincoln....... setsaiécaspecsdsesaad UNE 19) 
Nancy Wait dade wet Operator .......-.. doesuwnats ane PR eat hetewvisssce ences June 13. 
Beverly WeyeYPG...................:--sscc00eee-eee A Operator....... Lincoln... acacia tated June 5. 
Shirley Re Wie ers an svicsacesccvccccsvicie CLOT EC. sivsvscsasccaseceaesavas od eas vavisn ep SUS UEUA ES ovccicdccccsnscitcosanssdiovesseel ALE - Ox 
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Helen Garner, York Traffic Department, 
and Robert Robinson were united in marriage 
on May 21 at the Presbyterian Church in 
York. Mrs. Robinson will continue her work. 

Orlin Watley of the Lincoln Service De- 
partment and Vivian June Butcher of Gree- 
ley, Nebraska, were united in marriage on 
June 4. The couple will reside in Lincoln 
where Orlin is a switchman at the “4” Office. 

The marriage of Bonna Wright. of the 
York Traffic Department and Robert George 
took place on June 9 at the Evangelical 
United Brethren Church in York. Mrs. 
George will continue her work. 

Elsie Schoenrock of the Fairbury Traffic 
Department became the bride of Blain Huss 
on June 11 at the Lutheran Church in Glad- 
stone. The couple will reside on a farm 
near Reynolds. 

The Methodist Church in Clatonia was 
the scene of the June 11 wedding of Bernice 
Iwohn of the General Commercial Depart- 
ment in Lincoln and Robert Peckler of Crete. 
Mrs. Peckler is continuing her work. 

Ardith Peters of the York Traffic Depart- 
ment and Richard Lake were married on 
June 12 at St. Paul’s Methodist Church in 
Lincoln. Mrs. Lake will continue her work. 

The wedding of Joyce Blanton, operator 
at Fairbury, and Curtis Lindersmith was 
solemnized at Wichita, Kansas, on June 18. 
Mrs. Lindersmith will continue her work. 

Joan Vap, Hastings Traffic Department, 
and Stanley Pallus were united in marriage 
on June 20 at St. Cecilia’s Church in Has- 
tings. Mrs. Pallus has resigned her position 
and the couple will reside in Deweese. 

Magdaline Banks, Lincoln Traffic, and 
Lyle Rauch were married at the First Presby- 
terian Church in Lincoln on June 8. Mrs. 
Banks is continuing her work. . 

Bill Quinn of the Lincoln Commercial De- 
partment and Shirley George were united in 
marriage on June 11 at Westminster Presby- 
terian Church in Lincoln. 

The marriage of Patricia Swift, operator at 
Lincoln, and Gene Fuller was solemnized at 
Sacred Heart Church in Lincoln on June 24. 
Mrs. Fuller is continuing her work. 

Phyllis Jones of the Lincoln Commercial 
Department became the bride of Calvin Nuss 
at the First Methodist Church in Lincoln on 
June 11. Mrs. Nuss 1s continuing her work. 

Marion Belisle, Lincoln Traffic Depart: 
ment, and Keith Thompson were united in 
marriage on June 17 at St. Mary’s Cathedral 


in Lincoln. Mrs. Thompson is continuing 


her work. 


BLESSED EVENTS 


Mr. and Mrs. R. H. Fischer are the proud 
parents of a son, Richard Lynn, who was 
born on June 2 and weighed 7 Ibs., 11 oz. 
Mr. Fischer is a member of the Lincoln Serv- 


ice Department. 


Mae E. Meduna 


35 Years 


Thirty-Eight Years 
R. M. Green, C. H. Palmquist, Lincoln. 
Thirty-Five Years 
Mae E. Meduna, Wahoo; H. G. Taedter, 
Hebron. 
Thirty-Four Years 
B. F. Ferguson, Lincoln. 
Thirty-Two Years 
Ann M. Keegan, Lincoln. 


Thirty-One Years 
George Miers, Seward. 
Thirty Years 
E. L. Dorland, Wahoo. 
Twenty-Nine Years 
T. C. Woods, Lincoln. 
Twenty-Eight Years 
G. A. Foster, Lincoln; Mary Meister, 
Tecumseh. 
Twenty-Seven Years 
Carl Ahl, Dorothy M. Miller, Lincoln; 
M. L. Hodge, Beatrice; Gladys Walker, 
Seward. 
Twenty-Six Years 
J. L. Alldritt, Friend. 
Twenty-Four Years 
C. A. Eggerss, W. T. Haas, Lincoln; Hed- 
wig E. Elmshacuser, Beatrice. 
Twenty-Three Years 
Margaret A. Francis, Ella M. Hansen, 
Lincoln. 
Twenty-Iwo Years 
P. J. Caldwell, Lincoln. 
Twenty-One Years 
G. E. Miller, Lincoln; Ethel Patrick, Fair- 
mont. 
Twenty Years 
H. W. Armagost, David City. 
Nineteen Years 
A. M. Newens, Plattsmouth; R. O. Sher- 
man, Lincoln. 
Sixteen Years 
V. H. Baum, Lincoln; G. L. Caley, Fair- 
bury. 
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Service Birthdays 


E. L. Dorland 


Wahoo Wahoo 
30 Years 


H. W. Armagost 
David City 
20 Years 


Nine Years 
John Fisher, Lincoln; Eleanor L. Lane, 
Weeping Water. 
Eight Years 
E. M. Barney, Adeline M. Carlson, P. G. 
Radebaugh, Lincoln; Vilma Dolista, Bruno; 
W. B. Imler, Hastings; Thrasilla M. Kubicek, 
Shelby. 


Seven Years 


Elizabeth F. Anthony, Wilber; Esther 
Borchers, K. L. Christensen, Lincoln; Violet 
I. R. Peterson, Doris J. Vest, Nebraska City; 
Gladys A. Stiers, Geneva. 


Six Years 
Betty A. Okrina, David City; Alyce L. 
Sharpnack, Plattsmouth; W. M. Valentine, 
Hastings. 
Five Years 
Mavis V. Everett, Lincoln; Raymond L. 
Johnson, Tecumseh; Aryllis A. Joynt, Valeda 
M. Rowlison, Hastings. 


JOURNEY’S END 


Mrs. Anna Oosting, mother of Ferne Bade, 
chief operator at Nemaha, passed away June 
11. Funeral services were held in Hickman 
and in Holland, Nebraska, on June 13. 

Mr. A. M. Durr, father of J. G. Durr, 
Nebraska City Plant Department, passed 
away June 11. Funeral services were held 
on June 14 at St. Joseph’s Church at Paul, 
Nebraska. 

Mr. Rulo Rathbun, father of Jacqueline 
Rathbun of the Beatrice Traffic Department, 
passed away June 14. Funeral services were 
held on June 17 at Ellis with burial in Diller. 

Mrs. Lizzie Tyrrell, mother of Mrs. Leona 
Geseking, chief operator at Tamora, passed 
away June 24 at Goehner. Funeral services 
were held on June 27 at Goehner. 

Mr. William Cox, father of A, J. Cox ot 
the Lincoln Service Department, passed away 
June 29. Funeral services were held in Lin- 
coln on July 1. 


Eastern. District 


Barbara Churchill, Associate Editor 
District Office 


Art Keckler and family drove to Ohio in 
their new Mercury visiting relatives, for 
their vacation. . Ed Piper reports his 
holiday was spent at home painting and 
just plain relaxing. Yours truly drove 
to Linoma with a few other telephone em- 
ployees expecting to get a beautiful tan but 
when we arrived we had rain instead of 
sun, so on to Fremont, Wahoo, and all points 
that-a-way. 

David City 


Vivian Dee, Correspondent 


Vern Campbell was wearing a broad grin 
the other morning when he announced he 
was Grandpa to a bouncing boy born to his 
daughter. To recover from this shock he 
took off on a fishing trip to Minnesota, for 
his vacation. Evelyn Soukup returned 
from a vacation spent in Tennessee. . 
Leola Horacek is spending her two weeks 
at home. Irene Swan and Margaret 
Cornell returned from a trip to California. 

. . Margaret Cornell is wearing her right 
hand all tied up as the result of a broken 
finger which event took place in the kitten 
ball game the other night. 

Nebraska City Area 
Nellie Burbee, Correspondent 


Vacations are really in full swing. Ella 
Fisher and Snooks Steckley returned to 
work this week. Fisher spent hers in 
Topeka, Kansas. Edna Komma and 
two sons are in Lexington and Rowena 
Allen in Gibson City, Illinois. ... Billy 
Lant is spending part of his vacation in 
Lincoln and Wahoo. Bonnie Biggs 
spent a weekend in Lincoln visiting her 
father who is ill at the Veterans Hospital. 

. Mrs. Clites is happy to have her son 
Gordon home from Oregon for the summer. 
He’s attending Peru State Teachers College. 

. Willa Gump’s two nephews from Cali- 
fornia are visiting the Gump family. An- 
other nephew Mike has the measles. . . 
Visitors this month included Betty Whited 
and baby and Mr. Helfer who is recovering 
from the fall he had several weeks ago.... 
We were sorry to hear of Greg Durr’s father 
passing away last week... . Birthdays were 
celebrated by Margie Harrah, Delores Hoff- 
man, Betty Johnson, and Betty Christensen 
this month. . . . We noticed something dif- 
ferent about Margaret Watkins, she’s wear- 
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ing glasses. . . . Evelyn Moles is working 
with us again for the summer until school 
starts again at Peru this fall. 
Plattsmouth Area 
Thelma Tritsch, Correspondent 


On June 29 the telephone employees and 
their families had an outdoor supper at the 
Tritsch residence. The aroma of ham- 
burgers could be detected a block away as 
they were continuously cooking them from 
7:00 to 10:00 so all employees could come 
and eat. It was much fun and a “filling 
event.” Roy Winscot joined us for the 
evening. There were 29 that came. (By the 
way, our C.O. kept us puzzled most of the 
evening by carrying a sack with her, but we 
finally discovered she was only gathering 
up the leftovers for her dogs.) ... Ben 
Turner has been transferred to Plattsmouth 
from Lincoln and we are very happy to have 
him and his wife with us. . . . Hattie Wynn 
and Agnes Uhlik are back to work after a 
restful vacation. Marvin Koch is on 
his vacation. ... Mr. and Mrs. Robert 
Gray have returned from their vacation trip 
to California, where they visited their son 
Donald who is now located at Treasure 
Island. Lloyd Lane has returned from 
his vacation which was spent at home. ... 
Lucille Lane is spending part of her vaca- 
tion in Omaha. 

Seward Area 


Helen Norwood, Correspondent 


Diamonds and vacations are the main 
topics this time for the news. It seems like 
they just go together here. Libbie 
Kracman went to Missouri to visit her one 
and only and came back with a diamond. 

Lydia Kriegshauser went to Excelsior 
Springs on her vacation and came back with 
a diamond. Vera Schluckebier spent 
her vacation in Denver. . . . “Babe” Kapke 
is spending her vacation at home resting (or 
should we say recuperating from getting her 
diamond). All kidding aside girls, we wish 
all the best of luck in the world. ... Ber- 
niece Mueller attended her cousin’s wedding 
in Missouri recently. ... “Terry” Wittrock 
spent her vacation at home. Speaking 
of diamonds in the Traffic Department, we 
shouldn’t overlook the boys in the Plant 
Department. It seems as though Weldon 
Duer gave his gal a diamond. Congratula- 
tions, Weldon!!! What’s the matter with 
you, Wayne? ... Mr. Cone took two 
weeks vacation and took an extensive active 
duty trip with the Air Force. 
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General Offices and 
Central District 
Accounting Department 


Gloria Zier, Associate Editor 


More of our lucky vacationers this month 
are Eunice Zehr, Doris Glock and Ruby 
Hahn. The girls are vacationing at Old 
Mexico, and report having seen some of 
the cutest little Mexicans but there was 
only one thing wrong—they couldn’t under- 
stand a word they were saying. ‘They also 
saw Dewey Nelsen and his wife who are 
vacationing in Mexico at this time... 
Marie Vidlock spent some of her vacation 
in the Black Hills, in South Dakota. She 
said the country was so beautiful, she only 
wished she lived closer so she could enjoy 
it more often. Lydia Holloway, Helen 
Piccolo and Lily Malecek stayed at home, 
just relaxing and taking it easy. . . . Norma 
Gans visited her sister in Houston, Texas. 
. . . Joyce Grabowski went to North Loup, 
her home town. ... Pat Deinert is helping 
out at her home in Emerald. Her brother 
broke his arm and is unable to do any work. 
We're hoping his arm heals fast so you will 
get back to the office soon, Pat. ... Jean 
Walker spent the week-end visiting in Grand 
Island. Bob Bowers made a trip to 
Minnesota over the week-end. He did 
some fishing but didn’t catch anything, in 
the line of fish that is. Harold Brady 
spent the week-end of June 10, visiting at 
Kansas City, Mo., and June 17, at a family 
reunion in Iowa. . Mr. Spohn spent the 
week-end of June 24, on his farm in Iowa. 
We hear Mr. Spohn had a bit of key trouble. 
He met the Mrs. down town to deposit some 
valuables at the bank and automatically re- 
turned her key ring which contained house 
and car keys etc. to his pocket. After get- 
ting half-way home by the way of bus Mrs. 
Spohn realized she didn’t have her keys and 
had to make a return trip to town. 
Rose Carlson and her husband are building 
a new home on 16th and Lake Streets. We'll 
be waiting for an invitation for Open House. 

. . Anybody wanting to light the pilot 
light to a gas furnace be sure to call Alvina 
Miller first and find out how not to do it. 
Alvina struck a match intending to light the 
pilot light and instead blew out the back 
side of the furnace and she also received 
some painful burns. She’ll probably never 
try that again. . Ferne Burns has a new 


nephew. He made his arrival on June 23. 
. . . Dona Flory was a bridesmaid for her 
roommate at a wedding which took place 
in Council Bluffs, Iowa. . . . Beverly Less- 
man was also a bridesmaid at a wedding for 
the former Helen Kehling from Supply 
Dept. and Beverly’s twin brother, Harlan. 

We have three new animal lovers 
in the Revenue Dept. Bonnie Priest has 
a new Fox Terrier, Charlotte Ellis has 
a Cocker Spaniel pup that just loves to play 
with shoes and Arlene Yost has an English 
Setter dog as well as a Persian cat. 
Look out, Ross, you’re liable to get some 
competition on cats, now. 


Commercial Department 
General Commercial Office 
Ruth Clark, Associate Editor 


Activity has been buzzing in our Depart- 
ment this month. The Lone Oak was 
the scene of a June 6 dinner given by the 
General Commercial girls for Bernice Iwohn. 
A wedding gift from the office was present- 
ed to her. Bernice combined her vacation 
with a honeymoon and is now Mrs. Bob 
Peckler. Another vacationer was Mr. 
Lawson who spent a week fishing in Wis- 
consin with his brother and some friends. 
He said he had very good luck, but we're 
still waiting for a fish-fry to prove it... . 
We’ve missed Mr. Gorman around the office 
for the past few weeks. He’s been battling 
a severe virus infection, but is now on the 
road to recovery. ... At this writing Joan 
Moorberg is practically on the train headed 
for Denver, Colorado Springs, Estes Park 
and Grand Lake. The tour sounds wonder- 
ful and we’ll be anxious to hear a travel 
talk when she returns. ... Mr. Waters ar- 
ranged with the weatherman to have ideal 
weather for the week he spent catching up 
on his yard work and relaxing at home. 
. . . We have a representative from our de- 
partment on the girls softball team this 
year. She is Lois Beethe and we know 
she’s helping the girls chalk up the scores. 
... We all extend our sympathy to Mr. 
Hale, whose grandmother passed away re- 
cently. 


Lincoln Business Office 
Myrtle Hiner, Associate Editor 


Vacations seem to be the chief diversions 
in the Local Office — Chauncey Eggerss’ 
choice of vacation was at home fixin’ up the 
place and a few games of golf on the side. 
. George Ramsey and family toured 
Colorado including Mesa Verde. . . . Alex 
Geist took a trip to St. Paul, Minnesota, 
and visited in South Dakota and Iowa for 
his vacation. Delores Michael is 
spending her vacation in California. 
Virginia Anderson is choosing a lake at 
Duncan, Nebraska, for fishing and boating 
for a few days of her vacation—the rest of 
the time will be spent in Lincoln. ... Ella 
Da Moude is vacationing at home and also 
visiting at Nelson, Nebr. Myrna Jen- 
sen is touring Colorado including Colorado 
Springs, Royal Gorge and Estes Park. vee 
Bill Morris and family are also vacationing 
in Colorado. . . . Jean Schulz spent a week- 


end at Johnson Lake fishing—Jean says the 
catch was good—and what a sunburn!! . 
Bill Quinn has what he claims to be a sure 
fire recipe for happiness. The way we get 
it, you take one 1950 vacation, mix well 
with two arms full of femininity, stir in one 
honeymoon and we come up with a concoc- 
tion Bill calls “Heaven on Earth.” But just 
to show that on one has a monopoly on this 
“Heaven on Earth” recipe—Phyllis Jones 
got a hold of the same formula and stirred 
up a dish of her own and from the way 
we hear it everything was a whirling success; 
not only is Jonsie living on a cloud as a 
brand new bride but we understand Cal even 
agrees to pick her up every time she is 
tossed off a horse. Congratulations, to both 
Phyllis and Cal. . . . And descending down 
to material things, something happened the 
other morning that should teach young girls 
not to put their trust in dynamos for we 
understand it took dynamite to raise them 
out of bed, not at the crack of dawn but at 
9:00 a.m. It was all because they had put 
their trust in an electric clock and when 
the current failed some time during the 
night it automatically stopped their clocks 
and the result being that instead of 7:30 
a.m. it was 9:00 o’clock when Myrna Jensen 
and Wanda McDowell were rudely awak- 
ened by a telephone bell and the voice at 
the other end wanting to know if they were 
contemplating coming to work that morn- 
ing. One can imagine how things started 
to fly around their rooms when they realized 
what had happened. We are glad to 
see Alice Fender back on the job after an 
ordeal of surgery. ... Jeanne Stava has a 
very happy smile on her face these days— 
the reason—she is displaying a brand new 
diamond on her third finger left hand. Con- 
gratulations, Jeanne. 


Construction Department 
Shirley Hess, Associate Editor 


A good many of our vacationers must 
have heeded that old expression “Go West, 
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young man, go West,” as we find Ray Boling 
vacationing in Colorado, Tom Chinnock in 
Oregon and Joy Dobbs in Seattle. Several 
cards from Joy tell us that he’s taking in 
all the northwest including Canada. We 
understand Ed Smith spent his vacation in 
Canada—it must have some special appeal 
because he was there last year too. Jack 
Keogh is vacationing at home and we 
imagine he has his hands full keeping house 
and minding his children while Mrs. Keogh 
is in the hospital with a new baby. Con- 
gratulations Jack! We have many others 
on vacation but no report of their plans. 
. . . Otto Buck asked us to say goodbye to 
all his telephone friends. He left us the 
middle of June to take up private business 
in Kersey, Colorado, just a stone’s throw 
from Greeley. George Bossung has 
been on the sick list but hope he’ll be back 
at work soon. He is home now recovering 
from surgery—a result of an old injury... . 
Mr. Boling, our underground cable expert, 
spent a few days this month out at York, 
supervising the laying of conduit and pulling 
in underground cable on our York repair 
job. Lyle Piper’s crew is doing the job. 
. . - In closing, we wonder if Johnny Wit- 
mer prefers the lodging he picked out at 
Beatrice to that the telephone company fur- 
nished him. 


Lincoln Service Department 
Dorothy Miller, Associate Editor 


Vacation reports have started to come in, 
but it sounds more like working than rest- 
ing. Norris Hammond spent the nice days 
when it wasn’t raining, digging the basement 
of his new home. He says that he made 
quite a bit of progress and at least he has 
a nice tan to show off. . . . Bob Stall is 
another working vacationer, and he spent his 
time painting his house. A couple 
of our men chose relaxation and forgot 
about working on their vacation. H. C. 
Smith and his wife went on a trip through 
western Nebraska and South Dakota and 
saw many places of interest. Mr. Smith 
took lots of pictures to prove that he saw 
all the pretty places he talks about. 
Harold Wart and his wife toured Minne- 
apolis, St. Paul and Rochester, Minnesota; 
and Iowa City, Iowa. Harold said he saw 
lots of sights and plenty of fish, but didn’t 
try to catch any. . . . Ed Dulin chose fish- 
ing for his vacation sport. One of his big 
fish got away and started across the country- 
side with Ed in hot pursuit. Ed became en- 
tangled with rod, reel and line and poor Ed 
went down head first suffering bruises. Oh 
yes, the fish got away. . . . This last month 
George Albury, Roy Cleveland and C. F. 
Peachman have been working at Hastings, 
helping to get things ready for the cutover. 
They report that everything is going along 
very well. An at-home vacationer last 
month was Carl Mischnick. 


Supply Department 


Idaho, California, and Ohio are the far- 
away vacation spots for us this month. Walt 
Knudson visited in California (his first trip 
to the coast); and Ralph Baldwin spent his 


vacation in Idaho. Phil Garvey’s trip to the 
National CWA convention in Cleveland was 
not exactly a vacation trip but it was a 
change from regular work routine never- 
theless. Other vacation trips were to Min- 
nesota for Harold Cudaback; Hastings and 
Ainsworth, Nebraska, for J. P. Howland; 
Belleville and Cuba, Kansas, for Joe 
Krhounek; and Colorado for Al Linden. 
Welton Grant stayed close at home. Bill 
Rosenthal fished near Ogallala, and L. A. 
Stacy stayed at home except for attending 
a family reunion in Springfield, Nebraska. 
Ralph Culver used the second portion of his 
vacation time for a trip to Denver. Charles 
Connors helped his Dad harvest the wheat 
near Bruning. Jess Ellis had too many 
jobs around home to get far away, and Dick 
Eno decided home was the piace to be also. 
A little bird whispers that Dick may be 
saving his money for a “Happiness Ahead” 
event being planned. Charles Hansen vaca- 
tioned in Red Cloud, Nebraska, and in 
Denver. Bud Miller decided that he had 
seen so much of the remainder of the U.S.A. 
besides Nebraska that it was high time he 
looked over his home state. He drove 
across the northern part of the state, but 
couldn’t resist slipping over into the Black 
Hills region too. Harry Walker, who 
now lives in Florida, was a most welcome 
visitor in the Shop recently. We hadn’t 
seen Harry for a long time. ... Bert 
Huddleston was pleasantly surprised on the 
occasion of his birthday when a group of 
about twenty friends, including a number of 
former Telephone Company associates, ar- 
rived at his home for a stag party. Bert 
didn’t know just what was going on for a 
while but when the whole crowd had arrived 
he finally decided that perhaps they knew 
about his birthday. Bert was in the office 
several days later to express his appreciation 
of this thoughtfulness. Bill Hartz has 
had a painful session battling an infection 
caused from what he thought was just a 
minor scratch on his elbow. He is now 
ready to tell anyone that even the smallest 
scratch needs attention. 


Traffic Department 
General Traffie & Cafeteria 
Goldia Simons, Associate Editor 


The topics of general interest in our de- 
partment seem to be vacations, the Hastings 
cut-over and the “forced sale” of the eight 
canine members of the Hobson family. .. . 
Dick Hobson has now realized the true 
meaning of the old saying about it not being 
the initial cost but the up-keep which has a 
tendency to subtract the legal tender from 
one’s pocket. Due to the impending high 
prices of dog food and the growing appetites 
of these said puppies, this editor has been 
asked to issue an appeal to ali dog lovers in 
our midst to come to the aid of one Richard 
B. Hobson and family. Dick has informed 
me that it would be much more feasible to 
purchase the puppies as soon as possible, if 
anyone is so interested—the sooner the 
better, as the purchase price increases with 
every bite of ‘““Red Hart” the little puppies 
consume. . . .This is a notice to all 
people who might be motoring on the 


highways between Omaha and our fair 
metropolis. If anyone should happen to see 
a horse with a decided slow trot, answering 
to the name, San Viber, please notify Mary 
Pohlenz. So it seems Mary squandered her 
entire allowance on the race in favor of said 
beast. San Vibre ran first all the way so 
Mary says but had a change of heart when 
he noticed the approaching finish line. .. . 
Darlene Johannes has not given many de- 
tails on the subject but from various sources 
and the hint of a suntan, we learned that she 
spent the weekend at Manawa Lake. From 
all we have been able to find out a good 
time was had by all. We are hoping Darlene 
will give us details of her coming vacation 
in Colorado so we may tell our readers. ... 
Dick Hobson just returned from his vaca- 
tion with wild and vivid sea tales. He was 
on a cruise with the Naval Reserve on the 
Mississippi River. From the twinkle in Mr. 
Hobson’s eye when telling of his two weeks, 
one would know that he enjoyed every 
minute of it. . Not that Marcia Watson 
is not always cheerful, but there seems to 
be even a more engaging smile on her face 
since the addition of the new cash register 
in the cafeteria. As many will have 
noticed, the fountain has been placed in 
service again in the cafeteria. This seems 
to be welcome news on these nice summer 
days. 


Lincoln Operating Department 
Mary Ormand, Associate Editor 


Vacations are in full swing. . .. Viola 
Clough vacationed at Yellowstone, Grand 
Coulee Dam, and the Pacific Northwest with 
her mother and brother; Blanche Logan, 
Washington, D. C. and New York; Gene- 
vieve Griffin visited Black Hills, Yellow- 
stone, Colorado and participated in the 
State motorcycle gypsy tour at Neligh.... 
Maxine Pointer vacationed in Oregon... . 
Wilma Wergin, Betty Hinman and Betty 
Kroeger motored to California. . . . Jo 
Waples visited in St. Louis and Lillian 
Baker, Dorothy Bryan, Jean Vybiral, Helen 
Pierson, Carolyn Becker, Ruth Straka, 
Gladys Trumble and Anne Meyers vaca- 
tioned at home. . . . Georgia Story vaca- 
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“Oh! Boy! What a Beautiful Body!—Er, 
Ah. Hello Dear!—of water.” 
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tioned in Western at her home, Joan Lem- 
mon Grand Island and St. Louis; Lillian 
Hubbard journeyed to Colorado to the moun- 
tains. Also on vacation are Doris Kramer, 
Roselma Bell and Sarah Flower. . . . Miss 
Richards was called home to Hastings by 
the illness of her father and mother. Both 
are improving and Miss Richards has re- 
turned to work. ... Mabel Volpp is recov- 
ering from a recent operation. . . . Kenny 
Perry has returned to work after a recent 
illness. . Bernice Bishop is ill at her 
home. . . . Many cases of sunburn are in 
evidence in the operating room. ... We ex- 
tend sympathy to Bernie Itzen in the recent 
death of her father at Gilead. . . . Louise 
Schmidt visited her brother in Pittsburg, 
Kansas, recently. 


Southern District 


Christine Mason, Associate Editor 
Auburn Area 
Florence Fruehling and Emma Lee DeJonge 


Correspondents 


Vacations seem to be quite popular 
around here at present; Gladys Neugebauer, 
Thayer Cotner, Sterling Nelson and Flo- 
rence Fruehling are the current vacationers. 

.. Ivan Haith, Manager at Humboldt, 
spent one week of his vacation at Red Cloud 
and Franklin visiting relatives. 


Beatrice Area 
Lois Kuhn and Donna Wehling, Correspondents 


Marie Keefover spent her vacation at 
home taking care of her little boy while her 
mother was in the hospital. Evelyn 
Menke spent an enjoyable vacation at home. 

Genevieve Wink is taking her toll 
training. Dawn Franciscovich returned 
to work June 12 after spending two weeks 
at her home in Canton, Illinois. . . . Wanda 
Bott and Barbara Roland are acting as camp 
councilors at Camp Jefferson for two weeks. 
... Marcella Will and husband are enjoy- 
ing their new home after much difficulty 
trying to move. .. . Frank Nevitt has been 
on vacation; spent part of it fishing at Lake 
McConaughy in western Nebraska. 


Fairbury Area 


Florence Herman, Correspondent 


Velda Schipper of the Commercial De- 
partment has been on the sick list since 
Memorial Day. Louise Weise has also 
been sick with the mumps. Virginia 
Robinson and Idonna Landis are saving shoe 
leather—they both skinned their knees play- 
ing soft ball. The traffic and com- 
mercial girls enjoyed a 6:00 a. m. breakfast 
of pancakes, eggs, and coffee. .. . Those of 
the traffic department on vacations are 
Ricka Schenk who is spending hers at home, 
and Wauneta Child who spent part of her 
vacation at home and part of it in David 
City visiting her daughter. .. . Floyd Nave 
of the plant department is enjoying his vaca- 
tion at home and John Spadafora is spend- 
ing his vacation visiting his folks. 

Tecumseh Area 
Mary Kalin, Correspondent 

Vacation time is here again—Mary Meis- 
ter tells us she spent hers doing carpenter 
work. She wouldn’t tell us what she built, 
but one guess is a birdhouse. ... Alice 
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Sobotta spent her vacation quietly at home. 
. . . Henri Goracke attended her sister’s 
graduation at Atchison, Kansas, May 25. 
While Henri and a bunch of friends were in 
Rulo, Nebraska, recently they picked up a 
stray dog. Everything was dandy until they 
got home, then no one wanted it. ... The 
Tyler Ryans had the misfortune of having 
measles at their home but it didn’t last long. 
... Tyler and his wife went square-dancing 
one of these extremely warm nights, but he 
claims he didn’t even notice the heat once 
he got caught in the mad whirl; of course he 
wouldn’t recommend it as a choice way of 
keeping cool. . Wanda Remmers, Henri 
Goracke, and Mary Kalin were with a bunch 
of girls on a wiener roast. To top it off, 
after bravely fighting mosquitos and bugs, 
one of the girls lost her shoe while crossing 
a creek. Irby Halverstadt seems to be 
having bad luck with his Chrysler. He tore 
the pan out when he hit a big rock that was 
in the middle of the road. So he had to 
hitch-hike back to town. Mary Kalin 
visited her sister at Seneca, Kansas, recently. 
One weekend while at home she decided to 
help milk the cows and got kicked for her 
efforts. The cow had different ideas... . 
It’s happened again! Our Chief Oper- 
ator, Wanda Remmers, is wearing a beau- 
tiful sparkler on her left hand Wanda 
and her boyfriend got locked out of their car 
one night and by the time they had broken 
a window to unlock it, they had aroused the 
curiosity of a few people who seemed to 
think they were in someone elses’ car... 
Goldie Thompson has an ardent admirer who 
brings her flowers all the time. And he’s 
quite handy when it comes to planting rose 
bushes and watering the lawn. ... Henri 
Goracke tried to get out of paying the park- 
ing meter while in Lincoln recently. She 
parked her car for three hours without stick- 
ing one nickel in it, but she got a ticket for 
her effort. 
Wilber Area 
Lavina McElroy, Correspondent 


Anna Aden is spending her vacation visit- 
ing her sister and family in Omaha. She 
was accompanied to Omaha by her sister, 
Amelia. Lloyd Miller is spending two 
weeks vacation at home. ... Mr. and Mrs. 
Edward Massie and family, Friend, left 
June 11 for Burlington and Lyons, Colorado, 
where they visited relatives during Mr. 
Massie’s vacation. ... James Alldritt has 
been on the sick list for about 10 days, but 
was able to return to work June 1h! re 
Dora Thornburg, Chief Operator at Western, 
spent an enjoyable ten-day vacation visiting 
relatives and friends in Wauneta, Benkel- 


man, and Omaha. 


Western District 


Beatrice Rohrer, Associate Editor 
Geneva-Hebron Area 
Verna Dankenbring, Correspondent 
Recent visitors in the Geneva office were 
former operator Hazel Scheilke and daugh- 
ter Laura Jean, and Virginia and Esther 
Baker, operators at Fairmont. Emma 
Ebbeka of the Geneva Traffic, is back at the 
old routine after a two weeks vacation spent 
at home catching up on all those things she 


Another L. T. and T. romance ended happily, as they all do, with the marriage of Arleen 
Heitman and Bob Swanson of the Lincoln Service Department. On their return from the 
honeymoon the starry-eyed Mr. and Mrs. were placed at adjoining desks and told to put in 
a good, solid day’s work. The picture shows them hard at it. 


didn’t get finished last year. ... Area 
Manager and Mrs. Charles J. Crew spent a 
week of their vacation in Tuscola, Texas, 
visiting their daughter and family. ... 
Night operator Gladys Stiers and her family 
are vacationing in Indiana. . . . Al Zehrung 
recently spent two weeks in the Hebron 
Area working on the directory to be pub- 
lished in August. Marilyn Braun, op- 
erator, received a beautiful sparkler just re- 
cently. Lucky gal! Two more oper- 
ators, Dorothy Waldmeier and Barbara 
Rakestraw, had ten days of leisure time to 
do as they pleased. 


Hastings Area 
Peggy Johnson, Correspondent 


Swimming in the Gulf of Mexico and 
visiting her sister in Texas is how Helen 
Roberts spent her vacation. We are glad 
you had a wonderful time, Helen. 
Wanda Maske reports she just took life 
easy and enjoyed Mom’s cooking, at her 
home in Hildreth. We might add, “What 
could be more fun than just that.” 
Darlene Oliver and Luetta Jensen are 
welcomed back this month. Both girls were 
hospitalized because of appendectomies.... 
Moreane Alldritt and Aletha Bennett are 
trying again this year for those big fish 
that are supposed to be in the sand pit near 
Pauline. So far, all Aletha has to show for 
the try is a peeling nose. Keep trying, girls, 
your luck may change. 

Superior Area 
LuEtta Braun, Correspondent 

Marianne Sole, clerk in the Commercial 
Department, returned from her two weeks 
vacation, a few days of which she spent 
visiting relatives in Fairmont and Geneva, 
and the remainder of the time in her home 
in Nelson. Nyla Edgar also returned 
from her vacation this week. Hazel 
Rust informed the girls she was going to be 
married on June 23rd, so the girls got busy 
and planned a bridal shower which was held 
in the home of Gearldeen Williams on Fri- 
day evening, June 16. A very enjoyable 
evening was had by all. Hazel received 
many lovely and useful gifts. She is now 
taking her vacation. Betty Fisher and 
Betty Saathoff are taking their toll training. 

. . Betty Webber is the instructor. (Co- 
incidence—three Bettys.) . . . Duke Eckles, 
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accompanied by his wife and three daugh- 
ters, spent two weeks in California visiting 
relatives. They had very good transporta- 
tion, a new car. Jack Schiffour, Di- 
rectory Advertising Salesman, has been 
working in Superior the past couple of 
weeks. 


Sutton-Harvard Area 


Norma Nuss, Correspondent 


Phyllis Bieck, Chief Operator at Harvard, 
is back at work with us again. Ernest 
Barney and Jerry Morris of Lincoln, are 
installing the Central Office Equipment for 
the automatic dial system at Sutton.... 
Irene Combs, Traveling Chief Operator, was 
in Sutton last week. 


York-Osceola Area 


Helen Robinson, Correspondent 


Vacations are under way at the York Ex- 
change. Mrs. Richard Lake, formerly 
Ardith Peters, is vacationing in Texas with 
her new husband. Also, Mrs. Robert 
George, formerly Bonna Wright, is now on 
her honeymoon. Ferne Wilger spent a 
few days in Broken Bow. When she re- 
turned to work it was evident a nice sun 
tan had been acquired. Dorothy Klee- 
myer is spending a two weeks vacation at 
her home in Thayer. The usual num- 
ber of picnics have been planned and en- 
joyed by several groups of girls frem the 
traffic. Wilhelmine Sanmann has 
bought herself a new 1950 green Chevro- 
let and is really enjoying it. There is 
nothing more gratifying to our C. O. than a 
new girl who is eager to work. This week’s 
“Pride and Joy” is Jody Spady. ‘There is 
a gal who really loves her work so much that 
she tried to work five hour shifts, and suc- 
ceeded in getting away with it. One after- 
noon, she was working the 10:00 to 2:00 
shift. When questioned about her presence 
at 3:00 P.M. she remarked, “I thought I 
was getting hungry, but I couldn’t remember 
if I had been home to lunch or not.” Oh for 
a memory like that! Rumors are that 
two members of the Commercial Depart- 
ment are broken hearted because Johnny 
Eckles was transferred to Hastings! We 
It seems strange without 
Vance Embry around but we hope he likes 
working at the Hastings Exchange. 
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MANAGER: COACH ROY MILLS HURRIED HOME ;TOOK FOUR ASPIRING 
AND WENT To BED AFTER THE FATEFUL FIETH INNING OF A RECENT 
SOFTBALL GAME . THE L1.4T. BO¥S WERE LEADING ONE OF THE 
TONG STRONG TEAM BY THE AMAZING SCORE OF 230 Il 
WHEN THE INNING BEGAN — BUT BEFORE THEY COULD REGISTER 
“AREE OUTS THE OPPONENTS HAD SLAUGHTERED FOUR L-+T. 
PTICHERS AND SCORED 22 RUNS. 
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De “THANKS MARIE, FOR 
A VERY PLEASANT 
NIGHTMARE ! 
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STARK “TRAGEDY STRUCK IN THE 
ACCOUNTING DEPARTMENT JUST AT 
FIVE O'CLOCK ONE EVENING WHEN 
GLORIA ZIER GOT WEDGED BETWEEN 
HER CHAIR AND DESK. SHE HAD To 
WORK TEN MINUTES OVERTIME AND 
OUTDO HOUDINI 10 MAKE HER ESCAPE. 
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ITS JUST AS WELL THAT KATHERINE HOOVER HASTINGS, 
DIDN'T KNOW WHAT WAS IN STORE FOR HER WHEN 
SHE ACCEPTED 4 RIDE HOME FROM A PICNIC WITH 
MARIE PEARSON... SOON AFTER STARTING HOME THE CAR 
AUGHT AFIRE <THE GIRLS LUCKILY PUT OUT THE BLAZE 
BUT THE MOTOR WAS DEAD, WHILE WAITING Two HOURS 
FORA SERVICE CAR TO ARRIVE 4 SEVERE ELECTRICAL 
AND RAIN STORM CAME ALONG . THE WRECKER CAME, 
AND PROMPTLY GOT STUCK IN A DITCH AND THE GIRLS 
HAD To PUSH IT BACK ON THE ROAD. THEY FINALLY 
GOT HOME IN THE WEE HOURS OF THE MORNING ! 
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DRIVING HOME DURING ONE OF THE 
RECENT DOWNPOURS, DICK HOBSON, & NOW WHY DID 
GENERAL-TRAFFIC, PONDEREDONHOW ¢ | po THAT ? 
ee ea 
OHM THAT | IM | are 
RAIN OR FLOOD AND HE GOT CURIQUS 5 
To HOW DEEP A STREAM IT WOULD FORD ~<a 
WITHOUT AFFECTING THE MOTOR .. Fae 


PUTTING THE QUESTION TO HE TEST, (ESS ——6 


FOUND A STREET RUNNING KNEE-DEEP 
IN WATER AND DROVE INTO IT. IN THE DEEPEST SPOT THE MOTOR BACKFIRED AND 


DIED -- HIND DICK SAT FOR TWO HOURS WAITING FOR THE RAIN TO ABATE $0 HE- 
COULD VENTURE FORTH IN SEARCH OF A TOWSIN CAR. 
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IM SORRY, 515, BUT | HAD TO FINISH 
A COUPLE OF BIG DEALS AND 
COULON'T GET AWAY - - 
LET'S GO 10 DINNER , 
I'M FAMISHED | 


HEN THE SUN REACHES Br \\ 
HE BRANCH OF THAT = BSF GEE,IRENE, \( YEAH- THE WOLVES 
ELM TREE | GO sty SOME, EVERYBODY 15 1 % ARE THICK IN 
To worK ! gid AT CALIFORNIA ! 
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FOLKS HAVE REMARKED THAT THE SCHLENTZ GIRTH HAS 
VISIBLY INCREASED LATELY-AND THEREIN LIES THE TALE. 
LEE HAD JUST FINISHED A HEARTY MEAL IN THE CAFETERIA 
at] | AND WAS POLISHING OFF HIS DESSERT WHEN HE REMEMBERED 
= ee RR ee ee RET PON SHIRE GIAMED 
_ il | LOB 7 f) 
BlLL seu sLINCOLN PLANT , 0 HIS RELATIVE fine de PRESSURE OF BUSINESS, €IC., 
HO TELLS TIM HE SUN, HAD DELAYED HIM\~AND THEN BROUGHT HER To THE 
GOT 10 aE EXACTLY ONE HOUR CAFETERIA, WHERE HE ORDERED AND ATE ANOTHER. 
LARLY ON THE LONGEST DAY OF GENEROUS MEAL, 50 SHE WOULDN'T SUSPECT HE 
4HE YEAR , HAD FORGOTTEN HER 
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MARGARET CORNELL AND IRENE SWAN, a Wa. «ol dibs Me a 

DAVID CITY TRAFFIC, WERE DRIVING ONE OF FRISCOS Ry Seae cA WRAR LAG 

BUSY THOROUGHFARES ON THEIR VACATION TRIP. eve ee a eT TE ee Tee eI sencenier 

THEY HAD NEVER SEEN SO MANY WILD PRIVERS AND ONLY Ie PRE Sees tyctik See eet WE eo on hc So REM a Ge Sh ak I. NE TR 
BY DINT OF SOME NEAR MIRACLES DID THEY AVOID A DOZEN Pattee OREO eer VIR EO i Pele Wal een. Eee) ee. a i 
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B. L. Herzog explains the mysteries "of the dial 
i switching equipment to a group of highly interested 
visitors. 
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The Bernard Macholan family, with Roy Carlson, are hearing the 
workings of the test board explained by Eugene Hiatt. 


A pleasant surprise was the presence of 
old friends Donald G. and W. E. Bell. Don 
was formerly commercial manager at Lincoln 
and Hastings and “’W.E.” was general commer- 
cial superintendent before his retirement a 
few years ago. 


Carl Wagner, Patty Wagner and Mrs. Aryllis Joynt sample the 
refreshments dispensed by Jim Dudgeon in the club room. 


Family Night At Hastings 


T has been an exciting and busy 
summer for the folks at Hastings. 
Allowing only a few weeks to take 
care ‘of the problems and adjustments 
left in the wake of the exchange cut- 
over on July 1, they again made the 
headlines by swinging wide the doors 
in a three-day Open House on July 
26, 27 and 28. All employees and the 
people of the Hastings community had 
been informed of the event and were 
invited to attend. 


The first evening was reserved for 
employees, their families and guests. 
Telephone folk from far and near 
trooped through the building in a steady 
throng throughout the evening. Two 
hundred sixty-three of them gave the 
place a thorough inspection before the 
closing hour of ten. Refreshments were 
served in the basement club room as 
the groups finished their tour. The 
spacious room was well filled, as most 
of the families lingered a while to meet 
the folks in the following groups. 


The public Open House on Thursday 
and Friday occupied the afternoon and 


A Hebron delegation, Mr. and Mrs. Ernie 
Wellman and Mr. and Mrs. Francis Cederholm 
are being shown the cable vault by Narrator 
D. E. Webb. 


evening of both days. It brought spon- 
taneous compliments from many of the 
guests. They assembled in the lobby 
of the local commercial office where 
they were greeted by E. J. Flowerday, 
Hastings manager. The guests were 
then divided into groups of a dozen 
or more and placed in charge of a guide. 
They were then conducted on a care- 
fully charted tour through the base- 
ment, where the cable vault, power, bat- 
tery and club rooms were inspected. 
Then to the first floor, through the 
area and district office and into the 
exhibit room. Here the visitors were 
introduced to the principles of dial 
switching by a demonstration unit 
loaned by the Automatic Electric Sales 
Company. A cable display attracted its 
share of attention. Between two short 
poles, a messenger strand was strung 
and an open cable splice suspended. A 
narrator explained how the wires were 
joined and the splice completed. Sam- 
ples of cables, of different sizes and 
composition, were mounted on one wing 


panel of the display, while on another 
were sections of cable sheath which 


had been damaged by various acts of 


nature, workmen or vandals. 


(Continued on page 4) 


“This display. shows “by” shoroeraph and caption 

ssome of the steps involved in the installation of a tele- 

Si phone. Jim Dudgeon is talking about some of the 
af points of interest 


Admiring one of the beautiful floral pieces are 
2 ©. L. Sturtevant, plant statistician; Merle M. Hale, gen- 
eral commercial superintendent; Roy Carlson, equip- 
ment engineer; I. J. Devoe, general auditor; Ken. 
Lawson, commercial engineer; Rosalie Adams, com- 
mercial usterk ond EG Flowerday, area MEnager: 


Cammarcial clerics behind the “sit down”? count- [| 
er in Hastings’ new business office. Left to right,) 
Carolee Grothaus, Joann Christensen, Marlys Fixke, § 


“And this i is where your call is received when you 
dial Information,’’ Mrs. Helen Roberts is saying as she | 
conducts her visitors through the operating department. 
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Groups of visitors in the exhibit room with the hiss 
torical display in the background. At center, District 
™ Manager John Spady is chatting with Jack Mankamyer, 
Ed Flowerday, Merle Hale and K. L. Lawson. Identifi- § 
able at left are Minnie Schlitt and Alma Herzog and at 
right, Lucille Stephenson. 
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Enjoying « a look at the new operators’ ietnae « are 

Mrs. George Fleck, Phyllis Clark, Mrs. Silas Clark, Mrs. © 
, Jack Van Nordheim and Donna Larson who acted cis : 7 
guide in the lounge and snack bar. 


Family Night 
At Hastings 


(Continued from page 2) 


One side of the room was devoted 
to historical telephone instruments, se- 
lected from the Pioneer collection and 
especially mounted and titled for the 
exhibit. A group of photo murals 
along another wall 
torially, the several steps involved in 
the installation of a telephone, and 
stressed the amount of record entry and 
hidden tasks necessary to complete an 
order. A large map of the L. T. & T. 
territory showed the extent of Com- 


explained, pic- 


pany operation and the current division 
between dial and manual exchanges. 


The groups then climbed to the 
second floor where they were shown 
the switching apparatus, test board, toll 
line equipment, the new toll board, 
operators’ lounge and snack bar. This 
completed the tour. 


The public Open House sessions were 
attended by more than 1800 persons. 
The guides and narrators used in con- 
ducting the groups included Vance 
Embrey, Bernard Herzog, Duane Webb, 
Rolland Drake, Del Smith, Fred Mc- 
Cormick, Carl Hedstrom, Floyd Crewd- 
son, Ralph Wait, Jim Dudgeon, Gene 
Hiatt, Don McKean, Dave Guthrie, 
John Roth, Hank Wentink, Jack Van- 
Nordheim, Boyd Imler, Marie Pearson. 
Donna Larson, Helen Roberts, Darlene 
Oliver, Betty Hudson, Ardis Bondegard 
and Lyla Klein. A firm round of ap- 
plause is due them, for the success or 
failure of the Open House hinged 
greatly on the manner in which points 
of interest were explained. 


Comments from the departing guests 
and from the local press left little doubt 
as to the reciprocal value derived from 
the venture, according to John Spady, 
district manager. He is convinced that 
the Open House could have “packed 
them in” for several more nights. Mer- 
chants and individuals of Hastings had 
the offices teeming with gift baskets 
of flowers, while one floral company 
presented the business office with two 
permanent plants and each of the girls 
—operators and clerks—with an orchid. 
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A large map of the Company's 22 county territory holds the attention of this group of 
visitors in the exhibit room. The 122 exchanges are designated either dial or manual by colored q 
markers. Connecting exchanges also are shown. 
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Alex Pauley, York, ‘Kelly’ Hedstrom and Ted Burr of Hastings and Jack Mankamyer, 
Sutton, voice their opinion of the Open House at the conclusion of the building tour. Appar- 


enily they liked it. 
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Rogene Garrelts, Barbara Pederson and Pat Hawkins were among the first to make use of 
the new snack bar in the operators’ lounge. 
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Chief Operator of 1892 Visits Hastings Open House 


VERY special visitor at the recent 
“4+ Hastings Open House was Miss 
Celia Cleland. She was “discovered” 
by Jim Dudgeon as she was staring, 
with wide-eyed astonishment, at a pic- 
ture in one of the displays showing 
the Hastings operating force of 1892. 
“You have my picture here!” she ex- 
claimed, pointing to one of the operators 
in the photograph. Miss Cleland 
explained that she was then chief oper- 
ator of the local exchange, and without 
hesitation was able to identify all the 
other employees in the group. She was 
16 at that time and is now 74, but her 
memory is clear and accurate. A fund 
of information was obtained from her 
in an interview by Mr. Dudgeon and 
a Hastings Tribune reporter, for that 
paper was alert to the human interest 
element in her visit to the new 
exchange, and made a feature article 
from the story. 

Back in those days there were fewer 
than 150 telephones in the exchange, 
according to Miss Cleland. By lifting 
the receiver a subscriber was connected 
directly with the operator’s circuit. The 
calling party would give their own 
number and the number they were call- 
ing. For example: “Number 45 to 


Miss Cleland identified herself, standing at 
extreme left, in this picture of the telephone 
office and personnel at Hastings in 1892. The 
others are, from left to right: Hattie Sain, 
George Leach and Sherman Knee. 


Number 50.” The operator would then 
make the connection and ring the 
called party. If two or more subscribers 
were trying to place a call at the same 
time the operator would ask the others 
to hanz up until the first party had 
completed his request and the connec- 
tion made. 


The operators wore head receivers 
but spoke into a single Blake transmitter 
suspended from the ceiling. The only 
way to determine if a conversation was 
completed was to cut in on the circuit 
at intervals, and if no sound could be 
heard the connection was broken. 


There were few long distance calls in 
1892. Service was offered only to 
neighboring towns. A circuit was strung 


The mechanics of the new toll switchboard 
were of great interest to Miss Cleland, shown 
here with Manager Ed Flowerday, Maxine 
Von Kampen, Jim Dudgeon and Marie Pear- 
son. 


to Lincoln in 1893, but Miss Cleland, 
by that time, was seeing the sights of 
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the Columbian Exposition at Chicago. 


This had been her burning ambition. 
Her weekly salary, as chief operator, 
was eight dollars. With this amount 
she was able to support herself and 
save enough to make a pilgrimage to 
the great Chicago Fair. 


Night calls were very rare. A reclin- 
ing chair was used by the night oper- 
ator, who usually could sleep undis- 
turbed until morning. A bell connected 
with the switchboard would ring should 
a subscriber lift his receiver to make 
a call. 


Four persons were employed by the 
Company at that time. Sherman Knee 
was manager; Celia Cleland, chief oper- 
ator; Hattie Sain, operator, and George 
Leach, utility and night operator. A 
few months after the picture was taken 
Orion P. Knee arrived to take over the 
new duties of “trouble finder.’’ He was 
a younger brother of the manager and 
the same “O. P.” who retired from the 
L. T. & T. organization in 1934 after 
completing 45 years of service as a 
telephone man. 


There was little need for bookkeepers, 
clerks or tellers. A telephone cost a 
certain amount per month. Every 
month Sherman Knee called on each 
subscriber and collected either the 


money or the telephone. The beautiful 
simplicity of life in the Gay Nineties 
has never since been approached. 
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= i < @ The ‘‘Young Sprouts” ball club. Left to right, standing, John 

" tem Findley, Jack Mankamyer, Jr., Dale Weaver, Cloyd Bucknell, 
Dick Tejcka, Roy Mills, and Dean Hobson. Seated, Dick} 
Merrill, Ben Turner, Leonard White, John Shipp and Lyle 
mueller and Delores Michael. Front are Higgins. John Mills is the lad at right. We are sorry but 
Mary Hindmarsh and hasta Younger. we couldn’t identify the other boy. 
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Smiles that keep customers coming to the 
Lincoln business office. Back row, La- 
Vonne Joosten, Phyllis Otte, Lois Brauck- 


The ‘Old Timers” ball club. Left to right, Umpire Ted Burr, & 
Tommy Hedges, Bat Boy John Mills, Perry Caldwell, J. H.@ 
Roland, Ralph Connors, Gregg Derr, Jack Mankamyer, Lloyd 
Oglesby, Cecil Donley, Charles Peachman, Roy Mills, John 
Artz and Lloyd Miller. Seated are George Burt, B. T. Hayes, 
Art Drake and Harold Brady. 


. vessed Tommy Longdon as the ‘‘Mystery §@ . 
Pa paces ¢ is Harlan Gillespie of Beatrice won the prize 5 4 
4 when his number was drawn. Dick Spohn is the man) 


gee at the mike. 
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RECORD smashing throng of 910 dust, then lay groaning on the ground 

members of the L. T. & T. family The spectators’ cheers died jy, their 
converged on Capitol Beach at Lincoln throats as the players gathered around 
on August 12. They came from all him and a call was made for g doctor 


trimmings disappeared in equally 
astounding quantities. Pep Saunders, 
veloped as the lines filed past the Alex Geist and their food committee re- 
servers. The plates were filled as the ceived many warm congratulations for 


ness that comes with experience and 
careful planning. Never a hitch de- 


parts of the territory, picnic bent and 
fun-minded. Inhibitions and dignity 
were soon cast aside as everyone caught 
the spirit of the day and added their 
bit to the eight hours of solid fun. 

Attendance at the Employees’ Family 
Picnic has been steadily increasing for 
the past six years and it was soon ap- 
parent that the 1950 gathering was 
destined to eclipse them all. Buck 
Isaman’s registration book was filled 
with names from cover to cover. 

The first event on the program was 
advertised as a grudge battle at softball 
between the present L. T. & T. team 
and a group of old-timers. The game 
was a vendetta from the first pitch. 
It was a well played contest, with the 
opposing teams slugging it out toe to 
toe for eight full innings. As the final 
stanza opened they were tied 4 to 4. 
Then things began to happen. 

Barney Hayes, of Hastings, came 
sliding into second base amid a cloud of 


Jack Cox is rewarded for 

his all night vigil at the 
arbeque pit by getting 
© first taste of the de- | 

licious meat. Professor 
harles Adams of the 
niversity of Nebrask¢ 

College of Agriculture, © 
Grbeque specialist, '> 

a the working en¢ ° 
he carving knife. 


The Company physician, L, E. Finne 

was in the audience. The Doc dashed 
out on the field with his Satchel, fo]. 
lowed by an assistant Carrying a say 
and a well worn mallet. A whee} bar- 
row was propelled onto the diamond 
and the bandaged player finally Carted 
away carrying a large white lily in 
his clasped hands. Bob Ross, afte; 
missing the ball a mile in two healthy 
swings was presented with a bat, by 
his small son, that was so wide he 
couldn’t miss. Bob tore the bat apart 
as he socked out a clean bingle, but 
missed his chance to become a hero 
because he lost his pants as he rounded 
third base. He plowed a furrow in the 
base path as they tripped him when 
he was about to score. Roy Mills 
socked out a clean single and was pre- 
sented with a huge basket of withered 
flowers as he stood on first base. The 
center fielder erected a pup tent out by 
the lake and sat down in the shade to 


Family Picnic 


enjoy a magazine. A long fly, ignored 
by the literary fielder, looked like a 
home run until the batter rounded 
third. Then every player threw a ball 
toward the catcher and that gentleman 
took his éheice-at them to tag the 
Tunner out at home. Petry Caldwel]], 
Perched on second, and plainly tire 
Out, was helped around the pao. by 
attendants and a wheel chair. Worse 
than this. when the vehicle crossed the 
Plate the official scorer counted three 
"UNS; one each for Perry and the two 
Pushers The Youngstet® coul Well 
Protest the score. for Umpite Merle 
Hulbert threw ie book away 1n that 
es Inning, He even oo a bat 
imself—but the crowd love’ 

€ races and contest me ICN fo]- 
lowed the ball sane; gowere®. all the 
“xplored field of picnic athletics. Cayzy 


Byford Patt So 


ceives a 


Prize ,. .°ft, son of B- 2’ 


o- i ' 
Cc chairman of th COngratylation 


” Ge 
© games commit] 


fat Harold Brady had done a 
taask job of planning and the 
. followed in rapid fire order. The 
: furnished the participants and 
: cag keen and high. Jess May, 
interest events, announced the first 
as judge ies 4s Bob Rauch, Caroline 
prize aes Rosenthal, Jane Han- 
Hartz, Geist. Judy Wait, Jack Hale, 
sen, Jim _., Eden, Joan Rider, Mrs. 
Zella Louts© rs. Ivan Olson, Leonard 
John ana Lowell Johnson, Ed Rider, 
sehen and Bill Rosenthal. 
Oy 


7ming of the program was 

The oe nose,” as they say in radio 
“right on . last race was completed 
jargon. ie was announced and the 
just as SUPP trooped to the dining 
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event 
audienc 


hungry Florence Tatmans serving 
grounds. cerformed with the smooth- 
committee 
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were almost qs 
1 im this event. 


picnickers reached the end of the long 
tables. 

The barbecued beef had been given 
top billing on the menu, and many 
glowing adjectives had been used in ad- 
vertising its goodness. Some folks 
were visibly skeptical and were pre- 
pared to let it be known if the flavor 
didn’t come up to advance notices. The 
first mouthful convinced even those 
who came to jeer. The meat was DE- 
Licious. 

The purveying and serving of a big 
supper to 900 hungry people is a tre- 
mendous chore. The work is almost 
without a beginning or end. More than 
350 pounds of boneless barbecued beef 
were carried to the tables on the pic- 
nickers’ plates, along with 900 roast- 
ing ears, numberless ladlings of baked 
beans, 160 steaming quarts of coffee, 
case upon case of chocolate milk, pop 
and so forth, 920 slices and bars of ice 


cream, while bread, butter, relishes and 


Catcher Jack Mankamyer, |) 


" Jr., tries in vain to keep “old ||] 


Mm... scoring. But Dick Hansen and. 
bom 2) a) Jack Mankamyer, Sr., pushed 
wowithe wheel chair over the. 
uf plate and the umpire scored | 

three runs. 


wasn timer’? Perry Caldwell from | 


wa 


their good work in preparing the feast. 


After supper a word of welcome was 
given by Max Walker, general chair- 
man, and the big prizes of the day were 
drawn and presented by Dick Spohn, 
of the prize committee. It was an all- 
electrical assortment, consisting of 
corn popper, clock, roaster, cooker and 
radio. The ladies predominated in the 
luck department and the prizes went to 
Hattie Staley, Delores Fisher of Beat- 
rice, Mrs. Ed Golden and Judy Hen- 
drickson. The lone man represented 
was Harlan Gillespie, known ™ Beat- 
rice bowling circles as “Horseshoe 
Harlan.” He won the radio. The ane 
for guessing the weight ot the big we 


“or attison 
cell telephone went to Byford Fa me 
with his estimate of 815 ounces: 


; > oht. 
two more than its actual ete Burt 
; c eorge - 
Dean Hamilton and ae ia ag. the 
passed out the free ride ticke 


age. Lo 
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Spahnie. 


Guy Seaton, C. C. Donley, Herb Hansen, 
¥ Geor e Burt and Grege 


You can get dizzy doing this, 


it says here. 
ore nates AB Saag ru 2 etc 


, Hgts 

. UThe games and contests were lots of fun 
for Mom and Pop—aond the small fry too. 
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on't be alarmed, 
legal and some 
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ee See 
Clifford at left and 
‘Mr. and Mrs. Art Holcomb with thelr 
families get all set for some of that goo 


Class of August, 1950 Is A Topper 


UGUST 1950 established a record 

-in the number of employee retire- 
ments. Announcement was made of 
the transfer to the pension payroll of 
seven telephone folk during that 
month. Their spans of service in the 
industry ranged from 23 to 35 years. - 


E. L. “Murph” Martin requested that 
his active service be terminated on 
August 1 in order that he might go into 
another type of work. As his friends 
may guess, he is now in the fishing 
business. Aside from the telephone 
industry there is-no other vocation for 
which Murph could be more qualified. 
He has always been an inveterate fish- 
erman, active in better fishing associa- 
tions and is an acknowledged authority 
in marine lore and wild life. His first 
telephone experience was with the 
L. T. & T. Company in July, 1913. He 
worked for the Company on three oc- 
casions for periods ranging from three 
months to a year before he finally 
selected telephony as a permanent 
career in August, 1918. Since then his 
service has been continuous. Most of 
his duties have been with the Lincoln 
exchange as combinationman and farm 
line repairman. 


Georgia H. Tartsch, former cashier 
at Plattsmouth, was transferred to pen- 
sioned status after a year’s disability 
because of illness. Her retirement be- 
came effective August 7. As Georgia 
Matoush, she gained her first telephone 
experience as student operator at Platts- 
mouth in April, 1916, resigning in 
August, 1917. In March 1919 she re- 
appeared on the payroll as commercial 
clerk and held this position until ap- 
pointed a district clerk in January, 1929. 
In April of the same year she was ad- 
vanced to Plattsmouth cashier. Stricken 


Mayme Carroll 
Shelby 


Caroline Lamps 
Hastings 


ill a year ago she was forced to leave 
her desk. For several months she has 
been making slow but steady progress 
toward regaining her normal health. 


Belle Meester, Hastings traffic de- 
partment, was introduced to the mys- 
teries of switchboard operation at At- 
lantic, Iowa in November 1915 where 
she worked until the following May. 
Later moving to Hastings, she entered 
employment with our Company in 
March, 1919, as day operator. Ten 
years later, in November, 1929 she be- 
came a member of the night forces and 
was appointed night chief in Novem- 
ber, 1943. She held this position until 
the recent conversion of the exchange 
to the dial system. Her retirement was 
effective August 14. 


John Ruppel 


Ica Westley 
Nebraska City 


Shelby 


Ica C. Westley requested retirement 
from active service so that she might 
remain in Shelby after its cutover to 
dial on August 15. She began as a re- 
lief girl for the old Surprise Telephone 
Company as long ago as March, 1908. 
Her record shows that she worked in 
this capacity at various times before 
becoming classed as a regular employee 
in January, 1916. She came into the 
L. T. & T. family in August, 1916, 
when the Surprise Company was pur- 
chased. She was then chief operator 
at Brainard and remained in that posi- 
tion until August, 1937, when she 
transferred to Shelby as night chief 
operator. Her retirement dates from 
August 16. 

John Ruppel was employed by the 
Plymouth Telephone Company — in 
March, 1915, to manage the exchange 
of that town. He was ably assisted by 
his wife and daughter, and the three 
of them were operating the exchange 
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Belle Meester 
Hastings 


Georgia Tarisch 
Plattsmouth 


as a family enterprise when it was sold 
to the Lincoln Company in August, 
1918. John was retained as Plymouth 
manager, and had completed more than 
15 years in that capacity when he was 
put in charge of the Western and 
Tobias exchanges. He was at Western 
until October, 1937, when he trans- 
ferred to Wilber as combinationman. 
In April, 1938 he went to Nebraska 
City as building custodian where he 
remained until illness forced him to give 
up his work a year ago. His entry on 
the pensioned lists took place on August 
16. John has removed to Tobias where 
he is making his home. 


Caroline M. Lamps, Hastings traffic 
department, began working as an op- 
erator for the Northwestern Bell at 
Kearney in February, 1919. She moved 
to Hastings a few months later and ar- 
ranged for employment with the Has- 
tings exchange. Except for a period 
of three years, when she was assigned 
to traffic clerical duties, all of Miss 
Lamps’ service has been compiled at 
the switchboard. In July, 1935, she 
transferred to the night forces and has 
worked on the late shift ever since. 
For a period of several months during 
1945-46, she filled the position of night 
chief operator. He retirement was ef- 
fective August 21. 


Mayme M. Carroll, chief operator: 
cashier, Shelby, was the second mem- 
ber of the operating force to enter the 
inactive rolls when the exchange was 
cut to dial operation. She was initiated 


as a telephone employee in August, 


1928, when she accepted the position of 
chief operator at Tamora. She was 
rere for nine years, then came to 
l ere the remainder of her 
3-year service record has been accumu 
Mrs. Carroll’s retirement date 


(Continued on page 12) 


(ioe answer to. this important ques- 

tion has been stated many times, 
and most of us are familiar with its 
general meaning. In a nutshell, it is 
this: “The Company’s wage policy is 
to pay wages that stand in reasonable 
relationship to those paid in the same 
community for work requiring similar 
skills, ability and training.” - Perhaps 
that is clear enough, but what’s behind 
that policy? Why was it adopted? Why 
has it proved to be a good policy over 
the years? 


Business Competition Generally 
Sets Wage Pattern 


Probably the best way to explain our 
policy is to compare it with policies in 
effect in other lines of business. Many 
factors determine what a good and suc- 
cessful wage policy must be. One of 
the most important of these is the law 
of supply and demand, in this case 
with reference to the supply of and de- 
mand for workers. Businessmen know, 
or quickly find out, what wages must 
be paid to get and keep the kind of 
people they want. When wages are 
too high or too low, the factor of sup- 
ply and demand gives quick warning 
that something is out of balance. 


Let’s take the case of an owner of 
a small store as an example. Suppose 
that Mr. Brown needs two clerks to 
help him run his business. He probably 
will hire people in his town and will 


pay them about the same wage that 
Mr. Jones down the street pays his 
people who have similar positions. 


If he doesn’t, he will soon be in 
trouble. If his pay is too low, his 
employees will be quick to learn they 
can get better pay elsewhere and make 
a change; and clerks looking for jobs 
will pass him by. 


On the other hand, if the pay is too 
high, he will have to charge his custo- 
mers more for his goods or services and 
most of his business will be going to 
the store down the street. So Mr. 
Brown will find himself paying what 
can be called the “going wage” for 
clerks in his town. 


This holds true even in fields where 
the form of competition is less direct 
than in the case of Mr. Brown. In 
the coal mining industry, where Mr. 
Lewis has little competition as a pace 
setter, wages are probably higher than 
they would be if they were established 
locally. But coal itself does have a good 
deal of competition as a fuel and the 
soaring price of the product (due in 
large part to Mr. Lewis’ wage policy) 
has sharply cut the market for coal. 
Customers switch to other fuels. The 
result for coal miners is fewer jobs, 
less work and a lower average annual 
wage per miner. 


Competition Not Only Factor 
In Telephone Wage Policy 


Because of the nature of the tele- 
phone business, competition is not the 
only factor which must be considered 
in setting a wage policy. Even if we 
wanted to, we could not for long pay 
telephone operators less than  prevail- 
ing wages for jobs requiring similar 
skill, ability or training. Less than cleri- 
cal workers for instance, which is a 
usual comparison. The same would 
hold true for plant craftsmen. Their 
wage would have to be pretty much 
the same as that for men perfornaing 
similar tasks in other lines of work; 
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What 9s The Company 4 
Wage Policy? 


electricians for example. If our wages 
were too low it wouldn’t take long for 
word to get around that the L. T. and 
T. Company was strictly N. G. as a 
place to work. We would soon find 
ourselves without enough help, or be 
forced to hire second rate people. 


The other side of the picture in our 
business is more complicated. If our 
wages were too high it would mean 
that we would have to charge our cus- 
tomers more for their telephone serv- 
ice. If they thought the price was too 
high, they couldn’t go elsewhere be- 
cause we have the only telephone store 
in town. But it wouldn't be long be- 
fore there would be protests and dis- 
satisfaction. We would suffer in loss 
of public good will. In bad times, many 
people would probably decide that do- 
ing without the telephone would be a 
good way to cut corners. 


Another side to the story is that we 
would be taking advantage of other 
businessmen in the community. Since 
we don’t have competitors in the tele- 
phone business, one might think our 
pay could be higher than the “going 
wage” in the community. But because 
it would be partly the money of other 
businessmen as telephone customers 
which would give us our edge in the 
employment field, they .would have 
every right to register a loud complaint. 

Actually we are faced with one kind 
of competition—competition for the 
customers’ dollar. Although Mrs. 
Housewife and Mr. Businessman can't 


go elsewhere for telephone service, they 
nevertheless are free to decide how and 
where they will spend their dollars. 
If our service isn’t good or if the price 
is too high, they may cut down on 
such things as extensions and long dis- 
tance calls, or as pointed out above, 
they may do without service altogether. 
When all is said and done, John Q. 
Citizen is the real top brass of our 
company and we can’t afford to irk 
him. The tremendous growth in tele- 
phone service after the war would prob- 
ably never have taken place if the price 
of service had jumped as far and fast 
as most other prices. 


How Do We Determine What 
“Going Wages” Are? 

To determine what a _not-too-low, 
not-too-high wage scale should be, and 
to be sure we are in line with other 
businesses, it’s necessary to find out 
what “going wages” are in the com- 
munity. To do this we have taken 
surveys in recent years. These surveys 
have been made with the co-operation 
of local businessmen and civic organiza- 
tions in both large and small exchanges. 

One of the big questions in such 
surveys has been to determine what 
other or “outside” jobs to use for com- 
parison purposes when dealing with 
such typical telephone titles as installer, 
repairman and switchboard operator. 
Obviously there aren’t many telephone 
installers, repairmen or operators in the 
Company’s territory who do not work 
for us, so a direct comparison is im- 
possible. The answer has been to com- 
pare such jobs with those in other 
lines of business requiring similar skills, 
ability and training. These are formed 
among those employed by non-tele- 
phone utility companies and by private 
business requiring the same kind of 
artisanship. Operators are compared 
with a variety of similar clerical posi- 
tions. When it comes to making com- 


parisons with such jobs as_ stenogra- 
phers, clerks, cashiers and comptometer 
operators, it isn’t hard to find parallels 
in other lines of work. 


After the job comparisons have been 
made there arises the problem of de- 
fining the phrase “stand in reasonable 
relationship.” No doubt about it, it’s 
a pretty broad term. Generally it 1s 
taken to mean the wage in question 
is in the middle of the range of the 
group used in the study. Actually our 
wage position is much better than that, 
because the surveys have shown that 
telephone wages have been at or near 
the top of the heap. 


Wage Zones 


Wages are generally higher in larger 
towns because the cost of living there 
is greater. This is a factor that enters 


into most wage discussions and is a 
principle that is generally recognized. 
You wouldn’t pay as much rent for an 
apartment or six room house in Wy- 
more or David City for instance as 
you would in Lincoln because rent in 
larger towns is higher. Transportation 
to and from work costs more. Other 
expense items are greater. To compen- 
sate for this, wage differentials are 
established between larger and smaller 
exchanges. 


Wage Progression Schedules 


Our wage policy provides for more 
pay for the job as the employee's length 
of service increases. This again con- 
forms with the basic policy of keeping 
pace with community wages. Employees 
expect and are entitled to more pay 
as they become more valuable to their 
employers through experience and 
training. In some work this wage 
progression is not a certainty but de- 
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pends somewhat on business conditions 
and the opening of jobs which will 
permit the employee to move up in the 
organization. Generally in slack periods 
this doesn’t happen too often. 


It’s different in our Company, how- 
ever. Here the terms of the wage 
progression schedule depend on nothing 
but the passage of time. The employee 
is assured of regular increases in pay 
as specified in his schedule, provided 
that he stays with the company. Dur- 
ing 1949, L. T. & T. employees re- 
ceived 1647 wage progression step in- 
creases. 


“Proof of the Pudding” 


The test of a wage policy is how it 
works in use as reflected in what em- 
ployees think of the Company and their 
jobs. 


The fact that many new employees 
come here on recommendation of 
friends already in the business is one 
good sign. Other pointers on this line 
are the many family groups that we 
have here, fathers and sons, mothers 
and daughters, sisters and brothers, fol- 
lowing each other in the telephone bust- 
ness. It shows that people here are 
passing along the word that the L. T. 
te T. Company is a good place to work. 


Another yardstick for judging the 
fairness of wages is the force turnover 
a company has to meet. In a country 
like ours where people are free to 
choose their own work they usually 
don't hang around long if things don't 
suit them. The current annual turn’ 
over for women in our Company 1s 
substantially lower than for industries 
employing large numbers of women as 
reported by the Bureau of Labor Sta- 
tistics. For men, it ranks among the 
lowest of all industry. These facts are 
fair proof of fair wages. 


Rain and More Rain 


S the arching suns of Nebraska 
++ counted off the days of the season, 
displaying their consistent cycle of inter- 
mittent rains and warm ‘growing 
weather,” the old settlers scratched 
their respective heads and tried to 
harken back to a summer to compare 
with it. True, the binders and com- 
bines sometimes became mired down in 
the fields while harvesting the grain, 
and there were instances where crops 
were beaten down or washed out by 
local torrents; but generally the Ne- 
braska skies favored the lush earth with 
all their benignity. Crisp, cool nights 
prevailed all through July; an unheard 
of happening, for this is usually a torrid 
month in the Cornhusker state. 


Driving along the tree-grown high- 
ways and past the verdant fields, it is 
hard to reconcile the pleasing picture 
to that of the mid-Thirties when 
drought, dust and searing winds com- 
bined to reduce the landscape to one 
of utter desolation—and the minds of 
men to hopelessness and despair. 


However, not all has been well in 
1950. Sometimes Nature has been over- 
generous in her bounty. Cloudbursts 
have continued to plague the territory 
and rainfall records have been estab- 
lished at many points. 

What is believed to be the greatest 
downpour ever to be measured on an 
official gauge in Nebraska fell at York 
on July 8 and 9. It was recorded at 
13.15 inches! Nearly a fourth of the 
city was covered by swirling waters and 
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Somewhere beneath the waters is a highway leading north out 
of Crete. The picture was taken at the height of the flood on July 10. 
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about 200 persons were evacuated from 
flooded homes by boat and_ truck. 
McCool received 11.75 inches of rain 
from the same storm while waters from 
a cloudburst west of Beaver Crossing 
inundated more than a third of that 
town. Nearly 800 telephones were tem- 
porarily out of service in the section 
heaviest hit by the rains. Beaver Cross- 
ing was isolated for a short period of 


time because of power failure and bro- 
ken toll lines. 


The run-off from these rains found 


its way to the Blue River, and Crete 
again took the brunt of the damage 
from the rising flow. It was the worst 
flood in the history of the town. The 
river crested at about noon on July 10, 
when 96 inches of water tumbled over 
the dam between the river and Crete. 
The previous record was 81 inches. 


Crete had ample warning and was 
well prepared to meet the emergency 
with an array of motor boats, army 
ducks and bulldozers, manned by vol- 
unteers. The entire north part of town 
had to be evacuated, and even after the 
waters had begun to recede the river 
broke through the sand bag barricade 
at the mouth of the storm drainage 
outlet and made its way into town 
through the sewers to flood basements 
and streets. Walnut Creek, which flows 
past the northeast edge of town, was 
also overflowing from the backwash of 
the Blue River. The flood was within 


a few steps of the telephone building 
when it reached its peak. 


In south York, as viewed from an airplane, 
waist-high through the residential section after the cloud burst. 


At Fairbury, the operators received 
some nice compliments from the sub- 
scribers for their work in warning the 
residents of Rose Creek valley to be on 
guard against approaching flood waters 
on July 9. 


In spite of the fact that the big July 
rain established an official record, the 
folks at the weather bureau are con- 
vinced that the storm of May 8 brought 
even more precipitation in some locali- 
ties. They have received reports that 
a homemade gauge in western Otoe 
County recorded a downfall of 14 inches 
in that storm, and a farmer living south- 
east of Bennet told of a five-gallon 
cream can, left standing in his farm 
yard, being filled to the brim during 
the downpour. 


Retirements 
(Continued from page 9) 


was August 30. She will continue to 


reside in Shelby. 


A search through the records shows 
that this is the largest group to com- 
plete active service within a single 
month. All seven are members of the 
Independent Telephone Pioneer organ- 
ization and, as such, are now qualified 
to receive life membership certificates 
in the local Chapter. The News no 
doubt expresses the sentiment of all 
employees in stating that we hope to 
see these fine people often in future 
gatherings of employees and Pioneers. 
Best wishes to this big graduating class 
for health and happiness in the years 


which lie ahead! 
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thing, 


the waters swirled 


Jenkins Named First Aid 
Director For Red Cross 
ioe C. JENKINS, Lincoln plant 


department, was appointed director 
of first aid and safety for the Lancaster 
County Red Cross Chapter. In mak- 
ing the announce- -- 
ment on July 7, 
B. I. Noble, county 
chairman for the 
Red Cross, said the 
new position was 
created to give sup- 
port to the first aid 
committee’s already 
existing program. 

AS Girector, 
Lloyd’s main duties 
will be to advise and assist with the 
first aid and safety programs of various 
industries, schools, and other organiza- 
tions. His was a natural selection, for 
few men have given so generously of 
their time, enthusiasm, and talents as 
has Mr. Jenkins to these worthwhile 
studies. 

He has been associated with the 
Red Cross chapter of Lancaster County 
for 20 years as a first aid instructor and, 
for the past ten years, has been chair- 
man of that activity. Lloyd has become 
a nationally known authority in the 
field. In the summer of 1948 he went 
to San Francisco to direct panel dis- 
cussions in safety—first aid at the Red 
Cross national convention and has writ- 
ten a safety textbook for General H. H. 
Arnold for use of the armed forces. 


Lloyd Jenkins 


Benefit Claims Paid 


The following claims were paid by 
the Telephone Employees Mutual Bene- 
fit Association during the months of 


July and August: 


Primary members: Mabel M. Volpp, Lincoln 
Traffic, $266.00; B. A. Isaman, Lincoln En- 
gineering, $35.00; W. T. Nyden, Lincoln Serv- 
ice, $296.00; R. L. Wenzel, Lincoln Service, 
$45.00: F. J. Barnett, Lincoln Supply, $13.00; 
Margaret S. Cornell, David City Traffic, $30.00; 
Vey S. Warren, Beatrice Traffic, $55.00; Mrs. 
Lura E. Blackman, Ashland Traffic, $45.00; 
Eva M. Kilgore, David City Traffic, $10.00; 
Violet M. Molek, Ashland Traffic, $73.40; J. D. 
Green, Lincoln Service, $10.00; Mrs. Edna M. 
Clark, Auburn Traffic, $62.35; M. O. Schneider, 
Lincoln Supply, $22.50; C. W. Semple, Lincoln 
Construction, $185.00. 

Dependents: Mrs. W. E. Hayes, Lincoln, 
$130.50: Mrs. John Spady, Hastings, $171.75; 
Claude G. Bond, Lincoln, $40.88; Mrs. H. W. 
Tubbs, Hastings, $24.75; Mrs. F. D. Nave, 
Fairbury, $24.00; Nancy Howland, Lincoln, 
$41.25: Robert DeBord, Fairbury, $115.50; 
Ronald Ahl, Lincoln, $9.38. 


Active Year For Pioneers 
fhe Pioneer Chapter’s new regime 


assembled in a general committee 
meeting on July 14 in response to a 
call issued by President Guy O. Seaton. 
Except for those who were on vacation 
at that time, all members of the execu- 
tive body and committee chairmen 
were present. 
Mr. Seaton announced that the pur- 
pose of the meeting was the assignment 


of personnel and duties to the various . 


Operating committees, as well as a dis- 
cussion of plans for the year. He ex- 
presed the desire that all those who 
were eligible should be invited to be- 
come members, but stated that size was 
not the only, nor most important, yard- 
stick by which the success of the Chap- 
ter should be rated. To accomplish the 
fundamental purposes of the organiza- 
tion—that of preserving the history, 
ideals and traditions of Independent 


Telephony, and to promote fellowship 
and friendship among members was, in 
his opinion, the true measure of the 
Chapter’s success, 


Primary points brought under group 
discussion covered the bringing of more 
widespread participation into the scope 
of the Chapter’s activities, and added 
emphasis on the work of the fellowship 
body. Several social events were also 
approved to be placed on the early fall 
agenda. 


The following were named to head 
committees during the present term of 


office: E. H. Royce, membership; 
Myrtle Hiner, fellowship; Max C. 
Walker, social; Melba Richards, 


women's social; R. A. Carlson, his- 
torical; B. J. Sievers, ways and means; 
C. C. Donley, resolutions; Georgia M. 
Smith, National correspondent; J. H. 
Hartley, publicity; and G. P. Barney, 


nominating. 


Signal Service Group Aleried 


H. H. Wheeler, vice president, 
announced on August 16 that the 
Signal Service Group, which is af- 
filiated with the Company and 
sponsored by it, had been alerted 
for federal service September 11 
and would receive orders to report 
toan unnamed training point some- 
time between that date and Sep- 
tember 21. Thisis an Army Reserve 
Unit, commanded by Lt. Col. W. D. 
Lundy and staffed by officers occu- 
pying important positions in the 
L. T. & T. organization. 

Accompanied by officers from a 
similarly sponsored heavy con- 


struction group, members of the 
Signal Unit paid a visit to the gen- 
eral office building on the evening 
of July 28. They were conducted 
on a tour by Gay Henderson who 
took them through the cable vault, 
power and battery rooms, the local 
service, toll test, switching and toll 
operating departments. Afterwards 
they assembled in the club room 
for an informal social hour. 

The picture shows a portion of 
the group listening to an explana- 
tion of toll operating practices be- 
ing given by Evelyn Koch, service 
assistant. 


Three 


Employees Gain 


Promotions 


Mary Bornemeier 


INCOLN Service has a new wire 

chief and the General Traffic has 
a new supervisor of methods and as- 
sistant supervisor of methods as a re- 
sult of promotions in those departments 
in the last two months. 


Ralph Connors moved up in the Lin- 
coln Service Department from assistant 
wire chief to wire chief succeeding L. G. 
Saunders who was appointed senior 
engineer. Mr. Connors began working 
for the Company a little over 25 years 
ago as a shopman in Lincoln. He later 
was a warehouseman and clerk in the 
Supply Department before moving to 
York in 1937 as a combinationman. He 
became assistant area manager at David 
City in 1939 and three years later 
moved to Nebraska City as wire chief. 
Since February 1949 he has been as- 
sistant wire chief at Lincoln. The story 
of Mr. Saunders appointment as senior 
engineer appeared in the last issue of 


the News. 


Fairbury was the first scene of Pearl 


JOURNEY’sS END 


HENRY D. ITZEN, father of Bernice 
Itzen of the Lincoln Traffic Department 
passed away July 1. Funeral services were 


held July 5, at Gladstone, Nebraska. 


CHARLES DOCEKAL, father of Bohmil 
Docekal of the David City Plant Depart- 
ment passed away July 3. Funeral services 
were held July 5, at Abie, Nebraska. 


MRS. JANE CUMMINGS, mother of 
Charles E. Cummings, Engineering De- 
partment, and W. E. Cummings, retired 
Plant Employee, Hastings, passed away 
July 9. Funeral services were held July 13, 
in Lincoln. 


MRS. NOVA RYAN, mother of Dorothy 
Bryan, Lincoln Traffic, died July 12. 


Ralph Connors 


Pearl O’Hehir 


O’Hehir’s telephone service. Begin- 
ning there as an operator in 1925, she 
afterward held several supervisory po- 
sitions before becoming chief operator 
in 1945. She went to Tecumseh as 
chief operator two years later and in 
1948 became assistant traveling chief 
operator in the general traffic office in 
Lincoln. Before appointment to her 
present position as supervisor of meth- 
ods on August 1 she was assistant su- 
pervisor of methods for two years. She 
succeeds Frances Harmon who resigned 
to be married. 


Mary Bornemeier moves up from 
service operator at Lincoln to succeed 
Mrs. O’Hehir as assistant supervisor of 
methods in General Traffic. Miss 
Bornemeier has been in telephone work 
since 1933. She was an operator at 
Murdock, Louisville and Nebraska City 
before becoming chief operator at Louis- 
ville in 1945. She later was chief opera- 
tor at Tecumseh and held positions at 
Weeping Water and Ashland before 
coming to Lincoln in 1949. 


Funeral services were held July 14, at 
Atchison, Kansas. 


MRS. RACHAEL BROCK WOODS, wife 
of George J. Woods, Director of the Com- 
pany passed away July 16. Funeral serv- 
ices were held in Lincoln on July 18. 


MRS. ARRISSA JENKINS, mother of 
Lloyd Jenkins, Lincoln Service Depart- 
ment, and Herbert Jenkins, retired, passed 
away July 19. Funeral services were held 


July 22, in Lincoln. 


EDWIN HAMMOND, (father of Norris 
Hammond, Lincoln Service Department, 
passed away July 23. Funeral services 
were held in Lincoln on July 26. 


MERTON FRANCIS, father of Margaret 
Francis of the Treasurer's Office, died 
August 25. Funeral services were held in 
Lincoln on August 28. 
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First On New Honor Roll 
HE effects of the rebuilding of 


America’s armed forces are being 
felt throughout the organization. First, 
as one might guess, came price increases 
in equipment and manufactured items 
used in construction. Next, with the 
activation of reserve units and resump- 
tion of the draft, some of the younger 
men of the Company were called into 
service or enlisted in the branch of 
their choice. During July and August 
the first ten men on the new Honor 
Roll joined the colors by enlistment or 
call. They are listed here in the order 
of the date of their military leave of 
absence: 

Robert D. Clark, groundman, construc’ 
tion, July 21. 

Jerrold K. Schleiger, draftsman, engineer: 
ing, Aug. 4. 

Lee G. Rising, draftsman, engineering, 
Aug. 5. 

Rolland M. Drake, switchman, Hastings, 
Aug. 7. 

E. E. Meese, 
Aug. 12. 

James E. Geist, switchman, 
Aug. 18. 

Edward J. Jungck, lineman, construction, 
Aug. 214 

Gilbert V. Royer, groundman, Nebraska 
City, Aug: 25. 

Donald H. Young, combinationman, Bea- 
trice, Aug. 25. 

Robert H. Olderog, groundman, con- 
struction, Aug. 26. 


_- 


draftsman, engineering, 


Hastings, 


lt Happened in Waco 
(From the YORK DAILY NEWS-TIMES, 
July 19, 1950) 

ITH a wild start, Mrs. Axie Bous- 

lough, telephone operator, leaped 
from bed at 2 o'clock this morning as 
the community fire alarm sounded. The 
frightening factor in the shrillness was 
the fact that the alarm never sounds 
unless Mrs. Bouslough operates the 
control herself. Rushing to the switch- 
board in the front room of her home 
on Main Street, Mrs. Bouslough noted 
that all was in order, but the warning 
noise continued. Soon Mayor Charles 
Flickenger, in his nightshirt, was in 
the office. The volunteer firemen re- 
ported for duty as well as the fire chief, 
Erwin Bulgrin. Soon the whole town 
was alerted. “Who told you to sound 
the alarm?” asked Mr. Bulgrin. “No 
one,” exclaimed Mrs. Bouslough meekly. 
Investigation revealed a short circuit. 


Family Picnic 
(Continued from page 7) 


kiddies who disappeared as if by magic 
when the first strains from the Merry- 
Go-Round band were heard. The folks 
who were not dragged away by the 
youngsters then settled down to an en- 
joyable session of Bingo. Carl Ahl and 
Ed Dulin operated the master card 
while Harold Brady kept the game pure 
and legal. 


The picnic plans were, as usual, nur- 
tured and guided by the master touch 
of Guy Seaton, personnel director, 
working with experienced chairmen, 
most of whom have assisted him in this 
endeavor for several years. The local 
Pioneer Chapter, charged with staging 
the picnic, was well represented in 
membership of all committees. 


Max Walker received his “baptism of 
fire” as he served for the first time as 
general chairman. “Frankly, I am still 
amazed at the multitude of individual 
tasks that go into such an undertaking,” 
he said, “. . all of the details seem to be 
related and must mesh with the duties 
of other committees. We had to work 
with added zeal this year because of the 


record crowd and every chairman, com: — 


mittee member and helper is entitled to 
an equal share of commendation in do- 


ing the job so well.” 


But the News takes upon itself the 
audacity of singling out the labors of 
the men of one sub-committee for an 
added bit of credit. They deserve all 
we can say in tribute to them. Theirs 
was the task of digging the barbecue 
pit, building and tending the fire and 
preparing the meat under the direction 
of Professor Charles Adams, meat spe- 
cialist of the College of Agriculture. 
Jack Cox and his crew dug the pit on 
Friday. He and Earl Moat kindled the 
fire at 11 o'clock that night. “A light 
rain was falling, if you remember, and 
all through the night they fought 
the rain and stoked the fire. At five, 
Saturday morning, the glowing embers 
were covered with sand, the meat ob- 
tained from the locker and laid upon it. 
Then the pit was roofed over and cov- 
ered with a mound of dirt. Earl went 
home and to bed, but Jack kept watch 
at the pit throughout the picnic day. 
He ended his 34-hour vigil when it was 
uncovered at the supper hour. 


Hale Studying Advanced 


Management at Harvard 
N ERLE M. Hale, general commer- 


cial superintendent, left for Boston 
the first part of this month to enroll 
in the Advanced Management Program 
of the Graduate School of Business Ad- 
ministration at Harvard University. 
Together with top flight executives 
from business organizations throughout 
the country, Mr. Hale will engage in 
a concentrated 13 weeks course of study 
of subjects relating to modern business 
management. 


Shelby Dial Operated 


T 10 A. M. on August 15, Shelby 
£\ became the Company's 67th dial 
exchange. Typical of the more recent 
conversions it was almost trouble free. 
Not so long ago the whims of Fortune 
had much to do in keeping service 
faults at a minimum following an ex- 
change cutover. Nowadays it is dif- 
ferent. Credit for the present happy 
state is due largely to the comprehensive 
coverage of the cutover procedure 
which is especially prepared for each 
project. The testing requirements, as 
outlined in the procedure, nip the in- 
cipient service faults in the bud by dis- 
closing their presence and source be- 
fore the new exchange is brought into 
‘service. 

Shelby’s Mayor William R. Young 
was the official guest at the cutover 
and placed the first long distance call 
through the new equipment to Merle 
M. Hale, general commercial superin- 
tendent at Lincoln. Mr. Young said he 
was confident that the people of his 
town would greet the new type service 
with enthusiasm. His prediction proved 
accurate, for the comments from Shelby 
subscribers in the first few weeks of 
dial service has been more than 
gratifying. 

The plant end of the exchange con- 
version was handled by Western Dis- 
trict forces. D. C. Wilson and Howard 
Lahr were in general charge with Floyd 
Crewdson, R. A. Francis, Joe Adamson, 
Ken Hultquist, Bert Klein, Elmer Moor- 
head, Bill Mouden and Chuck Salisbury 
lending a helping hand. George Keith, 
Perry Caldwell and Al Ager were in 
charge of the automatic installation. 

All five members of the manual 
operating force have decided to remain 
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in Shelby. Mayme Carroll, chief oper- 
ator, and Ica C. Westley are eligible 
for, and will receive, a service pension. 
Thrasella Kubicek, Grace Lux and Rose 
Halligan have terminated their employ- 
ment in order to continue residence 


in Shelby. 


New Associate Editor 


| ERE’S your new associate editor for 
the Lincoln Business Office. She is 
Ruth Younger, who takes over the 
editorial typewriter 
from Myrtle Hiner. 
Myrtle has been as- 
sociate editor for 
the office since 
April, 1949, and has 
done a fine job for 
which we wish to 
thank her sincere- 
ly. Her work in the 
directory depart- 
ment is such, how- 
ever, that when the closing date rolls 
around it is pretty hard to find time 
for news gathering and writing. Miss 
Younger’s first report appears in this 
month’s “Personalities” department. 


Ruth Younger 


We Get a Pat on the Back 
HE Lincoln Journal sent a reporter 
around one night last month to 
check a number of industrial plants 
and utility buildings to see what secur- 
ity precautions, if any, were being taken. 
At some places the reporter walked 
right in without challenge. At others 
the doors were locked or there were 
guards posted. The L. T. and T. Com- 
pany was cited for its well planned se- 
curity regulations. The reporter found 
the doors locked. Employees could get 
in only after identifying themselves 
over a telephone placed at the em: 
ployees’ entrance. 


Time-Savers on Long Distance 
ALLING long distance 1s one of the 
easiest things you can do now-a 
days, but it will be easier still if you 
place your calls in this manner: 

First, give the operator the name of 
the city and state you are calling. Next, 
provide her with the telephone number 
if you know it. And lastly, tell her 
what kind of call you wish to make— 
person-to-person or station-to-station. 
She'll always ask you for your number. 
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Speech Weaver Wanted 
ILMA DOLISTA of Bruno sent us 


this clipping of a want ad which ap- 
peared recently in a Louisville, Ken- 
tucky newspaper. With romantic ap- 
peal it started out with “Speech Weaver 
Wanted,” and then went on: 


“In this absorbing job you become a 
spinner of fate; you influence the lives 
and destinies of important people every- 
where. The order for ships and guns 
that must go through is at your finger 
tips... The hurried, nervous farewell] 
of a soldier to his girl must clear 
through you... The heart-tilting talk 
of a wounded boy, just come back, and 
his mother, depends on your skill as 
a weaver of speech.” 


You guessed it—a switchboard Op: 
erator was wanted. 


And speaking of ads, here’s another 
that appeared in an eastern newspaper 
not long ago: 


“Wanted: Alert, efficient household 
servant to run errands, order supplies, 
deliver messages to a large (and con- 
stantly growing) list of people. Other 
duties include standing guard for any 
emergency—ready to summon doctors. 
police or fire department. Must be fast 
as lightning, neat appearing, completely 
trustworthy anxious to serve 24 
hours a day, 365 days a year. No vaca- 
tions or time off. Will pay less than 
Ic an hour.” 


Apparently there was only one ap- 
plicant and he got the job. Who do 
you suppose it was? Yourre right. The 


telephone, 


A Word of Thanks 


From President Woods 
pent Thomas C. Woods has 


asked the News to extend his sin- 
cere appreciation for the many thought- 
ful expressions of sympathy and good 
wishes received from his L. T. and T. 
friends during his stay at Lincoln Gen- 
eral Hospital. Mr. Woods is recovering 
from a fracture sustained recently when 
he fell on the steps of the Capitol. We 
are happy to report that he js making 
splendid progress and is looking for- 
ward to returning home soon. 

Good reports also were received 
about W. L. “Billy” Hassler and E. i, 
McKenna of Lincoln who were taken 
to the hospital in mid-summer with 
heart attacks. Both are now home with 
orders to take it easy. Neither is sup- 


posed to have company for a while, 
however. 


The Swansons Are Glad 
Kay Came Along 


HE Hugo Swanson family of Oak- 

land are very glad that Kay Weber 
of the Accounting Department and 
three of her friends decided to take a 
vacation trip north this summer. The 
farm home of the Swansons was de- 
molished in a July tornado but their 
five children were saved because Kay 
and her friends came along at the right 
time. 


The girls left Lincoln in a new Stude- 


Kay Weber’s friends in the Accounting De- 
partment gave her an appropriate welcome 
back to work after her adventure. 
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baker bound for Minnesota, Michigan 
and Wisconsin but they didn’t even get 
out of the state. Storm clouds gathered 
as they neared Oakland and, becoming 
apprehensive, they decided to drive into 
a farm home for shelter. It was a good 
thing for them and the Swanson chil- 
dren that they did. Mr. and Mrs. 
Swanson were not at home and as the 
storm became violent the girls took the 
five children and sought shelter in a 
cave. The door of the cave soon was 
blown away and the air pressure was 
terrific as the twister passed over, Kay 
related. They were drenched with tor- 
rents of rain and “scared nearly to 
death” at the horrible howling and 
crashing of the storm. But all nine of 
them came through the ordeal without 
a scratch. The automobile didn’t fare 
so well though. It was a total wreck. 


The Swansons returned home soon 
after the storm had passed and thanked 
the girls over and over again for what 
they had done. “We've lost our home 
and nearly everything we had,” Mrs. 
Swanson told them, “but somehow it 
doesn’t seem too important as long as 
the children are all right.” 


Kay and her friends were driven to 
Oakland where they purchased some 
clothes and spent the night, returning 
to Lincoln the next day. Their vaca- 
tion trip was ruined but that doesn’t 
seem very important either when they 
think of what might have happened 
at the Swanson farm if they hadn’t 


been there. 


The girls pose in front of what was left of 
the new Studebaker they started out in. Left 
to right, Winifred DeVries, Kay Weber, Hazel 
Jenkins and the car’s owner, Gretchen 
DeVries. 


Transfers, Promotions 
and Title Changes 


Mary Ann McKay 
Teller 
Lincoln 


Laura J. Baker 
Teller 
Lincoln 


Commercial 


Laura J. Baker, A&L operator, Fairmont 
Traffic, to teller, Lincoln. 

Belva C. Curttright, clerk to cashier, Auburn. 

J. W. Dudgeon, commercial representative 
to service engineer, Hastings. 

Milie Forst, A&L operator, Traffic, to clerk, 
Lincoln. 

Carolee Grothaus, 
clerk, Hastings. 

Ruth A. Hall, clerk to advanced clerk, Lin- 
coln. 

W. C. Lant, solicitor-colléctor to commercial 
representative, Nebraska City. 

Waunda McDowell, teller to stenographer, 
Lincoln. 

Mary Ann McKay, clerk to teller, Lincoln. 

Plant 
L. C. Burch, groundman, Fairbury to Wilber. 


Robert D. Clark, groundman to lineman, 
Hastings Construction. 

R. M. Hromadka, lineman, Construction, to 
combinationman, Hastings. 

D. R. Joynt, groundman, Construction, to 
combinationman, Hastings. 

Edward J. Jungck, groundman to lineman, 
Lincoln Construction. 

W.R. Minich, tester, York, to combination- 
man, Geneva. 

Loris F. Pool, assistant cook, Cafeteria, to 
typist, Service, Lincoln. 

Magdalene Rauch, A€*L operator, Traffic, 
to service operator, Lincoln. 

G. L. Sinner, groundman, Geneva to Hast- 
Ings. 

B. B. Strayer, groundman, Fairbury to Wil- 
ber. 

Leland W. Ward, groundman to lineman, 
Lincoln Construction. 

R. E. White, groundman to lineman, Lin- 
coln Construction. 

Traffic 

Virginia A. Baker, evening chief operator, 
Fairmont, to A@L operator, Geneva. 

Elizabeth A. Capron, A€&?L operator to desk 
operator, Hastings. 

Patricia A. Harkins, A€&L operator to desk 
operator, Hastings. 

Arlene Higgins, A&’L operator, Lincoln, to 
clerk, General Traffic. 


stenographer, Plant, to 
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The following list of new employees is published as a gesture of friendly 
welcome and to help them get acquainted. We hope that they will enjoy their 
new occupation as well as the many fine associations that go with it. 


visor, Lincoln. 
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Lincoln. 


Name Position Exchange Date Employed 
Accounting 
Irene Beents scsi, Machine Operatovr.......................-- Fs a So) «er ee eee Ree Ree eoe ee nse August 1 
Genena R. Daehnke................. Machine Operatovr...................-.---- HEE ah 67 2 | bo RR Ne RRO ee CE ree uly 5 
Delores J. Fischev..................... Machine Operatovr...................-..0-. Bila 6, ¢] 5 7 See ee eee SREe oye OC ine July 7 
Irene M. Hermann................... Machine Operator......................... POO aie ee eee a June 20 
Lavauen. M. Brule, Machine Operatovr......................--- 1 iva | es 5) 0 RS RR oe nO Sic aa a August 1 
Irene L. Nickell..............00......... Machine Operatov......................... AUP b oC 2 9) | 2 Ree Oe me RC eon KI July 10 
Gwendolyn Phillips........00....... Machine Operator......................-.. TPA OI occ cistdelccsctranticinsytedusadnagousiskadsuune July 10 
Commercial 
Harold M. DeGraw................... Gest a ge Oto) Ll 00, <e) yee ee BIETE ¢ {2,21 \ : See ee ee Ae OE De Ee August 18 
Ann M. Herngren..................... Stenographe-...................2cccccceeeeeeees fc 2 8b) ee ne ne a ee ree July 17 
Maryann McKaj........................ Os og aR Re a LA PNC OU yo rioise cad coikerssacpectiniantsecantosoess July 11 
Engineering 
CS «ee Be oe eg 6 Ree eee ee oe WS p24 0 0 ae iB} 2 (le 1h 5 ene kere ee eee een ee August 21 
Renne Li: Ruse. a... c.cc..ccs teens AB bigs Big 5o) 60 £1 5 Cee NR AEE EL RS DATO oo nse, 2 su caucecusewecntuseestonnsene: August 23 
eS. Teg. INOUE oisisccceenentdnnccece Bg bi >) ¢ i 1 7 Oe DAN sistas cds vans eo odsaw des August 21 
Dy . PUG AL GS cocci DIV AE USI A sscivcv ieee cevedendmucss SD ENE sia. esc Saciczan eve drdcventocuees! August 17 - 
Plant 
Aliee B. CRYISTENSER...:i..c0:5 HE 0 og ~\- ene COE ep eee ee US B28 6h 12 ee August 22 
Wie, MONE sce gacdoorntamenencaneesehoens Groundman.......... epetehiccatnthehacateetsl | Wa a) bs Se ea ae OS area ner August 23 
|B ag (oj g's C22 ¢ bre ed Tord ad Dp. gl 2) a RP SEU ER i oh setpnecniiens cumsacdctoroice August 2 
Do PUG RTI Si sesencessseeacsicosnraed POUT oi sss on hese danse oeana IVEDPASIA) (UU Y visite ences estoce August 8 
j BPs |) ee 5 2 6 hy rls eee ee eee nee nai Cag aloha eb eg tt: aes aires cane aneeeOe BES TATIES <os0ls aise Moonee tong! July 12 
Ce Wee STW bcc. sccscctetersenivenss EP OED i ssiscecaerctcateccseann honda DATO ocessceseanaitencecnivtaskssesseedsoens August 21 
Frances L. Veeder.................... Service Operator...............00.......02. OF ba Vs. 6) | 7: eae eae SRE RO OMAR Seem August 14 
Oy Tn, WEOCHTOER 5 hcceiscensnsscerinn esis jh hel ebag tc? c Eats \ Snes een een ent en Hastings............... 3 os , aig 27 
A ae af 1b sch: oc eee ee PLAT OE niacin as cscs ve geadestvalciacannten TPO Gh acs paccepacsiertsenlasaene acne July 12 
Thelma R. Wisen........ seer SSrViCe OPELAVOR cin. ek DIONE nevis cath aetiacanet heptane August 14 
Traffic 
Helen J. Adam.......................... PX SOBEL AUOE schoo cinatecesedeecons denne LES by lei 64 bc A ee eee en eee ee August 21 
Shirley J. Bakev.......................- Bs Get Ty ONCTAatGt nnccsiceidcciecoeic ESCA siet, sels ssnchioniarcathiansantsanne ties August 21 
Kathryn E. Barnes.............-..... BAI G OLE ON scores cssesektsiensivmievisiene i i 5 (5./5) «ee epee ren ot aoe eR August 21 
Anita M. Brown.....................---- Pa COLAO os sacsnascresecnind GUawenes DPPC OEY oot tuoi nk ye delenit aie July 17 
Grail Wh. RP OW Mec iiccesccscesciviapsces A DET ACOT aces ees TROT 25 Sis ccs aty shiecacenssvnseoddtadons July 17 
June M. Burnham.................... Bi TRU O Frcs ticice soi echeccncondge te ics daw scerepeeacdens Lines ahiguphssitsicennenes us July 3 
Bertha M. Cerveny.................. Pi: GOV GOT ons edscsnentnsargnsenciabariness EE eee ie, July 18 
Eleanor M. Christensen.......... A Operator. cccicsccicscxs Sails ide putie tote ibaa PSA TEOGITA. ssid acdscns ven ayedp tacos August 28 
Beverly J. Coopev.................... Fi; QSL ALOE ica de ch cessiwtsgn nd Raeeeceween INGOT ASRS CIC oi ccsvsvecesieuetincadenrneice July 10 
Evelyn J. Dickinson................ 1s SOBCTACOT en Srssrniekia Mins LB ha 33 | | «ee ne ee cae ROE INE July 10 
Pesther Vie PUD becciscsscccecccectcxscces i Be 2-3 17< V8 | Geer ee ey Oe ee DSTA, cps ccqe sence sasaseccacidccssoctacns August 21 
Bonnie I. Fliowevr....................... PE & [0 ) fh 5 ae ee ne Or ee eee 5 bac 61 i See ae ORI RE Amo Oe TE July i0 
Verletta F. Gable...................... Pi, SDC scsi sss TSC 626 oncatuseadcassadenendncdaeoutacarssieas July 10 
Greta Ti. Gi Siiccccsciccccsvrscccsccscccess A Operator............... iy acta his hence EE es hid eslscsce hens uit nse dacheaksen? Sneak July 24 
Marilyn M. Gerdts................... Be Chi iain Some yevtesoreacpiarisadees WV BETO iivessssnacsnactensauccdeinaiindacarccckuntoass July 17 
Doris E. Graham...........-2.......0.. Pe Be. Ty MIP SE AUP yicskssciiinssceencedcivsccs a3 911 (2) ee a A Ree August 28 
Leta M. Greenwood ................. PLSSIstanit COOK. dcccsspccokenvensecwense BATON a ice paicacaccctgnigsgsatadanawotestesens August 7 
Shirley E. Greet............ sasuke gee, Med PTO COs ecricsdsasynciuls caebaceentenidennets PA VOG ITD sass cos sees siccieic chsshisteonesziives August 7 
Janet L. Haberman............. lle, FI ass ocncsasezacsseseeantadacnonces OO Rs satuiccsnancuteseccaceegdocoeudisusaseeeukeqeStaaien July 3 
Darlene M. Hahn...................... A Operatovr....... pnCtdis alain dsen Bes BOI sie oe ss nics de cues coponeredcaadoke July 31 
Darleen E. Hickey.................... A & L Operator............. INGDTASkS (CIty oo. cccscsesssicactszdeccenevcs July 20 
LaDonna M. Hoffschneider..A Operator.............000000000000000.000.2.22. oe 6 iy), RR eee CRORE ENE RE ORCS OPER OD AEaS August 14 
Violet R. Holloway.................. Fy ODOT AUT sane ccoecccsencseesesaresens tl iehies WRG Oo. vsececcininscediccnscienansiorerantss August 14 
Arlyce M. House................. Sccmudts MIRICTALON io cia cceeesnwnsedctesetees PMO 8 sscrcynnadntnecsweanenavinns August 28 
Ruby M. Humphrey................. BCDC A COT oases ressgerceeeersomsicssesiye Beatrice.........:- setvinsidtivernneny AUGUST 2S 
APNG: Ty TOISIO, csvcnestedcosevensrapeees A Be Ts MDOP AUT cca tcnsnsxens aida NO Miers deta red ve einatg nip srse Saisie cv asles ..... August 22 
Edythe L. Languis ..... .Chief Operator-Cashiev.............Bennet... Se ea neN Te August 1 
Mariam Ls, LAWS... cases cscs A & L Operator......... eekantieies Auburn sciseunanacsscecstouressonnds eUse 2 
Marian: Vs EsO 08 ii oiciccccs sccetenactunves A Operator.................. Dies vavedeecsj coda da ERCOON I ie decks ices dsecteaSacdevunicutseteiatien? MOLY SOL 
Marjorie A. Lovgren...... see A Operator................ sggeccsuusannoeis DPOF oo co case cnecvidecasstazesaeyen ine eein August 7 
Donna Bi LOW? vi sessiissvciscvevesesess PM, G1 51 =) G2 15 0) eR CTR), 4 @ ty! | Sane nA seen Cee ane ener e ae . August 28 
Margaret A. Malecha.............. $e TOE ACO So dieesssasias Sevcaratntventavecsssdes Joc: 1 Ay? | &, <a ee eae ances . August 28 
WATS bc MI DECR sek eecenecdcnacese, A Operator...............0......... ORO: As | id, eRe Ree AER SS APOE RCE TE August 28 
Miriam A. Owen..................... Pie CNT AE catenins Sarinsoevsockensadiees NEDYASK a? CIC senior cccedccenccerers July 10 
Elizabeth W. Pierson...... lee gs Bo Be Es COV ea br nx se nsiccscecasccces LEO MISO a scceetcsrcaeariracedvicvicsios July 1 
DelOr|s T.. PREC rccccccccevscasencoscccssd POP ACO coe x secant rncser sends coovecvasans of)! | Se Anne ea A ER nO August 14 
Arlene R. Richardson...... L Operator..... ’ ccktvnawcielLkCOun August 21 
Shirley A. Rockenbach.. A & L Operator. insincnconvee a a TCOlT August 14 
Werrh. Bic: FOG itisec co sc chccsvesusncsve BM: SPE cscs pandacacsnccsccevssvncndvcteens Superior.... August 21 
Jean Schafer....... “ebetesnislsussecsiesbitense >, OITA UOL oss olcwiaecoeys clccbscss cactus LL PLOCOMDL sds REO EAE ree Renee? July 24 
Wisda G. Schwisow................. Chief Operator-Cashier............. Daykin.............000.00000000.000............. August 18 
Bila de OLICNS oaiccasccssssecwesncnss | ee | ig Lo | oe Rae Lincoln.... sidiceisesSeadbin this Ties ataiscsl July 10 
Phyllis E. Shafer...................... Bi. COOGT EATON yas cr<canecscecestsassssesccnsceskunos BING 2s Sect Secsnmewpssxcetacecea seeds July 24 
Mildred M. Teel......................... A Operator................000002....0............Nebraska City.......... la. August 29 
Lorene J. Tesav.........................M4 Operator............... . ...Lincoln. puichalee essed August 28 
Christine Tillman....................A Operator............ OB Nader Ashland June 26 
Marguerite M. Walthers.......A Operator..................... ....LincolIn......... Scovveeseeetreesseeeee. August 28 
Winona M. Worthington.......L. Operator..... EAPC OM Shoe nccisccncisinathecakuisnces aly 19 
-Belva Peter, A operator, Hastings, to L Elaine Pfister, A operator, Hastings to 
operator, Lincoln. Lincoln. 
Theresa Peters, A@L operator to ASL super- Cecile Simons, A®&L operator, Hastings to 


Donna Mae Lockhart, Syracuse Traffic, 
and Donald Jacobsen were married June 16, 
at the Methodist Church in Syracuse. Mrs. 


Jacobsen has resigned. 


Joyce Blanton, Fairbury Traffic Depart- 
ment, and Curtis Lindersmith were married 
on June 18, at Wichita, Kansas. Mrs. Linder- 
smith will continue her work. 


The marriage of Hazel Rust of the Super- 
ior Traffic Department and Kenneth Stone 
of Mankato, Kansas was solemnized on June 
23, at the Methodist parsonage in Superior. 
The couple will reside in Superior. 


Dorothy Rabourn of the Hastings Busi- 
ness Office became the bride of Charles 
Whyrick of Hastings on June 25, in the 
Church of God in Hastings. Mrs. Whyrick is 


continuing her work. 


Ella Adkins, David City Traffic Depart- 
ment, and Kenneth Ferguson were united in 
marriage on July 8, at the First Christian 
Church parsonage in Omaha. Mrs. Ferguson 
will continue her work. | 


St. Paul Methodist Chapel in Lincoln was 
the scene of the July 9 wedding of Irene 
Dreeszen, operator at Lincoln, and Ernest 
Lowder. Mrs. Lowder is continuing her work. 


Arlene Zabel, Lincoln Traffic, and Art 
“Lynn” Higgins, Lincoln Construction, were 
married at the Grace Lutheran Church in 
Lincoln on July 22. Mrs. Higgins is con- 
tinuing her work. 


An August 3 event was the wedding of 
Rosalie Stewart, operator at Fairbury, and 
Claud Clary of the Humboldt Plant Depart- 
ment. The ceremony was performed at the 
Christian parsonage in Pawnee City. 


Marriage vows were spoken by Barbara 
Peterson, Beatrice Traffic Department, and 
Duane Walker on August 4, at the Metho- 
dist Church in Fairbury. Mrs. Walker will 


continue her work. 


Irene Novotny, Fairbury Traffic Depart- 
ment, became the bride of Paul James on 
August 4. Mrs. James will continue her work. 


Frances Harmon, Supervisor of Methods 
in the General Traffic Department, and 
Arthur L. Mortorff were united in marriage 
on August 11, at St. Paul Methodist Chapel 
in Lincoln. 


Idonna Landis, Fairbury Traffic Depart- 
ment, and Wilber Peters were married 
August 12, at the American Lutheran Church 
in Fairbury. Mrs. Peters will continue her 
work. 


The First Christian Church in Lincoln 
was the scene of the wedding of Carol Wil- 
liams, operator at Lincoln, and Rex Portsche. 
The ceremony was performed on August 14. 
Mrs. Portsche is continuing her work. 


The marriage of Alice France, Lincoln 
Traffic Department, and Floyd Haddox was 


solemnized at the Methodist Church in 
Syracuse on August 16. Mrs. Haddox will 


- 1 
continue her work. 


Rowena Allen, Nebraska City Traffic De- 
partment, and William Meredith were united 
in marriage on August 18, at Clay Center. 
Mrs. Meredith will continue her work. 


The marriage of Clarence Eitzmann and 
Olga Newhart of Deshler was performed on 
August 27, at Deshler. Mr. Eitzmann is a 
member of the Construction Department. 


Francis D. Nichelson of the Construction 
Department and Virginia Kadavy of Wahoo 


were united in marriage August 10 at the 
Weston Church. 


Lyle Reighard of the Construction Depart- 
ment and Betty Jenkins of Omaha, Nebraska 
were united in marriage on July 15, at the 
Second Presbyterian Church in Lincoln. The 
couple will reside in Lincoln. 


Marvin Pilfold of the Construction De- 
partment and Betty Jauck of Shelby, Nebras- 
ka, were united in marriage on July 17, at 
the United Brethren Church in Shelby. The 
couple will reside in Shelby. 


Paul Eisenbarth, Lincoln Service Depart- 
ment, and Shirley Jacobsen were united in 
marriage on August 13, at the home of the 
bride’s parents in Lincoln. The couple will 
reside in Lincoln. 


Ted Burr, City Farmer 


T. S. Burr, of Hastings, who put 
away his telephone tools on his re- 
tirement three years ago, has used 
that short interval of time to be- 
come a well informed and much 
respected city farmer. Recently 
the Hastings Tribune published an 
editorial featuring the 1950 vege- 
table garden of Mr. and Mrs. Burr 
and using this illustration of Ted, 
standing on top of a step ladder, 
surveying his five rows of yellow 
hybrid popcorn. 

It all started out as a hobby, but 
turned into a profitable adventure. 
Next door to the Burr home was a 
vacant lot which they have put 
under intensive cultivation. It con- 
tains a mixture of vegetables, farm 
crops and flowers. It is all quality 
merchandise. Mrs. Burr cans a 


large part of the harvest and the 


rest is sold to commercial firms. 

In his usual thorough fashion, 
Ted has studied, observed and 
sought advice in preparing for his 
plantings, and prefers to work with 
the new hybrid types of garden 
seed. He has a favorite radio com- 
mentator who broadcasts sage and 
valuable information for gardeners. 
Mr. Burr thinks that much of his 
horticultural success comes by fol- 
lowing the suggestions he obtains 
from this source. In late July, his 
onions were the size of softballs. 
They are a special type called 
“White Sweet Keepers.” They are 
mild in taste and will keep a long 
time without spoiling. Other prod- 
ucts of the Burr garden are cucum- 
bers, cantaloupes, sweet corn, toma- 
toes, beans, sweet potatoes and 
cabbage. 
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Photo Courtesy Hastings ‘Tribune. 
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Service Birthdays 
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Forty-Five Years 
C. E. Cummings, Lincoln. 


Forty-One Years 


Vernon Campbell, David City; J. A. 
Dobbs, Lincoln. 


Forty Years 
Laura E. Douty, Seward. 


Thirty-Six Years 
J. M. Hobson, Ernest Wedgwood, Lin- 
coln; Sophia M. Windels, Syracuse. 
Thirty-Four Years 
J. A. Mason, Hastings; W. H. Spurlock, 
Lincoln. 
Thirty-Three Years 
A. O. Andrews, R. J. Donaldson, J. L. 
Lyne, H. C. Smith, Lincoln; William A. 
Letellier, Nebraska City. 
Thirty-Two Years 
D. R. Smith, Lincoln. 


Thirty-One Years 
_ PF. PF. Kubat, H. L. Whitney, Superior; 
Hattie Marquardt, York. 
Thirty Years 


Carolina Iwohn, Clatonia; G. W. Jahn, 
H. F. Staley, Lincoln. 


Twenty-Nine Years 
Eva F. Davis, Weeping Water; L. H. 
Pierce, Lincoln. 


Twenty-Seven Years 
R. H. Gray, Weeping Water; Edith Matt- 
son, Stromsburg; W. M. Mouden, Osceola; 
W. C. Maxfield, H. M. Studier, Lincoln. 


Twenty-Six Years 
Lydia Kriegshauser, Seward. 

Twenty-Five Years 
Myrtle Hiner, Lincoln. 


Twenty-Four Years 
R. D. Andrews, M. C. Walker, G. O. 
Seaton, B. J. Sievers, Lincoln; Vey Warren, 
Beatrice. 
Twenty-Three Years 


G. E. Damon, Auburn; E. T. Dougherty, 
J. J. Eisenbarth, L. W. Neff, G. E. Walroth, 
Lincoln; R. J. Weis, Geneva. 

Twenty-I[wo Years 

Mayme Carroll, Shelby; R. J. Connors, 
W.R. Knee, Lincoln; C. E. Hedstrom, Hast- 
ings; Kathryn M. Owens, Nebraska City; 
Alex Pauley, York. 

Twenty-One Years 

V. B. Musselman, Ruth Straka, Marjorie 
Whiting, Lincoln; Floyd Nave, Fairbury; 
Dora Plessel, Seward. 


Nineteen Years 


Hotilda Eurich, Friend; Camilla E. Selzer, 
David City. 


Seventeen Years 


Ruth Rittenhouse, Hebron; D. W. Smith, 


Pawnee City; Clara Van Matre, Ashland. 


Fifteen Years 
A. L. Ager, Alvina Miller, Lincoln. 
Fourteen Years 
G. T. Henderson, Lincoln. 
Thirteen Years 
Beryl I. Leslie, Fairbury. 
Nine Years 


Clara Anderson, Polk; Mary Beaty, 
Wahoo; Lucile Buss, J. R. Shipp, Lincoln; 
Vera Sweetser, Fairbury. 


Eight Years 


Helen A. Adermann, Phyllis Most, 
Geneva; Knud Arngren, Ferne Burns, W. E. 
Hayes, M. E. Royce, R. A. Stall, D. W. 
Utterson, Lincoln; Wm. R. Behrns, Anna 
Sramek, Wahoo: G. E. Eggleston, Leta E. 
Holscher, Auburn; L. G. Hansen, York; 
Ethelyn Jones, Dorchester; G. Jeanne Lytton, 
Fairbury. 

Seven Years 


Arthur Balderson, Seward; Lillian Camp- 
bell, F. P. Condos, Arlene Higgins, Jean 
Vybiral, Eunice Zehr, Lincoln; Lulu T. 
Doher, Mary A. Robinson, Superior; Artis 
Gee, York; Hilda B. Ramsey, Tecumseh; 
Audrey Ransom, H. O. Wentink, Hastings; 
Ricka G. Schenk, Fairbury; Mary Tackett, 
Nebraska City; Alys E. White, Beatrice. 


Six Years 


Clara M. Chambers, Superior; Dorothy 
Darnold, Elaine Hawkins, Shirley Hess, Ivan 
Olson, Lincoln; L. J. Hanus, David City; 
Irene Jurgensmeier, Hastings; Hazel Neuge- 
bauer, Beatrice. 

Five Years 


Dorothy Agena, Tecumseh; Opal Allison, 
C. J. Novak, Wahoo; J. D. Behrns, O. B. 
Dill, David City; H. G. Cudaback, Doris A. 
Glock, A. L. Higgins, C. F. Hutchison, R. L. 
Martin, Carol I. Strohm, Lincoln; G. A. 
Fleck, Hastings; Duane Grove, Sutton; R. H. 
Kinnison, Nebraska City; Elizabeth Little, 


Fairmont; Dorothy Summers, Beatrice. 


For Sale 


Hand made bed spread with ap- 
pliqued pattern in continuous design. 
Also 1847 Rogers silver plate dinner 
ware, service for 8 in Ambassador pat- 
tern, with chest. 

Alvina R. Miller, accounting depart- 
ment, Lincoln. 1035 South 14th Street. 
Telephone 5-9023. 


Laura E. Douty 
Seward 
40 Years 


Cc. E. Cummings 
Lincoln 
45 Years 


————E - 
G. W. Jahn H. F. Siaiey 
Lincoln Lincoln 
30 Years 30 Years 


Alvina Miller 


Myrtle Hiner A. L. Ager : 
Lincoln Lincoln Lincoln 
25 Years 15 Years 15 Years 
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Eastern District 


Barbara Churchill, Associate Editor 
District Office 
Ed Piper will be. driving his new Plym- 
outh “Suburban” on his vacation. We will 
have more details on Ed’s vacation in the 
next edition. . . . Your editor traveled to 
California on her vacation. . Visiting 
at the J. A. McKinzie home recently was 
his son and family from Iowa. 


David City 
Vivian Dee, Correspondent 

The Traffic girls had a picnic supper 
at the David City park June 12. Swimming 
and outdoor sports provided the evening’s 
entertainment. . . . Leora Weyand has re- 
turned from her vacation spent with home 
folks at Bellwood. Vern Campbell 
returned from his expedition to the Minne- 
sota Lakes. Aside from cool weather, rain, 
and the fish not biting, he had a “won- 
derful” time. . . . A miscellaneous shower 
was held at the Rose Room in honor of 
Ella Adkins who was recently married. 
Best wishes, Ella!! Shirley Brogan 
enjoyed her vacation visiting relatives at 
Kearney, Gibbons, and Humboldt. 
Lucile Helgoth returned from tripping 
around Colorado Springs and Denver. ... 
Harvey Armagost and family enjoyed three 
weeks vacationing in California. ... O. B. 
Dill is passing his time doing “what comes 
natural,” nothing in particular was planned 
so he said. . The operators were sur- 
prised the other day when they were given 
new headsets. Along with some adjusting 
and revamping, they are all in service and 
the girls like them very much. . A fare- 
well party was given Leola Horacek at 
the Cornell home in east David City. The 
main course of the “lunch” was sweet corn 
with all the trimmings. A gift was pre- 
sented the honored guest. After an evening 
“full of corn’ and pleasure, we all left 
wondering just how many would be able 
te report for work the next morning. 


Nebraska City Area 

Nellie Burbee and Iona Pieper, Correspondents 

We're still taking vacations, Violet 
Peterson, Jeanne Vest, Betty Johnson, and 
Margaret Wademan, in July. Cleora 
Robbins spent her weekend in St. Joe and 
came back wearing a diamond. Congratu- 
lations, ‘Cle.” Betty Dishong and 
baby son were visitors in July. . .. Lor- 
raine Steckley and family made a trip to 


We’ve had 


the Black Hills recently. ... 
the pleasant odor of paint around here 
the last three days. The office is getting re- 
decorated. Looks pretty nice, new drapes 


and blinds, too. ... A picnic was held at 
Mrs. Placek’s home in honor of Lillian 
Bader’s birthday which was the Fourth 
of July. She was also given a_ hankie 
shower by the Traffic Department. Other 
birthdays were Rose Denson, Mary Watkins, 
and Dorothy Waters. Lillian Bader 
attended a Pioneer’s meeting July 14 in 
Lincoln. .. . Ethyl Armstrong accompanied 
her son and family back to Seattle, Washing- 
ton for her vacation. . . . Doris Vest and 
Violet Peterson entertained at a_ bridal 
shower for Mrs. Charles McCord, July 21. 
Several of the girls attended. ... Lillian 
Bader spent two weeks of her vacation 
visiting her brother in Decatur, Illinois. .. . 
Bonnie Biggs is spending her vacation in 
Denver and Mary Tackett at home. . 
Doris Hartley went to Roswell, New Mexico 
and Houston, Texas. ... We all extend our 
sympathy to Willa Gump. Her brother 
passed away in San Diego, California. Willa 
and her mother went to San Diego. . 
Congratulations to Rowena Allen who be- 
came Mrs. Bill Meredith, August 18... 
Several employees attended the Sidney 
Rodeo and enjoyed it very much. 
Elaine Garrens and Lois Seybert came in 
to help us out while Willa Gump went to 
California and Doris Hartley on her va- 
cation. . . . Barbara Johanns was ill for 
several days but is back with us again. 
Cleora Robbins made a hurried trip 
to St. Joe to see her boy friend before he 
left for service. ... Billie Lant is finishing 
his vacation, the last two weeks. ... Lillian 
Bader and Ethyl Armstrong went to Lincoln 
the 17th and on to Ashland where they 
visited the Ashland telephone office. 
We see Deroy Helfer is back on the job 
again. . . . We heard that Betty Haith, 
a former operator, is married. . . . Elmer 
Neujahr spent part of his vacation enter- 
taining company from Washington and spent 
several days visiting in Minnesota. 
Iona Pieper and husband spent the first 
week of their vacation seeing the sights 
of the Ozarks. The last week was spent 
sitting on the creek banks getting a good 
sun tan and trying to catch some fish. ... 
Mavis Eisenhauer took her vacation and we 
think most of it was spent on the farm.... 
Bertha Royal is on her vacation. More 
details on her vacation in the next edition. 
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Platitsmouth Area 
Thelma Tritsch, Correspondent 


Bob Humiston and family returned after 
a most pleasant vacation spent in Mont- 
gomery, Alabama with Capt. Gobb and 
family. Together they went to Florida and 
did some fishing, swimming. etc. Bob tells 
us of some of the new food he ate while 
there. Anybody ever hear of “hush pup- 
pies’’??? Thelma ‘Tritsch spent her 
vacation with her brother in their summer 
home on Long Island. She, with her family, 
spent several wonderful days and nights 
taking in all the points of interest, in- 
cluding hitting some of the night spots, 
sleeping on the boat (with a hurricane not 
far off the coast) and many other exciting 
experiences. Thelma came home with a 
sunburn, sorry to say, trying to get a quick 
tan. . . . Rose Janda returned from her 
three weeks vacation. She spent some time 
in Omaha visiting relatives and the re- 
mainder at home doing some canning for 
those long winter months ahead. .. . Betty 
Jacobsen returned to work after a vacation 
trip to Portland, Oregon. She visited her 
sister and reports a wonderful time but 
two weeks is just not enough time with so 
much to see and do... . Shirley Appling 
went to Denver, Colorado to visit an uncle. 
When we asked her where she had gone she 
couldn’t remember. Guess it’s time for 
another one, Shirley?? 


Seward Area 


Helen Norwood, Correspondent 


Vacationers at the time of this news 
are Marjorie Hinze, who spent her vacation 
in Omaha and Stromsburg. . Eleanore 
Schutz is spending her vacation at Elwood, 
Nebraska, visiting her folks. . . . Laura 
Douty spent two weeks vacation visiting 
at Colorado Springs, Colorado with her 
relatives. “Baldy” Balderson did 
some fishing near Fremont and visited his 
brother at Minatare. ... Chuck Kermoade 
spent his vacation at Auburn and in Minne- 
sota visiting one of his army buddies. 

. Due to war rumors, Weldon Duer 
has put up his vacation a month ahead 
so he can take the final step (getting 
hitched. ) . George Miers spent a most 
delightful vacation. As it was, he was sup- 
posed to have a lunch stand down at the 
park on July 4. He got the stand up, but 
to no avail, poor ole Georgie got rained 
out. By the way, he still has plenty of old 
hamburgers left. Want to buy some cheap? 


ee 


. Pauline Hafemeister spent her week 
vacation at home entertaining her grand- 
children who were visiting her. . . . During 
the recent floods, George Miers received 
the rank as Admiral and Gerry Shipley 
got his old rank back as midshipman. 
They practically had to be in the Navy in 
order to get around in their boats to fix 
all the poles and lines. Along with the rest 
of the Plant boys, they all did a wonderful 
job. . . . Bernice Mueller attended the 
“Chocolate Soldier” at the Pinewood Bowl in 
Lincoln. . . . Recently, Lydia Kriegshauser 
had a through connection in our Office. 

fter the usual amount of time, she couldn’t 
hear a word, so she said, “Are you wait- 
ing?” Then immediately a voice yelled, 
“Don’t cut me off!!” After the time again, 
she cut in. Not hearing a word she said, 
‘Are you waiting?” Then a voice yells out 
real loud, ‘Don’t get rambunctious oper- 
ator!!”” So poor Lydia gave up... . Andy 
Holt from David City dropped in for a 
visit recently. 


Wahoo Area 
Mae Meduna, Correspondent 


It has been several issues since Wahoo 
sent in any news items and “yours truly” 
very definitely heard about it, so this 
month’s news had better be good... . Of 
course vacations are still in the lime light 
for most, but a few of our operators were 
fortunate enough to combine theirs with 
honeymoons. On June 3, Lujean Nichelson 
(better known to us as Weideman) and 
accompanied by her newly acquired hus- 
band, spent vacation and honeymoon in 
Colorado. . . . Emily Novak, who became 
Mrs. Dennis Jansa June 24, spent her 
vacation and honeymoon in Minnesota sish- 
ing and brought back some fish pictures to 
verify it. July vacationers from the 
Traffic Department were Ruth Anderson, 
Opal Allison, and Inez Olsen. Seems that 
Ruth just enjoyed resting at home while 
Opal and her daughter, Mona Rae, visited 
friends in the western part of the state. Inez 
Olsen, Dewey, and John Lee drove their 
practically new Fleet line Chevrolet to Colo- 
rado Springs. -The month of August 
ends with another wedding and vacation. 
Leona Yarmon Larson ieft August 27 right 
after the “I Do’s” for the Ozarks. (No de- 
tails at this writing.) ... Mary Beaty, our 
assistant C. O. left August 24 for Wash- 
ington, D. C. via automobile and expects 
to be gone until September 11. She had 
already spent one week previously in Den- 
ver. Some people have all the good luck. 

. The Dorland family spent one week of 
August in Rock Island, Illinois, with their 
son Edward, wife end new grand daughter, 
Diane Marie. They also visited his daughter 
Mary who had an emergency operation for 
appendicitis. . . . Mr. and Mrs. William 
Behrens spent two weeks fishing in and 
near Bozeman, Montana but no fish, so 
Bill said. Melvin Sorenson also en- 
joyed his vacation of ten days in August 
but we don’t believe he was too far away 
—for reasons—but we won't tell Melvin, 


General Offices and 
Central District 


Accounting Department 


Gloria Zier, Associate Editor 


Vacations are still in full swing at this 
time. ... Harold Brady is doing some house 
painting on his vacation. .. . Martha Diet- 
rich traveled to Denver, Colo. We are told 
Martha and a girl friend blew out the 
fuses twice at the hotel in which they were 
staying. They were using a shorted iron. 

Shirley Bauer visited in Estes Park. 
Carl Ahl enjoyed the fresh air and 
sunshine on a farm. The Bosharts 
spent a week in several parts of Colorado 
and one week at their cabin in South Bend. 

. Bob Bowers spent his vacation at home 
just taking it easy. . . . Dewey Nelson and 
wife vacationed in old Mexico. They 
traveled as far as San Antonio by car and 
from there on by train. They took in a 
number, of sight seeing tours as well as a 
cock and bull fight. Dewey brought back 
a number of beautiful hand tooled leather 
pieces and other articles. . .. Dona Flory 
went to her home in Shickley. . . . Geraldine 
Wart is spending her vacation in North 
Loup and York. . . . Ferne Burns visited 
at Wichita, Kans. . .. Adeline Carlson took 
in the sights of New York. She stopped at 
New York City, Niagara Falls and Wash- 
ington, D. C. ... Joyce Grabowski visited 
friends in South Dakota. ... Jean Jensen 
drove to Springfield, Ohio with her brother 
and roommate. . . . Virginia Kuchera, Lilly 
Malecek, Belva Viox, Jean Walker, Lydia 
Holloway, Pat Deinert and Anita Jensen 
all stayed at home and rested. . . .Helen 
Pickard spent her vacation cleaning and 
moving into a new house. Eleanor 
Wunch visited her sister in St Louis Mo. 

. Arlene Yost traveled to Kansas City, 


WHERE’S NEFF? .. 
hard to find was running true to form at the 


- The man who plays 


Employees’ Picnic. As building custodian, 
Lyman Neff holds the undisputed champion- 
ship for having important business in the 
most numerous places. The disconsolate and 
supperless lady in the picture is Mrs. Neff. 
She holds the hat of her missing husband; 
mute evidence that she had located him at 
least once during the course of the afternoon. 


Mo., Tulsa, Okla., Hot Springs, Ark., and 
Huston, Galveston and Smithville, Tex. .. . 
Beverly Lessman visited relatives at Lowry 
Field in Colorado. . . . Geraldine Lorenzen 
took in a rodeo at Sidney, Iowa. 

Lois Stivers visited at Ulysses, Nebr... . 
Grace Hauschild reported having a very nice 
time visiting relatives and friends in Cali- 
fornia. . . . Johnny Backstrom and family 
end Maurice Franklin and his wife planned 
a trip together visiting relatives and 
friends in Illinois and Wisconsin. ... Kay 
Weber was one of our unfortunate vaca- 
tioners as most of you know by now. She 
and her friends were hit by a tornado which 
completely demolished their car and only 
means of transportation. The girls gave up 
their trip and visited a few days at the 
homes of each other instead. . . . Yours 
truly spent a wonderful week at Rockaway 
Beach in the Hills of Missouri. ... The 11th 
Annual Golf Tournament of the Telephone 
employees turned out to be quite a suc- 
cess. It was held Sunday, August 20th, at 
the Pioneer Golf Club. Bob Bowers and 
Dewey Nelson, Secretary of the Associa- 
tion were two of the lucky winners. .. . 
Mr. Bush is a new grandfather again. A son 
was born to his daughter in California, on 
August 16th. 


Commercial Department 


General Commercial Office 
Ruth Clark, Associate Editor 


The Annual Family picnic was, as usual, 
very much enjoyed by members of our de- 
partment. Serving on various committees to 
help make the picnic a success were Mr. 
Walroth, Kathryn Portsche, Joe Hartley and 
Ruth Clark. ... The “You All” and other 
evidence of a southern drawl that you may 
have noticed while talking to Mr. Gorman 
lately, can be explained by the three weeks 
be spent touring the deep south, including 
Arkansas, Louisiana, Texas and Missisippi. 

. It seems that Joan Moorberg is always 
either returning from or leaving on a vaca- 
tion. After spending a glorious week in July 
in Colorado and points West, she is now 
leaving for a week in Chicago and points 
East. Speaking of Joan, she is mighty proud 
of her two new nephews, Dennis and Gary. 

. Bernice Peckler has been keeping the 

ae between Lincoln and McCook hot on 
the weekends, since her husband Bob has 
been working there this summer. She has 
also been busy getting settled in her new 
apartment. ... Ann Herngren and her hus- 
band are anxiously watching each new de- 
velopment on the new house they are having 
built. . . . Joe Hartley took two weeks of 
his vacation and spent it at home in the role 
of a cement worker. To his surprise, he 
found he was very adept at laying stepping 
stones. He was enjoying his work so much 
that Mrs. Hartley finally had to tell him 
that seven times around the house was 
quite sufficient for stepping stones. 
Mr. Lawson is sporting a brand new Pontiac 
sedan. ... Mr. Hale and his son Bob 
enjoyed a week in Biloxi, Mississippi, on 
the Gulf of Mexico. 


Lincoln Business Office 
Ruth Younger, Associate Editor 


Summer is a popular time for vacations 
and the cool weather hasn’t hampered any- 
one’s vacation plans. Ruth Boots and her 
family vacationed in Minnesota. Everyone 
envies your deep tan, Ruth. Howard 
Spahnle and family spent their vacation in 
Minneapolis and St. Paul. L. P. Schlentz 
and his wife vacationed in South Dakota. 
Ruth Halli and her mother went to Excelsior 
Springs, Missouri for a week. Waunda Mc- 
Dowell spent most of her vacation in 
Riverton, Nebraska, her home town. Ever- 
smiling Myrtle Hiner spent her vacation 
at home catching up on lost sleep. Viola 
Fischer and her husband vacationed in 
Denver and Colorado Springs, Colorado. 
. . . Everyone enjoyed the company picnic! 
George Ramsey’s small daughter was sob- 
bing her heart out after the penny scramble. 
What’s the matter, George, do you need 
some extra cash for your piggy bank? The 
so-called hardboiled eggs in the egg-throw- 
ing contest were very fresh and broke at 
the slightest touch. Too bad they weren’t 
larger so that they could have splattered 
the contestants more. ... A few of the 
girls had a farewell party for Jeanne Stava. 
It’s rumored they had a wonderful time 
and enjoyed drinking Tru-Treat all eve- 
ning. ... We almost lost two of our young 
ladies when they became interested in the 
W.A.F.S. and were ready to go to Omaha 
for their exams, but their parents had 
other ideas. .. . The thin man, Bill Quinn, 


returned from National Guard Camp minus 
a few pounds. 


Construction Department 
Shirley Hess, Associate Editor 


The Army, Navy and Marines have taken 
over as far as the Construction Department 
is concerned. Nine men have left or will 
be leaving soon for military service. At 
the rate they are going we wonder if we’ll 
have any Construction Department left in 
a month or so. We wish all of these boys 
the best of luck and hope they will keep us 
informed of their whereabouts and activi- 
ties. . . . Vacationers have been many but 
we have few stories to relate. “Dagwood” 
Hibbert and Herman Studier both tried out 
the fishing in Minnesota. Herman reported 
it wasn’t too good. Claude Bond and 
family are vacationing in Colorado. Just 
to be different “Babe’”’ Combs used his va- 
cation to get his house painted. ‘Swede’ 
Foster and family made a real trip out of 
it—visiting the Black Hills, Yellowstone, 
Salt Lake City and back home through 
Estes Park. A number of our boys 
combined their vacations with honeymoons 
—Miarvin Pilfold, Lyle Reighard, Clarence 
Eitzmann, Leland Ward and John Mohr. 
Congratulations boys! . Bob Thompson 
spent the weekend of the 18th in Denver 
renewing acquaintances with Marine bud- 
dies at a convention of the Ist and 3rd 
Marine Division. ...Ed Smith and Johnnie 


Witmer spent Labor Day weekend in Minne- 
sota. . . . Joy and Mrs. Dobbs took ad- 
vantage of the 3 day weekend and drove 
to Bartelsville, Oklahoma to visit their son, 
Sterling, and family. . .. (Editor’s Note: 
We were very sorry to learn of the death 
August 9 of Richard Hess, brother of your 
Associate Editor. On behalf of the News 
we extend sincere sympathy to Miss Hess 
and her family.) 


Engineering Department 
Frances Koontz, Associate Editor 


Vacations are going strong—Bud Eden 
spent a week at Yellowstone Park and then 
attended the Photographer’s Convention 
in Chicago. . . . Bob Wohlberg and Buck 
Isaman relaxed in Estes Park. . . . Mr. 
Cane toured the Northwest and Canada 
and is feeling lucky to be alive after driving 
late one night over a very narrow and 
winding road, then finding out the next 
day he was going along the side of a river 
straight down about 1,000 feet. Something 
even the natives are afraid to do. ... Roy 
Carlson tried his fishing luck in Minnesota. 

. Roger Ghormley visited his home 

town in Hutchison, Kansas. While there he 
learned how to milk a cow, which has 
been one of his lifelong ambitions. 
Ed Brehm took in the sights of Denver 
and Ken Versaw and Vic Musselman vaca- 
tioned at home. ... Marie and Loren Jack- 
son are now settled in their new home. 


Lincoln Service Department 
Dorothy Miller, Associate Editor 


Vacationers in the Service Department 
these past two months have been many and 
their destinations varied. . . . Paul Rade- 
baugh visited relatives at Beatrice and 
Liberty, Nebraska, and also in Kansas. ... 
Ray Clinton and family are making an ex- 
tensive tour of Colorado, New Mexico, 
Arizona and Texas. We feel that Ray will 
undoubtedly bring back to the winter square 
dance circles new innovations of that special 
Terpsichorean art combining variations of 
cowboy, miners, and Navajo Indian styles. 

Other Colorado vacationers included 
George Albury, Dick Bauer, Frank Norton, 
Ivan Paddock and A. K. Robison. 
Helen Gill and her husband went to Eastern 
Ohio to visit relatives and on down into 
Maryland, stopping briefly in Washington, 
D. C. She reports that the scenery in the 
eastern states is also very beautiful. On 
the return trip they stopped in Cleveland 
and took some pictures of Lake Erie and 
the big boats bringing in loads of new 
cars to be shipped all over the country. ... 
Oliver Hoffman and his family went to 
California to visit relatives and he says 
they had a fine trip. . Dell Gilmore 
spent a few days at Lake Okoboji in Iowa, 
but as usual the weather was cold so most 


of the time was spent in Lincoln. ... As 
John Fischer is quite a fisher, he spent his 
vacation fishing in Wisconsin. . . . Don 


Gilmore spent two weeks in California with 
the Naval Air Reserves. ...E. W. Drewel 
went on a two weeks cruise with the Marine 
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Reserves. ... R. E. Chamberlain fished in 
Minnesota. . . . Also fishing were Leston 
Livingston, Bedric Wanek, Byron Pattison 
and families who fished in Canada. They 
stayed in a cabin out on the islands and 
reported fishing fair. Leston and family 
stayed only one week and spent the rest of 
his vacation resting at home. It seems <o 
us that Bedric and Byron stayed in Canada 
and went shopping with their wives. How 
about it boys, did you have a good time 
shopping? ... Mr. and Mrs. Bob Swanson 
went to Milwaukee and Chicago to visit 
relatives. . . . Ed Dulin traveled to Black 
Hills and Colorado, visiting Estes Park and 
Boulder Dam. Of course Ed had to get 
some fishing in before he could come back 
to work for another year. ... Carl Keester 
visited his son in Fort Knox, Kentucky... . 
Magdalene Heser spent a week at Yellow- 
stone National Park and another resting at 
home. Rixte Saathoff went to New 
Castle, Wyoming and visited Mr. and Mrs. 
George Woodsworth. Mrs. Woodsworth was 
the former Velma Waters, Lincoln service 
operator. She is now an operator in New 
Castle. Rixte also visited the Black Hills, 
mainly Mount Rushmore. . .. Mae Regler 
divided her time between Beatrice and 
home. . . . Paul Eisenbarth combined his 
vacation with a honeymoon. F. E. 
Strauss spent an enjoyable vacation touring 
through Wyoming, Idaho, Seattle, Washing- 
ton and Colorado. ... J. D. Lewis visited 
the Black Hills. ...W. C. Baker visited in 
Springfield, Mass. R. C. Hawkins 
covered 5,004 miles on his vacation which 
included Denver, Salt Lake City and Cata- 
lina Island. He swam in the Salt Lake 
while in Salt Lake City. . .. Don Smith 
and his wife accompanied Don’s brother on 
an enjoyable fishing trip to Canada... . 
Elvin Wait divided his time between Cleve- 
land and home, trying to get his house 
painted. ... Three of our men, Ivan Doran, 
Ralph Connors and H. S. Knudson turned 
farmers for a few weeks and helped in 
various places with harvesting. Ralph claims 
that he was the only one that could operate 
the combine without breaking any parts. 
Were you a success, Ralph? ... At home 
vacationers included Charles Peachman who 
painted the trim on his house, John Louden- 
back who remodeled his house and M. H. 
Metcalf who worked on his new garage 
and playroom for his son and daughter. ... 
Relaxing at home was Hugo Staley, Harry 
Palmquist, Jim Smith, W. H. Webster 
and Jake Schneider. Dick Tejcka stayed 
home, but against his will. He said he 
was waiting for it to quit raining so he 
could go someplace. . .. Earl Lawson 
listened to the baseball games and went to 
several Lincoln Athletic games. He reports 
that most of his time was spent in visiting 
with his father-in-law who was ill. We 
wish to express our sympathy to Mr. Law- 
son and his wife on the death of Mrs. 
Lawson’s father. R. H. Zimmerman 
played as much ball as he could. ... J. R. 
Shipp helped take care of his daughter who 
had the mumps. Just so it wasn’t he that 
had them. ... Roy Mills spent his vaca- 
tion at home fishing and playing golf. 
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Congratulations Roy on being the L. T. & 
T. golf champ. This year he gets the Asso- 
ciation cup all to himself, instead of sharing 
it as he has been doing. ... Slipping out 
on vacation without reporting their plans 
were Claude Helm, Russ White, Jerry 
Miller, Vaughn Baum, L. R. Rhoades, Art 
Albers, J. T. May, J. Albrandt, F. E. 
Smith, Rex Winders, Roy Brendle and 
Lloyd Jenkins. . . . Work in the switchroom 
is still going on, but as most of the space 
is filled up, there just isn’t room for more 
equipment. Anyone having a small portable 
desk that you could carry under your arm 
or in your pocket might contact Hugo 
Staley, as he is having trouble finding a 
place to set his desk. . . . Mike Guthrie is 
just about the happiest switchman around 
these days, he has been driving a nice new 
truck, which he says is a pleasure... . 
Warren Shuck is the proud owner of a new 
car which he plans to break in on his vaca- 
tion very soon. ... We are sorry to have 
Elmer Dougherty home with a sprained 
knee. Hope to see you back real soon, 
Elmer. 


Supply Department 
Florence Tatman, Associate Editor 


Most of our recent vacationers have gone 
west but a few managed to head east. 
Phil Garvey visited in Connecticut and 
other New England states. Wayne: Robin- 
ette saw the sights in and around Akron, 
Ohio incidental to acting as best man at 
a wedding. We hear that John Moore is 
visiting in New Jersey. . . . The wonders 
of Yellowstone and Teton National Parks 
fascinated Lowell Johnson and his family; 
also the Rollie Winders family. Rollie also 
visited his brother in Scottsbluff. A trip 
through most of the state of California was 
enjoyed by the M. E. Royce’s. . . . From 
all indications a good deal of L. T. & T. 
employees’ pay was spent in Colorado these 
past few weeks. Kent Eno reports that 
Colorado is mighty scenic, but not as bene- 
ficial to his hay fever as he has found 
Minnesota to be. Bill Knee was in Colo- 
rado and he and Kent met by chance while 
enjoying the sights near Estes Park. Sammy 
Lawrence returned to Steamboat Springs 
again this year for some more mountain 
climbing and a visit with relatives. Weldon 
Maxfield busied himself rebuilding his 
cabin; near Sphinx, Colorado; which was 
destroyed by fire last spring. Frank M. 
Condos and his pal built themselves a sleep- 
ing trailer last spring and made good use 
of it camping in the Colorado mountains 
for a week. Russ Rauch took the second 
week of his vacation for a mountain trip. 
While in Colorado Springs he visited with 
Ray Overcash, who worked in the Supply 
Department several years ago. Ray is now 
dispatcher for the Telephone Company in 
Colorado Springs. Russell did not get to 
see Bob Waller, a former Service Depart- 
ment employee who is also in telephone 
work in Colorado Springs. ... H. A. Ehrlich 
negotiated for a house the first part of his 
vacation, then drove to southern Minnesota. 
Dick Eno and his bride honeymooned in 


northern Minnesota. Axel Berglund used up 
one week vacation as “nursemaid” to his 
new lawn. From all reports the results 
obtained were well worth the painstaking 
labor. Another working vacationist was 
Don Nelson who worked at interior re- 
modeling of his home. The Irving Schnei- 
ders enjoyed their leisure on a ranch in 
Wyoming. Charlie Connors, at the invita- 
tion of Uncle Sam, “cruised” on land for 
a two weeks training period at the Naval 
Training Station, Great Lakes, Illinois. He 
was much thrilled with his opportunity for 
recreational activity. He saw an American 
League ball game between Cleveland and 


the White Sox; also a professional football 
game between the College All Stars and 
the Philadelphia Eagles. Knowing of 
Charles’ enthusiasm for ball games we can 
well imagine how much he would have 
enjoyed these games. . .. Pat Igou vaca- 
tioned at home and Delores Oberg was at 
home on the farm. . .. Serving pie, foot 
long hot dogs, coffee, etc. at a Church 
booth at the State Fair was every bit as 
much work as yours truly had expected, 
but enjoyable nevertheless. ... Frank P. 
Condos was hospitalized for surgery shortly 
before his vacation was to have started, 
necessitating changed plans. ... Max Elliott, 


Bumper Turnout At Annual Golf Meet 


“1 TADMAN” NELSEN they call 


him. But he certainly knows how 
to put over a golf tournament. 


That was the talk among the 24 
competitors at the 1950 golfing go 
about the Association secretary, Dewey 
Nelsen. And to show they meant it 
they elected him to the same job next 
year. Ade Newens of Plattsmouth was 
elected president and John McKinzie 
vice-president. The combination medal- 
handicap meet was held at Pioneers 
club at Lincoln on August 20. 


Dewey devoted a lot of time and 
thought to the tournament and the re- 
sult was evident in the largest turnout 
in several years as well as the precision 
with which the many details of the 
meet were managed. The “Madman” 
monicker was tacked on Mr. Nelsen by 
writers of tournament bulletins when 
he announced that $1.00 green fees and 
a multitude of prizes would all go for 
the price of only 75 cents. We don't 
know just how he did it but knowing 
the Secretary as we do we would ven- 
ture the guess that he came out all right. 


Roy Mills, the perennial~“man to 
beat,” won undisputed title to the 
Association cup with a medal score of 
81. For the past three tournaments 
Mills has been co-champ with George 
Walroth, Ed Dorland and John Mc- 
Kinzie, respectively. As further proof 
that he isn’t such a madman, Dewey 
Nelsen annexed the handicap prize with 
a net 69. Winding up in the “place” 
and “show” departments in medal scor- 
ing were Frank Kubat with 84 and Ed 
Dorland with 86. 


You can believe it or not, but 22 
prizes, ranging from golf tees to snappy 
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Champ Roy Mills, left, receives the Asso- 
Ciation trophy from Secretary Dewey Nelsen. 
Sorry, but we didn’t get a picture at the tee 
off, fellers. Something “hoppen.” 


sport shirts, were passed out to winners 
of various events. This, we’re sure, sets 
an all time record in this department 
and didn’t make many people unhappy 
—because there weren't many who 
didn’t win something. 

Muscle boys on the long drive holes 
were Charles Crew, Ed Dorland, Boyd 
Wedgwood and Ade Newens. Closest 
to pin specialists were Boyd Wedgwood, 
Lloyd Cleveland, Ed Dorland, Frank 
Hendrix, Charles Crew, Don Rutledge 
and Frank Kubat. The high medal prize 
went to Dick Hobson and Dick Fischer 
won the high handicap honor. Most 4's, 
5°s, 6's, 7°s, etc., were chalked up by 
Roy Mills, Ot Gorman, Ade Newens, 
Tom Risser and Bob Bowers, while Les 
Livingston came in with the most con- 
sistent nine hole score. Merle Hale 
copped the distinction of having the 
most inconsistent nine. 

The day’s activities were wound up 
with a dinner and business meeting at 


Lone Oak. 


a former Postal messenger and Shopman, 
visited us recently. He is now doing Boy 
Scout leadership work and is stationed in 
Minnesota. School work is now the 
worry of part time employees Lee Adams 
and Frank M. Condos, who are attending 
the University of Nebraska; and Don 
Hessler, attending Milford Trade School. 
. . . Irving Schneider has recently changed 
from part time work to full time employ- 
ment and will complete his Business Col- 
lege course at night school. . . . Dick Eno 
has changed temporarily from part time 
work to full time work and will be con- 
tinuing some University work through the 
Extension Division. 


Traffic Department 
General Traffic & Cafeteria 


Goldia Simons, Associate Editor 


Vacations seem to take precedence over 
the other news items this month. ... Darlene 
Johannes spent her time touring Colorado 
with her family, seeing the scenic wonders 
of the mountains. She reports a very good 
time. Tell us—Wha’ hoppen at the “Pepper 
Pod’ ??rr . Mary Pohlenz and hubby, 
Mel, had a wonderful vacation in Colorado 
and Wyoming. While at Cheyenne they 
took in the famous “Frontier Days” cele- 
bration. We have not been able to 
exactly chart the trip of one Pearl B. 
O’Hehir, as she covered quite a span of 
country. Some of her time was spent in 
Arizona and then on to a ranch in Wyom- 
ing. Perhaps we all should cover as much 
country as Pearl did in two weeks as she 
enjoyed her trip very much. ... Myra Met- 
calf spent a week of her vacation in Port- 
land, Oregon, visiting her brother who was 
recently injured in an automobile accident. 
We are happy to learn that he is on the 
road to recovery. . . . Clarabelle Schroll is 
spending her vacation in Fairbury and other 
parts of Nebraska at the time of this 
writing. More details will be furnished at 
the time of the next news. ... Mary Tice of 
the Cafeteria spent her two weeks just 
loafing so she says—redecorating her house. 
Well, we are glad you are pleased with the 
finished product, Mary, but the word vaca- 
tion means a different type of loafing. 
we are sure. ... At the time of this writing, 
Marcia Watson, Cafeteria Matron, is on 
vacation. We were unable to obtain de- 
tails but will get them when she returns. 
.. . We are sorry to bid farewell to Frances 
Harmon who has traded “Frances Harmon, 
Supervisor of Methods” for “Mrs. Arthur L. 
Mortorff, Housewife.” We wish you the 
best of luck in the new position and hope 
you will like your new home in Cheyenne 
Wells, Colorado. ... Dick Hobson more than 
likely felt like exterminating about three- 
fourths of the female population in the 
Telephone Company recently, as everyone 
in the place was trying to suggest a name 
for the first daughter to join the Hobson 
family. Dick was so busy making up the 
list to take home to wife, Alice, that he 
did not realize that the baby had already 
been named Diann in his absence. Well, 
we tried, didn’t we girls? ... Jeanne Huep- 


A little lady by the name of Diann 
joined the Hobson household on August 
18, 1950. ‘““Papa’” Dick works in the Gen- 
eral Traffic Department. 


Mr. and Mrs. W. R. Huddleston are the 
proud parents of a baby boy, Mark Richard, 
born August 14. Bill is a member of the 
Construction Department. 


Mr. and Mrs. Ronald Hibbert proudly 
announce the arrival of a daughter on Au- 
gust 25. Papa Ronald is a warehouseman in 
the Supply Department. 


pelsheuser, former General Traffic Secre- 
tary, and Virginia Rezener, former Traffic 
employee, were kind enough to return to 
work to lend a helping hand in computing 
a traffic study. Thanks so much, girls. 
. . . Had it not been for a recent transfer 
of Loris Pool, Cafeteria, to the Service 
Department, we’re afraid we might have 
had to revive the well known ‘Dumb Cluck 
Badge.” One morning Loris was seemingly 
in a reverse condition. An employee asked 
for a glass of milk, placing the money on 
the counter. Loris opened the milk, emptied 
the contents of the container into the glass, 
retrieved the money, threw said lucre into 
the waste can and proceeded to place the 
empty container in the cash register. Some 
mornings are like that, Loris! We will 
miss you, but we hope you like your new 
assignment in the Service Department. ... 
Clarabelle Schroll has a beautiful new dia- 
mond ornamenting her third finger, left 
hand. Best wishes to you Clarabelle and 
also to Norbert Helget, the lucky man. 


Lincoln Operating Department 
Mary Ormand, Associate Editor 


After two months silence due to the 
annual consolidation of August-September 
news, we shall endeavor to recall some 
of the happenings. . . . Esther Borchers is 
on leave of absence caring for her sister 
who is ill... . Here’s a hard luck story with 
a happy ending. Ina Ozenbaugh’s car was 
raided one night, the prowler taking her 
pigskin gloves, flashlight and sun glasses, 
but leaving other valuables, including a 
bianket. After reporting the theft to police, 
Ina was happily surprised at the return 
of all stolen articles. . . . Elaine and Bob 
Hawkins enjoyed a fishing trip to Crow 
Lake, Minnesota. ... Arta Sexton enjoyed 
voting at election for the first time, but 
wonders if they really want votes, why 
they make it so difficult. She stopped at 
three polling places before she was per- 
mitted to vote and was always given some 
silly explanation about “precincts.” ... Mrs. 
William Bennett, Jr., formerly Jennie Eis, 
of Philadelphia, Pa., entertained at a social 
evening at the home of her mother with 
whom she is visiting. The following old 
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time friends and former operators were there: 
Lorena Clark Johnson, Beth Schoenholz 
Beavens of Omaha, Dorothy Nelson Bou- 
man of St. Joseph, Frances Peterson Lenz 
of Elmwood, Elva Robertson Green, De- 
Lores Glover Slote, Phyllis Rising Hinman, 
Barbara Miller, Caroline Ronhovde, Mabel 
Volpp and Betty Hinman. Supper was 
served and a very pleasant time reported. 

. Vacations are many. Lillian Schafer 
and Doris Murphy went to Crystal River 
Lodge at Redstone, Colo.; Elaine and Bob 
Hawkins visited California; Stella Sowers 
and Veda Williams, Milford; Jean NRob- 
erts, Seward; Mary Emerson, Colorado; Ber- 
nice Itzen, Gilead; Aletha Schulling, Kan- 
sas City and Holden, Mo.; Ruth and Lola 
Hetherington, the Buckhorn Mountain 
Guest Ranch at Loveland, Colo.; Ruth 
Turner, Dunmore, W. Va.; Doris Sutton, 
California; Mary Weber, Minnesota; Mari- 
lyn Fones, Lebanon, Mo.; Carol Strohm, 
Table Rock, Estes Park and the Black Hills; 
Addalene Lorensen, Fargo, No. Dak., and 
Weeping Water; Lucille Buss, Beatrice and 
Adams; Barbara Benson, Sterling; Alice 
Haddox, Black Hills; Vernita Vorce, Tobias; 
Laverne Braun, Portland, Ore., Seattle, 
Wash., Yellowstone Park and Black Hills; 
Veda Nichols, Oregon; Hazel Nichols, Okla- 
homa; Evelyn Koch, Alexandria; Juanita 
Schleif, Nelson; Virginia Stiles, Black Hills 
and Wyoming; Bernice Bishop, Fairbury; 
Minnie Allen, at home in David City; Betty 
Vogelgesang and Hazel Newman vacationed 
at home; Esther Borchers, Kenesaw; Irene 
Lowder and Eleanor Jensen spent their va- 
cations at home; Mary Arthur visited Texas 
and Grand Island; Lillian Campbell, Crab 
Orchard and Tecumseh; Arta Sexton, Cali- 
fornia. . . . Virginia Stiles wants to buy 
some insurance, but has trouble making 
the salesman understand the names of the 
candidates, her three Siamese cats—just 
simple names like Mei-Mimi-Tye, Mei- 
jJuana-Lou and Mei-Trey-Sei. Hazel 
Nichols really gets results when she starts 
to clean up things. One day, observing a 
huge fly on the rate desk, she brought the 
swatter down on him with a bang which 
also dislodged a pile of books on a shelf 
and they came tumbling down on the head 
of poor Mary Ormand with a “stunning” 
effect. 


Southern District 


Christine Mason, Associate Editor 
Auburn Area 


Fiorence Fruehling, Emma Lee DeJonge, and 
Colleen Curttright, Correspondents 


Mrs. Frances Duryea, Chief Operator at 
Dawson, spent part of her vacation in 
Omaha and she spent one week in Louisiana 
to attend her son’s wedding. . . . Vacations 
have been in full swing. . . . Vivian King- 
horn visited her sister in Stromsburg and 
Oakel Butler enjoyed her vacation at home. 
... George Eggleston also was on vacation 
recently. . . . We wish a speedy recovery 
to both Edna Clark, who underwent a ton- 
sillectomy, and Barbara Gillispie, who re- 
cently sprained her knee playing softball. 
... Vacationing this month is Myron Birds- 


ley who spent two days in Kansas and the 
rest of the time at home resting. . . . Ster- 
ling Nelson enjoyed one week’s vacation. 
... Stella Clark spent her vacation at home 
and visiting friends and relatives. Colleen 
Curttright spent her vacation at home and 
visiting her parents near Verdon. .. . At- 
tending the Sidney Rodeo were June Van- 
arsdall, Thayer Cotner and Doris Smith. 
. .. The Auburn ball club is fortunate to 
have such members as Joan Norvell, Doris 
Smith, Evelyn Zorn and Barbara Gillispie— 
good luck, girls! ... This has been a busy 
Picnic month for some of the traffic girls; 
Joan Norvell and family enjoyed a picnic 
at Marysville, Mo. Mariam Lilly, 
Ardis Moore and families had a weiner 
roast at Humboldt; they also went to Big 
Lake, Mo., where Ardis caught two fish— 
six inch, weren’t they Ardis?? ... Also 
at Big Lake were Shirley Snyder and her 
family who went motor boat riding. ... 
Marjorie DeBuhr took a trip with her 
husband to St. Louis on her week end... . 
Monica Lempka spent her week end at 
Crete visiting her sister. . . . Dorothy Big- 
gerstaff has been busy canning tomatoes. 
. .. The class reunion at Steinhart Lodge 
at Nebraska City was attended by Bar- 
bara Gillispie, Doris Smith, Evelyn Zorn 
and Marjorie Beckman. . . . The traffic 
department received two beautiful bouquets 
this month for good service; one was from 
the Paul Milam Greenhouse and the other 
from the Lew Milam Greenhouse. ... Joan 
Norvell, Evelyn Zorn and May Perry have 
been taking advantage of the new bowling 
alley in town; stiff girls?? . . . Several of 
the Auburn employees were seen at the 
Nemaha picnic. . . Thayer Cotner spent her 
day off at her home in Plattsmouth. ... 
George Eggleston moved to a new home 
this month. Darold Shafer spent two 
weeks working at Shelby, Nebr. . . The 
operators are proud of their new headsets. 

Those two little red benches you 
painted are pretty, Marcus; are they to sit 
on? ... It seems that when Jack Little 
went out to install a new telephone the 
other day he had an argument with a dog. 
The dog finally won by eating the appli- 
cation card... . Claud Clary, of the Hum- 
boldt plant department, spent one week 
of his vacation fishing in Colorado. Claud 
and his bride, the former Rosalie Stewart, 
spent their honeymoon in the Ozarks; com- 
ing back through Kansas City they got on 
a one-way street—you guessed it—going 
the wrong way!! ... Emma Lee DeJonge 
spent her vacation ‘‘just housecleaning.” One 


day of her vacation was spent shopping in 
Omaha. 


Beatrice Area 
Donna Wehling and Marie Keefover, 
Correspondents 
More about vacations: Mr. Dickenman 
and family are vacationing at Yellowstone 
Park. . .. Polly Hergott spent a week at 
her home in Gilead. . .. Mr. Burge spent 
a few days fishing at Lake McConaughy. 
. . . Frank Fisher is spending his vacation 
at home painting his house. ... Mr. Hodge 
spent a week of his vacation at home... 
Mr. and Mrs. Don Theobald visited the 


latter’s parents, Mr. and Mrs. John Brock- 
meyer, over the week end. ... Don Young 
says that all his friends and neighbors 
voted for him to be drafted. He was in- 
ducted into the U. S. Army on Sept. 5. Good 


luck, Don, and hurry back. ... Lois Kuhn 
took a week’s leave of absence to attend a 
church conference at Kearney. . . . Marian 


Kleman had a two week vacation and va- 
cation extension while her boy friend was 


here on leave from the Navy. ... Mrs. 
Virginia Coon’s husband is home now after 
a tour of duty with the U. 8S. Army. 


Fairbury Area 


Florence Herman, Correspondent 


About vacations: Arlene Cline and hus- 
band visited relatives in Jorden Valley, 
Ore., San Bernardino, Calif., and Texas. ... 
Emilie Bleich visited relatives in South 


Telephone Work Just “Doin? What Comes 
Naturally” for Mae 


Telephone friends of Mae 
Meduna had an informal 
dinner party in her honor 
July 16 at Wahoo on the 
occasion of her 35th serv- 
ice anniversary. Mae re- 
ceived her new ruby set 
pin with the blue back- 
ground (the prettiest one 
of them all, she thinks) 
from District Manager 
John McKinzie. In making 
the presentation, Mr. McKinzie 
spoke highly of her varied capabil- 
ities and expressed appreciation for 
her fine record of service. Others at 
the party were Area Manager Ed 
Dorland, Hazel Hagenbuck, Chief 
Operator Ethel Daharsh and Alice 
Hobza. 

Miss Meduna started as a relief 
operator when she was a junior in 
high school. The office was then lo- 
cated on the second floor of a down 
town building and the accompany- 
ing picture was taken at about that 
time. Left to right in the scene are 
Hazel Hagenbuck, then chief oper- 
ator, Roxy Groves, Ruth Quinn, 
Mabel Iverson, Alice Jacobsen, Mae 


Mae Meduna 


Meduna and Gretchen 
Lindercamp. John Man- 
ners was manager then 
and Mae recalls that the 
switchboard had two local 
and two toll positions. One 
problem of night operators 
then, Mae said, was mice 
which would run along be- 
hind the board and peek 
out at the girls. 

During all of her 35 
years Mae has been located at 
Wahoo and the variety of her jobs 
in telephone work has been most 
unusual.. She has worked in the 
Plant, Commercial and Traffic de- 
partments where she has been local 
operator, toll operator, wire chief's 
clerk, commercial clerk, assistant 
manager, cashier and dispatcher. 
In the Plant Department she has 
operated the test board, run jump- 
ers, repaired cords, kept cable rec- 
ords and maintained the switch- 
board. At present she is junior 
supervisor and as Area Manager 
Ed Dorland often says she’s a 
mighty helpful person to have 
around. 


Dakota. . . . Mrs. Helen DeBord and son, 
Bob, visited relatives in Seattle and Ta- 
coma, Wash., and they also visited Yellow- 
stone Park. Mrs. DeBord’s other son, Frank, 
was with the Boy Scouts on an eastern 
trip. . . . Irene Smalldon spent last week 
with her parents in York... . Eileen Aubert 
attended a family reunion picnic at Pioneer 
Park in Lincoln. ... Patty Lawson attended 
a family reunion in Denver, Colo. ... 
Lillian Austin was on the sick list in July. 
.. . Jack Caley spent his vacation at Del- 


phos, Kans., harvesting his wheat. ‘ 
Nellie Shepherd and her husband, and 
Betty Shepherd and Junior Vaughn spent 
the week end sight-seeing and attending 
the major league baseball games in Kansas 
City, Mo., and the Ozarks. ... Mrs. Edna 
Schoenrock and Mrs. Elsie Huss have been 
helping out temporarily in the traffic de- 
partment. Congratulations to Velda 
Schipper of the Commercial Department, 
who is wearing a diamond. . . . Charlene 
Hoover and Betty Furry went to Marys- 


Visitors From Uenmark 


i Neicte Lincoln Telephone and Tele- 

graph Company received significant 
recognition in being one of the two In- 
dependent operating companies to come 
under the scrutiny of a group of five 
Danish communications men who are 
visiting the United States under the 
sponsorship of the E.C.A. The men 
are prominently identified with various 
phases of the Denmark communications 
industry and are making a three-and-a- 
half month tour of this country to study 
telephone developments and applica- 
tion preparatory to a complete revision 


and modernization of the Danish tele- 
phone system. 


The group is composed of Werner 
Hjort, department engineer for the 
Funden Municipal Telephone Com- 
pany; Richard Relsted, telephone engi- 
neer for the Jutland Telephone Com- 
pany; Johs Rosbeck, department engi- 
neer for the Copenhagen Telephone 
Company; Arne Hillestroem, tele 


graph engineer for the Post Office De- 


partment and Borge Hauschildt, civil 
engineer with the Danish equivalent of 
the Federal Communications Commis- 
sion. 

They are mainly interested in the 
problems and design of fully automatic 
exchanges and long distance carrier sys- 
tems. Management and accounting 
practices are being closely observed. 
They inspected the new Hastings ex- 
change on August 8, returning to Lin- 
coln the next day to visit the general 
offices and the A. T. & T. repeater sta- 
tion north of the city. 

The engineers arrived in the United 
States July 17. They spent a week at 
the F. C. C. offices in Washington, 
then studied telephone organizations at 
Fort Wayne and Lafayette, Indiana. 
They left Lincoln August 10 for a 
month’s stay with the Bell organizations 
at Chicago, Illinois and Erie, Pennsyl- 
vania. Another month will be spent at 
the A. T. & T. headquarters in New 


York before returning to their native 


land. 
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Vice-President H. H. Wheeler is explaining the function of a polarized relay used in the 
teletype concentrator. Left to right are Borge Hauschildt, Werner Hjort, Richard Relsted, 


Arne Hiilesiroem and Mr. Wheeler. 
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ville, Kans., to hear Tex Beneke and Tony 
Pastor. ... Mrs. Juanita Waring spent her 
vacation visiting her husband’s folks at 
O’Neill and visiting her husband who is in 
a Lincoln hospital. ... Mary Jackson and 
Annabelle Stocker vacationed in Utah, 
Wyoming and South Dakota. ... Betty 
Shepherd vacationed in St. Louis, and 
Virginia Robinson stayed at home during 
her vacation. 


Tecumseh Area 
Mary Kalin, Correspondent 


Harold Drake was all set to spend part 
of his vacation fishing, so he packed 115 
minnows for bait and went to Battle Lake, 
Mich. The results: One day the fish he 
caught were stolen—then there were three 
days of bad weather—so he brought the 
bait home. . . . Mary Meister had a per- 
sonally conducted tour through WOW’s TV 
studio in Omaha. when she visited there 
recently. Now she’s convinced every home 
should have a television set in each room. 
. . . Henri Goracke and her whole family 
had a picnic dinner in the park at Nebraska 
City. After dinner they visited Arbor 
Lodge and then spent the remainder of the 
afternoon at the swimming pool. Now Henri 
knows how a doughnut feels after being 
dunked repeatedly. Believe-it-or-not 
corner: A lady brought back a telephone 
directory because she had gotten two... . 
Never let it be said that Raymond Johnson 
wasn’t a Boy Scout. Recently he drove to 
Beatrice just to take his landlady’s kitten 
back “because the kitten wasn’t happy here 
and wanted to go home.” ... Wanda Rem- 
mers and Mary Kalin visited the latter’s 
sister, Barbara, in Columbus over the 
Fourth of July week end. They climaxed 
their visit with a tour through the brewery 
which they found very interesting, or was it 
that good-looking guide?? Then they’ve been 
raving about some wiener roast they had. 

. Wanda Remmers and Alice Johnson 
both saw Henry Busse when he was in 
Omaha. ... Norma Lee Hahn, Jean John- 
son, and their respective husbands, were 
having a wiener roast in Coryell Park about 
fifteen miles from ‘Tecumseh, celebrating 
Norma’s birthday. They had a nice fire 
going when someone mentioned the wieners. 
Bet you can’t guess where they were—at 
home in the refrigerator! . .. Vacation time 
—just what the doctor ordered! Tyler Ryan 
took his family to Red Feather Lakes, Colo., 
for two weeks. They couldn’t bear to leave 
Gus, the pet Dachshund, so they bought 
him a leash and took him along. In addition 
to catching fish, Tyler also got caught in 
a Tainstorm, and newspapers (which he had 
just bought) were used for an umbrella. 

Henri Goracke and her two sisters 
spent a glorious week at Lake Okoboji in 
Iowa. According to Henri, “the swimming, 
dancing and boys were wonderful” (espe- 
cially when the boys had motorcycles). 
She went fishing (for fish) and caught a 
Northern Pike a foot and a half long. She 
even acquired something she’s been longing 
for all summer—a beautiful tan. ... Bet 
you couldn’t guess where Goldie Thomp- 
son went? Yep, you're right, she spent her 
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vacation with that granddaughter and fam- 
ily in Longmont, Colo. She had a grand 
time exploring the mountains with Susan. 

. Phil Eckles and family visited with 
his sister and her family in Idana, Ore. . 
Raymond Johnson and his wife took a 
trip to Detroit, Mich., and went fishing in 
the Great Lakes. Raymie was disappointed 
in not seeing the Detroit Tigers. All their 
games that week were out of town. You 
don’t suppose someone tipped them off!! 

. Edna Ragon claims the only exciting 
thing she did while vacationing was dinner 
and a show in Omaha, but if we know 
Edna, it wasn’t! . Hilda Ramsey and 
Ted Husing spent their respective vacations 
quietly at home. . . . Dave Guthrie and 
Jim Smith attended the local ball game 
one evening and you should have seen 
Dave’s ears get red when he started heck- 
ling the umpire and one woman promptly 
started answering Dave back. 


Wilber Area 
LaVina McElroy, Correspondent 


Lumir Vosika spent his two weeks vaca- 
tion visiting relatives in Omaha and en- 
joying leisure time at home. ... Norma Fort 
and husband enjoyed a trip through the 
Black Hills during her vacation. ... Olga 
Belohlavy spent two weeks visiting relatives 


in Kansas. ... Caroline Iwohn, Chief Oper- 
ator at Clatonia, spent her vacation at 
home. . . . Mrs. Jennie Prazak, Chief 


Operator at Swanton, is enjoying a two week 
vacation at home and visiting relatives in 
Lincoln. Hotilda Eurich, cashier at 
Friend, spent her two weeks vacation at 
home. . . . Adela Stehlik and family en- 
joyed a two weeks trip through the Black 
Hills, Yellowstone Park and Colorado. ... 
George Brock is spending his three weeks 
vacation at home. ... Lillie Labart is en- 
joying a two weeks vacation, spending part 
of her time in Chicago. 


Western District 


Beatrice Rohrer, Associate Editor 


Geneva-Hebron Area 
Verna Dankenbring, Correspondent 

Vacations are in full swing now. Ernie 
Wellman returned from an enjoyable two 
weeks in Canada, Minnesota and surround- 
ing territory. Reginia Bethscheider, 
assistant chief operator, journeyed to the 
Ozarks, and Mary Bethscheider, operator, 
is spending her leisure time in Yellowstone 
Park. . . . Talking about the new “cop on 
the corner’—he really took advantage of 
Operator Marilyn Braun. It cost her a 
nice fine just because her foot rested on 

the foot feed a little too heavy. 


Hastings Area 
Peggy Johnson, Correspondent 

Vacations are the vogue again. Attending 
dog races and dancing were some of the 
highlights on Mrs. Rowlison’s trip to Den- 
ver and Colorado Springs recently. We bet 
she also enjoyed the beautiful scenery in 
the mountains, too... . The last we heard, 
Moreane Alldritt was traveling through the 
Black Hills of South Dakota. . . . Helen 
Arnold reports she spent part of her vaca- 


tion in Lincoln with her sister, Goldia. The 
rest of the time at home, eating, sleeping 
and trying to gain a few pounds. ... Arlene 
Wright and Bette Hudson seemed to find 
that there is no place like home to have 
a wonderful time. . .. Helen Roberts was 
the recipient of a beautiful bouquet of 
roses from the Davidson Floral Company 
in appreciation of her service on one of 
their calls. Another bouquet was sent to 
all the other operators and placed in the 
girls’ lounge room. ... The third finger of 
Shirley Kembel’s left hand is now adorned 
by a beautiful diamond ring presented to 
her this month when the man was home on 
furlough. Best wishes, Shirley. . . . Last 
but not least, everyone enjoyed seeing and 
working with former operators who helped 
in the old building prior to the conversion. 


Superior Area 
LuEtta Braun, Correspondent 


Bert Kline vacationed a week in Colorado. 
While there he had to make a flying trip 
home to see if his house had washed away 
in the flood waters. He is planning on 
spending the rest of his vacation at some 
of the Nebraska lakes. . . . Also taking in 
the scenic spots of Colorado were LuEtta 
Braun and her husband, making the trip 
in a new Pontiac. ... Gearldeen Williams 
spent her vacation at home. When one has 
a new house, that would certainly be a 
wonderful place to be. .. . Mary Ann Rob- 
inson, chief operator, is spending her vaca- 
tion at home also. Louise Matlock 
and her husband spent the Fourth of July 
week end in Missouri visiting their par- 
ents. While there, they purchased a farm. 
Nice going. Clarinda Lake and her 
sister are the proud owners of a new Ford 
car. We hope you both have many enjoy- 
able trips. ... Irene Hashage and Barbara 
Bagley, traffic, are on the girls’ softball team 
here at Superior. One morning when Bar- 
bara came to work with a swollen lip and 
was asked what had happened, she informed 
us she had missed the ball. Being a good 
sport, she’s still in there doing her share. 


Sutton Area 
Norma Nuss, Correspondent 


Edith Schleiger, chief operator at Sutton, 
is on her vacation. She plans to spend 
most of her time at home. “Yours 
Truly” was on vacation last week, spending 
most of the time at home. Marlys Fitzke 
of Hastings, worked in the office that week. 


York-Osceola Area 


Helen Robinson, Correspondent 


This month we have a few interesting 
flood stories to tell. Hattie Marquardt, desk 
operator, noted on the complaint sheet an 
item that had been held over for several 
days. In checking with Alex Pauley of 
the plant department, she made this rash 
statement, “It hasn’t been fixed since before 
the war!’ Which war, Hattie??? We think 
she may have meant pre-flood instead of 
pre-war. ... Ardis Burhoop worked mighty 
hard the Sunday following the deluge of 
water. She really didn’t show signs of fa- 
tigue until Monday, and then for no ap- 
parent reason, she fell out of her desk chair. 
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MANY 
campaigns 


GIVE enoucn ror ALL! 


The annual Community Chest drive is an 
opportunity for us to be helpful to others. 
Give generously in support of the many 
worthwhile organizations represented in the 
Chest. 


* 


Hurt? Only her pride! ... On the night of 
the flood, Fern Wilger, who was off duty, 
came down to help in the emergency. The 
true story is, she was at her sister’s home 
which is located on a high and almost dry 
hill, and her brother-in-law brought her to 
the office in his car. Fern had been work- 
ing at her sister’s and was dressed appro- 
priately in jeans. On her feet she wore a 
pair of her niece’s rubber bathing shoes, 
which were a trifle small, and which she 
shed at the time of her arrival because of 
discomfort. When the local newspaper 
printed an article citing the good service of 
our office during the storm, someone had 
obviously taken it for granted that Fern 
had come from her own home, which would 
have required her to cross a part of town 
which was a raging torrent of water, and 
that she had shed her shoes on her way to 


the office. It made a nice story! ... Ina 
Gillan is flashing a lovely diamond ring. 
We wish you much happiness, Ina. ... Fern 


Wilger seemed quite disturbed about some- 
thing a few days back and was heard to 
say, “The madder I sit here the longer I 
get!’ Now isn’t that interesting? . .. Vaca- 
tion stories include Artis Gee’s trip. Artis’ 
husband has a huge refrigerator truck for 
long distance hauling, and Artis spent her 
two weeks traveling with him. First they 
went to Denver, Colo., and then to Boston, 


Mass., by way of Chicago, Cleveland, Al- 


bany, New York, and Utica. In New York 
State, Artis saw what she described as a 
“real big jail.” It was the New York peni- 
tentiary. She was very fond of Boston and 
saw the ocean for the first time. .. . Welma 
Lutz has also been on vacation. ... Hazel 
Johnson, operator at Osceola, is spending 
her vacation seeing the sights in Denver. 
Shirley Koehler, operator, is spending her 
vacation at home. 
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GOLDIA SIMONS WAS TO¥ING WITH A SUGAR Kil RE NIM hg = 
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JOHN MCKINZIE, STOPPED TO VISIT WITH GEORGE MIERS DICK HANSEN TO PULL IT OFF / 


A Ie SRC NCAR SEIDARD HE NOTICED 4 PAIROF | ae 
ee TN RENTIONABLES HANGING ONTHE SIDE OF ee WE'RE PROUD TO HAVE THE GENUINE ARTICLE THIS MONTH ~ ~ 
HE TRUCK. ON INQUIRY HE FOUND THEY BELONGED = A REAL BONA FIDE HERO! JACK , INCARRYING OUT HI5 PICNIC. 
TO GEORGE, WHO HAD STEPPED INTO A DEEP HOLE ASSIGNMENT, WAS AT HIS POST FOR A SOLID, SLEEPLESS, 
WHILE CARRYING fA WIRE ACROSS THE” BLUE”. GEORGE 36 HOUR STINT — DIGGING THE BARBECUE PIT, NURSING 
FORBIDDEN HIS TWO YOUNG HELPERS, CHUCK THE WOOD FIRE DURING THE RAINY NIGHT, AND TENDING 
pie E AND WELPON DUER TO ATIEMPT THE THE PIT DURING THE 12 HOURS THE BEEF WAS COOKING, 
sar AMAT THEY MIGHT BE CARRIED THE MEAT WAS DELICIOUS 5 PROBABLY BECAUSE IT WAS 
Ce ae pee SAVORED WITH JACK’S ENTHUSIASM AND CARE 
Ww ; 


50ME FOLKS SAY THAT JERRY SCHLEIGER, 
ENGINEERING, JOINED THE ARMY BECAUSE 
HE WAS DISAPPOINTED IN HIS HORSE... 
HE FELL IN LOVE WITH A BEAUTIFUL 
PALOMINO; BOUGHT IT AND STABLED 
IT IN HIS FOLKS’GARAGE . . . ONE 
MORNING HE FOUND THE SIDE OF THE GARAGE 
KICKED OUT AND THE VEGETABLE GARDEN RUINED, 
WHAT JHE BEAST DIDN'T EAT HE STEPPED UPON. 
FORCED TO FIND ANOTHER PLACE To KEEP THE ANIMAL 
HE LEARNED THAT THE GOING RATE FOR HORSE BOARD 
AND STALL WAS $40 PER MONTH. IT WAS 100 STEEP 
FOR JERRY. WE HEAR THAT HE AND THE PALOMINO 
APPEARED AT THE RECRUITING OFFICE AND TRIED 
TO ENLIST AS A CAVALRY UNIT, . THE HORSE 
DIDN'T PASS! 


BUT Now HIS 
MIGHT FALL 
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THE MAIN OFFICE 
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DON SMITH TORE THE LEG OF HI5 PANTS NEARLY OFF IN 
AN ENTHUSIASTIC SLIDE AT A RECENT BALL GAME AND WAS 

LOANED A VERY IMPORTANT SAFETY PIN BY A YOUNG MOTHER 
AND SON WHO WERE WATCHING THE GAME 


AXEL BERGLUND, SUBSTITUTING FOR 
THE MAIL BOY, DROVE To THE GENERAL 
OFFICE ONE NOON TO GET THE 
SUPPLY ik sel Le an E Aer 
D TOA LOTOF OLD FRIENDS AND 
AHN CRUBAGE GAME . HE CAME BACK TO THE SupPLy 
OFFICE AT ONE OCLOCK, BEAMING WITH GOOD FELLOWSHIP 


RUTH STRAKA LINCOLN TRAFFIC, HURRYING ACROSS 
THE STREET TRYING To BEATA RED LIGHT, WAS 
TREADING PRECARIOUSLY IN NEW HIGH 
AN HEEL PUMPS. RIGHT IN THE MIDDLE OF 
: THE CROSSING ONE OF THEM CAME OFF -- 
rem --AND THE LIGHT CHANGED ! RUTH HAD 


iL, SOMEONE REMINDED HIM THAT HE HAD FAILED To 
BRING BACK-THE MAIL . 


IMOGENE BALDWIN , NEW BRIDE OF LINCOLN TRAFFIC, 
STIRRED f GENEROUS SUPPLY OF BAKING POWDER 
INTO HER FIRST BATCH OF NOODLES. SHE HAD 
QUITE AN ADVENTURE AND PLENTY OF NOODLES 
~—ALL OVER HER STOVE AND KITCHEN FLOOR. 


TAT) TRAFFIC SNARLED FOR A BLOCK BEFORE. 
%\ SHE COULD RESCUE HER SHOE AND 
9 BE RESCUED HERSELF. 


—— =e >) WHEN A’PEA-SOUP’FOG == 
5 D ON JOHN FISCHER AND 


== BACK TO. CAMP GUIDED ONLY BY HIS 7HOMING 


555g —=__WNTINCT" AND SECONDLY HE SWEAR THAT HIS 


15 BRAUCKMULLER| == ; 
Saeed "0 DRIVE HER HOME EF SSS SSS SS — OARS DIDN'T TOUCH THE WATER DURING i 
N ACD : AN HIS GAS TANK ORY BEFORE | == = ee SS THAT TIME. HE JUST DIPPED THEM INTO 22 
Bi FAR DON A FARM NEAR WAVERLY. Se SSS WE FOG AND PULLED fre =\- 
4 KNOW THAT, tence SSS SSS = =\= 
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Mayor Sidney Atwood, right, places the 
first call over the new dial equipment as 
D. C. Wilson, district wire chief, of Hastings, 
monitors the conversation. 


Pictured in front of the Fairmont telephone 
building is this group of western district 
men who assisted with the conversion. Left 
to righi, Bill Berry, H. G. Taedter, Bob Rip- 
pen, Howard Lahr, Joe Adamson, Fred Mc- 
Cormick, Elmer Moorhead, Jack Roth, Albert 
Andreas, Floyd Crewdson, D. C. Wilson and 
Area Manager Charles Crew. 


tion invaded the territo,, - 
and had wooed away 
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Company was organized es 
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now collection agent for the Ing and is 
Virginia Baker, assistant oe nPany, 
tor, Laura Jean Baker ~~ Beet 
Little have transferred to ae Zabeth 
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and York, respectively, Ma INcoly 


have moved to Lincoln, where Marie 
Marie is attending busines Sther 
2 College 


while working part time in the I; © 
Business Office. : INcoln 


George Keith, COE installation supervisor, 
Makes some last minute tests before the 
Conversion. 


The Fairmont operating force, left to right, 
Standing, Laura Jean Baker, Virginia Baker, 
assistant chief operator, and Esther Baker; 
Seated, Mrs. Anna Baker, Mrs. Betty Little 
and Mrs. Ethel Patrick, chief operator. 


Pawnee City Likes 
Dial Service 


EOPLE in Pawnee City like their 


new dial service. That’s the con- 
census of opinions expressed to Man- 
ager Dan Smith who has visited with 
many subscribers there since the con- 
version last April. Mr. Smith kept a 
record of these opinions and reports 
that all but one in over a hundred 
people he has talked to have expressed 
themselves favorably. Praise for the 
new system most often heard is the 
highly improved volume and quality of 
voice transmission. Other people com- 
mented on the speed of call comple- 
tions, the immediate availability of serv- 
ice regardless of the time of day or 
night, the speed of equipment discon- 
nection to allow the placing of addi- 
tional calls, and the reduction of time re- 
quired to establish connections on long 


distance calls. 
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Pioneer Talent Scouts 
fl Dake New Approach is to be used by 

the Pioneers in staging their regu- 
lar series of territorial parties this sea- 
son. In the past, these meetings have 
been held in the late winter and, by a 
strange turn of destiny they invariably 
fell on days of howling blizzards, ice 
sheet or flood. This season the four 
gatherings have been scheduled for 


late October and early November in 


the hope of finding better weather for 
traveling. 

The coming parties will accomplish 
a double purpose. Primarily they are 
to provide entertainment for the Pio- 
neer guests, but they will also serve as 
a talent hunt. The section of the state 
in which the parties are held is to fur- 
nish the personnel for the program 
from talent found within the ranks of 
Pioneers, their families, or other tele- 
phone folks, providing the latter are 
sponsored by a member of the Pioneer 
organization. Local judges will be ap- 
pointed to select the two best acts or 
numbers from each program and these 
will be used as part of the program of 
the big anniversary reunion, which will 
be held next spring. 

Max C. Walker, vice president of 
the Chapter, also serves as chairman 
of the social committee and will head 
the delegation who will make the trip 
from Lincoln to act as hosts at each 


of the parties. 


Note From Frank Tefft 


UY Seaton, personnel director, re- 
ceived the following note from Mr. 
and Mrs. Frank Tefft with the request 
that their expression of thanks be passed 
on to their friends through the NEWS: 
“We would like to express our ap- 
preciation for all the cards and calls 
of inguiry during Frank’s long stay 
in the hospital, and also to the Pioneer 
association and the switchroom boys 
for the lovely flowers. He is at home 
now and we hope will soon be well on 
the road to recovery.” 
rank, a switchman at “6” 
Lincoln, has been in ill health for sev- 
eral years and has been off the job 
now for the past year. The NEWS 
joins his friends in sending greetings 
and the wish that he will soon be well 
and back at work again. His address 
is 1204 South 18, Lincoln. 


office in 


J. H. Mankamyer 


T. C. Cone 


Robert Gray E. H. Wellman 


Robert C. Humiston’s picture was not available 
this issue but will be published next month. 


IVE men moved up to new man- 
agerial positions in the L. T. & T. 
organization during recent weeks. Thad 
Cone, formerly area manager at Sew- 
ard, succeeds R. H. Ojers as area 
manager at Nebraska City. Jack Manka- 
myer, formerly exchange manager at 
Sutton, and Robert Gray, formerly ex- 
change manager at Weeping Water, 
become area managers at Sutton and 
Seward, respectively. Ernest H. Well- 
man was appointed exchange manager 
at Hebron and Robert C. Humiston 
exchange manager at Weeping Water. 
Mr. Ojers will retire on pension and 
the story of his telephone career ap- 
pears elsewhere in this issue. 


Mr. Mankamyer began his telephone 
work in 1927 as a shopman in Lincoln 
and became a combinationman the fol- 
lowing’ year, working at Lincoln, Ash- 
land and Beaver Crossing. In 1931 
he was appointed manager at Beaver 
Crossing and three years later went to 
Milford as manager. He was assigned 
to work in the plant department at 
York in 1938 and was located at 
Stromsburg for a year before moving 
to Sutton in 1940 as a first class com- 
minationman. He held this position 
until his appointment as exchange man: 
ager at Sutton last May. 


Mr. Cone joined the Company in 
1924 as a groundman in the Construc- 
tion Department at Lincoln. Before that 
he worked for the Arkansas Valley 
Telephone Company at Great Bend, 
Kansas, and the Northwestern Bell 
Company in Nebraska, South Da- 
kota and lowa. He became a clerk 
in Lincoln in 1925 and was appointed 
chief clerk in the Lincoln Construction 
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Department in 1927. During World 
War II he joined the U. S. Army Sig- 
nal Corps and served as Communica- 
tions Officer for the Second Air Force 
and Fifteenth Air Force at Colorado 
Springs where he held the rank of 
Lieutenant Colonel. On return to the 
Company from military service, he be- 
came a construction foreman in 1946 
and was promoted to area manager at 
Seward the next year. 


Succeeding Mr. Cone as area man- 
ager at Seward will be Robert H. 
Gray, formerly exchange manager at 


Weeping Water. Mr. Gray has been 


with the Company 27 years. Starting 
as a groundman at Bradshaw in 1923, 
he later served as a lineman at Surprise 
and Rising City and as foreman at Lin- 
coln, before being appointed manager 
at Table Rock in 1931. He became 
wire chief at Plattsmouth in 1935 and 
exchange manager at Weeping Water 
in 1939, 


Mr. Wellman began his employment 
at Waco as a groundman in 1917 and 
later was stationed at York, Stroms- 
burg and Geneva as an installer and 
repairman. In 1921 he became man- 
ager at Clay Center, living there until 
1935 when he returned to Hebron as 
a combinationman. 


Mr. Humiston entered the telephone 
business at Weber, Kansas, with the 
Weber Mutual Telephone Company in 
1940. He joined our Company in 1942 
as a shopman at Lincoln and became 
a combinationman later that year. He 
was located at Wahoo for a short time 
before moving to Plattsmouth in June, 
1943, as a combinationman. He became 
a switchman there in February, 1949. 


Reterenty tO 


Four Employees Retire 


Roy H. Ojers 


Benjamin F. Ferguson 


Lincoln Nebraska City 
ENJAMIN  F. Ferguson, Ethel 
Patrick and Thomas S. Risser, 


whose names and performances are 
familiar throughout the breadth of the 
territory, have locked away the tools 
of their profession and were transferred, 
during the past month, to the pension 
payroll. Roy H. Ojers, another well 
known personality in L. T. & T. land, 
will retire November 1. Few employee 
foursomes have compiled experiences so 
wide and varied as this group. Their 
service records range from 21 to more 
than 40 years. 


Ben Ferguson first appears on record 
February 1, 1915, as a lineman at 
DeWitt. This was the first of six short 
terms of employment with the Company 
as a lineman, assistant foreman and in- 
spector before November 1917 when he 
joined the ranks of regular employees 
as an extra-first-class lineman. Except 
for a time in 1923-1924 when he re- 
signed to go into business for himself, 
Ben has been on the payroll. In 1940 
he transferred to the supply depart- 
ment where he worked as warehouse- 
man and shopman until September 
1949 when a siege of sickness termi- 
nated his active career. He was awarded 
a regular pension at the expiration of 
his sickness disability benefits on Sep- 
tember 7. 


Ethel Patrick spent the entire 21 
years of her telephone career providing 
service from the switchboards of two 
exchanges. She was employed at Waco 
in July 1929 as contract chief operator, 
remaining in charge of that exchange 
until she took over the duties of chief 
operator at Fairmont five years ago. 
Her retirement coincides with the con- 
version of the latter exchange to dial 
operation a few weeks ago. Mrs. Patrick 


Thomas S. Risser 
Lincoln 


Ethel Patrick 
Fairmont 


will be long remembered for the friend- 
ly, efficient manner in which she 
served the needs of her subscribers at 
Waco and Fairmont. 


Thomas S. Risser’s first venture into 
the telephone business was for a period 
of six months in 1903 when he worked 
as apprentice for the Little Rock Tele- 
phone Company in Arkansas. In Jan- 
uary 1905 he entered the field “for 
keeps’ with the Mutual Telephone 
Company at Des Moines, Iowa. April, 
1905 found him in Council Bluffs 
working for the Independent telephone 
organization of that city. In October 
1907 he crossed the river and joined 
the ranks of the Independent company 
at Omaha, which furnished dial service 
to its patrons. This concern was forced 
into bankruptcy in 1912 and Tom came 
to Lincoln to be placed in charge of 
the newly created general shop, then 
located at 1534 N street. He remained 
as shop foreman until March 1915 when 
he was appointed Lincoln chief of serv- 
ice. In April 1920 he joined the En- 
gineering Department as equipment 
engineer and for more than 30 years 
had headed that important planning 
branch of the organization. 


Roy H. Ojers, area manager at Ne- 
braska City, had his first job with the 
telephone company in his home town 
of Crete. Three years later he moved 
to Lincoln as lineman for the Nebraska 
Bell Company. With the purchases of 
the Bell properties by our Company in 
1912, Mr. Ojers assisted with the con- 
solidation of several of the larger ex- 
changes, including Nebraska _ City, 
Plattsmouth and Tecumseh. He be- 
came a crew foreman in 1915 and, the 
next year, moved to Hastings. There 
he drove the first telephone truck to 


be used in that part of the territory. 


World War I interrupted his career for 


two years when he served as lieutenant 
and captain in the signal corps over- 
seas. He returned to his work in July 
1919 and was made general foreman at 
Lincoln in 1921. He became manager 
at Plattsmouth and Hastings before 
moving to Nebraska City in 1929. 


Mr. Risser and Mr. Ojers have had 
an active part in pioneer activities, both 
being charter members of the Frank H. 
Woods Chapter. At the annual reunion 
of the Chapter last spring, Mr. Ojers 
received the enviable award of a life 
membership in the National Independ- 
ent Pioneer Association. 


Transfers, Promotions 


and Iitle Changes 


en enn re 


Belva C. Curttright 
Cashier 
Auburn 


Lois J. Brauckmuller 
Service Rep. 
Lincoln 
Commercial 
Esther M. Baker, operator, Fairmont, to 

clerk, Lincoln. 
Gladys A. Ball, clerk to cashier, Ashland. 
Lois J. Brauckmuller, clerk to service repre- 
sentative, Lincoln. 
Belva C. Curttright, clerk to cashier, Au- 
burn. 
Plant 
J. H. Buck, groundman to driver, Construc- 
tion. 
C. H. Eitzmann, lineman, York to Lincoln. 
F. L. McCormick, combinationman to splicer, 
Hastings. 
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Gladys Ball, Cashier at Ashland 


Lincoln Telephone News 


19450 


Published in the Interest of the Employees 
of This Company, to whom It Is 
Furnished Without Charge 


A. B. GORMAN, Editor 
J. H. HARTLEY, Assistant Editor 


THE LINCOLN TELEPHONE & 


TELEGRAPH COMPANY 
1342 M Street, Lincoln 1, Nebr. 


Twenty-seven Men in Service 


HE demand for men in the rebuild- 

ing program of America’s armed 
forces made further incursion into the 
roll of employees during September. 
Seventeen more L. T. & T. men were 
called to the colors during the month, 
bringing the total now in service to 27. 


Twelve of these departed in a body 
September 27 when the signal service 
unit, sponsored by the Company, en- 
trained for Camp Gordon, Georgia. 
The unit was alerted for active duty 
September 11 and called into service 
the following employees: 

R. D. Andrews, Traffic Engineer, General 


Traffic. 
Allan G. Behm, Lineman, Construction. 


Clarence H. Eitzmann, Lineman, Con- 


struction. 


Tom G. Goldenstein, Advanced Clerk, 


Construction. 
Gay T. Henderson, Engr. Assistant, En- 


gineering. 
Dean M. Hobson, Subforeman, Supply. 
Chris Lyberis, Switchboardman, Lincoln 


Plant. 
F. William Morris, Service Engineer, Lin- 


coln Coml. 
Lyle E. Reighard, Groundman, Construc- 


tion, 
Thomas H. Roller, Lineman, Construc- 


tion. 


Donald R. Swanson, Estimate Clerk, En- 
gineering, 

Dale C. Weaver. Lineman, Lincoln Plant. 

The other five employees who were 
called or enlisted during the month 
were: 

Ivan E. Doran, Switchman, Lincoln Plant. 

Wesley E. Hayes, Lineman, Lincoln Plant. 

Oliver G. Hoffman, Switchman, Lincoln 


Plant. 


Gerald G. Morris, Junior Engineer, En- 
gineering. 

Russell M. White, Combinationman, Lin- 
coln Plant. 


Major Andrews, Pfc. Behm, Lieu- 
tenant Henderson, Sergeant Roller, 
Captain Morris and Wesley Hayes 
CEL 2/C were numbered among the 
137 members of our Honor Roll of 
employees in World War II. 


Front Cover Scene 


ORN crops and such probably don’t 
interest little Lou and Lynn Eden 
much—even bumper crops like the ex- 
perts say Nebraska will have this year. 
However, modeling for their photo- 
graphically minded papa, W. W. “Bud” 
Eden of the Engineering Department, 
is just “doing what comes naturally” for 
them. The picture was taken not long 
ago near Syracuse on a Sunday drive 
taken by the Edens. The corn looks 
fine and is typical of the crop through- 
out the state which is estimated to 
yield 238 million bushels this year, ac- 
cording to the Nebraska Farmer. That's 
a big crop and just about the same as 
last year’s production. 
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Mr. Martin Again 


AST month we carried the story of 

the retirement of E. L. “Murph” 
Martin, formerly Lincoln combination- 
man. You may have noticed that 
Murph’s picture 
was not published 
with the story and 
those who know 
him well probably 
could make a pret- 
ty good guess why. 
Mr. Martin is one 
of those _ people 
who has a decided 
allergy to a camera 
lens. When we re- 
minded him that we would need his 
picture for the NEWS and asked him 
if he had had one taken lately he told 
us no, not lately, but he thought he had 
a pretty good one taken along about 
1915. With some little prodding we 
managed to get him to pose about the 
time the magazine was going to press 
last month. So here’s the picture this 
issue and if we do say so ourselves we 
think it is a better likeness than that 
one taken 35 years ago. 


E. L. Martin 


Members of the signal service group sponsored by the Company shown as they entrained 


for Camp Gordon, Georgia, on September 27. Left to right, Lt. Col. Walter Lundy, M/Sgt. Don 
Swanson, T/Sgt. Tom Roller, S/Sgt. Tom Goldenstein who is partially obscured by Pfc. James 
Elias, Pfc. Allen Behm, Pfc. Dale Weaver, Pfc. Clarence Eitzmann, Pfc. Lavern Badura, Cpl. 
Leon Heitman, Pfc. Lyle Reighard, Pfc. Dean Hobson, Pfc. Chris Lyberis, Lt. Gay Henderson 
and Major R. D. Andrews. (Photo courtesy Lincoln Journal.) 
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A dinner parity was given in honor of Laura Douty on the occasion of her 40th service 
anniversary. Left to right, Beata Merz, Bernice Mueller, Eva Kapke, Thad Cone, Miss Douty, 
John McKinzie, George Miers and Lydia Kriegshauser. 


Service Pin Presentations 


T IS indeed a rare occasion when 

the 40 or 45-year service em- 
blems may be presented. Few em- 
ployees are qualified to entertain 
the hope of finally attaining those 
coveted honors. Until last month, 
12 employees wore the 40-year pin. 
Two employees, Frank Woods and 
F, E. Behm, and four pensioners, 
Chas. Nevin, Chas. Albers, B. R. 
Overcash and E. A. Rosker wear 
the 45 year emblem. Thus the 
September entrance of Laura 
Douty into the 40-year class and 
the graduation of Eddie Cummings 
into the 45-year body were ob- 
served with a bit more than the 
usual ceremonies. 

Forty years of continuous service 
at a single exchange is the unique 
record of Laura Douty, cashier at 
Seward, who reached this anniver- 
sary September 1. It is probable 
that the event would have been 
overlooked by Laura. She was 
casually concerned with putting in 
another very regular day at her job. 
By a ruse she was enticed, at noon, 


wie ba 


Cc. E. Cummings, right, receives his 45 year 
service emblem from Chief Engineer C,. C. 
Donley as Ed Dulin observes the ceremony. 


to Frieda’s Tea Room, where she 
was both surprised and mystified 
to find herself seated at the head 
of the table. Not until J. A. Mc- 
Kinzie, district manager, presented 
her with her service pin did she 
realize that she had entered into 
the select circle of 40-year em- 
ployees. So far as the ladies are 
concerned, it is an ultra select 
group, for Miss Douty becomes the 
only active employee of the fair 
sex to wear the pin at the present 
time. 

C. £. Cummings was presented 
with the 45-year service emblem by 
C. C. Donley, chief engineer in a 
gathering of a score or more of de- 
partmental workers and intimate 
friends. Eddie dates back to the 
days of the Nebraska Bell and was 
a very young man when he got a 
job with that organization as 
troubleman at Beatrice on Septem- 
ber 16, 1905. In 1910 he came to 
ancoln to work as tester, and after 
the consolidation, was made head 
of the switchboard department. He 
went to Hastings in 1917 as district 
inspector and returned to Lincoln 
as chief switchboard installer in 
1921. He was appointed chief 
switchman in 1932 and in January, 
1949, became a senior engineer. 


The forty year service emblem is presented 
to Laura Douty by District Manager John 
McKinzie. 


Radio Relay Reaches Omaha 


A NEW superhighway of communica- 

tion reached Nebraska September 
30 when the Bell System network of 
microwave relay towers between Omaha 
and Chicago was placed in service. This 
connects with the radio relay system 
between Chicago and New York which 
went into operation September 1. 


Capable of carrying hundreds of 
telephone conversations and _ several 
television programs, the new system 
will augment existing coaxial cable 
routes to the midwest, strengthening 
one of the most important backbone 
routes in the nation’s network of com- 
munications. The completion of the 
Omaha-Chicago link brought television 
network programs to Omaha TV sta- 
tions for the first time. 


Art Smith In Accident 


A. B. Smith’s vacation had an un- 
happy ending as a result of a highway 
accident September 21, near Woodburn, 
Oregon. Art’s car overturned and he 
was taken to a Woodburn hospital with 
three broken ribs and a fractured skull. 
He returned to his home in Lincoln 
October 6 and we are glad to report that 
he is getting along fine and expects to 
be back on the job late this month. 


Friends of Eddie Cummings on hand for the presentation, left to right, Ed Brehm, A. O. 
Andrews, Vic Musselman, Max Walker, B. A. Isaman, Roy Carlson, J. L. Lyne, Hugo Staley, 
Ed Cummings, I. J. Devoe, Guy Seaton, Howard Smith, C. C. Donley, Roger Ghormley, Harlan 
Cane, Ed Dulin, Paul Henson, Bob Wohlberg, Ken Versaw and L. G. Saunders. 
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Service Birthdays 
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F. E. Behm A. S. Keckler 
Lincoln Lincoln 
50 Years 40 Years 


Fifty Years 
F. E. Behm, Lincoln. 


Forty-Three Years 
J. M. Abrams, Seward. 


Forty-IT'wo Years 
D. C. Wilson, Hastings. 


Forty-One Years 
R. H. Ojers, Nebraska City. 


Forty Years 
A. S. Keckler, Lincoln. 


Thirty-Eight Years 

K. B. Cary, Lincoln; J. C. Gear, Fairbury. 
Thirty-Five Years 

I. W. Halverstadt, Tecumseh. 
Thirty-Four Years 

A. T. Albers, Lincoln. 
Thirty-Two Years 

Rose A. Riggs, Lincoln. 
Thirty-One Years 

R. L. Dalton, H. M. Miller, Lincoln. 

Thirty Years 
W. C. Stewart, Lincoln; Maude P. Willey, 


Beatrice. 
Twenty-Eight Years 


F. P. Darnold, Lincoln. 
Twenty-Four Years 

A. W. Holcomb, Lincoln. 
Twenty-Three Years 

Jessie Van Trump, Hastings. 
Twenty-Iwo Years 

W. J. McDowell, LeRoy Schlentz, Flo- 


rence Tatman, Lincoln. 
Twenty-One Years 
H. D. Ash, Weeping Water. 
Eighteen Years 
L. P. Livingston, Lincoln. 
Seventeen Years 
Marcia V. Watson, Lincoln. 
Sixteen Years 


B. D. Pattison, Lincoln. 


I. W. Halverstadt 
Tecumseh 
35 Years 


B. A. Isaman 
Lincoln 
15 Years 


W. W. Eden 
Lincoln 
15 Years 


Fifteen Years 
\W. W. Eden, B. A. Isaman, Lincoln. 
Fourteen Years 
T. B. Hedges, Hastings; G. A. Wasson, 
Lincoln. 
Thirteen Years 
Genevieve M. Griffin, Lincoln. 
Nine Years 


Velma Abker, Nebraska City; R. E. Con- 
nors, Lincoln; Amy L. Dixon, Weeping 
Water; Lela Watson, Beatrice. 

Eight Years 

Mary H. Bartyzelle, Nebraska City; E. G. 
Brehm, Ruth M. Clark, Viola M. Fischer, 
Donavin Frankforter, S. K. Lawrence, Rob- 
ert Wohlberg, Lincoln; Lauretta D. Ein- 
spahr, Hastings; W. H. Husing, Sterling: 
L. E. Vosika, Wilber. 

Seven Years 


Leona Geseking, Tamora; L. D. Rauch, 
J. A. Schellenberg, Lincoln. 
Six Years 
Virginia H. Anderson, A. W. Berglund, 
H. K. Pierson, Lincoln; Lura E. Blackman, 
Ashland; Betty L. Johnson, Nebraska City; 
Bernice R. Mueller, Seward; Myrtle M. 
Smith, Carleton; Leora Weyand, David City. 
Five Years 
B. F. Anderson, M. R.. Koch, 
mouth; Helen M. Arnold, C. F. 
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Platts- 


Schleufer, 


W. C. Stewart 


Maude P. Willey 
Beatrice 
30 Years 


Lincoln 
30 Years 


Hastings: Jack Billings, Ella DaMoude, P. J. 
Eisenbarth, Ruby Hahn, Lincoln; Edna 
Closs, Wymore; Vivian Dee, David City; 
Clara Heinz, Sutton; C. A. Salisbury, Clay 
Center. 


Benefit Claims Paid 


MNHE following claims were paid by 

the Telephone Employees Mutual 
Benefit Association during the month of 
September: 


Primary members: E. C. Schrank, Service, 
$15.00; W. E. Macdonald, Beatrice Pen- 
sioner, $64.50; J. C. Gear, Fairbury Plant, 
$20.00; Lillian Bader, Nebraska City Traffic, 
$5.00. 


Dependents: Mrs. L. M. Miller, Wilber, 
$222.75; Robert Hart, Lincoln, $41.62; Marlene 
Wait, Lincoln, $44.78; Mrs. O. A. Nelson, 
Lincoln, $115.20; Mrs. H. F. Kempf, Lincoln, 
$135.75; Mrs. M. J. Brandt, Beatrice, $42.75; 
Edwin Wait, Lincoln, $11.25; Mrs. E. L. Mar- 
tin, Lincoln, $54.00; Dennis K. Christensen, 
Lincoln, $11.25; Jerry Smith, Lincoln, $9.75; 
Mrs. H. E. Jenkins, Lincoln, $80.44. 


JOURNEY’S END 


Mrs. Lena Pickard, mother of Helen 
Pickard of the Accounting Department 
passed away at Lincoln on September 5. 
Funeral services were held September 7 in 
Lincoln. 

Oscar Knudson, father of Harry Knudson, 
Service Department, and Walter Knudson, 
Shop, passed away September 21 in Beaver 
Crossing. Funeral services were held on 
September 24 in Beaver Crossing. 


BLESSED EVENTS 


David Eugene Merrill is the new addition 
to the Richard Merrill household. Mrs. 
Merrill, the former Ruth Marrow is a_ for: 
mer member of the Supply Department and 
Papa Dick is a member of the Lincoln Serv 
ice Department. 


Barbera Churchill, general plant office, 
atextreme left, is feted by members of 
the California branch of the family at 


| Griffith Park, Los Angeles. 
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Evelyn Soukup, David City traffic 
betweentwofriendsona =F 
| protruding ledge at Lookout Mount- | 
| ain, Tennessee. The trees are hundreds 
| of feet below them. 
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* Ferne Wilger, York traffic, is proud 


Gary Foster, son of G.A.Foster,construction 
| department, is awed by the Yellowstone rapids. 
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On the bicycle built for 
| twoare chief operators 
| Lela Watson, Beatrice and 
| Edna Pflughau 


ral plant 


Mary Ormand, Lincoln 
traffic was a busy person 
entertaining her nephew 
Tommy, from Chicago. 
- 
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Lois MeCord and Fi leen Anbert, Fairbury 
meet the last of the Mohegans in the 
Garden of the Gods, Colorado. 


Little Joanie, daughter a yi } \ | BO 
of Rollie Winders, supply flenriGoracke,of | “aq gre mS 


Foster himself, surrounded — 
by the landscape of Yellowstone.. | 


’ Sth sekeee sd 


Reumseh ,caugita |» +, | “Syede" 
, 20° Northern Pike =e 
atLake Okoboji... 


GEE LRT AES LILO te IFES CTD EN Lee ODDIE, 


office, stole the scene 
from the geysers af | 
Yellowstone Natl.fark | 


«CRONIN AT tbonins oer aig Tht tntpinepsectererns Sicdtetiene * 
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of her genuine Lake Okoboji suntan 


~ | of Carlota and Maximilan-Mexico City.. 


_ TB.Chinnock roughing it on the 
Gallatin Range near Yellowstone. 


“ a. 


Shitley and Dick Bauer, 


accounting aad 
Lincoln plant depts., respectively, on 
| the Trail Ridge Road. Rocky Mountain 
| Nationalfark.. .. 


ORK RR ncn ~ A RANEY 


Accounting deartnens Eunice Zr, 
Doris Glock and Ruby Hahn at the palace 
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Ayie Brouslough, Waco, fished 
| the mountain streams of the Black 


Hills and Yellowstone .. Net profit: 
| 17 Rainbow Trout: 


| Jessie Van Trump, Hastings Traffic, | 
[tthe ChiF House, San Francisco. 


Acting Skipper of the good ship Panacea an 
| onthe Californie coast ig Davenporté 
| chief operator, Margaret Lautenschlager 
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big Chief Perry Caldwell, gen'. plant, > Se oN. 
| and a shy little Indian maid, taken fa eee doce ek NS 
| af Estes Park. Yes, the headdress is pe fe oe cigvie on 4 
| tohelp keep hie wig warm. | Oa Trembiing suspension bridge 200 | 
saath ih oon | feet above the Snake River in Idaho. 
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pe amen eee {ian Wheatcraft, plant 
ae dept Friend and Mrs. W. 
| found the fishing good 
at Otter Tail Lake, Minn. 


tes ETT COT an irene be he hacen mentee: - 


| 2: Butjustin case: they took along a well 
Norfolk, promised their aunts, Beata filled picnic basket, which was enjoyed by 
and Martha Merz, Seward, a fish fry-- all.. Ta-ha-zouka Park Norfolk, Nebr. 
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1: Billy and Mary Lynn Mach muller, of | 
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Lila Hendrickson of the Geneva Traffic 
Department and Rowen Kempf of Shickley 
were married August 6 in the Methodist 
Church in Shickley. Mrs. Kempf has re- 
signed her position and the couple will 
reside on a farm near Shickley. 


Eva Belle Ross and Lloyd Dragroo were 
married in Grand Island on August 18. Mrs. 
Dragroo will continue her work in the Hast- 
ings Traffic Department and the couple will 
reside in Hastings. 


Richard L. Eno, warehouseman in the 
Supply Department, and Betty Russell of 
Lincoln were married September 2 at the 
Grace Lutheran Church in Lincoln. 


The marriage of Carl Franzen, combina- 
tionman at Pawnee City, and Delores Woer- 
len of Johnson, was solemnized on Septem- 
ber 10 at the Zion Lutheran Church in 
Johnson. 


Marjorie Jean Beckmann of the Auburn 
Commercial Department became the bride 
of Roger Wilhelms of Auburn on September 
10. The ceremony was performed at the 
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church south of John- 


son. Mrs. Wilhelms will continue her work. 


Betty Reinsch of the Lincoln Business 
Office and Merle A. Lohmeier were united 
in marriage at St. Mary’s Parish in Shickley 
on September 13. Mrs. Lohmeier is con- 
tinuing her work. 


St. Mary’s Cathedral in Lincoln was the 
scene of the September 23 wedding of Jane 
Spohn of the Accounting Department and 
Howard Rudolph. Mrs. Rudolph has dis- 


continued her work. 


Barbara Benson, operator at Lincoln, and 
Walter Hickey were united in marriage on 
September 24 at the Methodist Church in 
Sterling. The couple will reside in Tecum- 
seh. 


The Trinity Lutheran Church in Blue Hill 
was the scene of the recent wedding of 
Colleen Kort and Elmer Hohlen. They will 
reside in Hastings and Mrs. Hohlen will 
continue her work in the Hastings Traffic 
Department. 


The marriage of Myrtle M. Smith and 
Jay Pugsley, both retired employees at Lin- 
coln, was solemnized on October 1 in Hast- 
ings. The couple will reside in Lincoln. 


Jean May McGough and Leland Ware 
were married at Sterling on August 18. 
They will make their home in Lincoln. 


Leland is a member of the Construction De- 
partment. 


The Methodist Church in David City was 
the scene of the marriage of Herman Han- 
sen of the David City Plant Department 


and Jean Martin. The ceremony was per- 
formed on September 24. 


Agnes Maag and John Mohr were united 
in marriage at Columbus on August 21. John 
is a member of the Construction Depart- 
ment. They will make their home at Co- 
lumbus. | 


Driver on crowded bus: “Kindly 
shove each other to the rear of the 
bus, please.” 


For Sale 


Hand made bed spread with ap- 
pliqued pattern in continuous design. 
Also 1847 Rogers silver plate dinner 
ware, service for 8 in Ambassador pat- 
tern, with chest. 


Alvina R. Miller, accounting depart- 
ment, Lincoln. 1035 South 14th Street. 
Telephone 5-9023. 
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Let 5 Get Acquainted 
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The following list of new employees is published as a gesture of friendly 
welcome and to help them get acquainted. We hope that they will enjoy their 
new occupation as well as the many fine associations that go with it. 


Name Position Exchange Date Employed 
Accounting . 
lrene 1), BOUMBH scores cca Machine Operator............ LSCO lls eenieya Nesasieos September 5 
Commercial 
Mary Li. DOW CE cs nsassacantrcsanace 9 (6 | ce een ene PGT vicerscenacisincewcseaias September 9 
Shirley A. Jackson.........0000....... SES 9 | eee a RCE ee |B (are |: ene September 14 
Beverly Ni. Jenseniccc-..2.. 6S ga ee a en AIL DAWCOMI aceite tengo September 18 
Plant 
lobn Dittenbetn.. eens, Warehouseman...............--- [Fira 2] 1) Senne eee September 13 
]. W.. Landenberger......cicceccs Groundman...............--..----. 5S ssc an oe te eee September 6 
Bop le ra ea sion heal cacien DrGund man 3 io. Pastin@si.csisisscideweas September 26 
[Se scl (2 een RE DD CSEOUM GINA Tse Seoccocsess enlace, Prien ocncatvesevieccnennpemetanes September 25 
| ae OR «440 0 oe enn oe VATS Epcot ccs deve cinie tinged PAA CO Discinesaiitesacscscaeueds September 6 
Mildred. RODGE xsesscacecstosvsisears 1 E00 2 (2. acne ee er er 5 3 1110) 4 Reena ne epee atem September 1 
SP CR Ip 69 <1 a Groundman.......-...22.-20-.200-. EAC tl scensowesdenncarceandeees September 18 
ON 5 Ns VEN he bccteneecetec datas. | F800) ee ee ee Pawnee City................. September 28 
Traffic 

SSHICIES ACCS scnsarieaadeelels asia! O peratoriccicc.cocceedicccsccdenecce Agi atid cicccciu icteric September 5 
Marcelene Behrends................. Bric: 10) a es PAT DUP fhovscetecdavecnecbicmiecss September 25 
Della M. Bredenkamp.............. CDG TAE OE ajesncssiacecvocecsdadooves MV Bi ede Accs suc eeacts September 18 
Evelyn Breinetccnvescsscicieess MV BE TAEO Ea caiccscdutcvvavcnceooiuicws 1 Vere) |: ee eC ems September 25 
Jacqueline Crook........2000.00.0.0... cls g:1 1 5) ee TAH COE eicseica omecsucovnsesctcee September 5 
Platine DVB Pay iowccicccrsaurectsl cay Ch SP at iaseciacdidesec ie ocecoe vest TACO 3 heehee scence September 25 
Geraldine A. Fujan...........0...... ats ¢:1 is) eee er enn Wy AOU a pukecseaioeloed September 19 
PNET YES: Bi AMMAN sea iene, Op oy ent Cn eens iets) ee September 18 
PO SENS Tami Sh: iecawvetesepenihe OD POT AO Riis ccecsdvccivedesccnecs cee | 28 | ee eer ee September 29 
Vera M. Herman..................... ROT AEG Ei we aves ccecndchccwen, DCG ickcsiancec eoesane September 18 
Bolorves [i TOV e.ccckcoutsctvaccenss (IGT ACOL ic cie etch cnsnntedetensals Nebraska City.............. September 8 
Barbara. JonnsOtiecccccjececaccus yell e: irc) a rea errr LA CO UT we csasinvs vadinncncdeec September 18 
Taeel: RACH ey sovssesietwecsecdeiceels Boy c:1 ie; ere LAGGO Missiacstwvctieck ices September 5 
Laureen L. Kielsmeier.............. CD PORAGO F265 ve ncetervccecchdecnens 1 ol September 11 
| a bc) ee rE OO peraler.ccie ie es Nebraska City.............. September 22 
Dorothy Kleemeyer.................. Bela | ee ae Y Pee oka ecu hegdes September 4 
Darlene Kouma.cic.cccc cc cessesnas. Oj ol 5.1: 5) Se ee! David: Gityecccssnense: September 25 
Mary E. Maclay iene ssk. 0/1: cs See eee ne DRC Aoi ectn cosas: September 5 
Edna A. Mahloch.................... CDP SPAEO Moo ois iceerecstccvccevece Beatrice.......ce2cecece0e- ..---september 11 
Dorothy R. Mathias................ G55)-5 cs ean ND BO AHiICe oles September 25 
Doris D. Miller..............0000002... 56:10) ee ee UB Tiree) ¢: oo ree eS aR September 11 
Donna BR. Pelatincuccn caus RSP ETATOR oarhie ice eaccconeas |B RG (se ©: |, eee September 19 
Anastasia B. Schuelke.............. SCR RCO c dew coscancboats Litp eG litivi cg octcccdaceasncnen September 18 
Leis: (S, -Sey Wert. ccecisacnescinece A PCa bOT arse cei Stees Nebraska City.....0...-..-. September 1 
Naomi J. Simmerman.............. RP OTOL tee. cde atest EAM CON a esecnesesnoetmmcavaveecs September 11 
Ny. Jo.“ S etd ell ec: ccccckcnvancsoste ues 3 iof5 ¢: 2) (ee eee ene en PARCO) fiscsceisterrenescesieten, September 25 
Virginia L. Wegner........ een Bol 5 7:1) See i ee LTR OGI 20k oats cates September 11 
Didtiey ip. We NbO Mc pevtyckstanenueed PETROS ocasercsdanveisadisens PUD avaxcosteaaas September 5 
Birding JL... Zabel ccc.ccstecosstoes CD POV ALOT sia cnece icles tries oes AEC OUs Avchvisceveccesguaineess September 11 
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Eastern District 


Barbara Churchill, Associate Editor 
District Office 


Ed Piper reports that he did a lot of 
driving on his vacation. Ed drove to Seattle 
and along the coast to San Francisco. Sounds 
as if he had a wonderful vacation. 
Your editor and husband are driving a ’50 
Ford. . .. Mr. McKinzie spent a week of 
his vacation visiting his son and family in 


Iowa. 
David City Area 


Lineah Johnson, Correspondent 


Mr. and Mrs. Ben Docekal enjoyed a 
three week vacation this past month. Ac- 
companied by their son and daughter, they 
took an auto trip through Minnesota, the 
Dakotas, and Wisconsin, returning home by 
way of Iowa. . . . Herm Hansen took time 
off from his wedding preparations to or- 
ganize a “Little German Band,” with Herm 
himself on the trombone. Just for fun, 
one Saturday night they played on the 
downtown streets and in several business 
places. They were given treats at the City 
Cafe, but best of all were invited to play 
two engagements at the Butler County Fair. 

. Vacations are still the order of the day. 
Vivian Dee is just loafing and doing “a 
little visiting.” ... Eve Dunning and family 
spent a wonderful vacation in Denver, Colo- 
rado Springs, and Idaho Springs. ‘ 
Merna Stewart is back after spending a 
week with home folks at Friend. ... Camilla 
Selzer is happily lazying her vacation away 
with her sister at Columbus. . . . Donna 
Wilson has been on the sick list but ex- 
pects to be back soon. . . . Lois Conrad 
“landed that guy” and is sporting a diamond. 
Kidding aside Lois, LUCK and best wishes. 


Nebraska City Area 
Iona Pieper, Correspondent 

The talk of the Telephone Office is still 
vacations. . . . Marguerite Lockhart spent 
her vacation in Omaha... . Louann Engel- 
brecht buzzed around taking in all the 
Fairs and also helped her Mother at home. 

. Helen Wenninghoff enjoyed her vaca- 
tion on the farm and around home. We 
hear she really covered the miles with that 
green demon she drives. . . . Chet Byard 
was really ambitious. He fixed up his yard 
and finished building his outdoor fireplace 
during his vacation. . . . Norma Dettmer 
end husband spent the weekend at Lake 
Okoboji, but still have their vacation to 


Sophia Windels is 
vacationing now, cleaning house. . . . We 
were glad to see Mrs. Donald Jacobson, an 
ex-operator, who dropped in to visit us. 


look forward to. 


General Offices and 


Central District 
Accounting Department 


Gloria Zier, Associate Editor 


Our lucky vacationers this month are: 
Irene Stolz and husband who journeyed to 
various parts of Colorado. ... Clara Jones 
who spent most of her time visiting in New 
York. She also stopped off in Chicago to 
see her dad. ... Alvina Miller, Viva June 
Siefert and Laura Sires spent their time 
at home just taking it easy. ... Alta Wag- 
ner spent her vacation in the “Ozarks.” ... 
Rose Riggs is staying at home and enter- 
taining her daughter and family from Dela- 
ware on her vacation. . .. Delores Schmohr 
and husband vacationed in West Virginia. 

; We would like to extend our “Get 
Well Wishes” to Elinore Wunch, who un- 
derwent an operation a few weeks ago. 
Here’s hoping she will be back with us 
soon. . . . Congratulations to Norma Gans, 


a <b 


Iona Pieper of Syracuse had a wonderful 
vacation in the Lake of the Ozarks country 
in Missouri. 
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who is sporting a sparkler on her third 
finger, left hand. No definite plans for 
the future have been made. . . . September 
seems to be a good month for buying cars. 
Irene Stolz and husband have a new Chevro- 
let which they are very proud of. Rose 
Carlson and her husband are driving a new 
Dodge “Coronet.” Bob Ross has a 1947 
Studebaker “Champion” (we believe). Bob 
wouldn’t give with any details. . A nice 
time was had by a group of the girls who 
attended the wedding dance of the former 
Jane Spohn, which was held at the “Sun- 
set,’ on September 23. . . . The Bosharts 
were hosts to a group of fellow employees 
and their wives at South Bend. They had 
a hamburger fry and the evening was spent 
informally. 


Commercial Department 


Lincoln Business Office 
Ruth Younger, Associate Editor 


Waunda McDowell has had trouble with 
her tonsils. Finally, she had them removed 
and is now feeling fine again. . . . Joleen 
Jensen had one of those wonderful inven- 
tions, a vacation, and had a very nice time 
visiting friends in Cordova. Verna Alexan- 
der vacationed at home and also spent some 
time in Omaha. C. A. Eggerss vacationed 
at home but he was very unhappy with the 
weather. It rained most of the time and 
he didn’t get to play much golf. . . . Quite 
a few people used the long Labor Day 
week-end to visit friends and relatives. Alex 
Geist and his family spent the week-end 
in Denver. Helen Johnson visited the 
Ozarks and Kansas City. Phyllis Otte visited 
relatives in Yuma, Colorado. How were the 
snakes, Phil? Bill Quinn and his wife visited 
in Colorado also. . . . Bill Morris, pardon 
us, Capt. Bill Morris and Bill Quinn have 
a secret pact. Bill Morris promised Bill 
Quinn that he would save some of the 
easiest work in Korea for him. 


General Office 
Ruth Clark, Associate Editor 


We all miss Mr. Hale, who is taking a 
three months course in advanced manage- 
ment at Harvard University. He will be 
back with us in December. From letters 
received from him, we know that he is 
working hard and enjoying his experience. 

. . Kathryn Portsche is taking an extended 
trip East and South for three weeks. To 
start their vacation off right, they went to 


John Fischer and Ken Lawson of Lincoln 
had very good luck fishing at Mann Lake, 
Wisconsin, as this catch of crappie John is 
holding will show. 


Minneapolis to witness the Nebraska-Min- 
nesota game We know they really got 
a thrill seeing Nebraska win. ... Joan 
Moorberg spent an enjoyable week in Chi- 
cago visiting her sister and family. i 
“Yours Truly” flew to Little Rock, Arkansas, 
last month to visit Willie Hamilton, a 
former member of our Department, and re- 
turned through the Ozarks by way of Salina, 
Kansas to see Arlene Rollins Bassett. an- 
other ex-General Commercial employee. 


Construction Department 


Shirley Hess, Associate Editor 

We'll open our column by issuing a 
hearty welcome to “Brick”? Smith. He re- 
ported back to work October 2nd. We are 
certainly glad to have him back and to see 
him looking so well. We would like 
to report that Cecil Semple, who has been 
off sick for some time, is making good 
progress and we hope he’s feeling much 
better. Our sick list is rather long this 
month—Francis Lewis and Henry Kreifels 
have been off several weeks too—hope they 
are making progress and will be back at 
work soon. ... Lyle Piper and crew have 
been on vacation but as yet we haven’t 
had a single report from any of them. Mr. 
Schmeltzer took his vacation in July and 
planned to get a lot of fishing done—when 
it rained for two solid weeks he came back 
to work a week early and decided to save 
one week till later when he could get some 
fishing done. He took that last week in 
September and wouldn't you know that 
it would turn out to be too cold for the 
fish. So don’t ask him how the fishing 
was. ... We think all the bowling fans in 


the Construction Department spent most of 
their spare time trying to convince Art 
Holcomb that he should bowl this year but 
no luck. Finally he did consent to roll one 
mght as a substitute and he made the 
mistake of taking his daughter, Lynn, along 
with him. She took a great liking to the 
game and has convinced Daddy that they 
should do that more often—Art is now 
signed up as a regular. Bob Clifford, Cap- 
tain of the Construction team, is particu- 
larly grateful to Lynn. . . . Several weeks 
ago Art Holcomb and Mr. Schmeltzer went 
out to Hastings to spend a few days. Art 
volunteered to put the “boss’” suitcase 
in the car along with his own. On the 
way to the car he stopped in the warehouse 
to pick up some things and it wasn’t till 
they got out of the car and were about to 
enter the hotel in Hastings that it suddenly 
dawned on Art—the suitcases were setting 
in the warehouse in Lincoln. Mr. Schmeltzer 
will never let Art live this one down. 


Engineering Department 
Frances Koontz, Associate Editor 


The youngest looking fellow in the de- 
partment, Ed Cummings, was presented with 
a forty-five year service pin. All the rest 
of the boys are now trying to find out 
which Fountain of Youth he is drinking out 
of. ... We were happy to hear from Gerry 
Morris even though it was a short note. He 
reports that the Army so far has been keep- 
ing him very busy. A few vacations 
are still going on. Vic Musselman is spend- 
ing one week at home. Andy Andrews is 
fishing in Minnesota. ... Mr. Cane is in- 
terested in the weather reports and the 
price of corn and wheat. He is in the 
Gentlemen farming business again. 


Service Department, Lincoln 
Dorothy Miller, Associate Editor 


Most of the news from the Service Depart- 
ment this month concerns those lucky peo- 
ple who have been vacationing. A. L. Dough- 
erty and his wife made a trip to California 
and visited relatives. Ali reports that it’s 
a very unwise thing to turn your back on 
an ocean breaker and a good way to get a 
“large drink” of ocean water. On the re- 
turn trip they stopped in Salt Lake City 
and toured the surrounding country. E 
W. M. Perrin and his family went to South 
Dakota to visit relatives for a week and he 
spent the rest of his time working. 
Wayne Berkland and his wife made a trip 
down through the Ozarks and report a fine 
time and some well earned rest. ...C. H. 
Bottorff and his family traveled to Colo- 
rado and visited all the spots of interest 
along the way. ... V. B. Hutchison and his 
family made a trip through South Dakota, 
Wyoming and northwestern Nebraska... . 
Warren Shuck and his wife gave their new 
car a good work-out and traveled through 
South Dakota and Minnesota. . . . Howard 
Stroup spent his vacation in Minnesota as 
his wife was going through Mayo Clinic. 
We are glad to report Mrs. Stroup is feeling 
much better. ... R. R. Schweitzer reports 


Ladies of leisure during their vacations at 
home in Syracuse are Mavis Eisenbauer and 
Helen Wenninghofé. 


... Mrs. Hugo Staley, who has been sick 
for the last few weeks is now on the road 
to recovery. We are certainly happy to 
hear this. . Eugene Schrank has been 
absent from work for several weeks trying 
to build himself up some fight against a 
virus blood infection. He reports that he is 
feeling better. . . . John Findley spent a 
pleasant vacation in Arkansas visiting rela- 
tives and fishing. . . . John Shipp spent 
part of his vacation giving his house the 
‘new look.” The rest of his vacation was 
spent in other parts of Nebraska visiting 
relatives. Frank Kuchera spent an 
enjoyable vacation touring through the Black 
Hills, Wyoming and Colorado. He also had 
the pleasure of going deer hunting but 
came back with the usual saying “Didn’t 
hit any.” While in Colorado Springs he 
saw Bob Waller, a former L. T. & T. Co. 
employee. Robert Merrill spent his 
vacation at home getting acquainted with 
his new son. . Another vacationer was 
R. M. Green. 


Supply Department 
By Delores Oberg 


Some vacations this summer proved to 
be very interesting, such as John Moore’s 
trip to the East Coast. One of the spots 
John visited was Atlantic City, New Jersey 
which turned out to be the center of at- 
traction. It seems that about the time 
John was passing through, the ‘Miss Ameri- 
ca” bathing beauty contest was in progress. 
John commented that he had a very en- 
joyable trip. . . . During his California va- 
cation Milton Royce took a 2-day fishing 
trip about 30 miles out on the ocean. Milton 
said that it was very enjoyable as long as 
he was in sight of the shore. Sort of rough 
cut that a-way!!! One of our newly- 
weds, Richard Eno, is sporting a new two- 
tone green Mercury car. One of our 
office girls, namely Mary Eis is trying to 
confuse the P.B.X. operator, so it seems. 
Recently Mary asked the operator for 
“M-31.” Just as she got the numbers re- 
layed to the operator she suddenly came 
back to earth and discovered she had 
given the operator a trailer number instead 
of the correct P.B.X. one!!! ... Elsie Gill 


that he spent his vacation resting at home.visited relatives in Tennessee on her vaca- 
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tion. She also visited in South Dakota.... 
Frank Hendrix spent a couple days of his 
vacation in Iowa visiting relatives. ... Bill 
Rosenthal has just returned from Cali- 
fornia where he attended his daughter’s 
wedding. Charles Hansen has bought 
a home and expects to be moved in by 
next week. This house was formerly occu- 
pied by Harold Ehrlich. ... Kent Eno was 
called upon to serve on the jury for two 
weeks. . . . We are glad to see Frank 
Condos back on his feet again after being 
in the hospital for surgery. . . . Frank 
Blockwitz had quite a time during his va- 
cation. He broke off one of his front teeth. 
After long thought and some suffering he 
decided he had better acquire a new one 
so he had it removed and will soon proudly 
display the new one... . W. T. Haas spent 
his vacation visiting relatives and friends 
in Alhambra, San Diego and other points 
in California. ... Mary Eis visited relatives 
in Moline, Illinois and her brother in Chi- 
cago at the Hines Veterans Hospital. She 
also spent a week at home with her parents 
in Humboldt. L. G. Ellis visited in 
Kansas during part of his vacation. 

Mr. Stacy vacationed in Oklahoma City 
visiting his daughter. His son Howard and 
granddaughter Barbara accompanied Mr. 
and Mrs. Stacy on their way home to New 
Orleans after vacationing in Lincoln. 
Kent Eno and his bachelor pal Andy vaca- 
tioned in the Dakota’s and northern Minne- 
sota. 


Traffic Department 
Lincoln Operating Department 
Mary Ormand, Associate Editor 


Nearly all members of the traffic force 
have had or are enjoying vacations. 
Genevieve Griffin, with her brother enjoyed 
a motorcycle trip to Salt Lake City. ... 
Our congratulations to Sarah Bigsby and 
Maurine Harter, who are among the starry 
eyed gals wearing diamonds. . Mayme 


Carroll, retired chief operator of Shelby 
visited friends here recently, and decided 
to purchase a home in Lincoln. . .. We 
wonder if at some time Ivan Paddock might 
have been a blacksmith. We’re just think- 
ing of the grace with which he held Bernice 
Itzen’s foot the day he was called to re- 


Lake Okoboji was the vacation spot se- 
lected by Norma Jean Dettmer and her 
hubby. They’re from Syracuse. 


move some gum from the sole of her shoe. 
. .. Lillian Schafer and Doris Murphy are 
planning a weekend trip to Denver. . 

Veda Nichols had a frightening encounter 
with a bull snake the other day. Coming 
to work, she saw a snake curled up on the 
sidewalk outside the Company. Yelling for 
help, she ran into the building. One of the 


" janitors came out and killed it. We don’t 


think Veda will forget that experience in a 
long time. . . . Carol Strohm sometimes gets 
her tongue twisted, as in the case when 
spelling a name on a long distance call, 
she said “F as in Sam, and S as in Frank.” 
... Betty Vogelgesang is planning a week- 
end trip to Chicago. Georgia Smith 
and Wilma Wergin spent a week-end in 
Dubuque, Iowa and Wisconsin. ... We can 
really say the supervisors were “all wet” 
one recent evening. Melba Richards, chief 
operator; Georgia Smith, assistant chief 
operator; and the supervisors had a weiner 
roast and hayrack ride. It rained and rained 
on the girls, but failed to dampen their 
spirits and good time. Sarah Flower 
thinks her days are filled with too much of 
the same things, which accounts for getting 
them confused. Friday evening she _ sat 
blithely working her Monday trick at the 
desk. . . . Georgia Smith, assistant chief 
operator, is absent on vacation. . . . Vaca- 
tions are but happy memories to Della Wil- 
cox, who went to California; Mary Ormand, 
the Black Hills; Hazel Nichols, Oklahoma; 
Mildred Hughes, at her home in Milford; 
Barbara Miller, at her home; Dorothea 
Heckman, the Black Hills, Wyoming and 
Colorado; Theresa Peters, Morris, Minne- 
sota; Ruth Straka, the Ozarks; Mable Volpp, 
Oregon; Marjorie Collins, Texas; Ruth Gos- 
lin, Oklahoma; Marie Portsche, Colorado 
and Wichita, Kansas; Bernice Bishop, at 
home; Dorothy Strowser, at home; Hazel 
Prange, at home in Firth; Elizabeth Emry, 
at home in Firth; Charlotte Bartlett, Ogal- 
lala and Denver. ... Melba Richards va- 
cationed at her home in Hastings. . . . The 
serenity of the traffic room was interrupted 
when Arta Sexton accidentally touched off 
the fire alarm one evening. 


General Traffic & Cafeteria 
Goldia Simons, Associate Editor 


First, a run-down on the vacation situa- 
tion: Marcia Watson of the Cafeteria spent 
her vacation at home. From all indications 
we would say the time was well spent. If 
you don’t believe us, just ask to see the 
pictures of her newly decorated living room. 
Marcia also spent some of her time visiting 
with her three sons who were home. 

The month of September found our boss, 
Mr. Young, fishing in Wyoming. Despite 
some bad weather, which did not permit 
too much good fishing, the two weeks period 
was enjoyed. Hunting will be on the agenda 
for that remaining week’s vacation. ... Our 
Miss Markuson spent her vacation in the 
Sunny Land of California. We tried and 
tried to obtain some details but Merlie just 
won’t give forth any information. From 
all that she will not tell us about her pri- 
vate “chauffeur,” we gather it was quite 
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a nice vacation. Lydia Tice of the 
Cafeteria spent her vacation loafing so she 
tells us and spent much time on embroidery 
work. We also notice that some time was 
spent on that new coiffure. ... Vim, Vigor 
and Vitality seem to describe our little 
Mary M. Pohlenz. Mary works at the 
Company eight hours a day; then dashes to 
North Tenth Street and turns on the charm 
for Mother’s customers in the newly opened 
cafe. My, it must be great to have so much 
ambition! . .. We are inclined to believe 
that the old phrase, “A penny for your 
thoughts” is not needed for the dreamy 
look in the eyes of Clarabelle Schroll—we 
know! C.B. will be a Mrs. on November 
11. . . . Irene Combs is on our sick list 
this month. Irene underwent an operation 
at the St. Elizabeth’s Hospital on Sept. 
26th and to date is reported doing very 
well. We hope she will be well and back 
with us in no time at all. Hurry back, 
Irene, we miss you very much... . In the 
past Dick Hobson was given the title of 
“The Meanest Man,” and recently we had 
another confirmation of that title. Poor 
little DiAnn, the comparatively new mem- 
ber at the Hobson house, must have a slight 
case of pneumonia by now as Papa Dick 
has been making use of all the little ar- 
ticles of clothing that were intended for 
DiAnn to wear. One day Dick removed his 
handkerchief from his pocket and shook out 
the folds and you can imagine the look 
of embarrassment on Dick’s face when he 
discovered that he had one of DiAnn’s lacy 
little garments instead of his handkerchief. 
It is definitely something when a father 
will steal the very shirt from his month old 
daughter’s back. Is it not?? 


Southern. District 


Christine Mason, Associate Editor 
Auburn Area 
Colleen Curttright, Correspondent 
Several enjoyed vacations this month— 
Leta Holscher visited her nephew at Pierce, 
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R. H. Gray, newly appointed area manager 
at Seward, and his son, Don, at Treasure 
Island, San Francisco. Mr. and Mrs. Gray 
spent several days with Don, and on the 
return home visited Yosemite Park and 
Los Angeles. 


Nebraska. Darold Shafer visited in South 
Dakota. Other vacationers were Shirley 
Snyder and Joan Norvell. Barbara 
Gillispie visited a week in Hillsboro, Illinois. 
. .. Jean Sanders visited her sister in Lin- 
coln. . . . Monica Lempke attended her 
brother’s wedding at St. Marys, Nebraska. 
.. . Edna Clark’s husband has a new barber 
shop in the new Dreyer Building in Au- 
burn. . . . Ardis Moore’s husband is now 
the operator of the Blu Inn Cafe. ... Bar- 
bara Gillispie and Evelyn Zorn attended 
Marjorie Beckman’s wedding September 10. 
.. . Oakel Butler is the proud owner of a 
new car. ... Marjorie Beckman was given 
several nice showers before her wedding on 
September 10 to Roger Wilhelms. 
Myron Birdsley manages to pull the drawer 
of his desk out on the floor quite often 
with a big bang—congratulations Myron, 
only once this month! ... This has been 
a busy Fair month. The Auburn 4-H Fair 
was enjoyed by everyone. Those attending 
the Nebraska State Fair at Lincoln were 
Shirley Snyder, Mariam Lilly, Ardis Moore, 
and Darold Shafer. Those attending the 
Humboldt Free Fair were Joan Norvell, 
Shirley Snyder, Nancy Wilson, Mariam 
Lilly, Colleen Cuttright, Jack Little, and 
Darold Shafer. ... Every year we have a 
visitor from Beatrice on his way to the 
Sidney Rodeo but this year we were dis- 
appointed as he did not appear. Where 
were you, Harlan??? 


E. L. “Murph” Martin, who recently 
retired from the Lincoln service depart- 
ment, was busier than ever during the 
first weeks of his so-called days of 
leisure. His first official act, after re- 
tirement, was to embark on his first big 
game hunt, a’ la Teddy Roosevelt, and 
trekked the veldt of Old Wyoming in 
quest of the elusive antelope. 

Murph got his trophy, a fine doe, in 
the foothills of the Big Horn Mountains. 
She was one of a herd that came into 
view in single file as they topped a 
small rise in the distant landscape. Each 
one stood silhouetted against the sky 
for an instant as it paused before jump- 
ing into a ravine below. Murph brought 
them nto his scope sight at 250 yards 
and took his choice of the finest one. 
He dropped her with a perfectly placed 
slug just as she was gathering herself 
for the leap. 


Telephone friends of Caroline Lamps and 
Belle Meester of Hastings held a party in 
their honor last month in the recreation room 
of tne Telephone Building on the occasion of 
their retirement. The evening was spent play- 
ing cards and cooties, and gifts were pre- 
sented to Miss Lamps and Mrs. Meester, who 
are pictured above. Arrangements were in 
charge of Marie Pearson, Rosetta Habben and 
Moreane Alidritt. Thanks to Miss Pearson 
for the picture. 


Beatrice Area 
Marcella Will, Marcella O’Bryan, and 


Esther Fritz were vacationing recently. ... 
Lois Maschmeier is the proud possessor of 
a diamond. ... Harlan Gillespie spent his 
vacation working on his new home on East 
Lincoln Street. . . . Donna Wehling vaca- 
tioned “down-on-the-farm” near Hanover, 
Kansas. John Brockmeyer and the 
Missus are out in glorious Colorado breath- 
ing that wonderful mountain air and visit- 
ing with their daughter and son-in-law. 


Fairbury Area 


Florence Herman, Correspondent 


Mrs. Curtis Lindersmith spent her vaca- 
tion at home; and Eileen Aubert spent her 
vacation in Denver and Colorado Springs. 

Beryl Leslie spent her vacation in 
Denver, Estes Park and at the Rocky Moun- 
tain National Park. ... Betty Furry vaca- 
tioned in Fort Scott, Kansas, and the 
Ozarks. While on vacation she helped put 
up hay. ... Velda Schipper spent her va- 
cation in Kansas City, Missouri, and in 
Hebron and Lincoln. The telephone 
girls had a pot luck supper September 12 
in the backyard of the building. 


Tecumseh Area 
Mary Kalin, Correspondent 


Avis Collar, Pawnee City Correspondent 


Clara Costello’s vacation sounds like a 
travelogue. She spent two wonderful weeks 
in Colorado. Some of the more interesting 
places she visited were the Museum of 
Natural History in Denver, the Will Rogers 
Memorial at Colorado Springs and Central 
City, the “Ghost Town with the lost gold 
mine.” Clara says she didn’t see any ghosts 
but she did see “the face on the barroom 
floor” in one of the local taverns. ... An- 
other vacationer was Merl Sherman who 
spent his in various places in Kansas, and 
in Grand Lake, Colorado. Merl is trans- 
ferring to the Lincoln office as a switch- 
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man. . . . Wanda Remmers and Mary 
Kalin and a group of friends had a ham- 
burger feed in the park. The thing they 
enjoyed the most were the huge slices of 
onion with a little hamburger between 
for flavor. . Ted Husing had the mis- 
fortune of getting a broken nose. He said 
a tree limb hit him, but who ever heard 
of a tree striking anyone. We’re betting on 
someone else. Speaking of accidents, 
either the dances are getting rougher or 
Henri Goracke is getting reckless. Anyway 
after attending one, she came to work with 
a sore foot that was all swollen. She tried 
to blame it on a pair of new shoes but we 
know better. Harold Drake’s son, 
Roland, who had been working in our office 
at Hastings, enlisted in the Army Air Force 
and is stationed at Lackland Air Base in 
San Antonio, Texas. Recently while 
Drake was working on a case of trouble, 
he found an egg by the roadside that was 
starting to hatch so he brought it home 
to see what is was going to be. It turned 
out to be a common chicken. . .. Bill 
Eckles decided it was time to get a dif- 
ferent chair so he ordered one to suit his 
personality and had it delivered to the 
office. It was a high-chair! Now he says 
it’s for his son! 


Wilber Area 
Lavina McElroy, Correspondent 


Ethelyn Jones, Chief Operator, Dorches- 
ter, spent a week of her vacation at home 
and visiting in Lincoln. ... James Alldritt, 
Friend, enjoyed a week of his vacation at 
home and spent one day at the Burwell 
Rodeo. ... Mrs. Alice Peters, operator at 
York (formerly chief operator at Friend) 
spent a day of her vacation visiting in 
Friend after returning from the Black Hills. 
... Patricia Ann Golgrove is enjoying her 
two weeks’ vacation at home. 


Western District 


Beatrice Rohrer, Associate Editor 


Geneva Area 


Verna Dankenbring, Correspondent 


Area Manager and Mrs. Charles J. Crew 
returned from a two weeks, fishing trip in 
Minnesota. From all the fish stories we’ve 
heard they must have had pretty good luck. 

Lettie Allgood, Traffic, has returned 
to work after spending a ten days vacation 
in Lincoln and at home. Carol Weis 
spent her vacation in Omaha and at home. 

Maxine Stolzenburg is back on the 
job after a two weeks vacation spent at 
home doing odd jobs she didn’t get finished 
last year... . Chief Operator Helen Ader- 
man vacationed in Illinois. . Those at- 
tending the Family Picnic from Geneva 
were Mr. and Mrs. Crew, Mr. and Mrs. 
Wm. Minich and Mr. and Mrs. Elmer 
Moorhead. . . . Heine Taedter, Plant De- 
partment, Hebron, has been working around 
Sutton and Fairmont helping get ready for 
dial conversions. Ronald Francis and 
Albert Andres, plant, have been working 
near Shelby. Albert just returned from an 
enjoyable vacation spent in Colorado and 
Utah. . . . Esther Wittenberger, Chief 
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Operator at Alexandria, is spending her va- 
cation relaxing around home... . Margaret 
Lautenschlager, Chief Operator at Daven- 
port, returned some time ago from a nice 
vacation in California. Eva Stutz, operator, 
is spending her leisure time near home... 

Mary Ellen Francis, operator at Hebron, is 
proudly displaying a beautiful sparkler on 
her left hand. Best wishes, Mary Ellen. 


Hastings Area 


Jeanne Steele, Correspondent 


Vacations are still pretty much in the 
news here. Miss Pearson spent a week in 
the mountains of Colorado, and the rest of 
the time visiting friends and relatives. .. . 
Audry Ransom and Jerry Paulson spent 
their vacations motoring through the Ozarks. 
_.. A trip to Illinois was enjoyed by Miss 
Habben. ... Jessie Van Trump and Jerry 
Jurgensmeier spent their vacations in Cali- 
fornia. Jerry flew to and from Denver, an 
experience which she enjoyed very much. 

Mrs. Margarett Keller spent part of 
her vacation in Bonesteel, S. D. . . . Miss 
Knipfel went to her home in York, while 
Mrs. Keenan, Mrs. Joynt, Miss Klein, Miss 
Larson, Miss Ross and Mrs. Schumann 
stayed in town. ... A visitor in the office 
this week was Mrs. Charlotte Johnson, a 
former operator, who had accompanied Mrs. 
Keller here from Bonesteel, S. D. . . . Two 
new diamonds have been seen lately. Miss 
Klein plans to be married October 6th, 
while the plans of Miss Frisbe are still in- 
definite. We wish you both a world of 
happiness. 


Superior Area 


Marianne R. Sole, Correspondent 


A new face in the traffic department is 
Fern Roe. ... A bridal shower was given 
for Beth Gilchrist who is to be married 
in the near future to Bill Morris. Beth is 
giving up her work to keep house for Bill. 
... Clarinda Lake is spending her vacation 
visiting with her relatives. . . . Clara 
Chambers and Rose Mary Hiller, Hebron 
Traffic department, visited Gladys Stiers at 
Geneva. Lulu Doher, Traffic depart- 
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NIE SARA aan 


TRANSPLANTED NEBRASKANS—Della Wilcox and Merlie Markuson of Lincoln discov- 
ered that a lot of former L. T. & T. traffic people now live in California. During their 
vacation last month they got together with the group in Los Angeles. You may remember 
some of them. Left to right, back row, Hazel Strubbe Delhausaye; Pearle Shreve; Della 
Wilcox; Charlotte Leiniger; Elma Corbin Taylor; Myra Henderson Bailey; Ada Wymore 
(Underhill); Merlie Markuson. Seated, Bernice Fanning Baldwin and daughter Judy; Beatrice 
Fanning Frost; Doris Mehuron Shuler; Jacolyn Ridnour Knapp; Maxine Lapley and Melva 


Meier Roberson. 


ment, has had her first airplane ride. The 
plane was piloted by her son, Don. She 
reported a very interesting trip over Nelson 
and Superior. .. . Betty Saathoff is flash- 
ing a diamond ring. Best Wishes, Betty. 
... Mr. Frank Kubat, Area Manager, went 
home from work Wednesday evening, drip- 
ping wet and cool as a cucumber. Reason, 
all businessmen are supposed to wear 
Derby hats for the coming Superior cele- 
bration, and those who don’t, well—yjust ask 
Mr. Kubat why he was thrown into a tank 
of cold water. Anyone entering the 
Superior plant department and seeing an 
unfamiliar face, please don’t run or yell. 
It’s just Lloyd “Shrimp” Whitney. He’s 
only growing a beard for the Superior cele- 
bration, and his is longer and blacker than 
anyone’s in town. 


Sutton Area 


Norma Nuss, Correspondent 


Mr. and Mrs. J. H. Mankamyer and 
Kay, and Mr. and Mrs. Fred Adkins, at- 
tended the L. T. & T. Co. family picnic at 
Lincoln. Mr. Mankamyer came back with 
a sprained finger from playing ball, but 
still reported having a wonderful time... . 
Miss Clara Heinz, night operator, Sutton, 
is on her vacation. We all envy her as she 
is visiting in Canada. 


Joyce Neujahr, petite daughter of Elmer 
Neujahr of Syracuse, entertained her daddy 
while he vacationed at home. 
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York-Osceola Area 


Helen Robinson, Corresnondent 


Vacations are in full swing and everyone 
is either anticipating or reminiscing a won- 
derful time. .. . Minnie Sanmann spent her 
vacation down Texas way visiting Maxine 
Pickrel in Austin, and journeying on to 
Corpus Christi. Maxine Pickrel is the for- 
mer Maxine Barrett, an ex-telephone opera- 
tor from York. ...Luree McCarty spent a 
very extensive (and Luree might add ex- 
pensive) vacation visiting many eastern 
cities including Washington, D. GC. She 
went swimming, dancing, and shopping, and 
returned to work looking very refreshed. 
. . . Jolene Newlun vacationed visiting her 
home town, Aurora, and also Grand Island. 
She reported an enjoyable time, and know- 
ing Jo, we feel sure she had it. ... Our 
Chief Operator, Mrs. Pflughaupt, is taking 
a week’s vacation to prepare for her oldest 
daughter’s wedding. We know she will be 


busy. . . . Alice Cotner took a trip to Colo- 
rado and Illinois. She reports having had 
a wonderful time. .. . Malinda Stuhr went 


to New York City and visited Coney Island 
and many other interesting sights. Then 
she went to Pennsylvania and flew home. 
That is what I’d call a nice vacation. ... 
Darolyn Oberg spent her vacation at home. 
... Velma Lutz cleared a circuit to Sioux 
City, Iowa, with this phrase, “Clear to 
Sioux City Sue.” Rather musical for an 
operator! Dixie Blake, cashier, spent 
her vacation visiting relatives and friends 
in Missouri and Nebraska. We wonder how 
Dixie is spending her evenings now that 
the Air Corps has taken her one and only 
to Texas. ... George Mehuron, Wire Chief, 
and Virgil Hayes of the Plant Department, 
have been on vacation during the past 
month. 


Phullis Otte, Lincoln commercial, 
had the bottom drop out of her 
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4 find no place for the can of coffee. 
She had to kick tt the rest of 
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WANT To BUY RE YOU SHOULD BUY A MEMORY. = 
A PAIR OF $4 COURSE. | JUST SOLD You A 4 Dt 
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GLASSES. 
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GERALDINE HIRSH  FAIRBURE, WORE A NEW PAIR OF GLASSES 
OUT OF THE DOC'S OFFICE, WALKED NO MORE THAN TEN FEET 
AND FELL OFF THE CURB-BREAKING THE LENSES. . .POOR 
GERALDINE HAD To RETRACE HER STEPS AND ORDER 
ANOTHER PAIR. 


CHRIS- | SAID To STAND 2 
AT ATTENTION ! Y; 
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THE CHAIN ON 
DICK HANSEN WAS ON HIS WAY To ¢) A VICIOUS DOG-AND WAS FORCED To INTERRUPT 
CHURCH ONE SUNDAY MORNING, ALL ft BACK YARD VISIT WITH A SUBSCRIBER To f 
DRESSED UP IN HIS NEW BROWN SUIT AND ae MAKE A FAST EXIT OVER A HIGH BOARD FENCE. 


= 


(eg Ay CARRYING HI5 BIBLE. HE PASSED UNDER 
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LEE . oni HE EASED HIS MIND BY TELLING THE BLACKBIRDS | | 19 NOW KNOWN AS "HURRICANE SF cay 
anl OFF IN VERY SALTY LANGUAGE . HALEN ON RECENT eS 
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HE FORTITUDE OF WOMANKIND 
was BRAVELY DEMONSTRATED 
BY OAKEL BUTLER, AUBURN. 
THE PLASTIC FRAMES OF 


AT EACH DESTINATION WITH 

JHE FIRST GUSTS OF RECORD __ 
“TROPICAL WIND STORMS. 

THE WEATHER BUREAU 19 
DEFINITELY INTERESTED IN 

THE PHENOMENON . 


SIZE 42 UNIFORM. HE LOOKS WELL IN A SIZE 36..., LATER, 
WHILE AL BEHM WAS DRILLING THE NEW L-4T. RECRUITS, HE 
CALLED “ATTENTION” SEEING CHRIS STILL DROOPING BADLY 
AL SINGLED HIM OUT FOR SPECIAL CENSURE- AND CHRIS’S 
REPLY 185 ALREADY BECOME Al CAMP GORDON CLASSIC... 


ONE OF THE GIRLS IN THE 
GENERAL TRAFFIC DEPT. 
NOTICED DICK HOBSON 
WIPING HIS BROW ON 
A STRANGELY SHAPED 
HANDKERCHIEF. . .. 
INVESTIGATION REVEALED IT 
JO BEA LITILE DRESS 
"<7 BELONGING TO HIS 
eC NEW DAUGHTER DIAN 
JoN DICK HAD ABSENTMINDEDLY 
VSSQ THRUST IT INTO HIS POCKET 
[| \\%7 WHEN HE REMOVED IT 
\SY TIE NIGHT BEFORE . 


BEGAN TO FALL. .VIC MUSSELMAN SAW HER PLIGHT, DASHED TO THE 
SPOT AND CHUGHT HER A5 SHE WAS ABOUT TO CRASH To THE FLOOR . 
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HOLY SMOKE-I LEFT THE | 
GRIPS IN LINCOLN ! 


¥ IN ADVANCE 
IF YOU DO NoT 


UNLUCKIEST PEOPLE OF THE MONTH WERE 

THE 14 LINCOLN TRAFFIC SUPERVISORS 
WHO CHOSE A BEAUTIFUL MOONLIT 
NIGHT FOR A HAY RACK RIDE. ATLEAST 
IT WAS A FINE NIGHT BOTH BEFORE AND 


THLER RYAN TECUMSEH, WENT 10 AMES, OWA, 
\ AGA DELEGATE To THE KIWANIS CONVENTION 
'\ AND WAS QUITE SHOCKED To FIND THAT HE WAS 
, TD ASSIGNED QUARTERS IN THE GiRLS' DORMITORY 
ap OF THE COLLEGE. NO GIRLS WERE THERE 10 
Poe Vy GREET HIM HOWEVER , FOR THE SCHOOL TERM 
x HAD NOT ¥€T COMMENCED. 


A BUSINESS TRIP TOOK PAUL SCHMELTZER AND ART HOLCOMB To 
HASTINGS 10 SPEND SEVERAL DAYS . . BEFORE LEAVING LINCOLN | | AFTER THE RIDE .. BUT ALL DURING THE 
ART HAD VOLUNTEERED TO PUT THE SUITCASES IN THE CAR TIME THE GIRLS WERE ON THE RACK 
BUT GOT INTERRUPTED BEFORE HE GOT AT IT AND LEFT || ‘7 RAINED LIKE FURY... WHEN THE 
AHEM SETTING ON THE GARAGE FLOOR . THe Thave.ers || RIDE WAS OVER THE MOON CAME- 
DIDN'T MISS THEM LINTIL THEY WERE REGISTERING IN OUT AGAIN. oy = — 
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Credit Manager Waldo McDowell inspects 
the interior of the station wagon which has 
been redesigned to accommodate the carrying 
cases for deposit boxes, tools, directories and 
other necessary items used by coin collectors, 


OLLECTING pay telephone deposits 

is a big job and an important phase 
of commercial work. More and more 
time has been needed for it as telephones 
have increased and usage of existing 
stations has grown. Before the War 
one man on foot could bring in Lin- 
coln’s deposits except those in outlying 
localities which were collected by car. 
Now the task requires most of the at- 
tention of two men, one full time and 
one part time, in addition to greater 
use of a Car. 

A Jeep station wagon recently pur- 
chased for use in making these collec- 
tions is proving to be a big help to 
Lincoln’s collectors, William Burt and 
Harold DeGraw. The new car went 
into service after being redesigned to 
carry the deposit boxes, tools, direc- 
tories and other materials used on the 
job. It replaces a standard sedan for- 
merly used for this purpose. Credit 
Manager Waldo McDowell estimates 
that the new car will travel about 7,000 
miles a year in this work. 

A comparison of figures of 1940 and 
today shows why the job has grown. 
In 1940 Lincoln had 363 pay tele- 
phones. It now has 530—a gain of 
50%. But that’s only part of the story. 
During this time yearly public tele- 
phone collections in Lincoln have in- 
creased from $54,810 to $147,888, a 
gain of 170%. The average monthly 
collection for a public telephone in 
Lincoln today is $23.25—-80% more 
than 10 years ago. 

It should be noted, however, that 


Coin Collectors Are Busy People 


Nickels, Dimes and Quarters 
Add Up To Important Revenue 


the expense of furnishing this class of 
service is much greater proportionately 
than for regular telephone service. 
Semi-public subscribers receive 25% 
commission for local collections in ex- 
cess of monthly guarantees. Commis- 
sions are paid also on collections re- 
ceived from public pay stations. Coin 
box service also involves expenses of 
collecting deposits and counting and 
packaging the coins as well as the fur- 
nishing of such things as booths, lights, 
ventilating fans and signs. 

In making collections the station 
wagon is driven to points from which 
several pay telephones may be reached 
on foot. The collector visits the near- 
by public telephones, makes the collec- 
tions which are placed in a specially 
designed carrying case, and returns to 
the car. A full case often weighs as 
much as 85 pounds. 

Planned routes are followed with col- 
lectors guided from one pay telephone 
to the next by the order in which col- 
lection stubs and keys are arranged. 
Each public telephone has an individual 
key so that if one is lost a person find- 
Ing it could not use it to open other 
stations. If a key is lost the lock on 
the telephone is changed at once. 

Pay telephones are equipped with 
deposit boxes which automatically close 
and lock as they are withdrawn by the 
coin collector. Trip locks on the empty 
replacement boxes open as they are 
inserted. Each box contains a collection 


Side view of the new Jeep station wagon. The vehicle will bring in about 1314 tons of 
coins during the course of a year. Farthest point of regular collection is Waverly, about 


17 miles northeast. The Turnpike, eight miles south of the office, is the longest drive in 
that direction. 
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stub bearing the number of the station 
and the name and address of the sub- 
scriber or public telephone location so 
that deposits can be credited to the re- 
spective accounts. Lock boxes save 
much time in making collections, elimi- 
nating the necessity of putting coins in 
bags and in counting money for cus- 
tomers who formerly asked for receipts. 


When routes are completed the 
money boxes are returned to the office 
where they are placed in “tote carts” 
and taken to the counting room. There 
as each box is opened the money is 
placed in a machine which separates 
the nickels, dimes and quarters and 
registers the total amount of the col- 
lection. The amount for each telephone 
is recorded on a collection stub and 
the money is transferred to a machine 
which wraps the coins in packages of 
designated amounts and crimps the 
ends of each package roll. The wrapped 
coins are then placed in a counting 
rack which registers totals of the var- 
lous denominations of coins. The rack, 
incidentally, is the invention of Waldo 
McDowell and Dean Hamilton. 
Cashiers add up the total of the 
amounts on the collection stubs and 
balance this with the total of the coins 
collected. The money is then placed 
in bags and delivered to banks by 
armed guards in an armored car. At 
times the guards carry away a quarter 
of a ton of coins in a single day’s 
deposit. 
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William Burt has removed the deposit box 
containing coins which locks as it is removed 
and is inserting an empty sealed box which 
will open when in place. 


When all these steps have been com- 
pleted the now empty boxes are re- 
sealed and made ready for use again. 
About 200 empty boxes are kept avail- 
able in the department at all times. 

Other items of business are attended 
to in the regular routine of pay station 
collections. Booths and instruments are 
checked for cleanliness. Directories take 


_a beating in busy locations and must be 


changed frequently. Collectors see that 
fans and lights in booths are working 
properly. Special emphasis is directed 
toward ease of accessibility and identi- 
fication of public telephones by direc- 
tional and spot signs. Several illumi- 
nated signs have been placed recently 
and others are slated for installation 
soon. Three types used are neon signs, 
edge illuminated glass signs and incan- 
descent signs with plastic faces. 
Public telephones are collected at 
semi-weekly, weekly, semi-monthly or 
monthly intervals, depending on the 
volume of use. About 643 regular col 
lections a month are made in Lincoln. 
Emergency collections are sometimes 
required when a coin box becomes full 
and will not receive more deposits. To 
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When routes are collected the station wagon 
is driven to the office and cases of deposit 
boxes with coins are wheeled to the counting 
room. Harold DeGraw is pulling the “tote 
cart.” 
handle such cases a radiotelephone has 
been installed on the station wagon so 
that collectors can be reached quickly 
and the trouble cleared without delay. 

Although the five cent coin is con- 
sidered one of low estate, time was 
when it occupied a very respectable 
position in the monetary family and, 
wisely spent, would bring sizable re- 
turns in service or produce. Today 
there are only a few items that can 
still be purchased with the coin. A 
local call by public telephone is one of 
these although even this appears to be 
bowing to inflationary trends. Applica- 
tions to place 10 cent coin box rates 
in effect have been made by telephone 
companies in New York, California, 
Washington, Oregon, Minnesota, IIli- 
nois and New Jersey. 

Pay stations and semi-public tele- 
phones in Lincoln are usually installed 
in locations built or provided by the 
owner of the premises. Booths are used 
when room noises interfere with trans- 
mission, but usually the modern trend 
is toward the open compartment type 
of partitioning for the telephone loca- 
tion. A program, now in progress, is 
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Mr. Burt is hanging up a ring of keys for 
pay telephones after completing his routes. 
There is a separate ring of keys for each 
route and a separate key for each telephone. 


concerned with converting all Lincoln 
pay stations to dial and, as this is writ- 
ten, all but 19 of them have been 
changed to this type. 


Herb Touzinaut and Walt Stephens, armed 
guards for Samardick Service, carry the 
money sacks to their armored car at the 
curb. 


Harold DeGraw is placing coins taken from 
a deposit box in a machine which separates 
nickels, dimes and quarters and adds up the 
total taken from each telephone. The ma- 
chine at right is used to package the coins 
in rolls and crimp the ends of the rolls. 
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raffic Department is represented by Merlie Markuson, John Spady, district manager. (Center): Pulling the spacers at the 
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The chicken population in and around Seward took a decided dip 
after this crowd had been fed. 
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catherine Cassell, 
Edith schleige?: 


ecame the Company's 69th 
-hange at 10 A.M. October 3. 
dial eee hour brought its anxious 
aie 4 severe electrical storm of 
eedine week end caused heavy 
the pt rural service, while a 25 pair 
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cable fault was found just 
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that mis Wilson, Western district wire 
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myer, area manager, and Norma 
Jack Manka at clerk, had a busy morning. 


Nuss, commercia 


chief operator, Laurietta Fuehrer, Clara Heinz and 


pial Service at Sutton wp 


The preparatory plan also’ involved 
the town plant where more than 2500 
additional feet of cable were strung, 
300-odd poles replaced and 250 stations 
equipped with new drops and inside 
wiring. Tree trimming, to improve 
service conditions, required an _ esti- 
mated 324 man-hours. Western district 
plant and construction forces collab- 
orated in the work. The building was 
also remodeled to accommodate the 
new dial equipment. 


The exchange recently regained 
Status as an area point with Jack Mank- 
amyer the newly appointed area man- 
ger. He will retain his office in the 
building, as will Norma Nuss, the in- 
formation and commercial clerk. 


An interested onlooker was Marie 
Pearson, chief operator at Hastings. AL 
though she had an important part in the 
conversion of her own exchange a few 
months ago, Marie insisted that she had 
never seen the workings of a cutover. 


Two dozen members of plant, construction 
and equipment crews, each of whom had an 
assignment in the work of the conversion. 


Grove, Bob Hunzeker, Howard Lahr and H. G. Taedter. 


Sutton’s mayor, E. W. Plettner, made the 
first long distance call. 


When Hastings was cut she was too 
busy to observe any of the details. 


Edith Schleiger, former Sutton chief 
where she will continue her employ- 
ment in the traffic department. Other 
traffic personnel, Catherine Cassell, 
Laurietta Fuchrer, Clara Heinz, Mar- 
cella Lohmeier and Margaret Nagel de- 
cided to continue residence in Sutton, 

The Sutton Telephone Company was 
Organized in 1907 as a single operating 
exchange. L. B. Stiner, for many years 
a member of our Board oF Directors, 
Was one of its organizers. TI 
Was bought by our Company 1n Jany- 
ary, 1917, 
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year, but as eS ee No fish were caught, 
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of them broke out t ar and most enticing bait; but the 
fish, if there are d its tributaries, were simply 
not in the MOod. 
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fishermen didn’t 4 
heir best fishing && 
ny in the Big Blue a” 


sly offered the Pioneers the 
use of their fine, = other tes Ee atin Creek, west of Seward. 
Tucked away in the ce 4 oe pe native growth it was a revelation 
»n what the wel] dressed ee aula be. All conceivable requirements 
for entertainment ang ae had been provided for. The weather 


was warm and mild. d the long center table lined 
with hungry men Who: tere eecated tO tne Fate CRC IPEMES of having 
more delicious fried chicked at upon them than they could possibly 
eat. The Party coininihne of Bets Ross, chairman; Byron Pattison, 
George Miers and Chauncey Eggerss did an elegant job of balancing 
the dict with side dishes and aromatic coffee. George especially 
deserves a big hand for hie part in purveying the chicken and groceries 
for the feast. 


Supper time foun 


After the dishes were cleared away the boys settled down to a long 
evening at various card games, harmony and just plain gabbing. Every- 
one reported a fine time and the assembly showed no signs of breaking 
up until well into the wee small hours when more than half of the 
gathering returned to their homes. 

It is for the ones who held the fort through the night that medals 
should be cast. However, even after a night on a “soft” pine floor 
and precious little sleep, the boys were up at the crack of dawn 
demanding breakfast. 

Once again the food committee performed magic in producing a 
bountiful meal of eggs, bacon, fried potatoes, etc., with coffee from 
the miraculous pitcher that never ceased to flow. 

Taken all in all, and in spite of a few creaking joints the next 
day, the outing was most enjoyable and there was no one present who 

did not mark it down as time well spent. 


A marathon cribbage game engages the attention of C. C. Donley, 
Joc Hartley, John Fischer and Ralph Connors. 
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(Above): Somebody in the cabin wanted to sleep so the barber- 
shoppers were routed into the great outdoors. Thad Cone, at left, 
seems to be enjoying it, however, as the quartet gives with ‘Sweet 
Adeline.” The songsters, lefi to right, are Max Walker, Bob Ross, 
Roy Mills and Chaunc Eggerss. Nobody seems to know the purpose 
of the broom unless it was to shield the musicians from flying 
missiles. 


(Left): George Miers, center, umpires the pinochle feud of Beri 
Huddleston and Claude Walker. 


Behm Heceives First 50) Year Service Emblem 
Keckler Presented With 40 Year Pin 


It could be assumed, from the appear- 
ance of F. E. Behm and A. S. Keckler, 
that October’s diamond service pin 
awards were made in token of their 
birthdays rather than their entry into 
the telephone business. They rank 
among the Company’s most notable 
examples of continuing youth. Their 
many years in the industry have 
brought them their share of weather 
and worry, yet touched them lightly in 
the disposal of grey hair, aching joints 
and lines of care. 

The first, the one and only 50-year 
service pin of the L. T. & T. organization 
now adorns the lapel of F. E. Behm, 
general plant superintendent. It was 
presented to him on October 5 by Frank 
H. Woods, Chairman of the Board of 
Directors. A dozen or more Company 
officials and supervisors witnessed the 
presentation and attended the testi- 
monial dinner in Mr. Behm’s honor at 
the University Club. 

Mr. Woods explained that, although 
he was acting for President Thomas C. 
Woods, who was unable to be present, 
he was qualified to preside at the cere- 
monies, having been closely associated 
with Mr. Behm during most of his own 
47 years as a telephone man. He had 
known “FF. EL” as a youngster who had 
come from the Bell organization to 
the Omaha automatic telephone com- 
pany in 1907 to help build a competing 
Independent exchange in the metrop- 
olis. Then, in 1912, Mr. Behm moved to 
Lincoln to accept the position of dis- 
trict inspector. From that time, Mr. 
Woods stated, he was entirely familiar 
with the career and capabilities of the 


gentleman. “F. E.” became chief of 
service at Lincoln in 1913 and the next 
year succeeded A. S. Romano as eastern 
district plant chief. He was appointed 
Lincoln District Manager in 1922 and 
was made assistant plant superintend- 
ent in 1929. Ten years later, on the re- 
tirement of his chief, M. T. Caster, he 
was promoted to his present post at 
the head of the plant department. Mr. 
Woods explained that these steady ad- 
vancements were the result of Mr. 
Behm’s own development and perform- 
ance through the years. 


Mr. Behm, in reply, told of chang- 
ing fashions in telephone men. Not so 
long ago, he said, it was possible for a 
young man to enter the industry and, 
by application and experience, it 
shouldn’t be too long before he could 
feel that he had a working knowledge 
of most phases of the business. Not so 
any more. Today, he avers, it is neces- 
sary for a supervisor to keep himself 
surrounded by a battery of specialists, 
each of whom is proficient in a small 
and peculiar segment of the industry. 


J. A. McKinzie presented A. S. Keckler with his 40 year service pin. His envious comments 
about Arthur’s coal black hair drew smiles from onlookers F. M. Strasser, A. O. Andrews, 


M. C. Walker, C. C. Donley, L. P. Young, G. O. Seaton, I J. Devoe, E. G. Piper, K. L. Lawson, 
O L. Sturtevant, G. P. Barney and G. B. Keith. 


~-96f 6 Dec ove 
eG ale 


co 


Mr. Behm receiving his specially designed 
50 year pin from Frank H. Woods. Grouped 
behind them, from left to right, are: J. A. 
McKinzie, H. W. Potter, M. C. Walker, C. C. 
Donley, K. B. Cary, K. L. Lawson, F. M. 
Strasser, I. J. Devoe, H. H. Wheeler, L. P. 
Young, P. A Schmelizer and G. O. Seaton. 


Mr. Behm stated that he is not so sure 
but that the longer he worked in the 
telephone business, the less he knew 
about it. 


Arthur S. Keckler joined the 40-year 
club on October 23, receiving his serv- 
ice pin from J. A. McKinzie at a meet- 
ing held in the general plant offices. 
Even though 40 years of service can 
be claimed by few employees, not all 
of Art’s telephone experience can be 
credited to this total. He was in the 
employ of the Dean Electric Company 
from 1906 to 1910 as a switchboard in- 
staller, and these years cannot be in- 
cluded in his regular service record. It 
was while working for the Dean Com- 
pany that Art first came to Lincoln to 
help with the installation of the long 
distance toll board in the 14th street 
office. Some months later a police cir- 
cuit developed a fault that defied the 
experts of the young company. Mr. 
Keckler was finally contacted by G. K. 
Gann, the traffic manager, and told 
that a j30b awaited him in Lincoln if 
he would return and get the circuit to 
working. Arthur did return. Not so 
much because of the police circuit, his 
desire for another job or his love for 
Nebraska’s climate. His interest was 
mainly centered in a certain onerator 
at the new Dean board who later be- 
came Mrs. Keckler. 


Art’s telephone experience is so var- 
ied that the positions he has filled dur- 
ing the past forty years would over- 
flow the page. Among them are the 
titles of inspector, installer, combina- 
tionman, switchboard supervisor, dis- 
trict inspector, engineer, exchange man- 
ager, maintenance inspector, P.A.S. spe- 
cialist and, of course, his present occu- 
nation as eastern district clerk. 
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Harriette Wynn and 
Billy Lant Retire’ 


WO widely known employees are 
taking things easy after rounding 

out long telephone careers. They are 
Harriette Wynn of Plattsmouth and 


W. C. Lant 


Harriette Wynn 
Nebraska City 


Plattsmouth 


Wilson C. “Billy” Lant of Nebraska 
City. 

Mrs. Wynn, formerly Operator at 
Plattsmouth, has the unique record of 
having served at that exchange during 
her entire service with the Company 
which dates back to May 1912. She re- 
tired October 1 and with her husband 
who also retired at about that time has 
moved to San Antonio, Texas, where 
they have a home and where life-long 


friends also live. They have spent their 
vacations there for a number of years. 


Bill Lant started with L T & T 
at Lincoln in 1905, just one year after 
the Company began operations. Before 
retirement he had the distinction of be- 
ing the oldest active employee, in terms 
of service, of the original LT & T group. 
His first job, he recalls, was cutting zinc 
off of batteries. He later did pole line 
and cable work and in 1908 went to 
Omaha with the Automatic Telephone 
Company. He moved to Portland, Ore- 
gon later that year with the same Com- 
pany returning to Nebraska in 1910 to 
resume work with our Company. In 
1911 he became manager at Weeping 
Water with the Plattsmouth Telephone 
Company and in 1912 moved to Lin- 
coln where he had an active part in the 
consolidation of the LT & T and Bell 
exchanges as cable facilities man and 
later cable supervisor. Nebraska City 
became his home in 1922 and he has 
lived there since that time. He was 
promoted from first class combination- 
man to wire chief in 1931 and served in 
the Plant Department until 1942 when 


he became a solicitor-collector in the 
Commercial Department. He retired 
November 1 as a commercial represent- 
ative. 

Mr. and Mr. Lant will continue to 
make their home at Nebraska City. 
They have a fine family of six children, 
three of whom live in Nebraska and 
three in California. Next spring they 
are planning to drive west for an ex- 
tended visit with the children on the 


coast. 


Called To The Colors 


INCE the last accounting in the pages 
of the October News, 11 more L. T. 

é? T. employees have entered the armed 

forces, the heaviest inroads being made 

through the activation of reserve units. 

The plant department bore the entire 

brunt of the personnel loss in the Octo- 

ber list which follows: 

Robert L. Wenzel, combinationman, Lincoln 
plant. 

Vyrl V. Clark, combinationman, Pawnee City 
plant 

Wm. J. Cotton, Jr., switchman, Lincoln plant. 

Eldon W. Drewel, combinationman, Lincoln 
plant. 

Eugene V. Hiatt, switchboardman, Hastings 
plant. 

Raymond G. Bruning, groundman, Construc- 
tion. 

Donald R. McKean, combinationman, Has- 
tings plant. 

Weldon J. Duer, combinationman, Seward 


plant. 
Paul G. Eisenbarth, tester, Lincoln plant. 
Jay H. McDowell, groundman, Beatrice plant. 
Alfred L. DeBacker, groundman, Construc- 


tion. 


The Parsons Celebrate 
50th Wedding Anniversary 


T was fifty years ago on October 13 

that Mr. and Mrs. Rollin Parsons said 
“T do” at their wedding at Beatrice. 
The golden anniversary was celebrated 
last month when they enjoyed a family 
reunion and a dinner at the Cornhusker 
Hotel in Lincoln. Six of their eight 
children were able to be here for 
the gathering. 

Before his retirement in 1946, Mr. 
Parsons held a number of positions with 
the Company in Lincoln in the Com- 
mercial and Accounting Departments 
including office manager, collection 
manager and traveling auditor. His 
first date of service with the Company 


was in 1912. 
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Hale Elected First Vice-Pres. 


Of National Pioneers 
At the annual meeting of the In- 
dependent Telephone Pioneer 
Association held October 10 at Chicago 
Merle M. Hale, our general commercial 
superintendent, was elected first vice- 
president and re-elected a member of 
the Board of Directors. 

Mr. Hale has been active in Pioneer 
affairs for many years. He is a charter 
member of the Frank H. Woods chap- 
ter and served that organization as vice- 
president in 1943 and president in 1944. 


Christmas Chorus 


Starts Rehearsals 
HE telephone 


started rehearsals November 6 for 


employees chorus 


its annual programs of traditional 


music during the Christmas season. 
Chauncey Eggerss, in charge of the 
activity again this year, said that re- 
hearsals will be held each Monday 
evening until shortly before Christmas 
and that any employee who enjoys 
singing would be welcome to join the 
group. 

The programs will follow much the 
same plan as in past years with carol- 
ing through the warehouse and general 
office buildings, a radio broadcast and 
visits to hospitals and homes for chil- 
dren and old persons in Lincoln. The 
chorus is sponsored by the Personnel 
Department and will be directed by 
Professor Leonard Paulson of Nebraska 
Wesleyan University. 


JOURNEY’S END 


Paul Gallagher, husband of Mrs. Harriet 
Gallagher, relief elevator operator, Lincoln, 
passed away October 5. Funeral services 
were held on October 9 in Lincoln, with 
burial in Garrison, Nebraska. 


Mrs. Bertha Barnhouse, mother of Esther 
Fritz, Beatrice Traffic Department, passed 
away October 8. Funeral services were held 
October 11 at the Methodist Church in 
Adams. 


Mrs. Laura May Martin, wife of E. L. Mar’ 
tin, retired employee, and sister of Roy M. 
Cleveland of the Lincoln Service Depart: 
ment, passed away October 12. Funeral 
services were held October 16 in Lincoln. 
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Compliments From 


A Telephone User 
|b Geaaaceaaetony people say that when 


a dog bites a man, it is not news. 
But if a man bites a dog, it makes head- 
lines. 


The letter that follows is of the ““Man 
Bites Dog” variety. It is newsworthy 
because it is a rare combination— 
anonymous, yet complimentary and 
constructive. The Company received it 
last month from someone in Stromsburg 
who signed it merely as “A Telephone 
User.” 


Most anonymous letters are not 
worthy of publication. They serve no 
good or useful purpose and are written 
with no thought of being helpful. Per- 
sons who write them usually have or 
think they have something to fuss 
about but lack sufficient conviction to 
back up their ideas with their names. 


The writer of this letter is lacking in 
neither conviction nor constructive tal- 
ent. A story is told in simple but 
eloquent words of how courtesy and 
thoughtfulness brighten the lives of 
others. 


The telephone people involved should 
find much satisfaction from their kind- 
ness. Others may be inspired by the 
knowledge that such acts are so much 
appreciated. 

The letter follows: 


This week 
Stromsburg. Her name doesn’t matter. 
You wouldn't know her, But I wanted 
to tell you of her gratitude. This lady 


an old lady died in 


had been feeble for several years, sub- 
ject to severe heart attacks. Perhaps a 
year or two ago, her aged husband lay 
dying in the local hospital several 
blocks from her home. She had no chil- 
dren to take her. She had no car. She 
couldn't walk that far. But she longed 
to see her husband. 


Now it just happened that one of 
your men was installing a telephone in 
her home that day. When he heard her 
plight, he at once went to her and said, 
“When Ive finished with my work. 
I'll be glad to drive you to the hos- 
pital.” He did, and you can imagine 
her gratitude. She had never seen the 
man before. I don’t suppose she ever 
saw him again. Although she hadn't 
even asked him to do it, your employee 
went out of his way to be courteous to 
this stranger. I think the act very 
worthy of praise. 


We had a small incident happen in 
our own home a few years ago involv- 
ing an employee of your company. Be- 
cause of my elderly step-mother’s bad 
wrists, the company installed a cradle 
telephone for her use. It was put in by 
a strange young man—perhaps in his 
early twenties. We had never seen him 
before, and he had never seen us. We 
vere complete strangers. 


The day he came up with the tele- 
phone, Mother lay in bed with a broken 
ankle. She is, also, an elderly lady— 
in her 80°s. She was very blue that 
day, and lonely. I happened to mention 
to the young man employee that 
Mother was laid up with a broken ankle, 
and then I went on with my own work. 
When the young man finished the in- 
stallation, instead of hurrying on out 
of the house as most young men would, 
he stepped to the open door of the 
room where Mother was bedfast, and 
he said very sincerely, “I’m sorry you 
had an accident. I surely hope you get 
well real soon.’ 


Mother broke out into a sunny smile. 
That little, unexpected courtesy of your 
employee warmed her heart for the rest 
of the day and took the loneliness away 
for a while. She so deeply appreciated 
a young, strange man going out of 
his way to be kind to a strange old 
Wwomdn. 


So I am sending my thanks to your 
company for having such courteous 
employees. 
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Even a turkey gets a break once in a while. 
This one appears quite contented as he snug- 
gles in the arms of Maxine Short, this 
month’s cover girl. 


OW would you like to have a nice 
big turkey such as the one on the 
front cover of the NEWS this month 
delivered to your home for Thanks- 
giving? Wouldn't be hard to take, 
would it? 

The girl with the pretty smile who is 
posing with the gobbler is Maxine 
Short, machine operator in the Account- 
ing Department at Lincoln. Before com- 
ing here, Mrs. Short worked for the 
Northwestern Bell Telephone Com- 
pany at Omaha, her home town. Her 
husband, Ted, is attending the Univer- 
sity of Nebraska where he is studying 
for a degree in mechanical engineering. 

Considering that his days on this 
earth were rapidly running out, Mr. 
Turkey was quite cooperative and 
composed while pictures were being 
taken last month at the Roscoe Hill 
farm near Lincoln. Only a couple of 
times did he get a bit nervous and go 
into a wing flapping routine to the re- 
sponse of spontaneous shrieks and quick 
dashes to safety on the part of our little 
farmerette. 

We hope you have a happy day on 
Thanksgiving with all the joy it brings 
with gatherings of family and friends 
and lots of good things to eat. Let 
us take time though to observe the true 
meaning of this day and give thanks 
for our many blessings as free Amer- 
icans. Let us unite too in prayer for 
a world at peace and the safe return 
of those away from home who are sac- 
rificing so much in defense of our 
precious American heritage and the 
rights of free peoples. 


JOURNEY’S END 


Mr. Jacob W. Hensler, father of Arlene 
Yost, Lincoln Accounting Department, passed 
away October 25. Funeral services were held 
on October 27 in Lincoln, with burial in 
Fairview. 


HAPPINESS 2 
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John Summers of York and _ Delores 
Mazankowski of Loup City were married at 
Benton, Arkansas, on September 1. John is 
a member of the York Construction Depart- 
ment. 


Carol Vorce, operator at Lincoln, was 
united in marriage to Don Bennett on Sep- 
tember 29 in Lincoln. Mrs. Bennett is con- 
tinuing her work. 


The marriage of Delight Killinger of the 
Hastings Traffic Department and Glen Hun- 
nicutt of Hastings was solemnized at the 
Methodist Church in Hastings on October 1. 
Mrs. Hunnicutt will continue her work. 


Vern Johnson, Tecumseh Plant Depart- 
ment, and Donna Poppe were united in 
marriage on October 1 at St. Paul’s Evangeli- 
cal and Reformed Church of Osage. 


On October 6, Lylia Klein of the Hastings 
Traffic Department became the bride of 
Roland Schnase of Hastings. Mrs. Schnase 
will continue her work. 


Mildred Cihal of the Wahoo Traffic De- 
partment became the bride of Frances Lanik 
at the St. John’s Catholic Church in Weston 
on October 7. Mrs. Lanik is continuing her 
work, 


The marriage of Cleora Robbins of the 
Nebraska City Traffic Department and Har- 
old Lawrence, which took place on August 
27, in St. Joseph, Missouri, was announced 
this month. Mrs. Lawrence is continuing her 
work. 


Jerrold Schleiger, on military leave from 
the Lincoln Engineering Department, and 
DeLores Frantz were married at Friedens 
Evangelical and Reformed Church at 
Goehner on October 26. Jerrold is now 
stationed at Fort Ord, California. 


The Lutheran Church in Filley was the 
scene of the November 3 wedding of Ivan 
Doran, on military leave from the Lincoln 
Service Department, and Darlene Sorenson 
of Filley. Pvt. Doran is stationed at San 
Antonio, Texas. 


Lucille Twohig, Beatrice Traffic Depart- 
ment, became the bride of Norman Bates 
at the Christian Church in Beatrice on 
September 17. The couple will reside in 
Beatrice and Mrs. Bates will continue her 
work. 


Events in Next Issue 


WO important events will take 

place shortly after the November 

NEWS goes to the printer. Complete 
stories will appear in the next issue. 


Frank H. Woods, Company Founder 
and Chairman of the Board, has been 
announced as the recipient of the Lin- 
coln Kiwanis club medal for “distin- 
guished service as a lawyer, executive, 
philanthropist and citizen.” Merle M. 
Hale, general commercial superintend- 
ent, is president of Kiwanis this year 
and will have the pleasure of present- 
ing the award. 


The second inter-toll area in our ter- 
ritory was placed in service this month. 
Tecumseh is the dialing center and 
Auburn, Beatrice, Falls City, Lincoln 
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Lets Get Acquainted 
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and Nebraska City are intermediate 
dialing centers. Operators in intermedi- 
ate centers can dial subscribers in Te- 
cumseh and 11 dial exchanges reached 
through Tecumseh. Hastings became 
the first inter-toll dial center last July. 


What Is Security? 


The long road of history is lined with 
the ruins of those countries which 
bought the souls and wills of their peo- 
ples by the lure of a granted security, 
and then led them to ruin by that same 
mirage. 

The world needs people who will be 
really secure and enduring, who will 
accept their responsibilities as duties 
and ask only that the state guard the 
avenues of freedom and keep them 


open. 
—— Dr. Russell. J. Clanchy. 
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The following list of new employees is published as a gesture of friendly 
welcome and to help them get acquainted. We hope that they will enjoy their 
new occupation as well as the many fine associations that go with it. 


Name Position Exchange Date Employed 
Accounting 
Maude M. Reason.......--.-se00seeeeeee: Machine Operator............. |e Ws Tos bs greene ee nr ra October 16 
Commercial 
Marilyn J. Dahlin..................2.--: Ce apis cecietiest eee canes: ICO airs saa October 16 
Dorothy Be Duncans sacccsceressncs i Fg cae ae aa PLASC soo oensacsluedie enters October 26 
Plant 
William Ahrens ..--...-::ccccesee-2-200+ | Toh [a2 on ee eee ene DAGCOUD srccmcicidesacsetseostens October 16 
Charles P. Arnold..................20206 Garage Serviceman........... EinCOlty: Jct es cued October 23 
We Ee BAU ecaciednacnncaceeccercce Routineman.... Lincoln ....0....---....-........Oetober 10 
R. M. Churchill.............-...20200-2++- RR ONGC DIST sec. vedencasactesens TA COUN so sexs ees October 9 
Marion H. DeLang............-:----+++ SSC MPAA fic csicenicenesieeeee anne ICED: ssicsitntpesistenlaestia Nastobs October 23 
Ritchie T. Wakeman...........-2------ WICC IIMA sds secdaetnionntavindese LEO: wertcdaraadatensentedes: October 23 
Velma L. Woodworth.............----- Service Operator.............. Nh Ss Noce E : Senna ODMR aOrIE® October 30 
Traffic 
Vera M. Burk ......-cccccccccececececeeeooee OVS GADOT cecesaceteescsideeddec: Riri eee os ened: October 9 
Asin B.D avai cccsescecvaccasecsoccuees RC asda eet ocaces LE Fryer c) |, eeneneane mene peter October 23 
Jacquelyn E. Durrt.............-::...--0-. SORTALOL cocccsice nae Nebraska City .............. October 9 
Janet Ma Bvaiteecicceeetmeetcees G fe) 5 ccs) en eee REE TACOMA ncdectccratdcaatancctensts October 2 
Maxine W. Evans.......-------e000e+ee" G51) 6.5) Seen ae Bee eee DEWALEG 5 -claiiteadeivenenss October 16 
Mauryne M. Gadd..........2-2:-20+ CDOT AUG a sisondssceuteyninncaebines EATICOUY - chenpescementuseteadsone October 2 
Harriet Griggs............0ceee sina ed D OTOL OT ce uasstsincd aati outesen LAOOLE ascccnovactanevens October 2 
LaVonne R. Hager ot iwiges Satienistataiate eins Operator Se ee ee LATELY casseecneierccsuawecsae October 4 
Imogene C. Hanquist.............----- DP CEALO Le cccecde ese eacdeleiasn. POS. eee iaeceeayas September 22 
DWorica i. Dime nee. jcccascacsscaareneee © iol ra) ere EANCOUMT ocianctevsitancerniecn October 16 
Dotothie M.. Reet cccscicvenee tices ROPER A seeiuiocdtd PAPCOVIN cvacitasteelaxonncsives October 9 
Margaret M. Rerucha................-- RI DCCA Mac tyct ti actin oe DAVIG SUEY sisdssceatvarsneess: October 16 
Nellie By Schierme yer. scccncsecess: Cals) Sn ee re B@atric@  cccccccccccccccasesoexe October 19 
PRyllis: Liv Ste vens.ciiecewiaccenatncs 0 5 Sis €:1 0) fe MGT acoSadswolenet deat iceeaite® October 16 
Barbara A. Stump...................--- Operator.........0000000c.ccccceeeee eon a errr Cicteoher 16 
Bone Be. Vel isi cccsccvvsntecscessnsevees Operator sicNisNutaded Von taxon dawney ua Nebraska City aide titc ye Ol October 9 
Norma M. Tonniges.................-. RI BGTRUORS oe peee de Cicenisusstcn, VOrk 2... ccccccccnccccceeeeee: October 2 
Dealva E. Wheeler.............. eee 2712 c:| \c) oe ECT ere October 16 
Mary Ann Zimmerman............... oy 9: 0), eee ee er ne Mea Bisccis aca! cats xk Cities 16 
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Mary A. Bethscheider 
Hebron 
30 Years 


Forty-Two Years 
A. B. Smith, Lincoln. 


Thirty-Seven Years 
Margaret Bethscheider, Hebron. 


Thirty-Four Years 
R. C. Boling, Lincoln. 


Thirty-Two Years 


Deroy Helfer, Nebraska City; W. H. 


Webster, Lincoln. 


Thirty Years 


Mary A. Bethscheider, Hebron; S. F. Bush, 
J. T. May, Lincoln: Erma Dixon, Geneva; 


T. E. Longdon, Fairbury. 
Twenty-Nine Years 
H. H. Lahr, Hastings; Martha L. Merz. 


Seward. 


Twenty-Six Years 
Eita M. Griffin, Geneva: W. A. Rosenthal, 
Lincoln. 
Twenty-Five Years 
J. E. Backstrom, Lincoln. 


Twenty-Four Years 


May L. May, Ashland: Della M. Wilcox. 


Lincoln. 


Twenty-Three Years 
Irene M. Combs, Lincoln. 
Twenty-Two Years 
A. B. Gorman, Lincoln. 
Twenty-One Years 
Lois A. Brown, Hastings. 
Twenty Years 
Lavina McElroy, Wilber; Helen M. Ofe. 
Plattsmouth. 
Nineteen Years 
Louise K. Schmidt, Lincoln. 
Eighteen Years 
Miriam Carter, R. E. Hibbert, Lincoln. 
Thirteen Years 
Ethel Daharsh, Wahoo. 
Eleven Years 


Mandane D. Reid, Fairbury. 


E. Longdon 
Fairbury 
30 Years 


Lavina McElroy 
Wilber 
20 Years 


Helen M. Ofe 
Platitsmouth 
20 Years 


Nine Years 


J. L. Baxter, Jr.. D. D. Smith, Lincoln; 
Clara E. Costello, Tecumseh. 


Eight Years 
Iva F. Sole, Grafton: Mabel M. Volpp, 


Lincoln. 


Seven Years 
Adell Hershey, Tobias; Linda L. Kraus, 
Lincoln; Ann S. Stoll, Plattsmouth: H. W. 
Tubbs, Hastings. 
Six Years 
Alice L. Cotner, York; J. P. Howland, 
Lincoln; Gladys Neugebauer, Auburn. 
Five Years 
G. C. Artz, E. G. Piper, Lincoln; Anna 
A. Larson, Harvard; Evelyn Soukup, David 
City; Lorraine L. Steckly, Nebraska City. 


BLESSED 


The baby sister Mr. and Mrs. C. E. Con- 
nors hoped to present to their five year 
old son turned out to be another husky little 
football player Scott William, 8 Ibs. and 
13. ounces. He arrived on October 16. 
Charles is a member of the Lincoln Supply 


Department. 
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J. E. Backstrom 
Lincoln 
25 Years 


Promotions, 


Tra nsfers and 


Title Changes 


Commercial 


Arlene M. Cline, operator, Traffic, to clerk, 
Fairbury. 


Plant 
Ernest M. Barney, switchman to _ installer 
repairman, General Plant. 
Elizabeth Emry, operator, Traffic, to service 
operator, Lincoln. 


W. F, Hendrix warehouseman to subfore- 
> 


Wayne L. Higgins, groundman, Wahoo to 
Lincoln Service. 


Lloyd C. Jenkins, tester to switchman, Lincoln 
Service. 


L. M. Miller, combinationman, Wilber to 
Lincoln. 


Elmer A. Moorhead, 
Geneva to Clay Center. 


combinationman, 


Hazel M. Prange, operator, Traffic, to service 
operator, Lincoln. 


C. A. Salisbury, combinationman, Clay Center 
to York. 


Willard M. Sherman, combinationman, Te- 


cn 


cumseh, to switchman, Lincoln Service. 


Orlin D. Watley, routineman to groundman., 
Lincoln Service. 


H. A. Williams, lineman, Construction. to 
combinationman, Pawnee City. 
Traffic 
Erma Keenan, service assistant, Hastings, to 
chief operator, Superior. 


“%, WAM ‘ 
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Eastern District 
Barbara Churchill, Associate Editor 
District Office 

The warm weather in October was very 
well liked by all, especially Mr. McKinzie, 
who continued to play his regular Saturday 
morning golf with other “telephone golfers” 
and friends. ... Ed Piper tried his luck on 
a couple of hunting trips but reports it 
requires too much walking for someone 
who doesn’t indulge in long hikes. . . . Com- 
ing to Lincoln to attend the Nebraska- 
Missouri game was Jack McKinzie from 
Iowa. . . . One nice week end in October 
your editor and husband drove to Falls City 
to visit relatives and to Geneva on a Sunday. 


David City Area 
Vivian Dee, Correspondent 


Vacations are on their way out, Irene 
Swan, Eva Mae _ Kilgore, and Merna 
Stewart have returned from their last days 
of rest. . A chili feed was held at the 
City Park honoring Shirley Brogan who has 
resigned to accept a teaching position in the 
Bruno school. Shirley was presented with a 
farewell gift. ... Francis Darnold and his 
crew are installing two positions on the 
switchboard. 


Nebraska City Area 
Iona Pieper, Correspondent 


Vacations at Syracuse are drawing to a 
close for another year. Norma Jean Dettmer 
is On vacation now and spending her time 
house cleaning, we think. ... We were glad 
to have Eunice Copenhaver Segelke, Ogden, 
Utah, and Aldean Woods Simmons, Golds- 
boro, North Carolina, former operators visit 
our office. ... Mr. and Mrs. Harlan Nutting 
and daughter also visited Syracuse. Mrs. 
Nutting was a former operator at Nebraska 
City and now living in Springfield, 
Missouri. 

Platismouth Area 
Thelma Tritsch, Correspondent 

A farewell party was given by the tele- 
phone operators for Mrs. Harriette Wynn, 
who retired this month. The evening was 
spent visiting and after delicious refresh- 
ments, a gift was presented to Hattie by the 
telephone employees. Mr. and Mrs. Wynn 
have moved to San Antonio, Texas, and al- 
though we all hate to see them move so far 
away, we all join in wishing them happiness 
in their new home... . Mrs. Hilda Johanns 
has returned from her vacation. She visited 
in Decatur, Illinois, and Agar, Kansas. After 
three weeks of fun, she calls on the day to re- 
turn to work and states she is ill. One could 


be suspicious of that but after seeing her 
this week, we know she wasn’t fooling about 
having virus infection. We are glad she is 
back to work and feeling better. ... Pauline 
Reckard and husband are spending this week 
end in Fort Riley, Kansas visiting their son 
Dale who is in the service. ... Mr. and Mrs. 
Ben Anderson spent a few days in Sioux City 
pheasant hunting. Ben came back all smiles- 
he got his limit. . The telephone em- 
ployees had a farewell party for Bob 
Humiston and family, who are moving to 
Weeping Water. Bob has been appointed 
Manager of that exchange. We had a ham- 
burger fry and all that goes with it at the 
Walter Tritsch residence and much fun was 
had by all. At the close of the party, the 
Humistons were presented a gift and well 
wishes for their new location. We hate to 
lose Bob but are very happy to see him 
move so close to us that we can expect him 
1o come and see us often. . . . Marvin Koch 
and family visited relatives in Campbell, 
Nebraska. . . . Dean Bogenreif has returned 
to work after spending his vacation at home 
.... Mr. and Mrs. Adrian Newens attended 
the Nebraska-Kansas football game at Law- 
rence. They state it was a real game to see 
.... Wada Barker came to work this morn- 
ing all smiles - Yep, she and her husband got 
their quota of pheasants. It would be nice 
if these pheasant hunters would get together 
some night—we like pheasants too. Just a 


Mabel Volpp, Lincoln Traffic, sent us this 
picture after she returned from a vacation 
to the west coasi. The scene is at Forest 
Grove, Oregon, and shows Mabel shoveling 
sawdust that people there use to fire their 
furnaces. 
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suggestion. ... Alice Sharpnack attended the 
Nebraska-Missouri game. She had the pleas- 
ure of seeing her own son Jerry play in the 
Nebraska band. . . . Babe Ellingson has re- 
turned to work after having a wonderfull va- 
cation in Pine City, Minnesota. ... The em- 
ployees at Weeping Water gave a farewell 
party for R. H. Gray who has transferred to 
Seward as Area Manager. It was held at the 
home of Loyd Lane and the evening was 
spent playing cards and watching television. 
After a delicious lunch the Gray’s were pre- 
sented a gift and good wishes for their future 
happiness and success in their new position 
.... Mrs. Edonis Fleming and husband spent 
a very grand vacation in Long Beach, Cali- 
fornia, visiting friends and relatives. . 

Eleanor Lane returned to work after a va- 
cation in the Black Hills where she enjoyed 
the beautiful scenery at this time of year. 
... Fern Davis’ vacation sounded wonderful 
to us. A trip to the city of Phoenix, Arizona. 


———________ 


Square Dance Time Again 
ee Forty-Niners are again respond- 

ing to the strains of hoe down music 
in the general office club rooms. This 
is the group of Lincoln employees who 
last year organized as a square dance 
club and held regular fortnightly 
dances through the winter season. The 
meeting nights have been changed from 
Monday to the second and fourth Fri- 
days of each month, which allows the 
indoor athletes to throw a bit more 
action and spirit into their dancing and 
gives them the week end for staging 
their recovery. 

The personnel of the orchestra re- 
mains the same: Hazel Nichols at the 
piano; Emil Brodecky, violinist; and Ray 
Baldwin, drummer. This year’s officers 
consist of Roy Mills, president, Bedric 
Wanek, treasurer, and Virginia Perry, 
secretary, 

The cost for a single membership has 
been set at $5 plus tax for the season of 
12 dances. Those who can attend only 
occasionally may do so as paying guests. 
There is still room and need for more 
couples to fill out the squares. 


She had a very pleasant time while there and 
helped drive a new Oldsmobile back to 


Nebraska which pleased Fern very much. 


General Offices and 
Central District 
Accounting Department 


Gloria Zier, Associate Editor 


Vacations are still the main topic in the 
Accounting Department. Mr. Bush traveled 
all the way to California to visit his daugh- 
ter and family and to get Mrs. Bush who had 
been visiting there for several weeks... . 
Just staying at home and taking life easy 
were Johnny Backstrom, M. W. Franklin, 
Bob Ross, Maryanne Wanek and George 
Mann. . .. Berthamae Ward spent several 
days visiting in Omaha. ... Mr. Sievers is 
spending his vacation on his farm building 
a new barn. From all reports it’s going to 
be quite a barn. ... G. W. Jahn vacationed 
in the “Ozarks” in Missouri and Arkansas. 
He took a trip through “Marvel Cave,” the 
world’s third largest. After several hours of 
underground stair climbing he decided it 
wasn’t so marvelous and was very happy to 
return to the earth’s surface. . Bonnie 
Priest spent some time in Omaha visiting 
her sister Betty Reesman, a former Acctg. 
Dept. employee. .. . Dick Hansen and his 
mother vacationed in California. ... Harold 
Brady is spending part of his vacation in 
Chicago attending a Folk and Square Dance 
Convention. The remainder of his vacation 
will be filled with duck hunting. . .. Speak- 
ing of ducks, Ken Boshart and Dewey 
Nelsen got up bright and early one morning 
end went out and shot their limit... . Kay 
Weber spent the week-end of October 21 
in Omaha at the Tri-State Conference of 
Business, Professional and Industrial Girls 
of the Y. W. C. A. Kay was elected Secre- 
tary, for the year of 1951... . Irene Stolz 
and husband took in a rodeo at the Ak-Sar- 
Ben and saw Blue Barron at the Orpheum 
; . Mary and Ken Boshart motored to 
Kansas City, Mo. on October 21. Their 


View of a section of the Engineering Department taken shortly before Tom Risser’s retire- 
ment and Gay Henderson’s departure for military duty. Ai left are Mr. Risser and Robert 
Wohlberg and at right we see Mr. Henderson and L. G. Saunders. 


time was spent with the Roy Galleys... . 
Ruby Hahn, Doris Glock, Eunice Zehr and 
Frances Clinton took in a stage play, “South 
Pacific,” in Omaha. ... Jean Walker spent 
a week end in Kansas City, Kans., and Mo. 
She also witnessed the Nebraska football 
game at Lawrence, Kans. ... On the sick 
list this month is Frances Virgil, who has 
been out a week with the flu. We hope by 
the time this issue of the “News” comes out 
you'll be feeling fine and be back at work, 
Frances. . . . Beverly Lessman is sporting 
a new diamond. As yet no wedding date 
has been set. “Congratulations,” Beverly. 


Commercial Department 


Lincoln Business Office 

Ruth Younger, Associate Editor 
LaVonne Joosten and her husband en- 
joyed traveling through the Ozarks on their 
vacation. Marv, her husband, liked the 
atmosphere down there so well that he 
wanted to stay. We think it had something 
to do with corncob pipes and things that 
are associated with easy living. ... Marge 
Whiting enjoyed a workout at home during 


her vacation. She spent most of her time 
working on her house and the garden... . 
Bill Quinn, our Jaycee, delivered a speech 
at a Jaycees’ meeting in Alliance a few 
weeks ago. W. J. McDowell spent 
a restful week at home enjoying part of 
his vacation. . . . Phyl Otte has been 
having extensive dental work done and 
at the same time has been annoyed by 
silver salespersons. Finally, in despera- 
tion, she thought of the perfect squelch. 
When a silver representative calls, she re- 
plies, “Yes, I’ve started my silver, it’s in my 
teeth! Would you care to see it?” 


Construction Department 
Shirley Hess, Associate Editor 


Most of our hunters report there are 
plenty of birds but you have to work hard 
to get them. Apparently some didn’t want 
to work hard enough, at least they didn’t 
get their limit. Paul Wilkinson, however, 
got his limit on pheasants the opening day 
and was home in time to listen to the foot- 
ball game. Think he was hunting in the 
vicinity of Grafton. . . . Herm Studier and 
his hunting party came back with their 
limit of ducks one week end but traveled 
some seven hundred miles to get them. All 
in all, we’d say, pretty expensive duck per 
pound—but guess that isn’t why we go 
hunting. . . . Ed Smith and John Witmer 
took three days off and made a trip to 
Canada—deer hunting. We're not. sure 
whether they went deer or dear hunting 
—but the report we got was—no deer. John 
bought a new rifle for the occasion too... . 
Art Holcomb is vacationing—among his 
travels he took in the Colorado-Nebraska 
game. . . . We're still losing our boys to 


To say that there is a new draftsman in the 
drafting room is not news. But when the 
“draftsman” is a lady it is definitely news. 
Renee’ Kruse is the lady and the first mem- 
ber of the fair sex to hold down a job in this 
department. The engineers have always been 
glad to help new employees get off to a good 
Start in their work. We can’t recall the time, 
however, when they have been so downright 
eager aboui it. Willing helpers, left to right, 
are Gary Clifford, Bob Neuman, Dave Rich- 
ards and Don Christle. 


Uncle Sam. Al DeBacker was drafted into 
the Army and left us October 21. Bob 
Turner was called back into the Navy on 
October 17. Turner is a veteran of six and 
one-half years and served three years over- 
seas. He was a member of the inactive 
naval reserve. We wish both Turner and 
DeBacker the best of luck. 


Lincoln Service Department 
Dorothy Miller, Associate Editor 


J. L. Baxter spent his vacation painting 
and papering his home. ... R. M. Cleve- 
land enjoyed visiting relatives in Cali- 
fornia. -He also saw Boulder Dam. While 
in California, the 102 temperature didn’t 
seem to agree with him. He claims he’d 
take Nebraska any day....R. H. Fischer 
and family spent their vacation in Denver 
in the mountains. ‘They also visited friends 
in Scottsbluff. . . . Merle Lohmeier rested 
at home while his newly wedded wife 
worked. Quite a system he has there... . 
O. A. Nelson journeyed to Albuquerque, 
New Mexico to visit his daughter and 
grandchildren. ... D. G. Rutledge visited 
relatives in Illinois and Indiana... . A. B. 
Smith was an unfortunate one while enroute 
to California. He was injured in an auto 
accident at Woodburn, Oregon. He is 
improving slowly at his home. We hope 
he will be back with us all soon.... W. H. 
Spurlock got out his paint bucket and 
brush just to see if he still knew how 
to use them. He surely must have, as 
he got his house painted. ... D. C. Travis 
was also an unfortunate one. He spent 
his vacation in bed sick with the flu... . 
K. L. Christensen traveled to Oklahoma 
to visit his family and Mr. Walker journeyed 
to Johnson Lake, hunting and fishing... . 
“At Home” vacations were enjoyed by 
L. H. Pierce and R. L. Baldwin... . H. G. 
White and N. M. Turner vacationed, but 
we haven’t heard how they were spent 
as yet. ... We are glad to welcome Rex 
Winders back to work, after a sick spell. 


Supply Department 
By Delores Oberg 


A few more vacations were checked off 
this month. ... A. E. Linden painted his 
house. ... W. K. Eno was glad he saved 
a week of his vacation for some pheasant 
hunting. .. . J. P. Howland, I. L. Olson, 
J. D. Litzenberg and W. F. Grant also 
saved a week of their vacations for some 
hunting. . . . Two more employees of the 
Supply Department have been beckoned 
by Uncle Sam. R. L. Baldwin, a member 
of the Naval Reserve, expects to leave 
around the middle of November. Incident- 
ally, Ralph’s first notice of recall was when 
he saw his name in the paper. One initial 
in the paper was incorrect so he wasn’t real 
sure he was the man listed until the follow- 
ing day when a call to the local Naval 
office brought proof to his anxious ear... . 
Don Bauer, a member of the garage force, 
has joined the Marines. .. . “Happy Birth- 
day to you. Happy Birthday Private Sharp.” 
This melody and lyric was heard coming 
from the Shop, on October 12. The occa- 


sion was not only Columbus Day, but also 
Art Sharp’s birthday. It seems as though 
Art has reached that certain age (19) and 
the fellows were warning him of what might 
happen to him in the future. .. . Pat Igou’s 
fellow workers have been trying to con- 
vince her that she might try paying her 
rent so she won’t have to be on the move 
all of the time. According to Pat this was 
only the fifth time in her one and one-third 
years of married bliss. She uses the excuse 
that she likes things new and different!!! 

Now that all who signed up for 
flu shots have received them, they are hop- 
ing that the “flu bug” has been scared 
away. ... C. S. Whittington had the mis- 
fortune of getting some gravel in his eye. 
He suffered some discomfort for a couple 
of days....D. E. Aydelott has been wailk- 
ing around with a stoop and when asked 
what the trouble was said it must be the 
weather. But, from other sources we hear it 
might be his “age”!!! ... We are still trying 
to figure out whether Helen Lessman was 
trying to draw designs on her blouse with 
ink or if she got the ink on her blouse by 
accident. She was rather concerned about 
how she was going to remove it when Char- 
lie Hansen suggested a pair of “scissors.” 
. .. John Ejisenbarth saw two of his sons 
off to the armed forces in less than two 
weeks’ time last month. John now has three 
sons serving Uncle Sam. Charles 
Hansen and his “crew” are neck and shoul- 
ders deep in inventory figures, as is usually 
the case about this time each year. 


Traffic Department 
Lincoln Operating Department 
Mary Ormand, Associate Editor 


The glitter of diamonds again prevails. 
Among those wearing them are Peggy Cole, 
Rose Erdkamp, Arta Sexton and Jo Waples. 
. .. Charlotte Bartlett enjoyed (?) a novel 
vacation. She spent most of it having the 
mumps. ... Ardel Freudenberg and Alberta 
King were noticeable one evening for mak- 
ing numerous visits to the drinking foun- 
tain. Upon inquiry, we learned the girls 


had tried their hand at making hot tamales, 
and observing the old axiom that “if a 
little is good, more is better,’ they were 
real generous with everything they dumped 
in and the tamales turned out really hot! 
. . . Betty Walsh entertained a number of 
girls at a personal shower for Maurine 
Harter who will become the bride of Don- 
ald Schark. ... We are glad to have Doro- 
thy Bouman, the former Dorothy Nelson, 
back with us. She is working as part time 
operator. . . . Arta Sexton was honoree at 
a party and shower given at the home of 
her mother at which girls from the traffic 
department were guests. .. . Cecile Simons 
says from here on she’s strictly a vege- 
tarian. The reason—one morning she took 
a bite of candy on the way to work, a 
wee bug took occasion to enter her mouth 
and was crushed by the bite. She declares 
the bitter taste remains in her mouth to 
this day. . . . Minnie Allen is recuperating 
at her home from a recent operation... . 
Evelyn Koch, Joan Lemmon, Blanche -Lo- 
gan and Virginia Hunt enjoyed an outdoor 
breakfast at Antelope Park on a recent 
Saturday morning. Heard also that the 
breakfast didn’t materialize until noon, due 
to the fact the girls got lost. . Melba 
Richards, chief operator, and Myra Met- 
calf vacationed in Chicago and Rock Island, 
Illinois, and Milwaukee, Wisconsin. . . . 
Mrs. Jensen, formerly Aldean Steinhoff of 
traffic, paid us a call recently. . . . Bernice 
Bishop enjoyed a week-end visit in Chey- 
enne, Wyoming, with her father and sister. 

Dorothy Grafton is confined to her 
home with a case of mumps. . Haxel 
Nichols has a new little granddaughter, born 
October 21 in Oklahoma. . . . Recent vaca- 
tioners include Ella Hansen, who visited 
Laurel, Montana; Marjorie Collins, Texas; 
Ruth Goslin, Enid, Oklahoma; Louise 
Schmidt, San Diego, California; ‘Theresa 
Carter, Minnesota; Irene Hampp, Omaha 
and Beaver Crossing; Jean Vybiral, var- 
ious points in Nebraska; Maurine Harter, 
Beaver Crossing; Elaine Suda, Milligan; 
Charlotte Bartlett, Ogallala, Broken Bow 
and Denver; Irene Kennedy, New York City 


Elizabeth Capron and Margaret Keller relaxing in the new Hastings operators’ lounge. 
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How're We Doin’? 


STATION GAIN SINCE 
JANUARY 1, i950 


Total Stations in 
Service 10-31-50 


and Ashland, Wisconsin; Lillian Hubbard, 
Dorothy Darnold and Joan Hosfield spent 
their vacations at home in Lincoln. Also 
vacationing were Dorothy Strawser and 
Joyce Arnold. Mickey Lahm, Doris 
Armstrong and Delores Slote visited us re- 
cently with their babies. ... Georgia Smith, 
assistant chief operator, is on vacation. ... 
Belva Peter and Barbara Coll almost be- 
lieve in miracles now. Walking downtown 
the Saturday of the Penn State game, they 
were asked by strangers if they could use 
two tickets to the game, as they had to 
leave town—could they!!!! 


General Traffic & Cafeteria 
Goldia Simons, Associate Editor 


It is not unusual to return from a week’s 
vacation in Chicago with a smiling face, 
but after hearing Myra Metcalf’s tale of 
woe, we wonder! Someone decided that the 
weight of Myra’s purse might slow her 
down, so relieved her of that burden. Despite 
this, Myra succeeded in having a wonder- 
ful time. She seems to be one of those 
“brave in spirit” individuals about whom 
we always hear. . . . Mary Bornemeier en- 
joyed her two weeks vacation at home in 
Murdock. Mary’s vocation seems to be 
that of a house painter and has completed 
their home with the exception of those 
high places. More power to you, Mary!... 
Elsie Anderson is spending a week of her 
vacation at home as far as we have been 
able to find out, but we will give you 
more details in the next issue. . . . Lucille 
Matthes, in the Cafeteria, appreciates the 
nice cool brisk autumn weather but not 
when one has just moved into a new house 
which doesn’t have a working heating sys- 
tem. The latest news to date on this sub- 
ject is that there is much heat and happi- 
ness in the Matthes home. ... After wit- 
nessing the sales ability of Pearl O’Hehir 
during the Community Chest drive, we are 
inclined to wonder how it was possible for 
her to get “hung up” by a curtain rod sales- 
man. In order to discover the rod was 
much shorter than the required size, Pearl 
had to tote said rod on the bus to Fair- 
bury and make the return trip (on the bus 
with the huge rod in tow) to exchange it 
for a longer rod. Pearl called the furni- 
ture men during her plight and they didn’t 


even know how to put it up, so from all 
indications, the drapes which are to be 
hung from the rod appear to be much 
brighter than the people involved in our 
little story. Better luck on the next trip, 
Pearl. Oh yes, didn’t we tell you? Pearl 
has purchased a much larger curtain rod 
which must also be taken to Fairbury via 
bus! . . . Imagine anyone with a troubled 
countenance on the 25th day of the month 
—pay day. Well, that’s exactly what yours 
truly encountered upon handing Dick Hob- 
son his pay check. Dick was not frowning 
with concern at the check, but at the at- 
tached notice, “You and Your Personality.” 
Mr. Hobson thought it was a subtle hint, 
and his only comment was, “Am I the 
only who who received one of these?” 


Southern. District 


Christine Mason, Associate Editor 
Auburn Area 


Colleen Curttright and Emma Lee DeJonge, 
Correspondents 


Vacationing this month are Marjorie 
DeBuhr, Barbara Gillispie, Monica Lempke, 
and Jack Little. Barbara is spending her 
time in Denver. ... Nancy Wilson visited 
at Pawnee City during her week end.... 
Oakel Butler visited in Sidney, Iowa. ... 
Stella Clark went to Lincoln to bring her 
sister home from the hospital. . . . Marjorie 
Wilhelms and her husband visited relatives 
in Red Oak, Iowa. ... Dixie Bade has been 
on the sick list... . Jean Sanders is limping 
from a fall from a motorcycle. Riding or 
driving, Jean?? ... Leta Holscher has moved 
to a new apartment. ... The Telephone girls 
bowling team is leading at Auburn; Joan 
Norvell and Doris Smith having top honors 
.... They tell us Jack Little of the Plant 
Department has taken up watch repairing 
during his lunch hour. . . . George Damon 
brought some very pretty flowers to the 
office and the commercial girls enjoyed them 
for several days. ... When will you learn, 
Amel, that a bulldozer is just naturally 
bigger than you are in spite of all those 
muscles? After this, pick on someone your 
own size. The commercial girls say 
“Many Thanks” to Mr. Oliver Borden for 
the box of chocolates. . . . Special visitors 


in the Traffic Department this month were 
Ted Biggerstaff, Judy Vanarsdall, “Chucky” 


Apple, Lynn Kinghorn, and Judy Norvell. 
Glad to have you “kids.”. .. Mary Eis of the 
Lincoln Supply Department was a Sep- 
tember visitor at the Humbolt office. 


Beatrice Area 
Ruth Kiesow, Correspondent 


Even though fall is in full swing and Old 
Man Winter is right around the corner, va- 
cations are still in progress. Doris Meents 
spent a few days in Lincoln and the rest of 
the time here in Beatrice taking life easy 
.... At the same time Lois Kuhn was travel- 
ing through Oklahoma, Texas, New Mexico, 
Old Mexico and Colorado seing such famous 
places as Carlsbad Caverns and Pike’s Peak 

. . . Marcella Will spent some time in 
Omaha and the remainder here in Beatrice 
visiting with her sister and brother who were 
here from California. . . . Ruth Diekman 
stayed close to home ambitiously (?) doing 
her house-cleaning. . . . Mrs. Carmen also 
stayed in Beatrice “just resting.”. .. At this 
writing Alyce White and Miss Willey are on 
vacation, so we shall probably hear more of 
their vacations next time. . . . Congratula- 
tions to Darlene Claussen who is wearing a 
beautiful diamond. The latest toll 
students are Dorothy Hughes and Florence 
Wilkens who seem to be coming through 
with flying colors. ... Norma Jean Rutan 
and husband vacationed in California again 
this year. . . . Chris Mason and husband 
spent a few days in the Missouri Ozarks and 
a few days in Omaha watching television. 


Fairbury Area 


Florence Herman, Correspondent 


Dorcas Slater spent her vacation in Den- 
ver, Colorado and Tillie Alpers spent her 
vacation in Clatonia. . . . Vera Sweetser, 
Mandane Reid and Jack Ruble had “at 
home” vacations. ... J. C. Gear tried his 
luck at fishing in Minnesota and Mr. T. E. 
Longdon did some hunting near Chapman, 
Nebraska. Mandane Reid, cashier, won a 
door prize at the opening of the McLucas- 
Wiebe Lumber Company. 

Tecumseh Area 
Mary Kalin, Correspondent 


Dorothy Agena visited relatives in Omaha 
and Trenton during her vacation. She also 
saw friends in Bird City, Kansas, and she 
thought it was nice just to be able to spend 
a leisurely time visiting. .. . Wanda Rem- 
mers stayed about a week with her aunt and 
uncle on their farm at Ft. Calhoun. She 
claims she spent the evenings “quietly” at 
home watching television. We wonder. . 7 
Mary Kalin divided two weeks into visits 
with her three sisters at Seneca, Kansas, 
St. Marys, and Columbus, Nebraska. She 
ended up getting an awful sunburn and a 
sore foot from walking too many miles in 
Columbus. There’s nothing like covering 
a lot of territory--on foot. . .. We finally 
saw that granddaughter, Pamela, that Cecile 
Morehead has been talking about and she’s 
just like a doll, which is just what Cecile 
has been trying to tell us... . Mr. and Mrs. 
Vern Johnson took a trip through Arkansas 
where they visited the Old Spanish Cave, 
and they were in Tulsa, Oklahoma, too... .. 
Waldo Harrington’s recent visitors included 
his parents, Mr. and Mrs. R. E. Harrington 


of Kanorado, Kansas, and his sister,Mrs. 
Wayne Hall of Silt, Colorado. . . . Mary 
Kalin went to see Sammy Kaye when he 
Played at Peony Park in Omaha. It was 
a birthday celebration, and she can prove 
she was there because she got his autograph 
.... Bill Eckles got too excited listening to 
a football game and sat down in some acid. 
Luckily, he noticed it before any damage was 
done. . . . Irby Haverstadt had a beautiful 
shiner all week, He says the black eye was 
caused by a chip of wood hitting him in the 
eye, and his wife had nothing to do with it 
- ... Wanda Remmers had an embarrassing 
moment at a dance recently. She bumped 
into someone and her sweater caught on a 
Piece of jewelery which started it unraveling. 
Wanda and her partner made a hurried exit 
-... Tyler Ryan is hoping for nice weather 
for a while because he is painting his house. 
His motto is, “I’ll get done in ’51.” 


Wilber Area 
Lavina McElroy, Correspondent 


Nata Hershey, operator, Geneva, spent the 
week end of October 22 with her mother, 
Mrs. Adell Hershey in Tobias. . . . Dora 
Thornburg, Chief Operator, Western, spent 
a few days in Omaha getting acquainted 
with her grandson, Steven, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Dale Meisenbach. . . . Elizabeth An- 
thony, operator, Wilber, has been taking 
treatments in Lincoln for her eyes. 


Western District 


Beatrice Rohrer, Associate Editor 
Geneva Area 
Velma Garland, Correspondent 

Eita Griffin of the Geneva Traffic, en- 
tered St. Elizabeth Hospital on October 17 
for minor surgery. Here’s hoping you have 
a quick recovery Eita and will be back to 
work soon. ... No matter how late in the 
year it may be, we still have some vacations 
rolling around. Betty Jezek, Traffic, is 
Spending a three week vacation in California 
visiting relatives, and from all the nice cards 
we’ve gotten, she must be having a good 
time. . . . Bill Minich spent a week’s vaca- 
tion painting his house. ... Armin Ackerman 
and John Scheierman with their families, 
vacationed in Texas. ... Reno Weis began a 
three weeks vacation on October 23 and from 
all rumors we believe most of the time will 
be spent hunting. ... Nata Hershey, Traffic, 
spent the week end of October 21 visiting 
her mother in Tobias. 


Hastings Area 
Jeanie Steele, Correspondent 

Vacation time may be over but that doesn’t 
dampen the enthusiasm around here. Bonita 
Beiriger was in Salina, Kansas, for a while 
and then back home spending the rest of her 
vacation, eating and sleeping. . . . Miss 
Redinger spent some time in Kansas visiting 
her grandmother. ... Jessie Van Trump spent 
the last week of her vacation in Lincoln, 
shopping. ... Mrs. Schiding was in Wiscon- 
sin for her two weeks. .. . To the sand hills 
went Mrs. Henry and Mrs. Bott, but they 
assured us, not to the same place. Mrs. 
Henry relates how she got up at six every 
morning to milk cows (such ambition!) ... 


Now, Bud, you cut that out. Frances Virgil, toll billing supervisor in the Accounting 
Department, blushed like a school girl when her fellow employees remembered her birthday 
with a cake topped with an oversized candle. Bud Eden is singing “Happy Birthday” as he 
presents the cake. 


Just resting at home was enough for Doris 
Bramble and Barbara Peterson. . . . Miss 
Alldritt, Hastings service assistant, while 
spending the week end in Iowa with a 
friend, happened to answer the telephone. 
To the question of whose residence this was, 
Miss Alldritt replied, ‘Fox,’ to which the 
operator replied, “Operator, please get off 
the line.’ So never think you can fool 
another operator. 


Hebron Area 
Verna Dankenbring, Correspondent 


Francis Stewart, operator, is enjoying a 
two week vacation with relatives in Baytown, 
Texas. ... Mary Ellen Francis and JoAnne 
Thompson, operators, danced to Harry James 
in Lincoln and Sammy Kaye in York just re- 
cently. ... Mr. and Mrs. John Brockmeyer 
visited our office one afternoon. Mr. Brock- 
meyer worked at Hebron many years ago but 
is now employed at Beatrice. It was good to 
see them again. 

Superior Area 
LuEtta Braun, Correspondent 

H. L. Whitney is taking his three week va- 
cation..... J. H. Bauer returned from a two 
weeks vacation, the greater part of which was 
spent at various places in Illinois. . . . Lillie 
Wilford, the janitress, was carrying her apron 
to work the other day but when she reached 
the office her apron was missing. As she 
back-tracked she found it hanging over a rail 
on main street. Embarrassed?.... Marianne 
Sole, clerk in the commerical department, 
has had something added on the third finger 
of her left hand. You guessed it, a diamond 
and beautiful too. ... Nyla Edgar has been 
on the sick list suffering from rheumatic 
fever. ... Clarel Wishart is also absent from 
work due to illness. ... Fern Roe is a new 
employee in the Traffic Department and has 
almost finished her toll training. Welcome, 
Fern!....A few of the other employees who 
have been on vacation are Frank H. Kubat, 
Olga Andersen, Bertha Andersen and Irene 
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Hashage. ... Mrs. Erma Keenan has been 
transferred from the Hastings traffic depart- 
ment to Superior. We are glad to have Mrs. 
Keenan with us. 


Sutiton-Harvard Area 


Norma Nuss, Correspondent 


Mrs. Bieck, chief operator at Harvard, and 
her husband, attended the Nebraska-Penn. 
State football game at Lincoln on band day 
... . Sutton has been a pretty busy place 
during the past month with the conversion. 
The new telephones are very nice but we do 
miss the operators. . . . Catherine Cassell 
and her husband took a trip to Colorado.... 
Elmer Moorhead and Joe Adamson helped 
with the Fairmont cut-over 


York-Osceola Area 
Jody Spady, Correspondent 


As you notice, a new name is placed before 
the title “correspondent” for the York- 
Osceola area. After working four years as 
a telephone operator and correspondent, 
Helen Robinson has retired to devote her 
full time to being a housewife. We wish 
her as much success in her new position as 
she gained in the one previous. ... vacations 
while ending for some, are just beginning 
for others. Bessie Shultz just returned 
from her vacation at Omaha and Geneva. 
Though plagued with a cold, through sniffles 
and sneezes she showed up in one piece... . 
The fun has just begun for Dea Hayes who 
is spending her two weeks with her brother 
and relatives in South Dakota. . . . Betty 
Beebe, Osceola cashier, spent her vacation 
“resting up” at home. ... Getting up early 
in the morning to do the washing, didn‘t 
seem to agree with Velma Garlock recently. 
While most people don’t put starch in the 
rinse water, Velma did, thereby starching 
everthing but the shirts which were origin- 
ally her main objective. This only goes to 
show you that “Blue Mondays” may result 
in “Stiff Mondays.” 
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IN PAST YEARS CHARLES MESHIER BEATRICE HAS 
OFFERED TRANSFUSIONS ON SEVERAL OCCASIONS 
To PEOPLE WHOSE LIVES WERE AT LOW EBB. . IN 
EVERY INSTANCE THEY STAGED REMARKABLE RECOV- 
ERIES.. CHARLIE ATIRIBUTED THIS To THE QUALITY 
OF THE MESHIER BLOOD THAT FLOWED IN THEIR 
VEINS... 4 FEW DAYS AGO HE WAS CALLED ON To 
REPEAT HIS ERRAND OF MERCY AND RUSHED To 
“THE HOSPITAL WHERE THE INTERNE PUNCTURED 
HIM IN 1 DOZEN PLACES WITHOUT FINDING A DROP 
OF BLOOD. .FOLKS AT BEATRICE ARE NOW CALLING 
HIN “TURNIP MESHIER « 
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AT GREAT COST AND EFFORT, SWEDE“ FOSTER GOT A 
SEATED COMFORTABLY AT KICK: OFF TIME HE REACHED 
FOR HI5 GLASSES AND FOUND THAT HE HAD LEFT THEM 
ATHOME . .“SWEDE“ CAN'T SEZ BEYOND ARMS LENGTH 
WITHOUT HI5 SPECS. . THE ONLY THING HE COULD 
DISCERN, DURING HIS LONG SIT, WAS A HAZY 
MOVEMENT OF COLOR AT HALF TIME WHEN THE 
MASSED BANDS OCCUPIED THE PLAYING FIELD. 
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WHILE MR. AND MRS. BERT KLINE , SUPERIOR, 
WERE DOING SOME HOME REDECORATING , MR5. 
KLINE'S FOOT SLIPPED OFF THE LADDER 

AND SHE FELL 10 THE FLOOR . . AS SHE WAS 
SITTING THERE REJOICING THAT NO BONES 
WERE BROKEN THE PAINT CAN SLOWLY 
AOPPLED FROM THE TOP OF THE LADDER 
AND LANDED UPSIDE DOWN ON HER HEAD. . 
WE REPORT THIS ONLY AS A NEWS ITEM AND 
DO NOT THINK IT THE LEAST BIT FUNNY , 


EXCUSE A DIENG €45 


—_——_ 


Zz , 
z seSseSe, 
3432222 


WHEN THEIR LITTLE HANGS ACH HE DOOR BE 0 
C 

AME SAITCAND WANG, rte NONE le muse? 

hs REPORTS THAT NARY 

LONG ENOUGH FOR A SECOND LOOK #7 THe APPARITIO 


WORKING 


=— 


MIXING CEMENT AT THE SIDE OF THE OPENING. HE FILLE , 5 
BUCKET WITH WATER AND SET IT NEAR BY... SOMEHON alg 
UPSET AND SPILLED 15 CONTENTS INTO THE HOLE IN O OOF 
SPLASH, CARRYING DIRT, SAND AND DEBRIS WITH IT, ae 
WHICH LANDED ON AL'S HEAD. . HE DID NOT APPREC 

“HE HUMOR OF THE SITUATION. 
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CARL AHL SPENT A WEEK OF HIS VACATION 
HELPING HI5 RURAL RELATIONS WITH THEIR. 
CORN PICKING. . HE DROVE THE TRACTOR 
WHICH PULLED THE PICKER HNp WAGON IN Al 
RAIN BEHIND IT. .ON ONE SAD DAY CARL WAS 
TURNING THE MACHINES AROUND AT THE END OF THE ROW 
WHEN HE SPIED THE WAGON SETTING ON A HILL IN THE DIM 
DISTANCE... AND THE CORN WAS STREWN ON THE GROUND 
FOR THE ENTIRE LENGTH OF THE FIELD « 
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~ LUD EDEN - Exgimeering, —— BILL ¥ LANT- Neb. City « 
WE HOPE THIS FAD DOESN'T SPREAD - - BUP EDEN AND BILLY LANT 
WERE SEEN ROAMING THEIR RESPECTIVE ORBITS IN UNMATED SHOES. 
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Sketch of the new building with arrows indicating the firstsection now under construction. The drawing shows six stories; 
however, the building will ultimately rise to eight. The front of thecompleted structure will face east on 15th sireet. 


Construction Begins (in New Lincoln Building 


ONSTRUCTION of Lincoln’s new 
eight general office and 
equipment building at 15th and M 
Streets was started November 13. 
Planned to harmonize with the beauti- 
fication of the 15th street approach to 
the state capitol, the reinforced con- 
crete structure will be of modern archi- 
tecture with the first floor exterior in 
granite and the floors above in Indiana 


imestone. 


Vice President H. H. Wheeler turn- 
ed the first shovelful of earth in a 
brief ground breaking ceremony also at- 
tended by Thomas C. Woods, presi- 
dent; Frank H. Woods, chairman of 
the Board; C. C. Donley, chief engi- 
neer, Martin Aitken, architect and Carl 
Olson, contractor. It was President 
Woods’ first public appearance since he 
was injured in a fall several months 
ago. 


story 


The new building will be erected in 
three sections instead of in one unit in 
order to make space available at an 
earlier date for installation of new 
equipment. Offices and departments 


will move from the present building at 
1342 M street to the new building as 
sections are constructed and equipment 
is installed. 


Excavation for the $850,000 first 
section is now nearing completion and 
cement construction will start shortly 
after the first of the year. September 1, 
1951 is the date set for completion. 
This section will be a three story struc- 
ture, 92x142 feet, in which will be 
contained the local service and toll wire 
chief departments, the switchroom and 
long distance operating department. 

Five stories for general offices and 
more equipment space will be added to 
this in the construction of the second 
section. The third section will be built 
east of the original three stories and 
will face 15th street where the main 
entrance to the completed building will 
be. This will be a three story structure 
with the business office on the first 
floor and additional space for the 
switchroom and traffic department on 
the second and third floors respec: 
tively. 


Described floor by floor, the first 
section will contain in the basement a 
large power plant to provide electrical 
power for all telephone equipment in 
the building, heating and air condi- 
tioning equipment, the underground 
cable entrance, emergency engine gen- 
erators and custodian quarters. The 
club room will also be located here 
when the third section is constructed. 

On the first floor will be the toll and 
local main frames; toll test board; re- 
peater, carrier, and other equipment as- 
sociated with toll circuits and switch- 
boards, inter-toll dial switching equip- 
ment; local test board and local service 
department. 

New dial switching equipment will 
be installed on the second floor for the 
“5” exchange and the new “7” ex- 
change which will come into being 
with the cutover. Many telephones 
from the “2” and “5” office area will 
be transferred to the “7” exchange to 
relieve the acute shortage of facilities 
which now exists in this area. Numbers 
in these exchanges can be assigned for 
either party or individual line service. 


The cutover of the “5” and “7” ex- 
changes is expected to take place late 
in 1952 after which equipment for the 
“9” exchange will be installed in the 
new building. 

The long distance operating depart- 
ment will occupy the third floor. Here 
the toll and information switchboards 
will be installed and ample space will 
be provided for operators’ quarters. 
When the third section of the building 
is completed the employees’ cafeteria 
will also be located here. 

This building and facilities expan- 
sion program, the Company's greatest 
and most costly, was entered upon 
through necessity. The present build- 
ing has been outgrown both with re- 
spect to office room and space for 
equipment. We are literally bursting at 
the seams and there is much demand 
for more service, both local and toll, 
but no place to install more equipment. 
This is readily understood when one 
considers that in the past 10 years in 
Lincoln telephones in service have in- 
creased from 27,902 to 42,215, a gain 
of 51.3% and long distance calls have 
gone up annually from 370,640 to 
842,861, a 127.4% jump. 

Continued growth of Lincoln is fore- 
cast in planning for the equipment and 
space requirements. Factors bearing on 
Lincoln’s development such as popula- 
tion trends and establishment of new 
business organizations have been care- 
fully studied and analyzed. It is esti 
mated that with its six exchanges Lin- 


Vice President H. H. Wheeler turned the first shovelful of earth in the ground breaking 
ceremony November 13 at 11:00 A. M. Other participants are, left to right, Martin Aitken, 
architect; C. C. Donley, chief engineer; Thomas C. Woods, president; Frank H. Woods, chair- 


man of the Board; and Carl Olson, contractor. 


coln will be able to serve up to 60,000 
telephones. More reserve capacity also 
will be available for reference of calls 
in case of number changes and provid- 
ing of individual line service where it 
is wanted. 

The trend of long distance develop- 
ment has also been carefully projected 
through several decades. Sixty toll po- 
sitions will form the original installa- 
tion in the new operating room, sup- 
planting the 48 now in service. Twelve 
other positions will be assigned to in- 
formation and other service. 

The new long distance facilities will 
incorporate operator toll dialing and 


are engineered for subsequent connec- 
tion and operation with the nation- 
wide toll dialing network. In its use 
Lincoln operators will be enabled to 
dial many more distant subscriber num- 
bers directly without going through an 
intermediate operator. At present Lin- 
coln operators can reach telephones in 
26 exchanges by direct dialing. In the 
ultimate course of the toll dialing pro- 
gram the calling subscriber may dial 
out of town telephones from his own 
home or office. The timing and record- 
ing of the call—perhaps even the bill- 
ing—to be done by automatic machines 
at the central office. 


The first three story section of the building will look like this when completed. In it 
will be the toll and local service departments, the switchroom and traffic department. 
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Operators at intermediate dialing centers at Auburn, Beatrice, 
Falls City, Lincoln and Nebraska City can now reach telephones at 
Tecumseh and 11 other towns by a few turns of the dial. Operators 
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at these centers can also dial through Tecumseh to other inter- 


Tecumseh Becomes A Dial Toll Center 


By Myra Metcalf 
) Oheaae forward step in making 


long distance service faster and 
better was completed last month when 
inter-toll dialing equipment at Tecum- 
seh and associated circuits to intermedi- 
ate dialing centers was cut into service. 
This inter-toll area, the second in our 
territory, has Tecumseh as the dial toll 
center and Auburn, Beatrice, Falls City, 
Lincoln and Nebraska City as inter- 
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mediate dialing centers. Operators in 
each intermediate dialing center can 
now dial telephones at Tecumseh 
and all telephones at eleven dial ex- 
changes reached through Tecumseh. 
These eleven exchanges are Humboldt, 
Pawnee City, Burr, Table Rock, Burch- 
ard, Steinauer, Elk Creek, Crab Or- 
chard, Cook, Sterling and Adams. 

Calls go through about as quickly 
and easily as dialing a local number. 
As an example, suppose an operator in 
Beatrice wished to call a subscriber in 
Tecumseh. She would plug into a Te- 
cumseh circuit and dial the telephone 
number of the Tecumseh subscriber. 
This would ring the Tecumseh sub- 
scriber’s telephone. If the Beatrice op- 
erator wished to ring a subscriber in 
Pawnee City, she would plug into a 
Tecumseh circuit, dial the number for 
Pawnee City, followed by the tele- 
phone number of the subscriber at 
Pawnee City. 

In addition to direct dialing of sub- 
scribers, operators at intermediate dial- 
ing centers can now dial through Te- 
cumseh and reach the operator at other 
towns such as Auburn, Falls City, Ne- 
braska City, Lincoln and Beatrice. 

Our Company is the first in Ne- 
braska to establish toll center dialing 
networks which are designed and 

Left, a part of the inter-toll equipment aj 
Tecumseh with Bill Eckles and J. C. Smith 


doing some testing. Equipment was installed 
by Smith and Dave Guthrie. 


Operators at Tecumseh give information 
service for twelve exchanges in that vicinity. 
Mrs. Goldie Thompson Busenbarrick is look- 
ing up a number on a long distance call, 
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mediate offices. Putting through calls to distant telephones are, 
left to right, Shirley Snyder at Auburn, Margaret Wademan at 
Nebraska City and Pauline Portschy at Beatrice. 


equipped for subsequent connection 
and operation as a part of the nation- 
wide toll dialing program. With the 
conversion of Hastings to dial opera- 
tion last July, the first of such toll 
dialing areas in Nebraska was put in 
service. Hastings is the dial toll center 
of this area with Geneva, Grand 
Island, Hebron, Kearney, Lincoln, Red 
Cloud, Superior and York as the inter- 
mediate dialing centers dialing to and 
through Hastings. 

The national toll dialing plan was 
initiated in 1943 when the toll dial 
switching center at Philadelphia was 
established. There are now more than 
800 communities of all sizes in the 
United States which can be reached 
through the national toll dialing net- 
work and about one-third of the na- 
tion’s long distance calls are handled 
by direct dialing. 


Co-ops New Credit 
And Debit Girl 


Introducing Tillie Boyd, newly 
appointed bookkeeper for the Co- 
Op Credit Association, surrounded 
by the records and equipment of 
her office. She replaces Mrs. Beryl 
Proudfit, who recently resigned. 
Mrs. Boyd is at her desk in Room 
200, from 8:40 until noon, Monday 
through Saturday, transacting busi- 
ness and posting accounts for mem- 
bers of the credit organization. 

The practice of having the office 
open only in the mornings was put 
into effect several months ago. 
Co-Op members were also encour- 
aged to use the mail in making de- 
posits and withdrawals. Both of 
these innovations have proved to 
be time and labor savers, and have 
had much to do with streamlining 
the work of the Association. 


Mr. and Mrs. Al Ager are the proud 
parents of a baby girl, Linda, born Septem- 
ber 24. Mr. Ager is a member of the Lin- 
coln Service Department. 


Mr. and Mrs. Dale Weaver announce 
the birth of a baby girl, Marcia Kay. Dale 
is on military leave from the Lincoln Service 
Department. 


The reason that a dollar won't do as 
much for people as it once did is that 
people won't do as much for a dollar 
as they once did. 


How Eager Can You Get? 
OMMY HEDGES and his Hastings 


- construction crew had heard of 
eager beavers before one cold early 
morning repair job last month. But 
when they looked over damage to the 
Hastings-Grand Island toll lead after 
one of these flat tailed critters had 
bowled it over they began to wonder 
just how eager you can get, even if 
you are a beaver. 

This particular beaver spied a likely 
looking cottonwood tree about 214 
miles north of Doniphan on a small 
fork of the Platte river and apparently 
decided that the tender top branches 
would make pretty good eating. The 
fact that the tree was 35 feet high and 
16 inches in diameter and that there was 
a 26 wire lead between the tree and the 
water didn’t seem to bother him an 
iota. He went to work and after as 
many nibbles as it takes to eat one’s 
way through a 16 inch cottonwood the 
tree swayed and fell breaking all 26 
wires and splintering three crossarms. 
The pole stood the strain, however, 


Crew Foreman Tommy Hedges is pointing 
ruefully at the tangled and broken wires 
where the tree fell. 


and didn’t fall. The break knocked out 
22 toll circuits, one farm line, a Mutual 
radio broadcast, three press wires for 
newspapers and several special circuits 
for market reports. 

In case you're wondering, nature’s 
number one engineer had the job fig- 
ured perfectly. The tree fell just where 
he wanted it, with the top branches 
laying conveniently in the water. 


Severed Cable Knocks Out 275 Telephones 


By Shirley Hess 


A large ditching machine used in the 
laying of a steam pipe line went 
through two underground cables be- 
tween K and L streets on 13th in Lin- 
coln and put 275 telephones west of 
that point out of service for several 
hours. All service at the county court 
house was out. 


The mishap took place on November 
30 about 12:45 P. M. Splicers Cy 
Hutchison, Bill Huddleston and Claude 
Bond, with helpers John Witmer, Cloyd 
Bucknell and Leonard White, got on 
the job at once and had the 200 pair 
and 100 pair cables repaired and all 
service back in working order by two 
o’clock the next morning. 


Among the telephones out of service 
were those for the County Sheriff and 
Wadlow’s ambulance service. Prepara- 
tions were made to connect the Sher- 
iff’s telephone through to the Lincoln 
Police department’s switchboard but 
service was restored before this became 
necessary. A temporary connection 
through another cable was made for 
Wadlow’s. 


At left, helpers J. D. Witmer and L. K. White are making up tag boards used for testing 
the pairs through. The picture at right shows the large bite chewed out of the two cables 
by the ditching machine. Claude Bond and Cy Hutchison are making repairs with experi hands. 


=A 5 }e-— 


Merry Christmas from David 


and Dennis—and from Us,Too 
| eee the postman at College View 

didn’t have any letters to deliver 
to Santa Claus at the North Pole before 
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this picture was taken, but he does 
now. David and Dennis Christensen 
saw to that. 


The cute little 314 year old twin 
sons of Kenneth Christensen were Bud 
Eden’s models for this month’s cover 
scene, and two better mannered and 
co-operative young subjects you could 
not hope to find. When we com- 
mented on this to their mother, Agnes, 
she told us confidentially that she 
wished they would be that good all 
the time. 


The only difficulty encountered was 
that the instant each of the dozen or 
so pictures was taken, the boys would 
try to whisk the envelope into the mail- 
box—and they succeeded two or three 
times before someone could retrieve the 
north bound mail. Fortunately we had 
foreseen this contingency and _ had 
brought along a good supply of let- 
ters addressed to Santa. 


David and Dennis are the sons of 
Kenneth Christensen who works for 
L.T.@T. as a switchman at Lincoln. 
During World War II he served two 
years in Uncle Sam’s Navy. The Chris- 
tensen’s live at 4430 South 48 in a 
cozy new home complete with a frisky 
puppy the twins call Skippy. The 
Christmas tree wasn’t up yet when we 
were there and we don’t know what 
the boys had in mind when they mailed 
their letters to the old gentleman at the 


North Pole. But we feel pretty sure 
that whatever it was, he will know 
about it, and David and Dennis will 
find their hearts’ desire under the tree 
after the reindeer and sleigh have 
passed by. 


Sports Notes 


Company volleyball and basketball 
teams are lining up for another season 
of league play. Both squads are faced 
with the big problem of finding re- 
placements for several key players who 
are not returning to the courts this 
year. A goodly number of promising 
though untried recruits are making their 
appearance in both sports. 


Harold Brady and Buck Isaman have 
renewed their contracts as coaches for 
volleyball and basketball, respectively. 
These talented gentlemen have the typi- 
cal attitude of their profession and are 
experts in the use of the crying towel. 
They make the identical predictions that 
their po’ little girls and boys have lit- 
tle chance against the competition they 
will meet this year. Mr. Isaman toned 
down his remarks somewhat when his 
basketers won their first game of the 
season in a low scoring duel, 13 to 10. 
Although the Company boys had little 
success at hitting the basket, they 
showed real promise at retaining pos- 
session of the ball. 


The teams are members of the same 
league in which they have been cavort- 
ing for several years past. Happily they 
usually perform therein with greater 
success than is forecast by our gloomy 
coaching staff. 
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Called To the Colors 


The roll of employees in military 
service was lengthened by two names 
since the November issue of the News, 
bringing the total now in uniform to 40. 


Among the first to be called into service 
were Major R. D. Andrews and Sergeant- 
Major Donald Swanson of Lincoln. They are 
now stationed at Camp Gordon, Georgia, with 
the Company sponsored signal service unif. 


The additional members of the Honor 
Roll are Robert J. Turner, groundman, 
construction department and Ralph L. 
Baldwin, advanced clerk, supply de- 
partment. Both were called into active 
service in the U. 8. Navy. 

Consistent with the policy followed 
in World War II, the Telephone News 
is being mailed to all our servicemen 
and, by the use of first class mail, it 
may be forwarded on the trail of the 
boys in their travels, so that eventually 
it should reach them. However this 
method is not always successful. Every 
month a few of the mailings are re- 
turned because they are unable to 
catch up with the servicemen in their 
movements. In order that the mailing 
list may be kept up as accurately as pos- 
sible we solicit the aid of all our mili 
tary personnel and those in correspond- 
ence with them. Please drop a card to 
the Telephone News Editor, or let us 
know by other means, whenever a 
change of military address occurs. 


Telephone Service 
For the Pentagon 


What will be the world’s largest 
private branch exchange system is com- 
ing into being in Washington for the 
Department of Defense. A Western 
Electric, step-by-step system, it will have 
18,500 lines and 33,000 telephones and 
will handle upwards of 250,000 calls a 
day. By calling Liberty 5-6700, any 
telephone in the Pentagon building can 
be reached. Large enough to serve a 
city twice the size of Lincoln, the new 
system could be nearly doubled in size 
in emergency. 


Frank H. Woods 


Honored by Kiwanis 
RANK H. WOODS, founder of 


our Company and Chairman of its 
Board, was the recipient on November 


Mr. Woods, at right, receives the medal 
from Kiwanis President Merle M. Hale. 


10 of the Lincoln Kiwanis Club medal 
for “distinguished service as a lawyer, 
executive, philanthropist and citizen.” 
The presentation was made at a lunch- 
eon held at the Lincoln Chamber of 
Commerce. 

Merle M. Hale, general commercial 
superintendent, presided at the cere- 
monies as president of the Lincoln Ki- 
wanis Club. In order to perform the 
pleasant duty he flew in from Boston 
where he was enrolled at Harvard Uni- 
versity in a course of study in advanced 
management. 

Also on the presentation program 
was John H. Agee, formerly vice pres- 
ident and general manager, whose close 
association with Mr. Woods through 
the course of the last quarter century 
made him the logical and happy 
choice to deliver the tribute to the 
Honored Guest. 

Mr. Woods’ name is added to the 
list of 26 other great Nebraskans who 
have received the Distinguished Serv- 
ice Award since the institution of its 
annual presentation in 1922. 

The Kiwanis award represents the 
fourth time in recent years that Mr. 
Woods has been the recipient of pub- 
lic honors in recognition of his contri 
bution to community life. In June, 
1944, the University of Nebraska 
Alumni association presented him with 
a distinguished service gold medal ac- 
companied by a citation that described 
him as an “illustrious organizer, execu- 


tive banker, industrialist, administrator 
and benefactor.” 

At the 1945 commencement exercises 
of the University of Nebraska the de- 
gree of honorary doctor of laws was 
bestowed upon him for his accomplish- 
ments in the field of jurisprudence. 

In June, 1948, he was cited by the 
Ak-Sar-Ben association of Omaha in 
one of its annual “Good Neighbor” 
awards which set out that it was in 
recognition of his philanthropic activ- 
ities generally and in particular for his 
gift of the $65,000 Rogers tract to the 
city of Lincoln as a memorial to his par- 
ents. 


McKenna Moves to Texas 


ys A. McKenna is now living in 

Houston, Texas where he moved 
last month on an extended leave of 
absence from his duties as directory 
sales manager. Mac hasn’t been well 
for the past two years and it was 
thought the change to a warmer climate 
and a complete rest would be the 
treatment he could take to regain his 
strength and health. His son Dean 
lives in Houston and the McKennas 
have many friends there. Houston is 
the place where Mr. McKenna first 
started his directory sales career 22 
years ago. 

Mac is most affectionately regarded 
throughout the LT&T territory and 
we're sure his numerous friends will 
be glad to know that he and Mrs. Mc- 
Kenna arrived in Texas without mis- 
hap and that they are now comfort: 
ably settled in their new home. On 
behalf of these friends we send greet- 
ings and best wishes for a speedy re- 
covery. The address in Houston is 4039 
Law Street. 


Benefit Claims Paid 


HE following claims were paid by 
the Telephone Employees Mutual 
Benefit Association. 
November 

Primary members: V. M. Simpson, Lincoln 
Construction, $10.00; R. C. Humiston, Weeping 
Water Non-functional, $10.00; Eita M. Griffin, 
Geneva Traffic, $76.25; B. L. Ford, Beatrice 
Plant, $16.00; Minnie I. Allen, Lincoln Traffic, 
$224.00; Aletha Davison, Lincoln Vice Presi- 
dent’s Office, $287.00; Vey S. Warren, Beatrice 
Traffic, $10.00. 

Dependents: Mrs. E. L. Martin, Lincoln, 
$45.00; Robert H. Culver, Jr., Lincoln, $15.00; 
Mrs. F. J. Barnett, Lincoln, $113.25: John 
Lyne, Lincoln, $41.25; Frank Jordan, Fairbury, 
$37.50; Ronald Harrington, Tecumseh, $126.75; 
Sandra Smith, Lincoln, $56.55; Mrs. R. S. 
Culver, Lincoln, $11.25; Warren Drake, Te- 
cumseh, $37.50. 
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Frank Tefft Retires 


Frank L. Tefft, Lincoln service de- 
partment, retired on pension October 
19. He was one of the few remaining 
“Automatic” telephone men whose ex- 
perience dates back 
to the days of com- 
petitive telephone 
exchanges in Lin- 
coln. He was em- 
ployed in August, 
1910. His service 
record extending 
unbroken to the 
present time, is 
marred only by re- 
current sieges of eg 
illness during the past several years. 
Since October, 1949, he has been on 
the sickness disability payroll. 


Most of Frank’s telephone years were 
spent in the Lincoln plant organization. 
He was first listed as an installer, then 
became inspector and, in 1916, a com- 
binationman. During the ‘twenties he 
was assigned to several projects of a 
special nature among which was the 
development and installation of public 
address systems during the time this . 
service was offered by the Company. 
In the early depression years he was 
transferred to the district manager's 
office where he acted as special sales 
representative. On July 21, 1933, he 
returned to the plant department as 
merit switchboardman and in 1940 en- 
tered the switchroom as first class 
switchman, the position he held at the 
time of retirement. 


Thank You Note 


I wish to thank one and all for the 
cards, letters and many visits during my 
illness. Your thoughtfulness is greatly 
appreciated. 


Mrs. Irene M. Combs. 


JOURNEY’S END 


Mrs. Roscoe Tenny, mother of Virginia 
Kuchera, Lincoln Accounting Department, 
passed away November 8. Funeral services 
were held at David City on November 10. 

Mr. Louis Kracman, father of Libby Krac- 
man, Seward Traffic Department, passed 
away November 19. Funeral services were 
held November 22 at the Catholic Church 
in Abie. 


The social committee left to right at the head table: Wuldah Gessner; Cecile 
Anderson; Myrtle Pugsley Melba Richards, chairman; Kathryn Portsche; 
Florence Tatman and Mrs.Sparks,who appeared on the program. 
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Clockwise around this table ve f ind Florence A bogast, Dorothy 
Lefler, Georgia Smith , Ina Ozenbaugh, Darlene Mulder, Ruth 
Straka and Lillian Baker. 


— 


<> At other tables about the Garden Room 
the ladies were entirely too busy with 
their conversation to face the camera. > 


The hobby corner featured displays of pencil 


ry | 
ox 


st, os - a 
BS 
: racer omens Ieee rte ene! Poe 2 
hs. j =e coe SEEM Pe 3 ‘ 


s by Moreane Alldritt, left; 
salt and pepper sets by Florence Arbogast, middle; and tea pots 
by Marie Pearson, right . 
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The Pioneer party season began to roll during November 
with two assemblies in Lincoln. The first, held on the third of 
the month at the Lincoln Hotel, brought together a group of 
47 in the beautiful setting of the Garden Room for the annual 
Ladies’ Night. Melba Richards, as social chairman, headed the 
committee in charge of the arrangements. Highlighting the pro- 
gram was a book review given by Mrs. W. K. Sparks, of Davey, 
who used a purely telephone motif in reviewing ‘Party Lines,” 
whose heroine was an operator in a smal] town exchange. 
Pioneer hobbies were also featured. 


The Eastern District Talent Hunt was staged in the Lincoln 
club rooms on November 17. Fifty-two members and guests 
were present. A goodly array of talent, with aid and assistance 
from Dick Hansen in his famous impersonation of Diamond 
Lil, and a game-length movie of the Kansas-Nebraska football 
tussle, composed the evening’s program. The fine attendance can 
be mainly attributed to the efforts of district committeemen 
Joe Abrams, Seward; Ed Dorland, Wahoo; Ben Docekal, David 
City, and Ed Ernst, Nebraska City. Lending a helping hand 
with the program and refreshments were Lincoln members of 
the social committee, Georgia Smith, Ernie Royce, Bob Ross, 
C. A. Eggerss, C. W. Helm, Alex Geist, Byron Pattison and 
Art Keckler. Dale Berger of KFOR acted as judge of the talent 
and announced his selection of Leon Novak, soloist, and Dona 
Ernst, dancer, as winners of the district competition. 
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Fred Gould, from far away Newcastle is 
shown signing the register. . Looking on 
is an interested gallery composed of - - 
Georgia Smith , Guy O. Seaton. chapter 
president, Ernie Royce *"d Max Valker. . 


Among the entertainers and accompanists at the 
Castern District Talent Hunt were - left to right: Leon 
Novak, Andrew Sheets, Marie Mergl, Dick “Mae’ Hansen, 
Gene Docekal, Terry Ernst, Mrs EdErnst, Donna 
Ernst and Mrs.Lee Kuhn. 


David City folks predominate in this view of the party | In the Pioneer historical collection Mary Docekal, 


preliminaries . From left to right: Irene Swan, George Brainard lecognized the old Linwood switchboard 
Conrad, Mrs Vern Campbell, Fred Gould, Vern Campbell on which she learned her trade as Operator 
and Camilla Selzer. 22 year's ago. 


Pioneers came from far and near to atlend the Talent Hunt. Part of the 
audience is shown in these pictures-taken during the course of the program. 
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J. A. McKinzie 


Lincoln 
35 Years 


A. R. Fritz 
Lincoln 
25 Years 


Thirty-five Years 


J. A. McKinzie, Lincoln. 
Thirty-two Years 
L. A. Stacy, Lincoln. 
Twenty-nine Years 
G. M. Albury, Lincoln. 
Twenty-eight Years 
O. A. Nelson, Lincoln. 
Twenty-seven Years 


P. R. Winscot, Lincoln. 


SER VICE BIRTHDAYS 
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Ellis 
Lincoln 
20 Years 


Jess E, 


Twenty-four Years 
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PUTO COTES 


L. C. Hutchison, Hazel E. Nichols, Lin- 


coln. 


Twenty-three Years 


Twenty-two Years 


Twenty-one Years 


Lincoln. 


Twenty-five Years 


A. R. Fritz, Lincoln. 
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Twenty Years 


Jess E. Ellis, Lincoln. 


Oscar Lewis, R. H. Spohn, Lincoln. 


E. J. Schemmerhorn, Fairbury. 
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Let's Get Acquainted 
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C. E. Harp, H. W. Potter, R. R. Rauch, 
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The following list of new employees is published as a gesture of friendly 
welcome and to help them get acquainted. We hope that they will enjoy their 
new occupation as well as the many fine associations that go with it. 


Name 

D. H. Anderson 

J. E. Bustard..... 

E. W. Curtice..... 
K. J. Ferguson... 
Barbara J. Green. 
P,. M. Jamesson 
M. E. Joosten._. 
R. M. Whipple 


Jean J. Brewer 
Mary E. Clipson 
Francis C. Dyer... 
Elaine L. Garrens 
Orella N. Gier 
Martha C. Grebert 
Della Hazen... 
Jane M. Herbster 
Grace E. Jones... 
Marjorie E. Kildow 
Joan S. Leidigh 
Patricia J. Lintner 
Pauline H. Proctor 
Mabel J. Reetz 
Betty L. Rosenboom 
Eva I. Schmidt 
Eleanor W. Scofield 
Mae A. Timm 
Mary P. Trook 
Luella L. Wahl 


Plant 


Position 
Groundman.. 
Switchman................ 
CTPOUDIGMAN 2. c.0cccedeescsszcvstendase : 
ED esha let a9): | s kee ne een 
Clerk-Typist 
Switchman. 
Groundman 
Groundman 


Traffic 


Operator 

Operator.... 

Operator 

Operator 

Operator 

Operator 

Operator 

Operator......... mA 
Chief Operator-Cashier 
Operator. 

Operator 

Operator 

Operator 

Operator 

Operator 

Operator 

Operator 

Operator 

Operator 

Operator 


Exchange 
Lincoln...... pasevuens eiseinlns 
DATION eile isessc sats 
PAV occ c cries exesdivas 
David. Crey ccc. 
Lincolm........................ 
PATIOOUN hei cecsxacd 
Lincoln 
Hastings. 


Lincoln.... 
Lincoln.......... 

AU DULY, vxceicteccecee: 
Nebraska City 
Lincoln Sos 
ji ba tel s/t 2 Saeencee nnean en neOmnaeE 
Tecumseh ........... ; 
Nebraska City... 
Ruskin..... 
Beatrice. 
Nebraska City 
Lincoln 

Ashland 

York... 

Ashland 
Valparaiso 
Lincoln 

Lincoln 
Plattsmouth 
Lincoln 
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..... October 


....October 


November 


...November 
November 
...November 
November 
November 


.... October 


_... November 
.. November 

... November 
... November 
November 
.... November 
........ October 
November 


November 
... October 
October 


November 


November 
October 
November 


October 


November 
November 
November 


Date Employed 


Sixteen Years 
Milly L. Lloyd, Wymore; L. M. Miller, Lin- 
coln. 
Eleven Years 
Nata A. Hershey, Geneva. 
Nine Years 
Gladys A. Ball, Ashland; E. W. Burchess, 
Hastings; Vera M. Wasson, Lincoln. 
Eight Years 
Oakel K. Butler, Auburn; L. E. Lyons, 
Lincoln, F. E. Smith, Lincoln. 
Six Years 
Martha Dietrich, H. F. Kempf, Laura M. 
Regler, William Schuman, Lincoln. 
Five Years 


Axie Bouslough, Waco; Arlene M. Cline, 
Fairbury; Esther L. Fritz, Beatrice; V. A. 
Hayes, L. T. Piper, York; Lillie Labart, Wil- 
ber; Polly M. Latham, Bradshaw; K. J. 
Peters, Imogene L. Walker, Arlene Yost, 
Lincoln; Agnes M. Sundberg, Stromsburg. 


Transfers, Promotions 


and Title Changes 


W. W. Eden 
Engineering Asst. 
Lincoln 


Engineering 
W. W. Eden, draftsman to 


assistant, Lincoln. 
Plant 


Albert C. Andres, groundman to combina- 
tionman, Hebron. 

C. E. Connors, shopman to advanced clerk, 
Lincoln Supply. 

P. V. Eckles, combinationman, Tecumseh to 
Sutton. 

John Fischer, combinationman to PBX in- 
staller, Lincoln Service. 

George A. Fleck, combinationman, Hastings, 
to switchman, Wilber. 

R. A. Francis, groundman to combination- 
man, Hebron. 

F. G. Rowlison, groundman_ to 
York Construction. 

C W. Semple, lineman, Construction, to 
tester, Service, Lincoln. 

James C. Smith, switchman, Lincoln Service, 
to Tecumseh. 

Orlin D. Watley, groundman to frameman, 
Lincoln Service. 


Traffic 
Grace Jones, appointed contract chief oper- 
ator, Ruskin. 
Fva I. Schmidt, operator to contract chief 
operator, Valparaiso. 


engineering 


lineman, 


Eastern District 


Barbara Churchill, Associate Editor 
District Office 

Attending the annual Military Ball and 
Participating in the Grand March were 
Cadet Capt. and Mrs. Richard Churchill 
and Cadet Lt. Garold Barney and Beverly 
Bivin, operator at Seward. Preceding the 
Ball, we all ate delicious steaks. We en- 
joyed our orchids very much, didn’t we, 
Bev!!!! 

David City Area 
Vivian Dee, Correspondent 

Lois Conrad returned from a two week 

vacation spent wandering around the Ozarks. 
Margaret Cornell spent her time off 
at home with side trips made here and 
there. .. . Who is “going a huntin’?—Doug 
Behrns and Herman Hansen, of course! ... 
For a short time the day after Halloween, 
we thought a new department had been 
added to the telephone company. Parked 
out in front of the building was a huge 
Sign, “Cars Washed and Greased” and in 
the vestibule inside it looked like a florist 
Shop as someone had deposited an orna- 
mental urn of what once had been beau- 
tiful flowers. Arrangements are being 
made for the Traffic Department’s Christ- 
mas party. All is settled but the food, but 
after all, what is more important than food? 
Francis Darnold and helpers spent a 

“noisy” three weeks at David City (we 
hear they are coming back but that the 
worst is over). ... Mr. and Mrs. Campbell, 
Irene Swan, Lena Conrad, and Camilla 
Selzer attended the Pioneer party at Lin- 
coln November 17. 


Nebraska City Area 

Nellie Burbee and Iona Pieper, Correspondents 

Mrs. Ernst, Ethyl Armstrong, Lillian 
Bader and Mr. and Mrs. Helfer attended 
the Eastern District Pioneer party Friday, 
November 17, held in Lincoln. Donna and 
Terry Ernst were in the program. Donna 
tap danced and Terry played the harmonica. 
Mrs. Ernst accompanied them. Doris 
Hartley and Beverly Cooper are taking their 
toll training. Bobbie Johanns’ grand- 
mother from California is visiting her... . 
Mary Bartyzelle and Nellie Burbee re- 
turned from their vacation. ... Mary Gude 
and Veltha Poggemeyer are on theirs. . 
Evelyn Denson’s father bought a new car 
and Evelyn bought his old one. She says 
she’s going to learn to drive on her vaca- 


tion... . Veltha Poggemeyer is back work- 
ing days again and Elaine Garrens is 
working nights. .. . Betty Christensen spent 
a few days in the hospital but is back with 
us again. ... Aleen Owens was also ill... . 
Miss Metcalf was here for a few days teach- 
ing us the new dialing system to Tecumseh. 
. .. Mary Ross celebrated her birthday this 
month. She was given a rhinestone necklace 
by some of the girls. . We hear Dar- 
leen Hickey is working in Shenandoah at 
the telephone office. Shirley Gruber 
and husband are building a new home... . 
Jeanne Vest, a former employee, is the 
proud mother of a 712 pound boy. Jerry 
Wayne is his name. ... When the bowling 
season opened, we got up a team. Mary 
Ross, Bonnie Biggs, Dorothy Waters, Willa 
Gump and Nellie Burbee are the players. 


Clarabelle Schroll of the General Traffic 
Department became the bride of Norbert 
Helget on November 11, in St. Michael's 
Catholic Church in Fairbury. Mrs. Helget 
is continuing her work. 

Goldie Thompson, Tecumseh Traffic De- 
partment, and Fred Busenbarrick were united 
in marriage on November 7, in the Presby- 
terian Parsonage in Tecumseh. Mrs. Busen- 
barrick will continue her work. 

The Methodist Parsonage in Auburn was 
the scene of the November 8 wedding of 
Evelyn Zorn of the Auburn Traffic Depart- 
ment and Tom Schneider. Mrs. Schneider 
is continuing her work. 

Marilyn Braun, operator at Hebron, be’ 
came the bride of James McDermet, on No- 
vember 18. Mrs. McDermet has discon’ 
finued her work and the couple will reside 
in Colorado. 

Henry Kreifels, Lincoln Construction De- 
partment, and Vivian Parker of Syracuse 
were united in marriage on November 25 in 
St. Mary’s Catholic Church in Nebraska City. 

The American Lutheran Church in Ash- 
land was the scene of the November 4 wed- 
ding of Harold Butler of the Ashland Plant 
Department and Gertrude Groenies of Ash- 
land. The couple will reside in Ashland. 
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Willa is captain and Katy Owens score- 
keeper. . Ed Ernst took one week of 
his vacation recently. . .. Chet Byard took 
his last week during the cold weather. He 
stayed around home doing odd jobs about 
the house. 
Platismouth Area 
Thelma Tritsch, Correspondent 
Hilda Johanns, Georgia Tartsch and Mr. 
and Mrs. Newens attended the Pioneer 
party in Lincoln. From all reports much 
fun was had... . Pearl Sutton went pheas- 
ant hunting with friends in the vicinity of 
Grand Island. They got three birds. 


Seward Area 
Helen Norwood, Correspondent 

Vacations are still in the spot light here. 
In the Plant Department, Joe Abrams spent 
his vacation at his home in Dorchester just 
messing around... . Jerry Shipley spent 
his vacation painting and working around 
home. Painted his kitchen walls green, 
ceiling orange, and light wood work. Color- 
ful guy, isn’t he!!! To wind up his vacation 
he attended the Nebraska-Oklahoma football 
game in Norman. . In the Commercial 
Department, Laura Douty spent her vaca- 
tion at home. My, weren’t they all 
firesiders. No place like home, so they say. 
... In the Traffic Department, Beata Merz 
spent part of her vacation at home and part 
in Norfolk with her sister and family. ... 
Yours truly was a little different. She and 
her hubby had a few days off, so hobbled 
down to Pequot Lakes, Minn., and visited 
her hubby’s folks. Confidentially, it was a 
belated honeymoon. We had a wonderful 
time. ... Two of our gals were very happy 
because they attended the Military Ball 
in Lincoln with their one and only. Dance 
the night away, Bev and Marge? 

Wahoo Area 
Mae Meduna, Correspondent 

Vacationers from the Traffic Department 
in October were Donna Lou Peters, Emily 
Jansa, who just enjoyed being home, and 
Leona Larson, who accompanied her hus- 
band to Minnesota. November vacationers 
were Frances Bordosky, who is “down on 
the farm,’ "Mildred Lanik, who we think 
might have taken a postponed honeymoon, 
and Ethel Daharsh, who also just stayed at 
home. . . . Mr. and Mrs. Dorland and 
Dougie took off for Hot Springs, Arkansas, 
on November 11 and really enjoyed a good 
rest. Mr. Dorland did brush up on his 
golf while there. The birthdays of 


WELCOME BACK, MR. WOODS ... President Thomas C. Woods, second from left, makes 
his first appearance at his office November 13 after several months of convalescence recover- 
ing from injuries sustained in a fall. Exchanging pleasantries with the President as they stop 
in to extend good wishes and welcome his return are I. J. Devoe, L. P. Young and F. E. Behm. 


Kathryn Owens, Hazel Hagenbuck, Mary 
Ann Zimmerman, and Betty Styskal were 
celebrated on the night of October 30 by 
a Halloween and mask party in Arlene John- 
son’s back yard, From all the horrible faces 
and costumes present, we were almost afraid 
of each other. The evening was perfect for 
roasting wieners and marshmallows by full 
moon. The girls all received lovely gifts 
and all voted this a very good party... . 
Arlene Hunsche enjoyed two weeks vaca- 
tion at Rising City, Falls City and Lincoln, 
visiting. Aner McKinzey spent her 
two week vacation in October visiting 
friends and relatives at Minden, Lincoln 
and Omaha. ... Mary Glass, former chief 
operator at Valparaiso, has decided to make 
her home at St. Paul, Nebraska. We extend 
our good wishes and know she has a host 
of friends there as it is her home town... . 
Hazel Hagenbuck and Mary Beaty attended 
the Pioneer Party on November 17. 


General Offices and 
Central District 


Accounting Department 


Gloria Zier, Associate Editor 


With the “Thanksgiving Holiday” over 
and the Christmas spirit in the air we find 
everybody busy doing their Christmas shop- 
ping. . . . More of our late vacationers 
at this time are Pat Layman, who is spend- 
ing several weeks in sunny California. ... 
Bonnie Priest visited in Omaha and also 
took in the “Ice Follies” while there... . 
Laura Sires spent several days in Omaha 
as well as a few days at home. ... Rose 
Carlson visited with a sister in Council 
Bluffs, and spent a week end in Omaha 
with Frances Virgil. As most of you 
know, Carl Ahl spent his vacation on a 
farm picking corn, or shall we say picking 
UP corn... . Viva June Siefert and Yours 
Truly spent a quiet week at home. . Free Wit: 


big smile which may be seen on Ben 
Franklin’s face these days is probably be- 
cause of the birth of his first grandchild. 
The baby girl was born Nov. 5, in Spokane, 
Wash. Beverly Lessman and Gerry 
Lorenzen were two of our more fortunate 
girls who journeyed to Oklahoma to witness 
the football game between Nebr. and Okla. 
A fine time was reported by each of the 
girls. . . . Kay Weber spent Thanksgiving 
in Joliet, Ill. with her sister and family 
and the remainder of the week-end in 
Chicago with girl friends. . . . Dona Flory 
was hostess to her mother, father and sister 
on Thanksgiving day. They furnished the 
food and Dona prepared a nice dinner 
. ... Helen Hall and husband just recently 
purchased a new home and enjoy it very 
much. LaVaugn Krull is wearing a 
diamond on her third finger left hand. 
“Congratulations”, LaVaugn. Dewey 
Nelsen has a good story for us. Dewey 
started out quail hunting one bright morn- 
ing all by himself. He didn’t see any 
sign of quail but he did get three pheasants 
by firing only two shots. Who fired the 
third shot, Dewey? ? ? ? 


Commercial Department 
Lincoln Business Office 
Ruth Younger, Associate Editor 


Waldo McDowell’s wife has been in 
the hospital but we’re all thankful she’s 
recuperating satisfactorily at home. 
Myrna Jensen has a very happy smile 
on her face these days—the reason—a 
diamond on her third finger left hand. 
Congratulations, Myrna! ... Alex Geist and 
his family vacationed in Texas and Colorado 

Jean Baker spent her vacation as 
nursemaid for a brand new niece. She 
says it’s lots of fun. Yours Truly 
spent a very wonderful vacation in Denver 
.... Phyl Otte and her family vacationed 
in Colorado also. They were travelling 


~-a6f 12 He 


east on a highway when they should have 


been going west and it took Phyl an hour 
before she realized her mistake. After 
they finally reached their destination, they 
discovered that Phyl had forgotten to put 
the luggage in the car. Jeans are so smart, 
aren’t they Phyl? Viola Fisher and 
her husband spent part of their vacation 
in Missouri and the rest of the time just 
resting at home. Helen Johnson was 
one of the “lucky few” to see the Nebraska- 
Oklahoma game. She had a very wonderful 
time. . . . Beth Ann arrived at the home 
of Jean and Norm Schulz. Jean will 
be remembered as a former clerk. Beth 
couldn’t have picked nicer parents. ; 
Here’s wishing everyone a MERRY 
CHRISTMAS and may Santa be good 
to you. 


Construction Department 
Shirley Hess, Associate Editor 


While “thoughts of sugar plums dance 
in our heads” and everyone is thinking 
about Christmas, we’ll try to concentrate 
on our November news. We’ve had letters 
from several of our boys in the service. 
Tom Goldenstein’s first letter told us all 
about the wonderful weather in Georgia 
but last week when we heard again it was 
a different story. It was twelve degrees 
above zero with thirty mile an hour wind. 
They just aren’t prepared for such weather 
down there. The result was cars with 
frozen radiators and the post had broken 
pipes, breaks in power lines and consequent- 
ly no heating system. Ray Bruning 
is now located at Fort Monmouth, New 
Jersey and according to his letter he has 
spent most of his time raking leaves. We 
hope by this time that the Army has found 
a more interesting job for him to do.... 
We were very pleasantly surprised about 
the middle of the month with a visit from 
Harry Moss. He is looking fine and we 
all enjoyed visiting with him. He has 
a way of dropping in when we least expect 
him but we wish he would make it more 
often. .. . “Brick” Smith took the special 
train and attended the Oklahoma-Nebraska 
game. He reports having a wonderful 
time. . . . Bill Huddleston drove down 
and attended the game also. ... Our 
vacationers this month include’ Lyle 
Higgins, Henry Kreifels and Francis 
Nichelson. Herman Studier took a 
veeks vacation and spent his time work- 
ing around home. We imagine he sneaked 
off once in awhile and did a little hunt- 
ing too. Ray Boling spent a week of 
his vacation in Missouri. Leona Lehman 
spent one week’s vacation here in Lincoln 
and the other week at home near Stanton 
and Norfolk. We are glad to report 
that Francis Lewis and Harry Rogers who 
were off several weeks on account of sick- 
ness are now back to their regular duties. 
And just when we thought our sick list 
was wiped clean we learned that Lorin 
Lyons will be off several days due to a 
hand injury he received while hunting 
over the weekend. 


Engineering Department 


Frances Koontz, Associate Editor 


Now that most every hunter is limbered 
up the hunting season is over. The report 
is that Buck Isaman got his limit every 
time he went out for pheasants or ducks, 
while Bud Eden, after listening to Buck’s 
success stories, invested $109.00 in a new 
gun plus a full outfit of hunting equip- 
ment hasn’t as yet been able to bring 
anything home for the table. His dog 
is mad at him because he keeps chasing 
out the birds and Bud can’t hit them. ... 
The Wohlbergs have invested in a television 
set. Bob has been limping around ever 
since from putting up the aerial. .. . Gerry 
Morris writes that he is now stationed 
at Fort Myers. Mr. and Mrs. Cane 
drove to Wisconsin to attend the funeral 
of Mrs. Cane’s mother. ... We were happy 
tc have Tom Risser pay us a visit and 
hope he will drop around often. 


Service Department, Lincoln 
Dorothy Miller, Associate Editor 


W. C. Stewart and his wife journeyed to 
Cherry Point, North Carolina, and spent 
an enjoyable vacation with their son and 
family. ...R. E. Mills spent part of his 
vacation pheasant hunting. .. . By the way, 
Les Livingston, we all know now how you 
keep yourself so slim and trim. Do you 
have any more corn left to shuck? ... L. C. 
Hutchison shingled his house and took a 
little trip to Illinois during his vacation.... 
R. J. Connors spent his vacation pheasant 
hunting. .. . Ivan Paddack tells us that he 
spent his time visiting with his brother from 
California and his parents in Edgar, Ne- 
braska. . . . Dave Jennings reports that he 
and his wife took a trip to Chicago and 
visited with some friends. 


Supply Department 
Florence Tatman, Associate Editor 


Pfc. Dean Hobson wrote recently from 
Camp Gordon, Georgia to tell Russ Rauch 
and the warehouse gang that he is now a 
typist for “Uncle.” Dean tells us also that 
it’s cold in Georgie, but we are wondering 
if he has forgotten what cold weather 
is like. We thought Georgia was the land 
of peaches and sunshine! Dean expects 
to be home for the Christmas Holiday. ... 
Those enviable December vacations are 
before us again. Ernie Royce spent one 
week at home “doing as little as possible”, 
then came back to work to rest up a 
couple of weeks before taking his last 
two weeks vacation. We hope to have 
more to say about his last two weeks in 
cur next news story. MRollie Winders and 
R. Rauch usually try to be postmen during 
the December rush, and this year has 
been no exception. Jack Tracy, we hear, 
enjoyed his leisure at home. ... The smell 
of paint, the inconvenience of climbing 
under and around ladders, and ascending 
and descending canvas covered stairs are 
now almost forgotten and the warehouse 
building has a bright and clean west en- 
trance and second floor hallway. (Mr. 


Neff, you can come down and see us some 
more now the paint job you’ve been prom- 
ising us for these past several months is 
completed!). . Barbara Green is back 
in the Supply Office, temporarily, to help 
Charlie Hansen with the annual inventory 
compilation. ... We hear that Bill Rosen- 
thal’s latest venture in the dog house is 
almost over. Bill, you should know better 
than to be off on a hunting trip and come 
home with the Buick so completely sat- 
urated with mud, inside and out! ... The 
Telephone Repair Shop’s Birthday Seren- 
ading quartet may have sufficient practice 
by spring to enter the Pioneer talent show, 
who knows? If you haven’t heard them, 
all you need to do is determine the birth- 
date of a shopman, then be on hand at the 
appointed time during that day. Chauncey 
Eggerss missed a bet when he failed to 
get this group into his Christmas Chorus 
. . . “Rudolph”, our red-nosed reindeer, 
has lost his color—and before Christmas 
too. Bud Miller’s red nose, we mean, of 
course. Bud suffered much pain with a 
boil on the end of his nose, and we all 
agree that it wasn’t funny, but he acquired 
the name “Rudolph” nevertheless. . 
Murph Martin visited at the warehouse 
recently to show off the pictures from 
his big game hunting trip. Pictorial proof 
convinces us that “E. L.” has plenty of 
trigger grip and a very good aiming eye 
Other recent visitors have been Ben 
Ferguson, Bert Huddleston, —Tom Risser, 
and Harv Colvin. We're always glad to 
see all of you, fellows. Illness has 
caused several entries on the ‘‘Unoccupied 
Time” portion of recent payrolls. Oscar 
Lewis suffered a heart attack which re- 
quired hospitalization. We are all hoping 


for as speedy a recovery as possible. De- 
lores Oberg had a short bout with the flu, 
as did Welton Grant and John Hansen; 
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MAKE OURS PINK ELEPHANTS .. 
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and Pat Igou spent a few days hospitalized 
for surgery, then several days at home 
recuperating. The year’s business is 
about to come to a close—A Very Merry 
Christmas and a Happy New Year to 
one and all. 


Traffic Department 
Lincoln Operating Dept. 
Mary Ormand, Associate Editor 


Already Christmas is “in the air’ as 
plans go ahead for the annual Christmas 
party. Beautiful decorations have been 
erected on the marquee, and many pack- 
ages are being “lugged in” by girls shop- 
ping on their relief hours. The night 
operators are planning a Christmas party 
on December 4 at the home of Wanda 
Tucker. . . . Carol Strohm enjoyed a trip 
to Oklahoma to see the Nebraska-Oklahoma 
football game. . Alice Haddox has re- 
turned to work after undergoing an ap- 
pendectomy. Ardel Freudenberg was 
called home to Nebraska City by the 
serious illness of her father. ... Great minds 
seem to run alike, for Kenny Perry and 
Vernita Vorce simultaneously decided to 
move, and are coming to work by different 
routes. . Ruth and Lola Hetherington 
attended the funeral of their grandmother, 
Mrs. Sophia Simonson, at Fairbury. ; 
Lillian Campbell entertained at a_ birth- 
day luncheon, at her home in honor of 


Jean Roberts. ... Dorothy Bryan and family 
journeyed to Lawrence, Kansas for the 
Nebraska-Kansas game. ... Elaine Hawkins 


has returned home after being hospitalized 
for an appendectomy. Hazel Nichols 
has a new granddaughter, born in Lincoln 
on October 26... . Ina Ozenbaugh is the 
wearer of a new diamond. Lucille Buss 
also has a beautiful sparkler. Vaca- 
tioners include Ann Dealey, who visited 


We had heard of hallucinations but we didn’t 
know they could be photographed before we received this Picture in the mail last month 


Actually, of course, it isn’t as bad as that. It’s just a group of Wahoo traffic and commercial 
girls having fun at a Halloween party. Their names? Nobody seems to know. 


Myron Birdsley works on a case of trouble 
at the Auburn testboard as Marcus Johnson 
and George Eggleston observe. 


in Blue Hill; Vera Wasson, Plattsmouth; 
Ina Ozenbaugh, San Francisco and Los 
Angeles; Dorothy Grafton, Chicago and Wis- 
consin; Darlene Multer and Eloise Baldwin, 
California; Jo WRector, Weeping Water; 
Eva McKain, Kansas; Wilma Wicken, 
North Dakota and Belva Jean Peters, 
Sutton. Miss Richards, Mrs. Smith 
and the service assistants report a very 
good time at a supper party at the home 
of Eloise Baldwin. Assisting hostesses 
were Hazel Nichols and Ina Ozenbaugh 
. . . . Alice Munson feels entitled to boast 
of a very resourceful husband. When she 
had to work Thanksgiving, he volunteered 
to cook the turkey given them with their 
newly purchased gas_ stove. She fully 
instructed him how to prepare it not for- 
getting the sewing after stuffing it. When 
she arrived home and looked through the 
shiny glass door she thought she beheld 
an armored bird, so plainly did some bright 
fastenings show. It proved to be safety 
pins which, Mr. Munson explained he 
had used in lieu of a needle and thread, 
which he couldn’t find. 


General Traffic & Cafeteria 
Goldia Simons, Associate Editor 


Elsie Anderson spent a week of her 
vacation at home, vigorously making her 
apartment spic and span, only to learn 
that she may be asked to move. ‘Too bad, 
Elsie, we hope you do not have to venture 
forth after so much work.... “Yours Truly” 
spent her vacation hither, thither, and yon 
doing nothing in particular but had a 
very enjoyable two weeks. If the old 
saying about “No news is good news” 
is true, all is well in our department 
for sure, 


Southern. District 


Christine Mason, Associate Editor 
Auburn Area 
Colleen Curttright, Correspondent 

Those having vacations this month were 
Irene Rebuck, June Vanarsdall, Evelyn 
Zorn, and Amel McVay. Irene visited 
in Atlantic, Iowa, and Evelyn combined 
her vacation and honeymoon. ... We were 
sorry to see Jean Sanders leave for Massa- 
chusetts. Marjorie Wilhelms was hostess 
at a farewell party for Jean. . . . Colleen 
Curttright and husband have moved from 
Nemaha to an apartment in Auburn... . 
Florence Fruehling, former cashier, was 
a visitor this month from Iowa. ... Robert 
Neugebauer, son of Mrs. Gladys Neugebauer, 
left October- 26 for his boot training at 
San Diego. . The construction gang of 
Deke Simpson has been setting poles for 
joint construction and the digger is being 
operated by ‘Dagwood’s” gang... . Vivian 
Kinghorn thought the electricity was off 
when she forgot and wore her sunglasses 
to work. . .. May Perry was frantically 
searching for her daughter after finding a 
note on the door which said she was going 
out for dinner. Marsha was finally located 
calmly eating sandwiches in the back yard!! 

. . . Marjorie Wilhelms and husband 
are proud owners of a new car. ... Leta 


Roger Ghormley, equipment engineer, waitches Bedric Wanek and Ardell Robison apply 


Holscher was surprised with a housewarm- 
ing party at her new apartment. Every- 
one brought canned goods with the wrapper 
removed. Happy hunting, Leta! !... 
Mike Carr has acquired a fondness for 
baby mice. But, alas, the poor little 
creature died even under Mike’s tender 
care. ... When driving past the Telephone 
Office PLEASE watch your fenders as 
there are several new drivers this month 

. . . Shirley Snyder, Oakel Butler, Joan 
Norvell, and Leta Holscher went to Rock 
Port and enjoyed a fish and chicken dinner 
. . .. Wivian Kinghorn’s young son, Lynn, 
has proudly displayed a tooth to his parents 
.... It seems that the Traffic Department 
has been bothered with a cricket lately. ... 
From much heavy thinking the bottom 
fell out of Myran’s chair and he had to 
get a new one. .. . George Damon is 
driving a new Ford ‘Truck. . Darold 
Shafer attended the Nebraska-Oklahoma 
football game at Oklahoma. 


Beatrice Area 
Dorothy Brandt, Correspondent 
Vacations? Oh yes, lots of vacationers 
this month. Miss Watson, our Chief Opera- 
tor, spent her vacation with her folks on 
a farm near Waco. Maude Willey 
spent her leisure days at home at Steele 
City. Had any flat tires lately, Miss 


the finishing touches to the attendant board for Miller and Paine, one of Lincoln’s oldest 
and largest department stores. On November 28 a full automatic system was cut into service, 


consisting of a Type 50 PABX, with two position, 200 line full multiple switchboard, 22 incoming 


and outgoing irunks to the central office and three information trunks. Service within the 
store is fully automatic thus permitting the attendants to give their attention to the needs 


of the customers on incoming calls. The new system has already proved its flexibility and 


Capacity for readily handling even the abnormal Christmas loadings. 


In many ways the Miller and Paine conversion exceeded in scope that of the average 
small exchange. A complete reversal of the distribution plan called for recabling of the 
building from top to bottom. The new system replaces a Garford, 50 line, two position board 
installed in 1916. Others who had a considerable share in making ready for the cutover were 
Walter Stewart, L. P. Hutchison, Merle Lohmeier and Bob Swanson. 
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Willey? It seems there’s a certain bad 
Spot in the road on the way to Steele City 
that gives Miss Willey no end of trouble 

- . . Alys White motored to Auburn, 
Johnson, and Graf. Just sorta covered 
the southeastern part of good old Nebraska 

- . Dorothy Brandt went pheasant and 
duck hunting out in the Sutton, Nebraska 
territory. Pretty good luck too. Too bad 
there was a limit! ! Others who en- 
joyed a few carefree days were Doris 
Meents, Ruth Diekman and Mrs. Carman 
- . . . Hazel Neugebauer, Virginia Coon 
and Ellen Wrightsman have also been 
vacationing recently. | 


Fairbury Area 


Arlene Cline, Correspondent 


Velda Schipper went to the Nebraska- 
Kansas State football game, Another 
One enjoying the game was Earl Schemmer- 
horn. By the way, Earl must not be a 
very good shot—he won’t tell us- how 
many deer he got on his vacation or where 
he got them. ... Jeane Lytton spent her 
vacation at home with the exception of 
one day which she spent in Beatrice shop- 
ping. . . . DEAD—One pheasant scared 
to death by Viola Dunn at Edgar, Nebraska 
during her vacation. Francis Erwin 
journeyed to Elmira, N. Y., to visit her 
Sister and family. They spent a few days 
in Montreal, Canada. . . . Because of her 
mother’s illness, Betty Furry was called 
to Fort Scott, Kansas, for a few days. 
Mrs. Lillian Austin spent a weekend in 
Shenandoah, Iowa. Wauneta Child 
visited her daughter and family in David 
City. . . . TONGUE TWISTER—Betty 
Shepherd had a long distance for Mrs. 
Paul Snyder. When she asked for her, 
it came out “Mrs. Small Spider.” ! 1! 


Tecumseh Area 
Mary Kalin, Correspondent 


We still have a few late vacationers, 
Irby Halverstadt spent part of his making 
a new cement sidewalk in front of his 
house. If he’d have told us in time we 
would’ve been glad to leave our footprints 
in it. . . . Bill Eckles went to visit his 
folks at Nelson, and was also going to do 
some hunting. He said he didn’t see any 
pheasants or ducks, but who would if 
they spent most of the time sleeping. ... 
Another vacationer in the Plant Depart- 
ment was Wallace Weber, and in the 
Traffic Department, Jean Johnson and 
Virginia Lemka both enjoyed a vacation 
“just staying at home.”’. Cecile More- 
head and her family attended an ice hockey 
game in Omaha. Cecile didn’t say on 
which team she played. . . . Phil Eckles 
transfered to Sutton the Ist of November. 
We were sorry to have him leave but we 
know he’ll like his new place. . . . Hilda 
Ramsey was hostess to about seventy-five 
guests on November 8th. The guest of 
honor was her mother, Mrs. John Bartels, 


This view over the counter of the Nebraska City business office shows Ethyl Armstrong 
and Caryl Thomas busy on accounts as the new area manager, T. C. Cone, carries on a 
telephone conversation. 


who was celebrating her 90th _ birthday. 
The following Sunday her fellow church 
members gave another party in her honor 
.... James Smith has transferred here as 
a Switchman. Hope you like us, Jim. 
And in the Traffic Room, Della Hazen is 
our new toll operator. It’s good to have 
you, Della. ... Mary Kalin was at Peony 
Park in Omaha when Jan Garber and 
his orchestra were playing there. . . . Henri 
Goracke was trying to tell a customer 
how to use the paystation. She said. 
“You just lift the Operator”. . .. Wanda 
Remmers has finally learned how to do 
the difficult Mexican Hat Dance! 


Western District 


Beatrice Rohrer, Associate Editor 


Geneva-Hebron Area 
Verna Dankenbring, Correspondent 

Rosemary Heller, Hebron traffic, is on 
her vacation. She was in Omaha, where 
she attended the Ice Follies, and the rest 
of her time she is spending at home... . 
Jessie VanTrump, Hastings Traffic, was 
a visitor in our office Saturday. She 
helped us out sometime ago, and it was 
good to see her again... . Betty Davenport, 
operator, has been absent from work on 
account of illness. We certainly hope 
she will be back soon. ... Ernie Wellman, 
manager, will soon be moving into his 
new home. It is one of twelve new homes 
recently built in Hebron. We know that 
Mr. and Mrs. Wellman will be _ very 
happy there. 


Hastings Area 

Jeanie Steele, Correspondent 
Staying at home seems to be a favorite 
way of spending vacations. Doing this 
were Misses Donna Larson, Kembal, Harves, 
Fristes, Garrelts and Krueckeberg, along 
with Mrs. Colleen Hohlen. Aletha 
Bennett took advantage of the hunting 
season during her vacation. Shirley 

Nielsen vacationed in Colorado. 
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Superior Area 
LuEtta Braun, Correspondent 


Duke Eckles has taken the last week 
of his vacation. His sister from California, 
visited them at this time. When he 
returned to work, he had a new telephone 
truck waiting for him... . Nyla Edgar, who 
has been ill for sometime, is reported to 
be getting along fine. We certainly hope 
she will be back to work soon. . Irene 
Hashage returned from her vacation. She 
spent part of it in Lincoln and Hastings, 
and the remainder of her time with her 
parents at Mt. Clare. .. . Irene Warneking 
has returned from her vacation. Most 
of her time was spent at home. 


Sutton Area 


Norma Nuss, Correspondent 


Duane Grove, combinationman, is ser- 
iously ill. We are all sorry to hear this 
and hope he will be back with us soon 

. . . J. H. Mankamyer was on a two 
week vacation, spending most of his time 
duck and pheasant hunting. 


York-Osceola Area 
Jody Spady, Correspondent 


Patty Kupetz doesn’t know what she’s 
missing while on her vacation in Dayton, 
Ohio, and Hilda Coover will see a “new 
look” when she returns from hers which 
begins next week. You see, new positions 
are being added to the switchboard and 
the operators, of course, are right in the 
midst of all the commotion. It gives 


you quite a scare to see a man’s hand 
reaching out of the switchboard from “you 


don’t know where!” There will be much 
satisfaction after it is all completed, we're 
sure. . . . Another addition to the “Bride 


To Be” list is LaDonna Gocke, a veteran 
of one year. Plans have been made for 
sometime next month. Good luck to 
LaDonna! 
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JAMES HATEIELD, POLK, WAS AWARDED THE LOCAL NEWSPAPERS PRIZE 2 THE TOWN'S CHAMPION HUNTSMAN .JiM SPOTTED 
A PHEASANT, ONE MORNING, SITTING A SHORT DISTANCE AWAY.. HE CAUTIOUSLY APPROACHED 70 A POINT WHERE HE 
COULDN'T POSSIBLY MISS AND UNLOADED BOTH BARRELS. He BIRD ALMOST DISINTEGRATED-- WHEN HIS 
FAITHFUL DOG RECOVERED FROM THE SHOCK OF THE CANNONADE HE SALLIED FORTH To RETRIEVE A STUFFED 

PUENSANT. 4 FARMER WITH A SENSE OF HUMOR WATCHED THE INCIDENT FROM BEHIND A NEAR BY TREE AND 
SPREAD THE TALE OF JIM AND HIS ADVENTURE THROUGHOUT 
THAT PART OF THE TERRITORY 
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DIXIE BLAKE, YORK, WAS PERCHED ONTOP OF 
“THE RADIATOR ONE MORNING, ABSORBING A BIT 
OF HEAT WHEN SHE TOPPLED OFF AND INTO 
1/7 THE WASTE BASKET, .IN HER 
~ = STRUGGLES To REGAIN HER 
— @23. = - FEET SHE BECAME WEDGED 
= 2} ~— IN 50 SNUGLY THAT IT 


ALICE MUNSON, LINCOLN, WORKED AT THE 
SWITCHBOARD ON THANKSGIVING. 
GSB BEFORE LEAVING HOME SHE GAVE, 
Wp DETAILED INSTRUCTIONS TO HER. 
*)  HU6BAND ON HOWTO PREPARE 
HE TURKEF, ADMONISHING 
HIM To SEW IT UP 


vit 
AFTER STUFFING IT. 
) va mal WHEN ALICE RETURNED 
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Wey ak i Sy TOOK THE EFFORTS toa 
ik | oes pls rd ae F BIRD FROMTHE. OVEN TALK AGAIN . . WHAT | WANT“To KNOW 15 
lg a ame asec || || Seg, WHT fou cet oer puny 
| | P HER FREEs OF HUBBY'S HANDIWORK : 
ee AND FOUND THAT HE HAD PINNED 
: UP THE OPENING WITH SEVERAL OVER- 


) —SITED SAFETE PINS. HE HADN'T BEEN ABLE 
“TO FIND THE SEWING BASKET ! 


| 


| 
IVAN HELLERICH, LINCOLN SWITCHMAN,, PLUGGED HIS “GOAT" 
INTO A SWITCH WHICH HAD BEEN IN STEADY OPERATION FOR 
HALF AN HOUR ONE NIGHT AND HEARD A SLIGHTLY 
INEBRIATED GENTLEMAN TRYING TO MAKE A DATE 
WITH THE RECORDED VOICE OF THE GIRL ON THE- 
NEW "TIME OF DAY" SERVICE. 


GOLDIH SIMONS, GENERAL TRAFFIC, NEARLY COMMITTED A RASH 
ACT ONE SUNDAY MORNING ~- AND WAS HLRERDY ON HER WAY 10 
WORK WHEN HER HELPFUL SISTER ,CECILE, REMINDED HER THAT 
SHE HAD HER DAYS CONFUSED, 


PRIVATE - WHAT ARE You SIR-I'LL GET ME 
GOING 10 ey a GROW. A BIGGER Box / 
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viz) = a3 ALICE HOBZA, CASHIER AT WAHOO, HAS # FR 
sade — = NEW LOCK ON HER APARTMENT DOOR AND IT WORKS Fii\ i 
\ Cx 100 WELL... THE FIRST TIME SHE ATTEMPTED TO | ay 
USE: IT SHE FOUND HERSELF SECURELY LOCKED | hbes y| 9) 9 
IN, SHE WENT TO THE WINDOW, HOPING 16 HAIL i 
fl PASGER- BY, BUT FOR SOME REASON NARY Al | AT | | 
PEDESTRIAN CAME INTOVIEW... . . IT WAS (yy 
ALMOST MID-MORNING WHEN SOME CHILDREN rE | | | 


RUDGED BY ON THE WAY To SCHOOL AND 
SHE WAS ABLE TO MAKE HER PLIGHT 
KNOWN . THEY FOUND A MAN AND A LADDER 
O RESCVE THE PRISONER AND ALLOW 
HER TO MAKE ff BELATED APPEARANCE 
AT THE OFFICE , 


AE TRAFFIC GIRLS AT YORK ARE WELL TRAINED IN COURTESY, BUT 
SOMETIMES IT SEEMS THAT THEY CARRY IT A BIT TOO FAR... .. 
ARDIS BURHOOP WAS PREPARING 10 GO HOME A FEW DAYS AGO, 
AND IN HER HURRY ALLOWED THe DOOR OF HER LOCKER To CRASH 
INTO THE ROOM DOOR . ARDIS TURNED WITH THE SOUND AND 
HUMBLY¥ APOLOGIZED TO BOTH DOORS. 


Al 4 
LYLE REIGHARD, ATCHMP GORDON, WHS HAVING TROUBLE BALANCING THE 
HUGE ARMLOAD OF MATERIALS USED IN SERVICING THE COMPANY WASH 
ROOMS... HIS ANSWER 0 THE COLONEL'S HYPOTHETICAL QUESTION 15 
CONSIDERED A G.I. MASTERPIECE. 


